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PREFACE. 

As the present Ei^lih version of inadam<^ 
de S6vign6’s correspondence with lier daugh*- 
ter and her friends contaiihs every letter in¬ 
serted in the date Paris edition, from the 
i date of the first, in 1647, to the last whieh 
she probably wrote in 1696, wc cannot give 
a more accurate account of the work, than 
by translating, part of tlic preface of the 
French editor, M. P. A. Grouvcllc, who ap¬ 
pears, from the many historical and other 
notes w ith w^hich he has embellished the col- 
^ Section, to be a man of coiiaiderablc talents, 
and extensive reading. 

What the editor, long an assidnous 
reader of madame de Sfevign^’s letters, has 
often wislied to see executed bj another, he 
has at last executed himself, and now pre* 
seats to the public. The undcitaking was a 
pleasure of choice; he wished the entertain¬ 
ment, which the perusid of the letters af- 
voL. j. a 
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ferded,' 't6'‘want no seasoning, and lie ha^ 
endeavoured to render it complete, 
pl^' is the ^esitlt of his own feelings of 


T|ie' 

wlfat 


wks defective; if it should hot satisfy the 
public, the reason" will 'be, that lie has “not 
been able to satisfy hiittself. 

The letters, hioBels of style, form an 
admirable book. They place us in the in^ 
timate confidence 6f persons, who, to cele¬ 
brity, joined a pure Character and an amiable 
mind: a species of attraction that is aftbrded 
by no othci* work, ancient or modern. They 
are interesting also as a collection of anec¬ 


dotes, and they exhibit the picture of an age, 
and a court, tliat have greatly influenced the 
manners, not of France only, but of all Eu¬ 
rope. They will accordingly be sought after 
by every mind, whether little or much culti¬ 
vated : and it is not easy to regard with in- 
diflerence an attempt that is made to render 
their perusal more pleasing. 

“ Almost all the editions of madamc dc 


S^*vignd s letters that have hitlierto appeared, 
are copies of that of 17o4, uith the sevei^ 
letters added that have been discovered since. 
But numerous as these editions are, there 
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one that is complete, or even arranged •#« 
it ought to be. 

V It is time to form out of the different 
collections a monument worthy of madama 
dc S^vign6, wortliy of standing by the side; 
of those which have hj»^ consecrated to the 
great geniuses of her^l^e, who, .in tlieir se¬ 
veral modes of writing, were not more 
^ feet than herself Tiiis monument will be 
raised, not so much on typographical splen¬ 
dour, as on a careful collection of the text, 
interesting additions, , a methodical arrange¬ 
ment, instructive notes, and the insertion of 
what may enable us to appreciate better, tli© 
author and her letters. 

“ As raadanic dc Sevign6 acted in other 
capacities than as an aftVetionate mother, 
iier letters to licr daughter arc not the only 
'ones we are desirous of reading. Since she 
is witiiout a rival in the epistolary style, 
w hatever she has w riiten of this nature oufjht 
to find*itA place here- The interest she ex¬ 
cites, communicates itself to ’every thing 
about her, whether it lx; her daughter or iier 
fdends. Her friends too, were persons so 
distinguished for tiicir understanding, it 

R « 
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Is gratifying to taste, to see their style^4ntci* 
mingled with hers. Such shades set off tlic 
qolO'uring of the picUire without destroying 
tlie harmony. 

Some letters of this kitud have been in¬ 
serted in preccding^eiditioiis, and liave been 
well received. The^itor hopes that odiers, 
which are now added on his part, will not be 
less acceptable. If we arc pleased with the 
sprightly Coulangeai why should Sussy 
Rabutin, who knewi^so well how to clothe his 
just and ingenious thoi^hts, in an elegant, 
pure, and concise diction, equally deliglit us ? 
It is a new figure, that, instead of injuring 
the group, renders it more complete. 

“ The intermixture, besides, of the letters 
of men of understanding, witli those of a wo¬ 
man, w ill furnish the reader with occasional 
opportunities of exercising his discrimination. 
It is said, that women possess llie epistolary 
talent in a greater degree than men. Whe¬ 
ther we dispute or allow this priviia^, it is 
pleasing to'see tlie energy or urbanity be¬ 
longing to tlie one, placed in the balance with 
the vivacity, delicacy, playfulness, and easy 
aiXji jiisciuatii^ manners peculiar to tlie other. 
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It is. pleasing also, to distinguisl^ in a letter 
what belongs to this or tliat sex; what the 
female pen discovers of masculine eloquence; 
what, ill the letters of a man, partakes of fe* 
minine softness, , ^and bii^thes the air of the 
graces. rr 

“ When a woman writes to another we#^ 
^ man or to to arnhle or to a female 

frkudl siie does nut useAe same language ; 
the subjects will bediffepht; the talent will 
assunK^ other format', age does not ef¬ 
face ^theimjiresekm of the sexes. Do we 
perceive this in conversation? before men, 
women do not talk as with one another: and 
wliat is iCpistolai’y intercomse but convcrsa-» 
tion? 

“ In the present correspondence we may 
trace this diversity of feeling, wluch, % add-^ 
ing to the letters which inadame dc Sevign6 
wrote to her daughter, those which she re¬ 
ceived: faom or wrote to her friends, is ren¬ 
dered move striking. In precedihg editions, 
such letters have generally been added as a 
supplement to tlie work. In die present wo 
followed another and a bettor ordi||^’by 
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which every letter is arranged agreeably to 
its date. 

“ It is said, that there are still manv un- 
edited letters of madame de Sevign^. But 
the pains \vc have taken to discover the port¬ 
folios in which these ’fi^iaurc^ may he buried, 
have not been attended ^ith success; nor can 
we give the public' the hope, from tlie cer- 
tainty of their cxis^nce, of its ever enjoying 
them. ^ 

‘‘ Meanwhile there will be found in the 
present collection many letters written by 
her that will appear new, inasmuch as they 
have never been collected before, but have 
been scattered in books, that are little read, 
or that have become scarce. Such, in par¬ 
ticular, are those with which we begin our 
collection, and which are the more curious 
from their being of a much earlier date, than 
the letters with which every body is acquaint¬ 
ed. The date of the first is 1647, ma¬ 
dame de S^vigne had scarcely entered into the 
twenty-first year of her age: others exhibit her 
to us4n the subsequent years; and the corre- 
apohdence thus extends over forty-nine years, 
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instead of tncnty-sevcn only, to which it was 
before confined. One letter we consider as 
particularly valuable, not so much from its 
being scarcely known, as from the time when 
it uas written, id^icli was about a week before 
her death. These lines arc probably 

tlic last that were trelOed by her already lan¬ 
guishing hand. They may he called the notes 
of the swan: for are ^cy poets only that 
sing.^ and what music ^ be sweeter than 
the prose of our Sevignrf ?” 

The publishers of the present version of 
the letters, have only to add, that though 
the old translation has been made use of, its 
errors, which were numerous, have been c Jt. 
rected, as far as it was practicable to correct 
them and render the copy legible to the prin¬ 
ter; that the omissions, for which it was 
equally remarkable, have been faithfully re¬ 
stored; and that the collection contains no 
less 308 letters th^t have never been 
rendered into £, glish. 




ACCOUNT 

OF 

MADAME OE SEVIGNE, 

44 

M. PH. A. GIwSto'VELLE, 

THB lAST EDITOR <||^£R LETTERS. 


Tderb is no subject so much controverted a« 
the honours which mAy be acquired by wome^y,; 
perhaps, because we do not sufficiently agree as to 
the proper eRcelicnce, or true destination of the seX| 
mill because thinking men form themselves respect'* 
ing it into two opposite parties. Some ara desirous 
that this amiable bidf of the human race should con<* 
fine the exercise of its peculiar talents, and even the 
exquisitely active miriil with which nature has fa* 
voured it, to the shade of private and domestic life. 
They do not hesitate to bariis-h women from almost 
the entire dominion of the arts and scT&Kces: and« 
as if celebrity weic incompatible with modesty, 
would cruelly send back to the spindle, a^d the 
distaff, all, who take the liberty of handling/1^he* 
tiler well or ill, the pen or the lyre: a sjiecies of 
philosophy, which perhaps would not Ijave bcca 
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honoured name, if Roussteau, of ^Bhitorr 

the most philosophical, and of all philosophers the 
most eloquent, had not‘ b^n its or&ele. Others, 
however, believing woman to be more than the female 
bf man, or his nurse, or his servant, have thought 
that her* mental powers entered as much into the 
community, as her perso^l ebsm^ W 'peculiar ad¬ 
dress; and that when, th^pferc; im'addition to her 
virtues, she brin^ a dow^Wtaflefrits and aequire- 


nicnts to her husband,^c would be wrong to com¬ 
plain, particularly as th!^ is'' a ^eefes' bf wealth 
which does not perislSilith her; add ^becomes the 
most certain inhcritan^#%r hisr dhUdre^. AH wo¬ 
men ought (though they^do not) to b&a'r the names 
of wife and mother: the whdSe of society is inter¬ 
ested ill the complete dcvclopemcnt of every being 
that cora{H)scs it: and if women have not hitherto 
gwen birth to grand systems, produced an Iliad, 
conceived a Mcrope, or Tartuffe, raised stately edi¬ 
fice?, or vied with the pencil of a Raj^hal!], still it 
cannot be denied timt the arts owe to them many 
improvements and some masterpieces. Of what 
importance to the question is the abuse that some 
may have made of their genius, or die absurdities 
Hiat others may have fallen into ? The^e arc weak 
reasons for preventing a whole sex from* Centering 
with the other sex, into a competition thsff,’ hy con¬ 
stituting ‘iie charm of society, fulfils the' intention 
of imtit.Te! ITiis has been the language of the true 
sage, at all periods, from Socrates to Voltaire. 

It il jpleasing to observe, in thtf present insftmcc, 
that madamc de Sdvign^, by a singulaf-iidt^ntage, 
fiiust unite the partisans of these contrary opinions 
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#tt fcei^v(Jttr. n.W« tojCith impunityi 

b<)(l>'l^fpt».^hos€;f3vho ppscfibe talents of wo^ 
meni and those wlio adxpiro their minds as much' as 
their persons: before the first, because they cannot 
reproach her witli .being an author; that is, with 
having written to be read by the public; and he- 
eausie, if she b^cpine c^brated, we may, strictly, 
say, that it not hjlK^fault: before the second, 
because, wlrether Yok^^ly or unknown to her, she 
has left upi,aboojc, which is^ model in its kind; and 
thus is her*triamph at that of her sex, and of 
tlie nf the^^gartisans. 

Who then eim blame ll^for accumulating here 
all that appeared calculated to set forth the worth of 
a woman, whom every 0!^% literary nation envies us? 

The account, besides, that we are about to conse¬ 
crate to her, will be neither a panegyric nor a liis- 
tory. Her panegyric has already been pronounced 
by numerous persons; and history belongs to those 
who have infiuenced great public events, or, at least, 
the progress of the arts and sciences; in which case, 
biographical details derive, from general utility, an 
interest, which makes the pains wc ^ke to satisfy 
the public curiosity acceptable, however minute. 
But this does not belong to our S^vlgiid. Though 
the chance of birth placed her in the superior ranks 
of societj^ as she had no desire to govern those who 
governed the rest, it w'ould be difliculf^ us to make 
any excursion into tlie political events qlN^er time, 
or even into the secret adventures of courts; and, in 
like manner, though an,original writer, yi^.cannot 
see how her studies, her success in tlxat respect, or 
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her failure, c^M ftimish any digressions dh rhetor 
fie, ^ticism^ or graitimar. We may therefore ap¬ 
ply lb her what haS been said of ^hattons: happy are 
they who lend little to hi^ory! And, certainly, the 
^l^rility of the subject, th this point of view, is no 
df^dvantage to her. 

‘ In reality, the union between ^ talents and cha¬ 
racter of madame de Sdvi|j|)^ is So close, that her 
person interest us as mi^l^^en as her writings. 
We want to know more^bf her fate, and tsif all that 
relates to her, than heSF letters convey 5 ^ we should 
like to see every partkiilBr, which is lettered in 
them, collected into a What has be€n pub¬ 

lished does not, in this i^^Pcct, satisfy the desires of 
the reader ^; and the art of writing exacts, that we 
should leave him nothing to'wish. Let us see how 
fur we can satisfy him. 

« 

Marie Je llabutin-Chantal was bom on the 5 th of 
February, 1626 , of Celse-Ben^nc de l(|ibutin, baron 
de Chantal, of the elder branch of the house of Ra- 
hutin, and Marie de Coulanges, of a forensic family 
scarcely less illustrious. She w^as only a year and a 
half old, when the English made a descent upon 
the island of in aid of Rochelle, and the pro- 
testants of France. M. de Chantal opposed them 
at the head of a corps of gentlemen, who volunteered 
upon the occasion. Tlu; artillery of the enemy’s 

♦ Ba^y^p wrote in Ivs Letters; “ I very much wish I could know 
koiuething this lady; I would put it into my Dictionary.'* Chauffepted 
endeavoured to supply it in hisj but, noiwithstandiug the ntimeroua 
quotations with wltich it U loaded, his account is aa imperfect, as it w 
dry and uointercfiting. 
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wbidi piK>tected, the dis^ndiarkation, poured 
upon tlie^Frenclv; 'fheir chief was- killed upon the 
spot, with alAHTst^^hc wl^ole of<his company. It has 
even been said, i\nit he by the band of Cromwell. 
Historians have -pmiscd the valour of Chantai; hut 
his ex])loits gained him more renown than favour. 
What we read in hk daughter’s letters % 

ficlently shows,, t%t^^ 7 was less a courtier than a 
warrior, and that ib^^roud and caustic language 
could qgi descend"'to tone which the great. 
French lords began tcf^^jpi^me before the terrible 
and artful. Ridiclieu. 

It appears, that jnadeii||^elle de Rahutin lost her 
mother sliortity after; ibf, in the year H)36, ma¬ 
ternal grandfather,,]Vfl‘^iiC.Couianges, took the care 
oi her education : he died, however, before the end 


of that year; and her uncle, Cbristoplie de Cou- 
langcs, abb4 de Livry, then supplied to her the place 
of a father; and there is little doubt that this was a 
happy event for since, on her widowhood, we 
see tier place hers«f again under the protection of 
this good uncle, and, fifty years after, wc in a man<* 
ncr hear her deplore his death, with expressions of 
the most filial regard. 

The name of Chantai recalls a woman celebrated 


in a very different way; a woman whom the popes 
have* placed upon the altars. The young Rabutin 
was the grand-daughter of a sainWfud a foundress; 
a species of celebrity from which moiMists do not 
appear to exclude women. But the blessed Chantai 
had no doubt sufficient occupation, as mother of tiie 


* S«e Letttrs 8^B And^io. 
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Chlirch, and of some hundreds of Visitandbmf*^ , 
for she completely tiispensed' witH ^the duties of a 
grandmother: at l^st, we do iioti&id that she took 
any care of the orphan, who was the cliiW of her 
abn. Madame de S^vignd only held from her a sort 
of hereditary tie with the sisters of Saintc Marie, 
whom we find her visiting wherever she stops, at 
Paris, at Moulins, at Valeno||«-in^ritany, in Pro¬ 
vence, &c. The reader will J lif g a whether we ought 
to regret that she did Tec(#e fiom tMl’grand¬ 
mother an education, wnich; periiaf)s, might have 
rendered her more devou^^t would not^ 1 believe, 
have rendered her letters.||iibrc pleasing. 

Neither the infancy, nor early youth of madame 
de Sdvignd, arc known. Wfi^'know what were her 
principles on the cdueation of young women; but 
we have no particulars of her own education. If we 
may judge of the manner in wduch women of lier 
rank were brought up, fey the influence they held in 
aifiiirs of state, and in society, \^must suppose that, 

> to use the language of the times, nothing was want¬ 
ing to their goodly nurture. Mademoiselle de Ra- 
hutin seldom quitted her relations, who were well- 
informed persons. She tells vs, that slie was the 
associate of her cousin de Coulangcs, whose educa¬ 
tion was a very excellent one. She tells us also^ that 
she was brought up at court: tliis court was less the 
court of Lewis^.'XIlI., than of Richelieu, who, tyrant 
as he was, bdd understanding himsell^ and loved to 
discover ireven in women, I will not say, that tlie 

■ * Thr baronpss dr Clianta], in 1610 , began to found the institution 
of the Nuns of the Visitaiioii, under tiu; direction of St. Francis de 
Sales. 
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knowkdge th^t di^pkiys itself in her letters^ |(ives 
tlie measure Of |ker education; for I perceive tbayt 
she knew liow td^prove it hefsdf^ as* it often hap¬ 
pens with well-oiganistfd minds, t^dgrais iniornis 
us^ tliat it was not tUl late in life, that xnodnme de 
la Fayette thought of applying herself to tlie study 
of the Latin tongue; and apparently her friend did 
not begin it mudfi eaiHer. What she says oi ItaliaO^ 
indiciites tliat she»d(llisight it to lidTscif, assisted by 
MenagiknOr Cliapeldtn, who M^ere both assiduous ia 
their attentions to her.' it ivas late, no doubt, be¬ 
fore she (acquired many^ |$vts of information ; for if 
there ever was a time wh^p the cnthiisidsm oi learn¬ 
ing took possession ot women, it ceitainly was not at 
the period of inadomc difSdvigne’s cntiancc into the 
uorld. Be this as it may, it is evident from her 
letters, that her education was paiticulaily attended 
to; there prexails in all she wiote an excellence of 
^tyle, that cannot be attained without great exercise 
and culiiintion. ^ 

An exact portrait of her person, would savour of 
romance, and would be out of place; we may, how¬ 
ever, represent the young Kabuthi to bur imagina¬ 
tion, as a truly handsome woman, with more cha¬ 
racter of countenance than beauty; with features 
uioie expressive than commanding; an e<isy figure, 
a stature lathcr tall than shoit; a redundancy of 
6nc lijfht hair; excellent hcaltli fu'C colour; a 
brilliant complexion ; eyes, tlic viva-^ity of which 
gave ad Htioi^ animation to her laiiguige and agi- 
tit\ to liM ri\>\cincMits; a plta'-ing \oicc; a.^ much 
knowledge of iqiisie as existed in those days, and of 
dancing, in wlijcb ‘^he excelled foi the times. This 
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^jip^i^nts hin^ tp im as 

jeerer an4 pynstoA. 4)^^ limit the loyely 

t>_1 . 1 . _1 1_ 


Bpr^unidiSap h^i 


©h%ed to coAceal 
high spirits, beiwe ftrely Breton, and that it 
depended only on her to have a very pleasant house. 

To say, that the first years of tins nmrriage were 
happy, is not to abuse conjecture; it is only to catch 
the tone of the collection. The 

fruits of the ]caai7l^^K||tere slow. ^ The first was a 
son, Clippies de born in March 16471* 

His sister followed hin^. lAortly after. It appears 
that inadarae de Sdvi^n&uever had a third child, 
and knew not the grief loss, which would have 
affected her mere keenly 'ftan any other. 

Tlie relationship of liie 6<^vignds to the fiiinous 
coadjutor de Retz, attached them to the Fronde. 
Tlie rnarqub, however, docs not appear to have 
taken so active a part in it as hb uncle, Henaud, 
chevalier de S^vign^. Though tlic latter died in 
the arms ^ piety, at Port Royal, we sec him in 
1619, during the siege of Parb, negociating witli 
the court, in the name of the coadjutor, and, what 
is more, fighting at the head of a regimdnt raised at 
the expense of the prelate, under the name of the 
Regiment de Corinthe; an unlucky adventure, which 
was called, as is well known, tlic First 0/ Cari»/fiiaR9t. 


• T!ie title of this pamphTet is, Reltmtt du Due de LongumUe^ 
(Retreat of tlie Duke de LongueviUe) It is a of the Frundcora, 
through which riins*the best vein of humour. 

'I” See the fiist Ltuer of this collection. yi 

t Le Courier buif^que de la Guerre de Petris (the hurlesque Cott* 
tier of the Parisian a sort of journal in verse, speaks Ct^lthis re> 
treat as having been w^1 juauaged, and well understood befbrt'« tzo«^ 
licptiior in number. 
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Sdvi^d was a zealous Frondeur^ and 
diverted herself at ^ eixpllh^ art hearfllj 

ofte. I ini^" ’tihis' ftoi^ij^pKer ^ Sassy’s % 
^tiVeh makes it less doul^l^ because it Is iddfe^i^d 
to herself/ The spirit of ‘patty eaaly ^pricrgs up in 
an imagination like hers ; ahd the l^irlt' of family 
willingly drags along with it all those of its order. 
Besides, she lived in great i^ini^whh the duchess 
de Chktillon f, who at that^^jy mourning for 
her husband, killed in fight^ fdt the ^rondel. 
She called her sister; 1|li^ as women oircn weep 
hrom imitation, it is notki|iogular that they should 
love and hate in fellowsra^ ~ 

But at that time she mnted no pe^nal motives 
foe ilMiumour. If it be" fUte, as is maintained in 
the love theses brought iiito vogue by the pedantic 
gallantly of cardinal de Richelieu, that a beauty had 
rather see the man she loves, dead, than unfaithful, 
M. de S^vignd took every step to place his wife in a 
similar situation with that of madame df Ch^tillon. 
It was about this time, that, after many private and 
transient infidelities, he at last sacrificed her more 
"^dpenly to a wqi^n too wortliy of this rivalship by 
)ier charms; I mean the^celebrated Ninon de TBn- 
clos, who, bom for the happiness of alt that was ami¬ 
able at that period, seemed destined to be the tor¬ 
ment of Sdvign^ alone, during almost her whofe iRe. 

». » jSee aie Bixtl^Ei^ter of this colloeiion. , 

•I* See the Letter of the thiol of February 1695. 

I The ba^e of Charenton. Tlie great Cond<{ ^ed tean at the news 
virtMjIft divb, which 4ld not preveat him iifMn jlmpng gaett cndBliy Spon 
in^a aowneteom|»oted^ tfabewt,«the grieC-sf akadanie 
i^'OhltiUoa’u canpared to that of Aiteniiiia. ' ' ^ 
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|Nothifig can cpi|ipoi^^t}iaQ that by tlie side 

of an iDjured be found excititig 

her to retaliatioiSr^To this species of aeduc^CIi 
repubed u not so conunon. But the wife* who ac¬ 
cepts a lover merely because she is neglected by l^er 
liusband* shows but too plainly bow much occasion 
she has ior lum; «she only offers a revenge* and she 
demands assistance: first is not very fiattcring 

the lov^ and the ijiit b humiliating to the mistress. 
Madam de S^vignd Deceived all this* notwith¬ 
standing her youth* ana mrough all her resentment 
Understanding* whatever may be said to the con¬ 
trary, b a great securitp^to virtue*. Bussy* her 
cousin* handsome* Ihik^ replete with talents* and 
the confidant of her husnand* became her confidant 
also; and it was he who* proclaiming the Injuiy* 
offered the revenge. He was refused with a calm 
firmness* and without tlie ostentatious noise ^ 
prudery. With whatever malignant charm he 
clothel his recital* hb epigrams do less harm to 
his cousin* than his boastings do good to himself. 
It is in vain for him to make a of, bis double 
breach of confidence* of the indbcrction which 
crowned hb stratagem* and of the sequel of tlib ad¬ 
venture ; hb malice savours too strongly of the spite 
of mortified vanity; the part of hb cousin is too 
noble* his too indelicate. A wicked proceeding can 
only make a .good story with persons of tlie same 
character. ^ 

* When xudame^ SAngn^t ^fher UrtteM^iftys* 
had^poUtd ahft wafficientlv conSmw Uw iPpg|Miyi|pi»^ m 

tlie Amours de Gaulei a woik that coiiuira more acundiil tbm WtUNb 
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H/iMiLmR dc S^vigiw wa3 at tbatthne only tweiuy^l 
li^ ^e^cfage, passe^||^Npdatemcerta^ 

iaf.tte eariy part of ,th& yaarc .llffi^rA'fatv* s^onths 
aftenvardsr experienced'a^ill more painful trial. 

Siie lostUer husband by a sanguinary deatbii'" He was 
killed in a duel. The cause of thb encounter is not 


known; there.is no appearance of jealousy* having 
placed a sword in the- ha| 9 d; cd‘ M. He 
Bussy would not have failed to have spoken of it 
dbciple ol ^inon hadj^her the contrarfibult, of 
usdi^Terence, which is al\\3iys afHktiug to u feeling 
woman. But of wlmt avail is it to concern ourselves 
respecting the motives of a duel in''these times ? 


Fre(|uently the combatants ^^^Ives were at a loss 
to discover it f 


Whoever has read madame de S^vign^, will rea¬ 
dily believe what is related of her extreme grief. 
But, as she says herself, speaking of the abbd de 
Coulanges, he extricated me from the abyss in 
which 1 was plunged at the,;death of -M. %le Se- 
▼ign^,*’ we coochide, that she was soon obliged to 
deprive Jterself oj^tlie relief of tears, to fulfil lier new 
dutk% that of attending to the educafion of her 
two young children, and of repairing the frightfiil 
ruin of their fortune. The auccess with which this 


. widow of twenty-fi;ve discharged this dhoble duty, 
fkppeais in her letters by a thousand interesting 
dettuls. : 


1 knOP pheic M. dc Vuixelln ooald hfre taken this idea, 


vkidi fact diaproves. 
ji^liplfinajealotis. 


It is much inofe'|»rot4d>le tlat auUame d« 
See Lener 6S4. .j* 
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Hiiergo6d sense^ natural rectitude, and laudably 

C iid«^ gave ker sjtaile for econensy; and the ad\ioe 
f her nmde ^ understand it. Her taind^ 

iioew khstandm^ HKabtt |f sacrificiDg to die Gnic% 
liad BO repugmnce to business. Slie well knew how 
to sell estates, receive her rents, direct her 

ivoikmen, dec* She did not tiust to her bealitj 
alone for gaining law*suits. Menage relates, that 
one day, recommending an aOuir i^th great ease 
and faijnplicity to the president de Bellidvre, she fdt 
herselt uPlast a little embarrassed with the terma40 

m # 

be used, when site sald^ At least, sir, 1 know the 
air peitectly, but 1 forget the words,” 

With regard to education, not only do the merit 
of her son and clau^t||[i as well as their virtues^ 
show the c\tcnt of her capacity in this lespect, but 
it would be easy to extract from her letters a series 
of maxims upon the subject; by which it would bf 
seen, that, far fium adhering to the false methods in 
vogue in her days *-y she liad foretold many of thf 
improvements, of whieli we are justly vain in ours. 

I sec few other traces of wliat became of madame 
de b^vign^ during the first three years of her widow* 
hood. But In the winter of 1^54,1 find her again 
in the most brilliant society of Paris and the couiti 
witli all the success of wit and beauty attending her* 
1 see ker aa^duously froqumiting the circles of ma* 
dame de Montausier. Fn>m the peiiod -of her mar* 
riage, the latt^c attracted to hei house all the men 

* In Letter 411 &he#qg[ret« htiTing pbeed bOr dwghtci iaV 
recording to the ih# t UMl . 




and connoisseurs^ at least, all v^pre^ -. 
tended to this name; \^hichina^t|^ hotel de Ram* 
hc^let, with the .^epticm Jf 9 Hies, very 

sizeable and even useful^ sin<^^\re.indeb^ to 
it for having taught men of the world to ^timate 
letters, while men of loiters learned theie a know¬ 
ledge of tlie world, and that part of good taste which 
neither nature nor even reading bestow. 

it was there, that, amopg, those who aspired to 
please her who pleased every one, the j^rince dc 
C^ti, brother of the great Cond^, was particularly 
distinguished He possessed the insinuating graces 
of. mind, which were wanting in his elder brotlier; 
and he announced a premeditated Resign to attack 
the heart of madame de ^vigne: but tlie marriage 
of this prince, wdiich took place in the following 
winter, precluded him, no doubt, from pursuing 
his gallant intentions. 

At the same period, a similar enterprise was at¬ 
tempted, and in a much more serious manner, by a 
personage who was scarcely less formidable, the ce¬ 
lebrated and unfortunate Fouquet. He had hardly* 
been superintendent of the finances for a year; and 
his gallantries, less notorious and less numerous than 
they afterwards became, had as yet nothing very 
alarming to a woman of delicacy, jealous of her re¬ 
putation. We know, too, that he hadftthe requisites 
of understanding, credit, and magnificence, that w^ere 
calculated to make him succeed. ^He failed, how¬ 
ever, tp his extreme regret, and at the same ,time 
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not ‘'fefi?^atlt of pets^^kir&hce, for it if&s 
af^j^^beforO ^ lile thii hope, i®d resigiS'^ 

huhirelffK^filds^ttp,’which alone 
6iitr ^^^m'khiiek(e»nplai 7 addow; It 
seldom that a i^fhsal en^ thus, with a Mo spoiled' 
by alLsort3f%f favours; and wO have to' lament, that 
the aacehdaht of virtue has not given ud a ^dicienf 
account of this^trlumph. ^'Wc wish to know^ the ex¬ 
pedients to winch niadame de Sdvigne had recouiNIe^ 
to comfort the pride she had disheartened. Her 
great art ^t^ms to liavc been her cheerfulness 
her candour. The little importance she attached 
her severity, led him who suffered from it to treat k 
more lightly. Not aj^earihg to see his pretensions, 
she caused him to forget tkiem. Seff-Iove resembles 
cliildren, who, if they are not observed, fall down 
without crying. 

In the number of her adorers, we remark further, 
a man of letters, a courtier and author, and a third 
who was neither the one nor the dther. 


The abbd Manage is die first of these. And his 
was not mere poetical gallantry, as might be 
posed from th^ Italian madrigal hecOlQb|iloscd*bii‘her* 
His reply to her reproaches for not having written 
to her, shows a serious attachment, I did write a 
letter,” said h^ but I thought it too empassioned 
to send ' He paid her a visit in Britany. 

He relates hiimelf, that, during this journey with 
mddame de L^vardlh, he said tender things to her, 
and txx)k her han^s to kiss them; itjjon Whicji this* 
lady said to him, “ I see you are rehearsing for 
dame de Sevign^.” ^^nage could ill brook ma^m^ 
de Sevigne’s jests uj[}on this curious p^ission* uiie 



^dts^thsfc-lic tifltt^ jm oMittMM* iiitinmniihi ihni to 

c^^risge^ 

lyiu^ to his 9^?»xim^tm 

inour at sating hijn|^ tiiiMlx^^ wim 

Bussy published this he aholt epi¬ 

gram at hioa. F 04 ^gretihly to the i&ste of tbs 
times, the good M^age laved to hke in a iMrned 
Janguege, as well as to sigh in a foreiga one* 

The cottrtier and author who was his rival, is leas 
known by his writings than by his long intimaej 
with madame de Maiotenon, whose education he 
had in some degree finished, and whom he wished 
at two very different periods to many: at the time 
of her greatest distress, and that of her higliest for¬ 
tune ; when she became the widow of an indigent 
and palsied poet, and when a handsome and power¬ 
ful monarch offered her his hand. This was die 
chevalier dc Merd. Mdnage, in dedicating a book 
to him, speaks of their former competition for ma- 
damc dc Sdvigne. 1 willingly bore her greater 
love for ) ou, because 1 also loved you better than 1 
loved myself.” Some allowance must be made here 
for the style of a dedication. Meanwhile, the mix¬ 
ture of chivalrous gallantly with the taste for wit, 
had established in society the usage of certain avow- « 
ed attachments, of which tlie only expense were a 
few attentions, and a great many wntii^gSi* it was a 
eornmeice purely oi wit, and prefemble to the Ita¬ 
lian system of cicisbei, though sbrnewhat similar to 
it. TJ. is is all we^ can «ee in the coBoaxion hotweea 
jna|jbj^e>^ S^vign^ and the dievalier de Mdrd. 
1 ^ mind was berides more dj^pOske to hers than ' 
any’that could be found even 4o the society of the 
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viNricteii * gtelit tM 
Ifemkter 41# the phmie de 
|p0Pvcfii!SS muse which Is 
ckeA i^imsss t» Hasei^feiS ti» him. But h» eU 
tempts at s t egg aatt turns irtt^j^rages have converted 
fats laimtHl^ie liSlo heMdjttst^ iiid the most taste 'ss 
afiectatkHi* Madame de S^vigod nev^ mentions 
him in her letters, widiout a sort of rancour agftinst 
his chun de Htyie (villainous style); which renders 
tlie snceeat of the homage he had consecrated to her 
more than doubtful 

Lastly, the count du Laide passed also for having 
made love to her. But even Bussy, ^ith all his de¬ 
sire to place his cousin in the list of women of gal¬ 
lantry, has not a word to say upon this connealon. 
The letters of madame de Sevign^ exhibit only an 
agreeable and true h'iend in this pretended lover. 
M. du Lude was a mao of sense,qi|oted for his witti¬ 
cisms, and he eagerly sought after the conversation of 
a person who suffered not the smallest spark to escape 
her notice, is described to us, and she repre¬ 
sents herself, as delighting in sallies of wit, ready to 
seize and embellish the first text tliat presented it¬ 
self, taking fire at the first prime, and returning a 


was named Aeorges Bnmin, waa of an ancient of Poitou, 
and bad acfaadiaawittn 


* He was Darned,^ 

theaiarinedeipafaoent. He died in IS*^. He 
was bora in the begiAning of the centufj, and waa twen^ yean okifr 
tlian laadatne de Sdvwnt, The fot)owing la a niigular inatance of hie 
pedantic tnrn for taHe nd delicacy. He aneita in one of' hia tiaatiaea^ 
that Aldcander, hi captiTV, the ((tteeii of Penia, motter, hm 

dedeLent in pofitaneaa, hccanaa it not uaihSlIi^ htr ihtt oho 
longer yoni^; a dnag hig|d|«icnah« whifiet, 

YOL, I. ’ b 


b 
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thotfkaad fthote for who«iieF>i^fodii{f4p|l^^ 

giiUitioa. She avn^ e«nM dilia)efaarmingfim|H^ 
tii>n to the extreme. But a]l|lldfe9tly 
{iraferred this extreme (htKl wh(»kat«olriM#)|i^ 
ta 9 te ?) to the contrary defoct^ to the stenlky of ear- 
taia disdainful or jealous mlnds^ who suffer eveiyr 
sprightly sally to fell to the ground, for wttit of 
feiowing bow to answer it. Such persons had rathe? 
wither with dullness^ than suffer it to be supposed, 
that it has been possible to please thein. They m»* 
nage so well, that all whor might make themselves 
a^eeable, renouiiee the attempt as vain. By this 
QMiaDS the habit of animated conversatiou is lost; a 


^cies of pleasure in which the French spirit tri¬ 
umphs, ai^d which has scarcely ever been found with 
aay other people, at least, with all its varieties. 

Was madamc de Sdvignd, though a stranger to 
tba arts of coquetry, unacquakated with the force of 
love ? Does she suffer no portion of the secret his¬ 
tory of her heart to escape her in tliese Letters, writ¬ 
ten with so mw;li freedom, and, as she herself ex¬ 
presses it, impetuosity ^ These are tlie questiorw 
asked by a sentimental reader, whilst the malignant 
inquirer into the virtues of women wishes to know 
what hers had to encounter, and whether nature 


had not all the honour. These resrarehes would 
be more useless than those which havcHju&lj' ab many 
pains to learned biographers. Let *' 'therefore leave 
the reader something to guess, certain that 

slandoF/itself has been able to atta<m no weakn^ to 


e de S^ignd; which may be considered as a 
phenomenon In those times of tlie regency 


# 
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t^e illusiotis of heart 'and tiie^lire of thBflei||w 

fcaidlile teMuo^ ficnr tKia pat* 
ikMM wh<a; anabitioii, tfce 4eaifB of and^^df 

takii^ tiie lead^ and th# of factkuiv. led away 
iha wiant )MMwb and the weakest mkaiis ; whan in^ 
tijigiMi^ of note the most noble kittd» hield to attaelv- 
raents stHl hsa roaaantte; when fine wonienTtodt t 
lover mmo fie tho sake of party^ than-for pleasures 
in sKortpi when aU the actora tar this fbcdish acesw 
were the celatioof^ friends^ and ialiinate acquainlb 
once ef onr yoiiii^ vi^dow. > 

But besides the oflto of gallants, madaoie de S& 
vignd received maiqi proposals of marriage, and 1 a 
vain. She had aot been a* happy wile; she was m 
rich widow, and a fond esother: cultivating with 
success the public esteem, her understanding, 
feienda, and her childten, she wished for no other 
happiness. Tlie happiness^ however, which fell to her 
lot, wes not widiout alloy. She suffisred in her 
fiiendfilup^ and saw attacks made upon her reputar 
tion. s 

Tiie'imppisomncnt, exile,, and tl^ disgrace in gs* 
neral, not unmerited, of cardinal-de Beta, were her 


first grief. She always saw in -hini her good genius, 
and an amiabk man,who appreciated her.fetter than 
any othtoapoa^n, and upon whose advancement she 
built tliJ fineYif one part of her ihmily, and t{ie 
hopes of the The.memoirs of the carding 

inforhi us, that Igs fti^Kt frmn jlhe.chateap. de^Nant^ 
was principally lappptred thci chevalier, 
vi^id She recall^ , to , 
the painful situatidh in which these events 

b2 
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her in'the course of the year 1653) and ti 
i||| enes*. * 

*fn the mean time another ilridnd occa4i0hj^‘'lifti' 
itill greater uneasiness. The vainest mefa 
most arbitrary. The refiitel of some service,'"l^hich, 
doubtless, depended n6t on her, suddenly embroiled 
her with her cousin Bussyf. He had often re¬ 
proached her with being too much taken vp ivith 
virtue, Why,” said he, do you give yourself so 
nmcli trouble about a reputation, which a calum- 
Ixiator may destroy^” He was himself this dangerous 
calumniator. In his resentment, he wrote against 
her the article in question, in which he respects tiuth 
merely for the sake of stabbing more deeply; in 
whidh, for want of vices to bring against her, he 
charges her with absurdities; in which he makes 
her character a sort of moral paradox, pretending 
that an unimpeachable conduct concealed an impure 
heart, and that she had at least an inclination for all 
the follies which she did not commit. Though the 
falsity of this poitiait appears in his codtiadictioiis, 
there is no doubt, thanks to the general malignity of 
the world, that it made more impiession at that 
time, than in the present day, and that he wantonly 

♦ Lrttir 501. 

*1* Tlie strvKL dcmuTidcd of liis rousin by Bussyj^as not a loan, as 
<re Mf at first led to bebevc, for he himself owns th^ftHrtHother occa¬ 
sion, she had generously assisted him But the pwt of th? da 

Gdigules in winch he atneks her, written in 1659,|f>d a lettci of August 
'^1657, the seventeenth of this edition, protc thatpicu quarrel toulc place 
l^ttreen tj^esc two periods It was precisely at fbis time, too, that M. 
Fouque^howed himself my much dissatisfied with him , whence I in- 
fe wM i gt iha good office hts cousin refused him, belonged to some in- 
purpose of reiciststiug him in the fiivoor of the sqpezin- 

fendenC. 
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jLiitit: 


pierced a heart >born for iQve virtue in 
branches, and even the ren<wn tlmt follows it. Long’ 
jid the wound : feeling hearty retain the Im-] 
pfasgjon of evil as well ns of good; %nd hence th^ 
meaning of the ingenitai|f$&ying» Revenge is th^e 
gratitude for injurie&*’ Madame de S^vigne took< no 
revenge; she even pardoned Bussy, but it was with 
difficulty^ and not perhaps without restriction. Fre?< 
quent recollections of injuries escape her in her Let^ 
ters to him; and they are wanting, at least, in that 
bloom of confidence, which we in smc degree inhi^ 
in what she says fo her other friends; this is thlis 
only point in which this part of her correspondence 
has appeared less worthy of her. 

To this affliction succeeded the reverse of fcatune 
which precipitated the unfortunate Fouquet from- 
the height of his power into a perpetual prison. 
Here she herself paints her anxiety in her Letters, 
in which she places lierself by the side of La Fon« 
tainc, ill heart as well as in style. 

What can be added to tliis ? Her letters, how* 
ever, speak of nothing but the trial, and the trial 
did not begin till three years after Fouquat was^iui^ 
rested. The thunderbolt which’'struck him, sni!-- 
prised his friends, like himself, in all the illusions 
his fortune. ^Madame de Sevign^ was almost wlthm 
its rea^|^::jS,s£^ she had reason to tremble for herself. 
The suj^erint^ndent resembled, in character as we/j 
as t^nts, a Arinister whom we have seen in biir 
da^; he was^squally brilliant, equrJly prodigal, 
treating affisirs of consequence ligl)tly, and 
ing no pleasure. The amiable widon^' 
into a correspondence of wit and ffiendly^PH^& 



wfth^iiD; aafntioceirt and naCtnttl cb&iddiice 
tDwttnds viat, who kid ftren litf llae' best pnof of 
that snt of esteem, H^deli a ]Mw4rul esd^l^rai* 
ttSnded man iloes not etMeitain for oiie sex -in^ 
ikin mootfaier. It wasskmlllikiwD, wac^Wos^ 
quefs fm^is, lettem ^^sdre fotnid ’which eitpfcsed 
numy wonacB of the oomt. Those of madame de 
Sdrign^ ootibl do him no bjory. They were in the 
hands of Le Tellier, secretary of state, who’dadared 
them to be *<the most honoamhlh letters in the 
wnrid ;** but it & possible, that her ^ttk gaiety 
liii%ht have tMted certain things and persons ao- 
OflrtBng to their deserts; and there are times when 
railleries pass for confederacies. A letter of Bussy^ 
shows, that her apprebrnsions were sufocieotly strong 
for her to withdraw for a time to some distance into 


tlie country^. The cabal, which had destroyed Fou* 
qnd, wished it to be believed, that he was supported 
by a powerfol party. In these cases, the first blow 
is struck upon whatever presents itself first; this is 
the ordinary step in the revedutions of courts, as well 
mill other revokitions; and we recogniBe equally in 
dmiithe exerdse of private revenge; two reflections 
that mnst be placed by the side df the alarm and 


precautions of madame de S^vignd, to expiain what 
ai^ieaite extravaguit m them. ^ 

* Memoires de Biissy. It iras to him Le TelU«r ^te thi^afOuiBble 
testimony. See the Letter dated 8 June, 1668. He apuggeratea yhat he 
had dotieforluaeoaiin, thoiq^h upon itt terms vtiVlier, at the 
'ToB^iet'sfidU He adds: ** Vott were not cealiy^pniouylHa you^Snm 
lit ^ meaning eith^ estate of ^ear .Rmwas* er pee* 

Madame de Sully, afterwards duchess de Vemeuil, was tho 
le de Sdirign^. In Letter 437 she says that spent 
^ofker life inr-tiib cdwitiy^ ■ *. 
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•f b«^ Mlly iit^dyb^^ 

^ 9FX>n wi*tH s^hsaimt^ 

%|» emf»> i3ii a to^iii XlV. ^gaft to 

mOi^er so Wiltiaat. €Otertiiiip(ieot^ of 
«aBles^i Jo t^e yom 1665^ wili oot be 

iitemt^ fhHa ti^ of mao^ tbelr ifigot)|QOs 

comppskion land elegant, nmgnifieenee Jiving ftt* 
tdered them worthy of the historical pencil wiw 
which Voltaire immortalises every thipg he torches. 
Madame do Sdidgirfi^ though , formed to ornament 
this great theatre by he^ own charms, appeared at it 
merely to enjoy the success ^of her daughter, W]^o^/|pi 
the first bloom of beauty^ and endowed with Supes^ 
understanding and talents, was presented in 1068. 
MademdiseUe de Sdvign^ took a part in the ballets 
in which the king himself danced before a crowded 
court, in these she assumed the character of a shep* 
herdess. Benserade, ^ who,” says Voltaire, “ bad a 
singular talent for little complimentary pieces, in 
which he always made delicate and pointed allusions 
to the characters of the performers, to the personages 
of ancient or fabulous history whom they tepreseni*. 
ed, or to the passions whicli animated .^e coU^*' 
wrote many verses on her upon these occasions, ih 
which he also Irequently celebrated her mother. ^ 

It will nc^t be superfluous, 1 think, to obs^te,.t^'^ 
it ww jrlii* very period that madame de S^vignd 
interested hCrself With so ifidck fop| 
Fo^ud. air and admiration of a ctoutt 

produce ^ her their usual efliect, that of ii 
itig fcfrgetfhhies!it)#the tinfortutinte. 

'• '"At the sa^ time, other,flrtends tn dh 
fience^ In like|mAaner« lierfidelityi 
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t))en resisted the the clergy, the 
meots, and even the himself. Wer4 
Hnes^ condemned by the latter^ to be 
in Jansenius ?^ln imputing them to him» 

^ougiit of quoting the ;pas8i^ from the bo4 
taire is astonished at the circumstance, as If th,yS0i^r 
would have resolved the questiim. But the pope’s 
bull was before the eyes of the whole world, and 
there was no disagreement on the question, whe» 
thcr the bull made Jansenius the author of the 
lines. Piobably Jansenius himself would not have 
been believed. Madame de Sevign€ interested her> 
self little in these things, except for the sake of 
persons. But her relations with Port-Royal were 
intimate. It is not so well known, and indeed is 
of little importance in lUelf, that she laid the first 
stone of one of the wings of this house, built 
at the expense of her uncle, the chevalier de S<^- 
vigne, who had retired thither. He waa tormented, 
no doubt, by the afTaii of the formuLu'y. Besides, 
the most illustrious among these illustrious recluses, 
the Arnauld family, were then in exile. It will be 
seen how deeply she was affected at their mis* 
fortunes. 


The establishment of her children, and particu¬ 
larly the marriage of her daughter, soon became her 


only concern. The latter was scarcely t^e^tv years 
of age, yet an event, which was to intenupt h^r hap* 
piness, seemed to arrive too slowly to tl^ls disinte^st* 
ed mother. She had herself, however^ rejected mOi*e 
than one/jpportunity. She could see few men wor- 



al|^ch a daughter. She pleasantly describee 
milgstry in raising obstacles fqr the purpose' of 



^ tfxtnuft sftTmt. 

discfMirt^ illigtijW[ Ip. 

w» tft^ rti^i^age df iifcladeiliWel^ S^vignebfblceii 
^ tHoii^K VeVy fef *M. de ‘Cadcrousse 

^ di MertnviUe, Veiry distiftgutslied Pro- 

vibcals, ^tight licr '^Jkidging by thd memoirs 
df the ^mes, thd ill sueBd^ of tlie fifst was a fortu¬ 
nate eirctxTnsta‘hce for her. At length, on the 29th 
January 1669, she was married to another Ptoven- 
^al, the count de Grignan. The sequel of these 
letters sufficiently make known the character of the 
husband, and the happinqss of the union. 

Madame de S^vignd began soon afterwards the* 
establishment of her son, by purchasing for him si 
military commission. These were two great sacri¬ 
fices of fortune to her at once : hut she appeared 
‘50 little to perceive it, Uiat we should scruple to 
heighten their little merit. 

Madame de S^vign^ had flattered herself that by. 
man) ing her daughter to a courtier, she should spend 
her life with her. But M. de Grignan, who was. 
lieutenant-general of the government of Piovence, 
received an order soon after his marriage, to repair 
thither; and in the end, he commanded qlmost al- 
najs in the absence of the duke de Vendome, who 
was the governor. Then began a second widowhood 
for niadanie de S^vign^, more painful perhaps than" 
the fir^t; I mean the absence of her daughter, to 
whicl^i^gowe the letters of the mother. Those in- 
J^rvaM^Which she considered as her evil times, were ' 
forflitiate moments for posterity: we enjoy her pti^i. 
vations, and as soon asr‘she is made happy, we l^ecome 
suffitrers In our turn ; and find ourselves 
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ihatj fbr out pleasure, she was not more 
ao<i for a longer peiiod,||IBteteil by this scpan r> 

From this era, the life of madame de 
contained in tbe letters which ate now prese^j^^^^^^« 
the reader. Some joerneys, the loss of a'** 
friends, the campaigns, dangers, hopes, littU 
gnlarities and maiiuge of her son, but partieuidily 
the various fortunes of her daughter, and at lengtli, 
some changes in lier own health, form the only 
events of her life. As poor in (act*;, as it was rich 
in sentiments, it would onl^ furnish a dry narration, 
if her pen did nut give life to the most trifling oc¬ 
currences. It is euouirh fot me to have thrown a 
little light upon the hitherto unktmwii prcliminaiy 
scene of this interesting diama; let the heroine in 
fitture speak for herself. 

There remain, however, some particulais, which 
her letters do not supply, or which they leave us to 
guess at imperfectly, by trivial relations, oi short 

hints. 

The marriage of M. de S^vigne in 1684, placed 
this generous mother in a situation of constraint and 
inconvenience by the sacrifices she made. We per¬ 
ceive, indistinctly, that at that time, whether to me¬ 
liorate her foitune, or from other motives, her fiiends 
and even her daughter formed various ^lans for her; 
there was an idea of procuring her a place at court, 
and she was even advised to marry agi» • , 
she rejected as a folly that had no att 
her* 

* LeU^ 7^ It 
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Aiaong otli^ advantages she had that of pi»si^« 
ing her exterior charms t o^ yery late period. 

£u8sy applied to her the bmesqvie verses trliich Ben* 
a^ide addressed to the imipny 


£t toujours frateliS £t to^ours blonde* 
Vous votts maiiitesM pat te monde % 


she was forty^ix years of age, abd more than fifty* 
two, when madame dc Scudery wrote to Bussy : I 
met madame de Sdvign^ the other day,“whom 1 tliinic 
handsome still f. Hence this name of M6re-beautfe 
(mother beauty) given heV by Qoulanges. Her cot^t^ 
tution was good, and she managed it with great jndj^ 
ment. For some time, she was thought to have h 
tendency to apoplexy and was sent to the waterik 
This alarm did not last. In thirty years the enljr 
disorder she had known #as rheumatism. 

She therefore experienced little of the hard^/ 
condition of women, the rapid transition iix»m youth 
to age, of whkh nature warns them by signs, as paini* 
ful as they are certain, and for which society is ill 
calculated to console them. Bnt it is to those who 
have built their happiness upon the success of thmr^ 
charms, to women of gallantry or coqueti^, that tli^ 
crisis is the most painful. Happy adl her lik, by thi^ 
exercise of natural and pure affections, madme de 
Sdvignd thought less of the ravages of time; aud it 


* And ^eir fresh and ever lUr, 

The eo)>poftB yen hlgli hi atr. 

Collection of |l)e letters of Bussy for the year 1678. See hwpSf* ’ 
trait under the nyine of Sojtkronw in the DicHonnaxn des 
hy^auonalse. 
t LetterSJS. 
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was not for her tliat her friend llochefoucault l^«ui 
saidy that the hell of ^ ^ icn is old age.” 

When death terminated her existence at the ' 
seventy, her illness, the result of her unc'-’ 
and the fatigues she had endured for six mo 
her daughter’s account, toolc her by surprise, and 
announced by no symptom. It was short. Madame 
de S^vign^ in her last moments 'showed hpr head to 
be as sound, as her heart was irreproachable *, Se¬ 
veral letters describe to us the affliction of her 
friends. We cannot read the bitterness of tlieir 


complaints, and the Ipng duiatiuii of their legiet, 
without being affected. Madame de Sevignd w?s 
interred in the collegial church of Grignati. It is 
about thirty years ago, that marshal de M uy, to W'hom 
this estate then Ijclonged, caused her coffin to he dug 
Up and deposited in a cenotaph raised in the ccntie 
of the same cliurch. It was this tomb, which, it 
has been said, was violated, W'hen the search foi lead, 
and generally the public necessity, ser\ed as a pretext 
for many other outrages. 

Without pretending to encroach upon the privi¬ 
leges of the panegyrist, I feel as if every observation, 
that has a tendency to illustrate madame dc Sevignt’s 
•e^traoidinary merit, belonged to my narrative. Pie- 
xnising this, I shall first insist, that she received no 
taint from the manners of her times, nor fiom the 
persons with whom she associated: the fruesf crite¬ 
rion of a just understanding, and of a firm a£^\leli- 
cate soul. ^ 

Durh^g the minority of Lewis, thrown 

• S«c tl»e leK«f of M. de Gngnan, her son-Hi-law. 
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»Tt<> tho tnid^’of the political intrigues of so 
r lous men and women^you cannot trace in Ker 
% trait of coquetry, or a sparlc of ambition. 

matters it, that i^e was included in the 
i the Precieiis&i tndt her ruelle was one of 

the most celebrated, that she lived among the wits of 
the hotel de Rambouillct, that she perhaps admire<} 
them ? She took care not to imitate them. The ro¬ 
mances of La Calprcn^de and La Scudery delighted 
her, but her style does not partake of this strange 
taste. At every period of her life she wrote with the 
same case. Better informed thai^the generality 
the women that composed her circle, she was less 
pedantic than any of them ; and what is remarkable, 
though at that time every woman of understanding 
attempted some literary ^composition, madame de 
St^vignt^* has not lefb a single page written designedly 
for the public, or for the sake of displaying her ta- * 
lent in writing. When she mentions hooks she 
would write, on ingratitude or frmtdship, it is merely 
in jest. She aBected nothing, and loved nothing by 
imitation. 

Port-Royal, its doctors and their partisans, have all 
her good wishes; hut this predilection never reached 
to enthusiasm. While pitying these poor persecuted 
brethren, she was the first to laugh at their preju¬ 
dices, their contradictions, their pious frauds, and 
proved herself little worthy of the foolish honour that 
was paid to her, of enregistering her name in the ca¬ 
talogue of JanieDian authors *. Besides, what had 
she adopted d^thehr opinions ? nothing but the phi- 


• Letter 496. 
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lost^ical part: and tliis she followed fiom sentiment 
rattier than choice Thlrir rigid morals, which were 
true stoicism, subjugate her mind; whereas 
equivocal and wavering ‘ doctrines of their 
saries, alarm and dirigue h. Free will, and the 
subtle expedients by which the difficulties it givtfe 
birth to are eluded, perplex her imagination. Too 
penetrating to avoid doubts, and too sincere to dis¬ 
guise them, she prefers resting on the simple and 
convenient system of a Providence, which does every 
thing, which is the cause^ of all we do, the source 
and limit of every thing, furnishes an an««wer to every 
thing, and acts incessantly for a known or for an un¬ 
known good. Her very uncertainty, in a matter for 
ever uncertain, shows the rectitude and independ¬ 
ence of her judgement. Strange Jansenism was 
herst See her playful regret at nut being able to 
become a devotee *, She laughs at all popular su¬ 
perstitions. The processions, shrines, chaplets, and 
even the hist-dapn, furnish her with witticisms, and 
entertaining stories. She does not seem to be very 
strongly convinced of the necessity of confession; 
and the eternity of torments is repugnant to her 
beii^. She writes on the altar of her chapel, this 
almost heretical inscription, Soli Dao. She speaks 
so freely, that a Calvinistic author appears inclined 
to place her in the list of his sectf. 

At the cfpoclv. when the conversion of Lewis XIV. 
became as it were a signal for all who had connex- 
imiB with the court; when the mosVable, as well at 
the mast virtuous, adorned themsebn# uniformly in 


* Letter 499. 
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«ittarior nt biisotry; iftv do not see her folkeru^g 
course, iu>r speaking less freely than 
slie took no lovnr tn her youth, she had 

M^ector in her old age^ Her cliecrfuliiess wai 
same at sixty, as at tsvegty^five. Her Ufe, in 
uilmt, was not of the natirre of tJiose that require to 
be spent in penitence, bhe had Uttlc to regret, and 
nothing to expiate. 

lliis is at least a part 6f what he, wlio so properly 
dignihed madamc de S6vign^ with llie title of an e^p* 
h'ftordinarif womans meant to express. In hict, lier 
character was no less original tha^ her mind; and 
tlic union of these two singularities Imd made her a. 
most rare composition. 

But it was on this very account that she was in ge- 
i>eral unjustly judged, and, that she experienced more 
censure than we might be apt to suppose. The hast 
injury done by the censorious, is that which mak<Mt 
so many false reputations, the habit of attaching se* 
rious consequences to trifling IncidOBts, of judging a 
whole life by a single moment, and placing to the 
score of character, features which eriginate in the 
imagination. A lively person ireqaently .describes. 
In what she writes, only her momentary feelings | 
while character is made up of the habitudes of the 
•oul. 

For instance, the competition between the young 
Racine and the oM Corneille kindkd one of these 
little wars of opinion, of which the eomnaon e#ect 
is, that every esfee outruns his own sentiments. Mftt» 
dame de Sev^gnd mites in the heat of the contest; 
and the first stroke of her pen is converted iii^ a 
literary heresy; her taste is for ever decried j as if 
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ao^vfidventiiroiis judgement proved^4'wint of 9 adge«i» 
ment! 

The species of enthq^sni which .«he displays to 
her cousin Bussy, at;, tJ|pmealogy of the Rabutif^^ 
and the good MayeutiJ^E^^ncestors^ who were great' 
lords in the twelfth century, is also severely criticiaidlll' 
But read what she writes to her daugliter upon the 
same subject * ; you will there find nothing but good 
sense, reducing to their just standard the advantages 
of high birth. At that time few persons reasoned 
well upon this point. But a proud relation and a 
vain author, first coiiMicrates to her a principal ar¬ 
ticle in his book,^nd then dedicates the book itself 
to her; and for this compllraent was it not necessary 
to return a compliment ? I could vindicate as easily 
her frequent exclamations respecting the nobleness 
of the name of Grignan, and the royal chateau of 
that ^mily, and the ancinet grandeur of the Adh^» 
mars. These passages were intended for her-son-in- 
law, whose weidsness she fiattered from the purest 
motives. All this did not prevent her from writing 
to her daughter with as much precision as truth ; 

How little honour is there in being vain !” and 
these were her real sentiments ! 

So, when the pmise of Lewis XIV. comes to her 
pen at every opportunity, and sometimes for actions 
not the most laudable, is it not evident that the 
phrases she adopts are often nothing more tlibn elo* 
quept precautions, a passport, as it were, fisyr letters, 
the^als ot whi^ were little respecti^? 

The reproach that is cast on her for a fooHidL in • 
frtuation for the court, is not less hasty and un-. 

f 


• Letter 7ds. 
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• ™ IT 

Shs^goelb to VeiBaiilas $ she is kindif te$ 
perhaps flattered, bedXuse seldom thete; 
there is something in the eir of this 
jMBB|Pb lculated to sprightly woman to 

sallies of wit, and As? gives way to an in- 
clhsation, that is best appreciated where it is best 
understood. She returns, delighted with every one, 
as every oim is delighted with her. On the instant 
she writes to her daughter; she hastily describes to 
her, her first sensation; and her pen, always tinctured 
with poetry, heightens still.farther what she has felt. 
Tlic fiigid mind who peruses bnr, ^es all she says 
seriously. “ Weakness !** he e^aims; low- 
minded vanity I” And yet, who has ever judged 
more truly of the wretchedness of a life at couit ? 
\ ou will find in her letters a beautiful supplement 
to the chapter of La Bruyere on the subject*. What 
can be more forcible than the stroke on inadame de 
Richelieu, that eagle of ladies of honour, who soared 
so high into the air of etiquette ? ** search after 
truth does not perplex a poor brain half so much, as 
the nothings and compUmeiits with which hers is 
filled.” 

But we have a more serious grievance to recite.. 

, Some jests, not too neatly clothed up, some words, of 
rather a coarse sound, which are scattered in the sd^ 
veral volumes of her letters, have given so much of¬ 
fence to certain connoisseurs, that they doubt almost 
whether madame de Sdvignd would have b^en a fit 
associate for thim* {jst us endeavour to remove ’ 
fears. 


* Letten 446 tod 447. 
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. Languages are purified slowly. '1^ society wuucu 
was formed in the first twenty years of the rei^ ^f 
Lewis XIV. long admitted a laoiiliarity of expres^ 
sion, which it has since,proscribed. In propovdii^ 
as origiaality remafoed' in the characters, conyeiu 
sation, and particularly playful conversation, Ite- 
tained an air of freedom^ which did not so carefiilly 
avoid the word that presented it^lf, as ip done irow. 
The success of a jest dependediess upon the choice 
of terms. When Molitire introduced upon tlie stage 
certain words, now excluded from polite language, 
he did not sac^ce fo the taste of the pit so much as 
k has been suppled ; in more than one instance he 
thought of the boxes. Call to mind the success of 
Scarron, read the ingenious Voitiire, and then judge 
of what was called delicacy and good taste. ^ How 
many admired sallies, how many sayings even of 
madame de Comuel, so well repeived in the highest 
circles, would now be deemed anbecoming in tlw 
mouth of a w^Hlan like her! The greater part of the 
aongs of Coulanges would lose mudi of their witty 
gaiety. The first personages of the times, whether 
in point of rank or elegance, indulged in jests, which 
.would appear to us of a low taste. 

Among other examples, I shall cite the word eom 
{cuckold), is it surprising th^t it should be found 
under the friendly and confidential pen of madame 
de Sfivignd, when we see it used its a eotnmon word 
ia the Memoirs of Cardinal de Rete, destined'^fo^ 
posterity; and e^edali j when w|£>^ead what pasdra 
even in the king's circle, on the occasion oPmtidaitte 
'i^iseau (bird) ? She was the Wife of a rich citizen, 
and well know^n by her original icpaitees. The king, 
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veiy near iiis circle, bade liic ducheas 
tQ ask her some question; and she asked 
what bird was mW subject to be made a cude* 
r? A duke, madam,** aim n^ied f. it must be 
.>umed that this conceit would not succeed so well 
in' our days, in pardes %hat command still le^ re¬ 
spect tj and that mademe de Sdvignd jests more de¬ 
licately, at3 more decently. 

If there is a iiuk of her pen which cannot be de¬ 
nied, it is a tincture of dander. And why should it 
be denied ? She herself tdls us, that her confessor 
refused her absolution on account df her hatred for 
a certain bishop. She jocosely applies to herself the 
saying of Montaigne on the court: “ l^et us take our 
rerenge by abusing it.*' It is true also, that she 
could not boast, like Fontenelle, at the close of her 
Ufo, that slie liad never thrown the slightest ridicule 
upon the least virtue. Several excellent persons, die 
useful d*Hacqueville, for instance, de la Garde, 
and even her good uncle Coulanges. with his minute 
regularity, are ralli^ by her with too little scruple. 
But what is there in common between Fontenelle 


f Menagiana Vof. II. Madame Cornuel sud of a husband who ac« 
aosed hia wife adulteiy, *\He tahea C9U« to make the parliament be- 
lictn mom w culiotda thaa lAwhckes ” 

I A« anaodoK^ not trss atnnga, is ralacedof the most btilRmt periol 
cf tbareourt of Lewis XIV. in 1685. Madame de Cohgnj writes it to 
her '/lldier. ** M. de Roquelaura siyastbig his wig at a lookJn/pglaM 
iitiv apaitmant d£ tba dniiphiAeny Vha duki At la Fertd made lionn at 
8a he sMai hah^ him. M. da Roquciaumhaviingperoeived fl, 
eamr to the ihu‘lwm4riLrpi)jdttk*lldy honour, aftd told }iat that M. 
4e la Fartf hadexpoiQd himaHtno the pcuicm's apartment and befine 
her pwids. The dochess^ Ip great apgetj i^snt to the ^laids of lionoip;^ 
to ioow what had passed; they idd her; and them was a load hrti^ 
'vpdti th^ occanba.^ 
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Sdvign^ > It is well known, that he waiiiill rea¬ 
son, and she, on the contrary, all instinct. If this^ 
not praise, it is, at least, an extsusc. After all, 
world which is so oi slander, gives but too much 
cause for slander. , This is the way in wlii;^) 1 could 
justify her upon this article, nt the same time that 1 
would avoid supposing, as a refined critic has done, 
that this blind mother only induced in ^rtain little 
instances of malice to flatter the malignity of her 
daughter. ' But why absolve her from a part of this 
sin ? I observe the pleasuc‘e she takes ia.it, and 1 can 
see no appcarai;|pt she wished to yield to others 
in any respect. 

If madame de Sdvign^, however, sometimes seizes 
on opportunities to laugh at the expense of her 
neighbour, at least, she never seeks for theiirl and 
with regard to her friends, she denies herself this 
species of merriment. Her ready imagination, and 
her eager pen,, .never lead her away. Their malice 
never rouses liers. She never sacrifices one friend 
to another. She silences the |idicuious stories of 
Coulanges against madame de Marbeuf. She takes 
the part of madame de la Fayette against her son* 
Kven her daughter has not the privilege of shaking 
her good will for any one whoih she had found after, 
her own heart. Accordingly, for fifty years, we do 
nQt,see her lose, except by death, a single £riead; a 
striking proof of her possessing a heart, as true as it 
was delicate seusible. ^Her lett|^ have no caus- 
tic.spirit: neither, is it the eli%nict€f$f the wittici^s 
thfd are related^',her* and of ^hkh we shall insert 
TfisJW here.’->; 

countess Colonne and the duchess de Ma2a« 
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from their htisbands, passed Into 
and came to Giignan, taking with them 
dianionia, but so little clothing, that in the 
^^ffihiug madame dc b^vigud tliought she ought to 
make thein ^ present of a dozen shifts, observing to 
them: “ You are like the heroines of a romance; 
plenty of jewels, but no linen ” 

She was at chureh, and the creed was chanted: 
^ Oh, how tuls«‘thdt isl” she ciied ; and correcting 
herself, 1 mean the singing, not what is sung/* 
Menage observing to lier^gM’ii eloit eitrhumS (that 
he had a cold), madame de S^vignd igj^lied, Je la mis 
aussi (so have I). Tlie honest grammarian began 
to prove to her, that she ought to use the masculine 
pronoun instead of the feminine, and say, je le suis, 
“ As you please,” resumed she, “ but, for my part, 
if 1 were to express myself so, I should fancy I had 
a beard.” And in her letters she often violates this 
rule. 

Some one exaggerating to her the good qualities 
and understanding of Pelisson, “ I can see nothing 
but his ugliness,” saidehe; ‘‘let his lining, there¬ 
fore, be taken out fof^e.** 

Such was' the person to whom we are indebted. 
•for this book 5 which was composed without being 
thought of either by herself or others, and which* 
only became a book from tlie good fortune of the 
French language and the French nation* 

A resemblancfiiiias been found betvfreen madamo 
^ S4vign^ and l^ntaigne; and, indeed an inserip* 
tion which 1 Have read in the first page of his Essays^^. 
written by a lady, might justly be applied to her r 
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I " iln author nho the least knows what hw,k> goki$ 
\ to say» and the best what he says.** 

She has been compared to Ciceio, whose Icttei!^ 
are the best tliat antiquity has left and who^ In 
Hke manner^ was passionately fond of hi^ daughter. 
She might also liave been compared to a Huotact 
lady, as much celebrated for the style of her letti^, 
as for her cdiastity and maternal B£feetion>*-vto Cor* 
nelia, the mother of the GrHC<''hi. JLastly, there are 
points of resemblance between La Fontaine and Sd* 
tignd. But these parallels speak her praise better 
tlian they reprqipot her: they prove that every one 
likes to trace in her the featuies of his iavourite 
author. 

It may be remarked, to the honour of her contem* 
poraries, that though they had no idea of her bdcom* 
ing an author, they duly appreciated her e{d»tottiry 
talent. Her letters were read in circles the most re* 
nuwned for tas|e. Madame de Coulanges lent tUeat 
to her three sisters, who have signalised the wit of 
the Mofftemars. The abbd Tdtu paid his eourt with 
them to the abbess de Fontdvrauld. By this circu* 
lation many were lost. Bussy-Rabutin enriched 
with them the memoirs he caused to be read to the 
king to regain his favour, and the modesty of ma* 
dame de Sdvigne took alarm at the circumstance* 
Mqfdame de Maisons^ distinguished at that time' by 
her understanding, and to whom, about tlie yean 
Busey had eomnumioated hiu cousin’s Letters, 
ocqiied them. When Botthours pobUshed his Sn»» 
JlvetyMSt (coDVCffsations), Corbiiielli wrote thus to 
Bussy: ‘‘ Wty seek for so vomy passages in Bal* 
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ag and Voiture, when he would have found better 
mb in your and your^ cousin’s letters, if he wanted 
tS^xnples of perspicuity, delicacy, and noble simpli¬ 
city of thought ?” * 

Accordingly, as soon as *k few of these letters were 
printed, authors and men of the world agreed in re¬ 
garding them as valuable models. From the date 
of Balzac’s celebrity, every body wished W writ 9 fine 
letters. When V^oiture was in fashion, the desire was 
to give them a prettiness. But when those of Sd* 
vignd were read, no attempt was,made to imitate her 
style; every one wrote a letter as be liquid: and this 
is the wa^naTwhlcITTettera ought to be written. 
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fKOM MADAME DE siviGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSii^ 
i ' RABUTIN. 


March 15, i$47. 

You are a pretty fellow, truly, iKrt to haw writteit tfr 
me for the<ie two months. Have you'fiu'i^lEteti ^whti I 
am, and the rank 1 bold m the family ? i;Bha|i midce 
you remember this, young man; and, if you iri^weiAe;* 

1 shdil reduce you to the ranks. You knew 1 Was on 
the point of lying in; and you care no more atrout vnf 
health, tjian^if I Weie still a girl. Well, 1 have to in* 
furrt you, and you niay stoim at the* intelligence as 
much as you plea'*e, that 1 am bi ought to bed of a ^{4 
who s^all suck hatred to you with bis'miik, dnd t^tjt 
intend to have a great niariy more, fur the sole ptivpcn^ 
of raising you up^eneiuiea. You have diot the wit,ldlt 
me tell you, to ^<aB much: you, with your progeny 
of girls! 

But 1 cannot, after all, conceal my affeotion; natuni 
Hill get.the btttei of policy. 1 had icsolved to scold 

\OL. 1. B 




yw tor your lasmess, from the4)eginning to end ; 

1 do violence, to my feelings, and must return to the 
,^{^$ubject^ and tell you honestly^ my dear cousin^ that 
fi.Sevigne and I both love you very much, and 
of the pleasure w|^shouId have in your com* 
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OUNT DE BUSSY TO MADAME DE SEVIG NE. 


Valence, April 12 , 1647 . 

In answer to 3 !^ur letter hf the fifteenth of March, 1 
must tell you, madam,'*'that you take a method of re¬ 
proving me, which has more the tone of a mistress, than 
of a cousin. Take care what you do; for when once 1 
am resolved to sutfer, 1 will have the indulgences of a 
lover, as well as the punishments. I am aware« that 
you are an able general, and that, in virtue of this title, 
I owe you due reverence; but you abuse my submis¬ 
sion. It IS true, that your anger is as prompt in subsid¬ 
ing, as it is in being put into commotion, and that if 
your letters begin with,you iire a pretty fellow, they end 
with, we love you very much, ^c. 

For the rest, my lovely cousin, do not count too much 
Oil the fertility with which you threaten me; for, know, 
since the law of grace, wives are not held ih the estima- 
tioii they formerly were; and, with some modern hus¬ 
bands, they are even held in no estimation at all. Be 
jCOBrtenl then, if you please, with the boy you have 
• brought into the world; it is a very laudable act: I 
have not the wit, 1 own, to do as much ; and 1 envy M. 
S^vimfie more than any man in th4 world. 
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4 

Paiiii, Noveml tr 15^ 1648. 

1 THouoHij at iust^ of writing a separate letter to eaell 
of you; but I < on-oidered, Hrat it would be too trouble* 
«*omr to send my complimenU from one tt^Ahe other in 
tuo letters, and 1 was appiehensive that a postscript 
might gne ollence , so I rejected these expedients, aqd 
haie resoitcd to a third, which^ts^ to addreils you both 
at the SI me time, 

Ttic rno t ceitain intelligence I liave to communicate 
IS, toit 1 have been veij dull since I saw yon: this it 
surprising enough, foi I have been to see the httle 
biunettc, who, jou know, cau'»ed a gentle iluttermg 
once in my heart in i eaiity, she ]umped into my eyes, 
as they say, before I had spoken to her; hei conversa¬ 
tion, however, heals all the woiinda that are m^e by 
liei beauty. Sec her foi a moment, and you cannot 
help loving h< r; see hei ionget, and your love is at an 
end This vias prtcisc iy the case with me. 

But I forget to inqwue aftei our dear uncle, I beg you 
will eiitertai|i hin with dioll stones, tf ^ou do not 
make him laugh hoaiMly, eM ii though he should rough 
a bttle m consequence, sou will di.oblige me very 
much 



4 





LETfER *IV. 

A 

FROM THE SAME TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

% 

St. Denis f, February 15,164'J, • 
1 HAVE long hesitated about wnlmg tp you, not know¬ 
ing whether you were become my enemy, or were still 
my very gobd cousin, and whether 1 ought to send you 
a footman or a trumpeter. At last, recollecting 1 had 
heard you blame the churlishness of Horalius, who said 
to his brother-in-law, that* since war was declared t he 
no longer knew him, I thought the state of public af¬ 
fairs would not prevent you from reading my letters ; 
and, for my own part, 1 assure you, that, except as far 
as concerns the interest of the king, my master, 1 am 
your very humble servant. 

Let us now talk a little about the war, my dear cousin: 
this mounting guard is cold work, and though we have 
plenty of fire-wood, which costs us nothing, and live 
well at a trifling expense, I am very tired of it notwith¬ 
standing. If it were not for the hope of rendering you 
some small service at the sacking of Paris, and that you 
would probably fall to my sole lot, I really think 1 
should turn deserter. But this idea alleviates my sor¬ 
rows. 

I send this time a footman, in the name of our uncle 
the grand-prior, that he may bring me news of you, and 
lead buck my coach-horses. Adieu, my dear cousin. 

•f* This was during the war nf ilie Fiondn. Bus^ followed \he court, 
and servt in the aiiny of the prince of Coud^, who laid siege tu Paris. 
[Voltaire, Siccle tk LoiHsXlF, chap. 4.) 

’ % H« alludes to this line in P. Corneille’s tragedy of the Horatii; 

Albc VOU8 a noraind, Je ne vous conoois plus. 
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■ ' LE'ITEB *V. 

• fROM THE SAI^ TO TBE SAME. 

&(t. Dexus, March 95) lb49> 

,<e 

I NOW treat you as an enemy) in wriUng to you by my 
trumpeter. The truth is, hels going to marshal Lamotte 
with a request that he will send back thl^bach’horses 
of our uncle, the grand-prior of Frauace, that his ser¬ 
vants decamped with as they^ were ccuning to me. I do. 
not ask you to use your interest^in this aftair,. because it 
is as much your business as mine; but we shall judge 
by the success of your exertions, in what estimation you 
are held by your party; or rather, we shall think well 
or ill of your generals, as they comply with or slight 
your recommendations. 

1 am just arrived, from Brie; no poor dog was ever 
mor(^ tired. 1 have not taken off my clothes for a whole 
week: we are your masters, but it has .cost us some 

V 

trouble to be so. If you do not die fatigue, sur¬ 
render, or we shall very soon be obliged to submit on 
our part. In addition to my other evils, I have that of 
being extremely impatient to see you. If cardinal 
Mazarin had^ such a cousin as you in Paris, I am very 
much deceived if pe^O would pbt t>e made upon any 
terms, • . 


LETTER ^^VI. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

St. DenU, March 26, lC4f. 

So hiuch the worse for those who have refused you, my j 
lovely cousin ; J know not whether it will turn to their : 
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adtantage, 4)ut this I know, th^ it will not redound to 
their honour. For my own part, I consider the expres¬ 
sions of friendship I‘hare received from you in this* 
business, as more than equivalent for the loss of my 
horses. And for your niuipbal de Lamotte, if ever he 
has occasion for mj services, he will find me a very un- 

«oarteous knigliti. ' 

Bat lespectcDig ^eace; what d^ they think of the 
subject at F^eHsj We have a sad ophtion of U here; 
fyt is k not strange that both parties shoitlfld so earnestly 
desire the event, nad yet be unable to effect it P 

You call me insdlttiii^ for having sent you word that 
vre had taken Brie. Can your Parisians deny the fact ? 
H we had waited the siege, we should have been very 
much iaconvenieticed; yoh^ ^ncfals, however, have 
|lKad ill the patience knaginable; we should be to blame 
^ complain of them. 

WiU you allow me to speak firedy, my dear causm? 
"As there is no danger to be feared fi-om your paity, 
them is no hpnonr to be gained; they do not sudicient- 
ly dispute the^grouad, and we have no pleasure in 
cmiquering thmn. Let them surrender, or let them 
fight manfiiMy : tins Is the firert war, 1 believe, in which 
fhitinie had no. share. Wh^ we can fiiKl you, we are 
sum to beat yon, and neither die advantage of jiumbers 
nor of situalloii can ^ n balance the scale of 

victory. 

O, my hvely cousin, ho# you will hate me for this! 
Bot all the fine speeches in the‘world will appease your 
wrath. 



^ ^PUPADAME DE^VIONE. 



LETTER *VII. 

ribOM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Montroudj'y July 9> 1664. 

I HAVE at length declareii^niysetf; hot I told you trutly* 
my lovely cousin, not without great repugimnce j 
for 1 serve, against tny king, a prince wfid does not love 
me. It is true, that his situation excites my pity; and 
1 will serve him, therefore, during his impTMonmenll, 
as well as if he did love me; but should he beltbe^ 
rated, 1 will instantly quit him. 

What say you to these sentiments, madam; are they 
not noble, sublime*? let me know your opinion> 

and write to me often ^ the cardinal Ebatl know nothing 
of the matter, and if he slmuld discover it, arid send yei 
a lettre de cachet, what a fine thing it would be for n 
woman of twenty to have the notoriety of being cqair 
cerned in the important affairs of state! I own 1 AcKilfl 
very much like to make you commit «a crime of some 
kind or other. When I reflect, that we W'ere in 
site parties last year, and continue so still, I cannot heljp 
thinking we are playing at barriers: but you are pcr>* 
manent at Paris, while 1 go from St. jDenis to Montrofd* 
and in the end, 1 iear, shall go from Montroud to 
devil. 

f Bus|y joined the pairqr against the court, after the iuiprisooment a| 
the great Cundd and hib brothers; but he soon ahendoned it. It wad at 
that time re^iortcd, that CwbiucUi adjusted the difference. *■ 



r 




LfiTTER »VI 1 I. 



VROM THi, SAME TO rills. SAME* 

MomfMriiieri Junp lb, Ib5». 

1 ll^vi had tidings nt you^ madam. Do you remembdr 
ihe conversation you had last witli the prince of 

Contij at madame de Montausier^^ He telU me he 
said some pretty things to you ; that he ibund you very 
agreeable; and that he shall have a little chat with 
you again this winter. TaLe*care> my charming cousin; 
the lyoman^who is not gdided by interest, is sometimes 
tuition; and she who can refuse the 
siesf, may be mdj^ed tb yield to hie ma¬ 
te's cousin By the way in which he mentioned you, 
see plainly he designs to nake me his confidant. To 
this 1 suppose you will ha^e no objection, knowing, as 
you do, how well 1 have acc^uitted myself of the chaige 
In foJHper adventuies. If, after all that fortune throws 
in your way, 1 am not more successful than 1 have 
hst^rto been» it will be your fault alone; but ^ou will 
take care that it shall be othei wise, and, indeed, you 
ought to serve me in one instance at lca«t. 1 think you 
will be somewhat embarrassed between your two rivals. 

Perhaps you will be afraid to altacli yourself to the 
' service of a prince, and my example may deter you ; 
perhaps the person of the supergsteudant dues not please 
you: let me hear something of the latter, and*of the 
progress he bus made in youi heait, since my depai- 
tore. How many gratis patents has your libeity cost 
him ? You are an ungrateful little peisonagc ; hut you 

*)• M Fouquet endeavoured, unsucrc sfull}, to obtain fiom madame 
Stfwgni^, what he was accusroniid to recuve innn ladies of esalted 
almost without solintatiun. 


m 
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AMK UlS as^liillt!;,. 

will repay him oM tune or ot^er: you^ are taken up 
with virtue, as if it were a real good ; and you despise 
uLalth, as if you oould never be in want of it: we shall 
scciyou someisdey regrettin§4h^ime you have lost; we 
shall see you repenting that you have misemployed your 
youth, at the exjij^se of acquiring^ reputation which 
a'c^umniator maydestpc^, and which depends mife 
on year good forttn^ than on ^^hr good o6iidtK:t.\ • 


LETTER ^ 1 %. 

' It'S 

FROM THE SAiH^ SAME.' 


'w'vwervr 


Heavens, my lovefy c(p||Q^ wh^t a fund of 
possess! Iiow sii|ihai!g:i9gly yon writ^sl^v how 
you are! It must b6iiwned»^;;|jiH^tti^ so 
dence too, you are under an obli^tion to me for not 
loving you more than 1 do. Faith, I can hardly keep 
within the limits you have pirescrtbed. 'Sometimes 1 
blame your insensibility, some|dit^ Ij^^ppusaJt; but I 
always esteem you. J have reaaqn disfdme you^- 
and still greater reason to disobey you. flatter 

me, my dear cousin, and* yot -forbid^l^ to expcess the 
extent of,^my Section! Well,.! fo0i^^ J Oiust love 
you inyo|i|^ OW|^ way ; ^ot ypu wsO B|pb 4ay have, to , 
answer hefare Godtfor 4)ie^^,o|p8trjamt I put upi^ my. 
feelings^ and l)ie ev^ J|tt Sn^coBsequenae*. ' 
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LKTriill *X. r 

FROM THE SAME' TO THE SAM*.“ 

Encaat^iment u V^c^^Aapist 17, 1G54. 
Yop^ofte»l«U me, that; you ahiould regj^t me if I were 
dead ; and there » soiaetbiiig so idfl^htful in the idea 
of being regretted by you, that I would willingly die, 
if a few trifling conskibraiions^did not operate in a dif¬ 
ferent way, and make me wish to live. As I have never 
cEught you in an untrutb* 1 cannot help believing you 
in thPis instance, it is probable, that a person, whose 
eye glistens with tears at tbesil^p^^ mention of the loss 
of her friend, .¥w>itld iveep ^dirnteously were she to 
lose h^m in-realil^ I believe, thwebffsi ray charming 
ooas{a> that yoatbrO rne; and^ I am as well pleased 
with your fl'iendshipi, as you are with wine: not that I 
agfree with you, that your letter, frank and kind us it is, 
would disgrace all the billets-doux that ever were 
written; they dim tbbgstotally distinct from one ano¬ 
ther. You (3N9^t to besatisfied that your friends ap¬ 
prove your style, wit^iout wishing to decry the^ sweeter 
productions, thsBbhstve never injured you. You are un- 
gmtefu), madai% abusing them, after the respect they 

have ^wn Pbr my part, 1 own mysdf an advo¬ 
cate for billets-doux, bitt not to the prejuclioo of your 
letters: a^d befoi^, they Hce jd^stincl tiling, they 

have their beauties; your letters have their 

charms, and billets-doux havle theirs; but, to speak can¬ 
didly, your letters would not be so much esteemed, if 
you would send us aometimes a billet-doux instead of 

"mSu are strangely inveterate, ray cousin, against 
ItW^uets. i do not know whether you will be so when. 



DE ilfcriGEi. 
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you are fifty; bui at all events I shall exercise myself' 
now and then« as an enamoured swain to some beauty 
ov other, that I may act the part with you, if you should 
hJppen to ciiauge your mind ; till then, 1 shall only en« 
tertain for ^'Ou the purest friendship in the world, since 
you will ha\'^nothing more. 

1 am glad you are satined with the supermtendant; 
it is a proof that he is returning to reason, and does net 
take things to heart so much as he used to .do. WheA 
you will not comply with our wishes, we are obliged to 
yield to yours; we are too JNappy in being in the list af 
your friends. Nobody but yourself, in the whole king** 
dom, could bring a lover to be content with friendalli^ ; 
theie are few who continue upon good ternts, when they 
Criniiot agree to love one another; and that woman, I 
am persuaded, must have extraordinary merit, who does 
not convert a disappointed lover inta^ an enemy. 

LETTER *XI. 

proM ’W\D\ML DE SnVIONb TO THE OttUNT »E BOSST. 

In the cottntzy, June 36, 16)5. 

I II\D no doubt that you would take some oppij^itunity 
of bidding me adieu, either at my own house or from tl»a 
camp at Landrccy. As X am not a woman of cere¬ 
mony, I am content with the latter; and have not even 
thought of being angry, that you failed in coming to 
me, before set out. Your reasons jpresented them- 
«;elves naturally to my mind, even before you informed 
r.ie of them; and 1 am too reasonable to think it strange 
that you should sleep at a bagnio the night before yeill 

departuiet. I am very aoeommodating to public liberty, 

• 

*f* Bnssy, who was from home nhen madftme de S^vigiu^ sent to hiai^ 
vTote hf r word that he slept that night at the baths • .m expnaiSiNI 
wkicli h's couAn di^ not Cttl u> interpret UtenHy. 



it ' LETTER? OF 

4nd proyided these baths be not uik^* my own roof, I 
EEa content; my.fastidiousness doe*! not extend so fpp 
4s to wish them banished from the city. 

1 hRyo not stirred from this desert, since your dcp ir- 
tnre; and, to speak frankly, I am not much afflicted to 
find you are with the army. I should be an unworthy 
cousin of so brave a cousin, if I were sorry to see you, 
dunng the present campaign, at the head of the finest 
‘ i^giment in France, and in so glorious a post as the one 
'you hold. I dare say you would disown any sentiments 
Ttess worthy than these; I leave weaker and more ten¬ 
der feelings to the true bagnio gentry. Every one lovC" 
in his own Wa 5 ^ I profess to be heroic as well as you, 
and am proud to boast of these sentiments. Some 
women, pelrhaps, would think this a little in the old Ro- 
‘ man style, and vkiuld thank God they were not Homanskt 
that they might still preserve some feelings of humanity. 
But on this subject 1 can assure them I am not so inhu- 
inaii as they suppose ; and, with all my heroism, I wish 
your safe teturn as passionately as they can do. I 
trust,'ray dear cousin, you will not doubt the truth of 
this, nor that I fervently pray your life may be spaied. 
This is the adieu you would have received frtmi me in 
person, and which 1 now beg you to accept from hence, 
ms 1 have accepted yours from Landrecy. 

a 

i-tTTEB "XU. 

4 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Paris, July 14, 1653. 

Will you always disgrace your relations? Will you 
never be weary of making yotirself the subject of con- 
W'ersation in every campaign ? Do yott imagine it can 

K 

i ^ + Verse from CorneUIe’a tragedy of th« HovatU. 



MadameaIvighI. ' « 

^ ^ J ifc. 

give us pleasure to hear that M. de Turenne has sent 
word to court, that yqu hare done nothing worthy of 
nltice at liandrecy f ? This is really very mortifying 
toVs, and you may easily comprefiend how deeply I feel 
the affronts you bring u^on your family. Bdt 1 know 
not why I thus amuse myself, for 1 have no leisure to 
carry on the jest. I must tell you, therefore, that I am 
deiighted with the success which has attended your ex¬ 
ploits. I Wrote you a long letter from the fkmntry, 
which I fear yOu have ndt received. I shtmld be sorry 
it were lost, for you would laugh heartily at its 
tents. 

I WAS yesterday at madarae de Mc^tgfas's; she had 
lust received a letter from you, as alsohatl madamede 
***** I expected one likewise, butiwas disappointed. 
I suppose you were unwilling to effect tdo many won¬ 
der!* at once. I am not sorry, hoWever, and shall some 
day claim a whole cargo for myself. Adieu, my cou¬ 
sin ; the gazette speaks of you but slightly, which baa 
given offence to many, and to me especially, for no 
one can be so muc h interested in your affairs as my¬ 
self. 


UBTTER *XIII. 

% 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Fwis, July 19, 1655. 

'fins the third time I have written to you since you 
left Pans; a sufficient proof that 1 have nothing upon^ 
niy mind against you. * I received your farewell lefear 
from l.andrecy while 1 was in the country, and an* 
sw'ercd it immediately. 1 see plainly thdUr my letter baa 

f i 

M( re jebUng. Bussy had merited, and oUtuIued the jpiialscs of Tu- 
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never reached you> and I am extremely vexed at it; for« 
besides its being written with becoming aflection, it 
was in my opinion a very pretty composition ; and as It 
was designed for you only, I am \vroth that another 
should ha?e the pleasure of leading it. 1 liavf^ since 
written to you by the servant you dispatched hither with 
letters to some of your favourites. 1 did not amuse my¬ 
self by quarrelling with you for not icmembering me 
at the same time; but wrote you a line or tw'o at full 
speed, which, however incoheient, would infoim you of 
the pleasure 1 received from the success of your regi¬ 
ment at Landrecy. This intelligence came to us in the 
most acceptable manner passible, by some of the court, 
who assured ns, that cardinal Mazaiin had spoken \ery 
handsomely of you to the king, w'ho afterwards joined 
with the whole court in extolling your conduct. Xou 
may conceive that my joy was not inconsiderable at 
hearing all this : bat to return to my story. This was 
the subject of my second letter, and five or bix dayti 
after I received one fiom you, full ot'complaintagainst 
me. You see, however, my poor cousin, with how 
little justice you complain; and hence I draw this fine 
moral reflection, that we should never condemn a per- 
* son unheard. This is my justification; another pei- 
haps would have expressed the same thing in fewer 
words; you must bear with my imperfections, in con¬ 
sideration of my friendship: every one has his pecu¬ 
liar style; mine, as you see, is by no means laconic. 

I never remember to have read any thing more en¬ 
tertaining than your description of your leave-taking with 
your mistress. What you say on the subject ot love is bo 
pretty, and so true, that 1 am astonished 1 never bad the 
wit to say the same thing, though it has passed in my mind 
jjU^housaiKl times, f have even sometimes fancied that 
fReiidship does pretty much the same, and, in ic.s way, has 



^i^ADAXE EEVUSNk Uk‘ 

Its recomtnencentents also. But though it is civil of you 
to tell me the partidilars of tbisaffair^ 1 am not inclined 
tcft return the compliment, atid make you a^similar confi- 
deV^ce in what passes between the supei intendant and me. 
I should be giicved to have the power of saying any 
thing in the least resembling it. 1 have ^always in hia 
company the same circimiipection, and tlg« same fears; 
and these considerably retard the progress be would 
make in my ^^otion. 1 thihk, in the end, lie will be 
weary of reiiewuig a subject in which he is so little 
likely to succeed. I have seen^hitn but twice for these 
six weeks, on account of a joueney I have taken. This 
is all 1 can, and indeed ali 1 have to tell you upon thia 
subject. Be as careful of nay seci^t as 1 am of yours 
it is ai much yotft interesl^ns toine to be.so. 

ASsPoed of t adventure, t dare say it has 

very indoh amused you; IW my part, I thought a 
well coiitiived scheme. A certain lady is accused of 
busying liei*self in discovering whether it was intended 
as an alfi ont, as she badslieagd the sufiTering party say it 
was a meie trifle. He now, it is said, begins to feel 
the disgrace, and would rather not have been shaved. 
Adieu, my dear cousin; this is neither a good letter, 
nor ail answer worthy elf yours : wc are not always in 
the same humour. 1 have been indisposed, for this 
week post, and have in con.sequence lost all my viva¬ 
city. Love me always; I dO>tsny ditty, and sincerely 
wish you sphappy return. 

i Slie alludes tQ Qaitel. Hie duke* of Caadale, provoke 1 at 
unu tiling li'' had 8atd,«aiu^ hdf ins head to be shaved, .ind one of lua 
iiiu tich os. As Baitef'vtas secreur) to the king’s cabinet, itmtghtap¬ 
pear a dun )g act, but it sivotircd of the hcencr that prevailed dunag 
the (ml u us of the ftagenc}(. • 
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LETTER 

FROM THE COUNT DE BUSSY TO MADAME DE SEVIQNE; 

^ t 

Froitt the Ciiinp at Angre, Oct. 7t 

I AM very glad> iMmlanij to ret^ive assurances from yoii> 
that the stij^erintendant is disposed to think me in the 
right in the affhir between us.^ Thlf^ dops not fail to 
surprise me j and it appears to me Te#y extraordinary* 
that he had rather codiplain pf raadame **** thtin of mei. 

Cardinal Mazarln hai been a Second tithe to^ the 
army, to examine the strength of Cbnd 4 and St. Gui- 
lain, that these places may be "in iflate of security, 
that hie may do wil^out^ns till sprih^^j^^ .His • 
eminence has beh^^^ very handsomel|^ to ma/ kiting 
given me a thousand crovrn^ to finish'tny caiiil^ign^ 

Chatting with M. de Turenne, two or three days ago# 
I chanced to mention your name. He asked me, if I 
saw you sometimes- I told hirii'^'that 1 did; that we 
were of the same family, and were *first cousins. He 
knew you, he said, and had been twenty limes at your 
house without finding you at home. He added, that 
lie esteemed you highly, and tHat, as a proof of it, he 
saw no woman ■ f. 

Now we ar 4 upon this subject, madam, I must tell 
you, I do not bdievfe is'a person in the world' 

more generally beloved than younself. are the 

delight of human nature; in former times, altars would 
hav^'been raised to yon; for you surely .would have 
been created the goddess of some ^attribute or other. 
In these days, we ar 4 not so lavish of incense: we are 
extent with saying, that you are the most virtuous 


'In tbit.place sometliing is wonting in tne text in every edition. 
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and lovely woman of your ag» I know many princes 
of the blood, foreign princes, lords, governor^, mini¬ 
sters of state, and phik^ophers, who would even twirl 
the fjlistaff for your sake. What more would you have ? 
You can surely go no farther, unless you invade the 
cloisteis, and add even monks to the number of your 
adorers. 



‘’letke *xv. 

FROM T»£ SAME^TeMlItalS' SAMS. 

j, Noyon, Novembet 7, 

1 UAIT here the ^oming^^of the Mussiab, that 4s, the 
ordi^^iif the \ymter qui^c, ^ith gre^t impatience. 
I am j^rvery dull, considi^iilgjh^ 
offenne^tpadam, I hope } foM tf I ought ajwsys 

to be dull, wlien 1 am not in your company,. 1 rise 
late, 1 go to bed early walk out, I come 1 put 
myself m a passion, X IJqpragaiii; 1 pray to God, 1 sin 
against hiin^ and with all this, the da^s aie shott 
enough. 

As soon as I have leave of absence, 1 shall go and 
pay my respects at Compeigne ; if 1 am to be stationed 
this wintet upon the frontiers, 1 shall be eager to set 
out, and perhaps shall not have time to bid you adieu; 
but at all events I will write to^ou, and wherever I go, 
I shall love you with oil my heait. 

I beg«my regards to all my rivals, however numer* 
ous they may be. 
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LETTER •XVI. 

FROM MADAME DE siyiGN:ll TO THE COUNT D£ BUSSF. 

PariSf November 25, 1655. 

You affect great things, M. le Comte: und^ the pi'e- 
tence that you vrrite like a second Cicero, you think 
yourself entitled to ridicule ^people; the passage you 
remarked, in reality, made me laugh heartily; but 1 
am astonished that^y^ found no other equally ludi¬ 
crous ; for, ill the way 1 wrote to you, it is a miracle 
that you comprehended my meaning; and I see plainly, 
that ^her you have a greater ahare of wit, or that my 
leUief is better, than 1 imagiped. 1 am glad, lifOis^er, 
you have profited^hy my advice. ^ 

I am told, that yon hav% asked leave to stay at the 
frontiers: as yon know, my poor count, that mine is a 
blunt and honest sort of love, I am desirous your re¬ 
quest may be granted: this is the road, it is said, to 
preferment, and you know how interested I am in your 
welfare; but I shall be pleased either way. If you re¬ 
main, true friendship shall find its account; if you 
return, aflectionate friendship shall be satisfied. 

Madame de Roquelaure is returned so handsome, that 
she yesterday completely challenged the Louvre: this 
kindled such jealousy iisthe beauties that were present, 
that they have resolved, out of spHe, she shall not be 
a party at any of the and you kbow how 

gay and pleasant they are. Madame de Fiennes would 
have retained her there yesterday, but it was under¬ 
stood by the queen’s answer, that her presence would 
be dispensed with. 

Adieu, my dear cousin; believe me to be the most 
faithfd friend you have in the world. 
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LETTER. *XVIL 

FROM THE COVNT DE BU53Y TO MADAME 0E siviOEi. 

Encampment at Blecy, August 4y 1657* 
Youfi letter is very enteflEining, my dear cousin; it 
has delighted me eKceedmgly. Wh’A a happiness it is 
to have a*friend who possesses so much good sense! 
Nothing can be more just than what you say. Wtmt- 
ever politunera 1 may owe you^ {.ahirayst aa you know, 
speak my mind freeiy, ^d* ae^r say what I do not 
mean: you know, too> ihat t pkl'ue myself a little upon 
my judgement, since 1 have even presumed in csritidse 
Chap^iNp> and have sosiMiaiiites jiiitly bkwned bo^ his 
and his style. ' 

T enckfse you the' copy * of a 1 have written to 

the marchioness of **•*£ She eefilt me w'ord, that 
if 1 was an admirer of fine eyes and white teeth, she 
was ec^ually an admirer of a tender, respectful, and 
timid lover, and that, not finding me of that descrtp- 
tion, I might consider myself rejected: she afterwards 
relented; and when 1 told her I should q^uit the chase 
if she discouraged me, aad that she would never catch 
me again, unless sba surprised me under the disguise 
of madame le marecbale; she wrote to me not to de- 
impair, and promised surretiider wbmi she an-ived at 
the* dignity,., the desire of winch, by her owd account, 
has aimdst devoured her. 

' • ’'ft ^ ^ 

I have won eight hundred louis d*ors within these 
four days; if I stop here, it is because I am feared as 
a favourite of fortune, and can no longer find any oner 
who will venture to play with me. 

Would you know the life of a soldier^ it is this. 
When the army is on its march, we work like horses; 
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when it halts, nothing cxn exceed our idleness. We 
are always in extremes. For three or .four days, per¬ 
haps, we do not close our eyes, or else for three or 
four days we never quit our beds; we feast, or we 
starve. 1 am^ &c. 


[The following Letters, relating to thctrialW M. Fonquet, 
wereaddres^ to the marquis deFomponne, whe^was afier- 
' .wards minister of foreign ai&irs. / ' 

Thb trial of Fouquet was not the least curious dhd l^t in¬ 
teresting event of the reigEt^ of XI V. The pfeu of ruin¬ 

ing him was hid with such odious art, and the conduct of his 
ehemies, many of whom Were hi8j^ltdges,w'as so inveterate, that 
it would have been impossible not to have been iiite|^.te4 for 
him, even' had he beeH^^^e criminal jbhan, he realhg^.'^ Ac¬ 
cused and tried for haai>c^al j)eculatiotis,‘ he w^ l^iebe^Bd 
to banishment for a iririme agaiq^ the stale. His crime wal 
a vague plan of resistance and,flight into a foreign country, 

. which he had thrown upon paper five years before, when the 
factions of the Fronde divided France, and when he thought 
he had reason to compladn of the ingratitnde of carduial' 
Mazarin. This plan, which he had lyhoUy forgotten, waa- 
found among the papers that were seized at his house. 

It' il^ well known, that Louis XIV. was led to believe that 
Fouquet was a dangerous man. guard of fifty musketeeta 

were appointed to conduct him, to the citadel of Pigwefol,. 
the ktng,J|pving changed ,^ s(mtenpe of banishment ipfo 
. peipetoal imprisonment., It.w'as still apprehended : 

had formidable friends. Among these were Pelibdn aud' 
Lafontaine; one defended him cloquwUy, and the other be¬ 
wailed his misfortunes in a very beautiful and pathetic elegy, 
in which he even went so for, as to ask the king to pardon 
him.] 
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LEXTER * XVIU. 

» 

PROM MADAME Db SLYIGNE TO M. DL POMPON'^St 

To-day, Monday, November the I7th, 1664, M.Fou- 
quet wa<« brought a second time before the chancellor. 
He seated fbmsetf without ceremony upon the belleite 
as he had done the hr^t time The chancellor began 
by bidding him hold up his hand ; he replied, that he 
had already assigned the reasom which prevented hun 
from taking the oath. Thd chanctllor then made a 
long speech to prove the legal authority of the court, 
that It had been established by the king, and that the 
warrant8.hdd been confiimid by the parliament. 

Fouquet replied, that things weie often done 
under the name of legal authoiity, which were found 
upon reflection to be unjust. 

The ciiancelivr interrupted him, ** What* do you 
mean to say that the king abuses his power M. loU'* 
quet replied, ** It is you, sir, who say it, not 1: this 
was not my idea, and, in my piesent •situation, I cannot 
but wonder at your wishing to implicate me still farther 
with his majesty; but, sir, you yourself well know 
that we may be mi taken. When \ou sign a sehtence, 
you believe it ju«t, yet the ne\t day you annul that 
sentence: thus you ssee it is possible to cl^pge our 
cpimon/' 

** Bub’* said the chancellor, though you will not 
acknowledge the power of the couit, you answer and 
put int* rrogatories, and you are now upon the sellettc 

"It 18 trie, 1 am ^o,** he replied,**but itio not volun¬ 
tarily ; I am brought here against my will, it is apowei 


f Stool on wkh,n a prisoner aits. 
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1 must obey, and a mortification which God has in¬ 
flicted upon me, and which 1 receive from hia hands: ‘ 
after the services I have renderdl, and the offices I 
haveliad the honour to bear, 1 might have been spared 
this bumiKation.” 

The chancellor then continued the examination re¬ 
specting the pension of the gabeUes, to which the re¬ 
plies of M. Fouquet were extftmely liatisfa^ry. The 
examination will proceed, and I shall send you a faith¬ 
ful account of it; am anxious to know whether my 
letters come safely to your hands. 

Your sister, who is withuur ladies at the Faubourg, 
has signed *; she is now^ the community, and 
teems perfectly snlished. 

Your aunt does not appear at all displeased with 
her; I did not think it was she who had thken the 
kap, but some other person. You know, of ohurse, of 
our defeat at Gigerif, and as those who formed the 
plan wish to throw the failure upon those who executed 
it, they intend to bring Gadagne to trial: there are 
some who will be satisfied with nothing less than his 
head; but the public is persuaded that he could not 
have advised otherwise than he did, M. d'Aleth, who 
excommunicated the subaltern officers of the king, who 
were for compelling the clergy to sign, is very much 
talked of here. This will ruin him with your father, 
while it will bring him into favour with Pere Annat j:. 

Adieu: the desire of gossiping has seized me, but I 
must not yield to it: the narrative style should' 
concise. 


* Tlie formulai'v: see the first note in the next letter. 
*}■ The first expedition against Algiers. 

^ A Jesuit, confessor of Louis XTV. 



radawb sItione. 


39 


LETTER *XIX. 

FKOM THE SVMC TO THE SAME. 

Fnday, November 30,1664b 

M, FouauET was examined this moniing respecting the 
gold mark; he answered extremely well; several of 
the judges bowed to him; the chancellor reproved 
them, and said, that, as he was a Breton, it'was not the 
custom. ** It is because you are Bretons that you bow 
so low to M. Fouquet.^* Ift returning on foot fiom 
the arsenal, M. Fouquet asked whdt the workmen were 
doing; he was told they were making the vase of a 
fountain; he went to them, and gave his opinion, and 
afterwards returned smiling to Artagan. ** You won¬ 
der, no doubt,” said he, ** at my interfei ing; but 1 
formerly understood these things well.”—^The friends of 
M. Fouquet, and I among the rest, are pleased at this 
delightful composure: others call it afiectation: such 
IS the woild. Madame Fouquet, his mother, has given 
the queen a plaster, that has cuied her convulsions, 
which, properly speaking, weie nothing but the va¬ 
pours. 

Many, believing what they wish, imagine that the 
queen will, on this account, intercede with his majesty 
to pardon the unfoitunatc piisoncr; but I, who hear a 
great deal of the kindness of this countiy, do not believe 
a wmd of it. The noise the plaster has mad^ is wonder¬ 
ful ; every body says that madame Fouquet is a samt, 
and has the power of working miracles. 

To-day, the 21st, M. Fouquet has been questioned 
respecting the wax and sugat taxes. At certain ob¬ 
jections that weie raised, and which appeared to him 
ridiculous, he lost his temper. This was going a little 
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too far, and there was a haughtiness in his n&anners that 
•l^ave offence. He will correct himself; for this mode 
proceeding is by no means advisable; but patience 
sometimes escape; it seems to me as iT 1 should 
have done the same. 

1 have been at Saiiite^Marie, where I saw your aunt, 
.who appeared to be swallowed -up in devotion; she 
was at mass, and in quite s^lnieligious ecstasy. Yoiir 
sister, was looking very pretty; fine eyes, and great 
animation.:, the. poor child faintt^ this,morning: she is 
trery; much indisposed: her aM Is uniformly kind to 
her. M. da Paris has given 'her, .a sort of defeasance, 
v^hich gained her heart, and Jnduced her td sign the 
viiri<;ked formuiary^. 1 have hot mentioned the subject 
to either of them : Mm de Parisf had forbidded .it? But 
X must give yqn idea of prejudice: our sisters of 
Sainte-Marie said ip' me, ** God be praised, \vho has at 
length touched.the heart of this poor child! she is now 
in the way of obedience and salvation.^' From thence 
I went to Port lioyal, where I found a certain great 
recluse I of your acquaintance, who accosted me with 

Well, this silly goose has signed.; God, in short, has 
abandoned her; she is lost.''—1 thought I should have 
died with laughing, when 1 reflected on the different 
effects of prejudice: in this, you see the world, in its 
true mirror. I think extremes should always be 
' avoided. . 

, Saturday evening. M. Fouquet entered the cha|||.ber 
this morning;, and was interrogated upon 'th€^ subjel||l%f 

* TMs rekttis to the condemnation of tlic five fbtipositiniia of Jan- 
senius ,: the clergy of France protected against them, and drew up a for- 
nmiary, which the nuns of Port Royalai^ many others refuMd^to sign; 
thir rehual, in dte end? caused thedr di^l^kiu, 

.. ^ T;iie then areldnshop of Paris was the sage Pdr^xe, 

>K9 doubt the cdriirated doctor Arnauld d’Andilly. 






granU; he attacked vvea^y and dafended himsaK 
ably« Between you and me,1lhia » not the worst part 
of the business. Some |^ood artgol must have inforined 
him, that he had 'oanted himself too proudly; he 
altered his manner to-day, and tSe judges altered 
by not bowing to hihu^ The examination will not be 
resumed till VVodnllsdsy^ and IshaU notwrite to yob 
till then. 1 havd^ly^pr add, that if yen continue to 
pity me so much, for the trouble 1 take' in writing to 
you, and desire me Jgt to go on, I sl:dtl| think lyiiy 
letters tire you, a|^aW|iynn do not like the fatigue ^ 
answering them not to write such long 

ones m future^ and I ai^^i^ycid from answering theihb 
though I prize your ImterS highly. Ail;cr these dectoF* 
rations, 1 should think ^ou would not aifempt to inter* 
rupt the ni^ goaette^ |«y|att!eriBg myself 

that I contribute a little tp your pleiannN^ I add greatly 
to my own. I have so few opportutAties of proving my 
friendship and esteem for you, that 1 must not neglect 
such as present thenihelves. Pray make my com* 
pliments to your hmiily and your neighbouis. 'jfhe 
queen ia much better. ^ 


LETTER »XX. 

FROM THE SAMa TO IBE SAMS. 

Monday, Novesmber M, ISOc. 

knyvr-my own heait, it is 1 who am the party 
obliged, by your receiving so kindly th^ information 1 
send you. Do you think 1 have no pleasure in writing 
to you ^ Believe me, I have a great deal, and am aa 
much gratified in writing, as you can be in readii^ 
what I write. The sentiments you entertain upon the 
subject of my letter are very natural; hope is common 
VOL. I. c 
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to US al}» without our kncwing why ; but it supports the 
heart. I dined at Sainte^Marie de Sainte-Antqine two 
ago; the lady abbess related to me the particu¬ 
lars of four visits she has received from Puis ***•(•, 
within the last three months, at which I am very much ■ 
astonished. He came to tell her, that the now blessed 
bishop of Geneva (Francois de Sales) had been so 
extremely kind to him during his illness last summer, 
that he could not help feeeiirig most strongly the 
obligations he owed him; and he requested her to 
obtain the prayers of the comi^hity for the deceased. 
He gave her, for the accomplbhineht of his holy pur¬ 
pose, a thousand crowns, and entreated her to show him 
. the bishop’s heart. When he was at the grate, he fell 
upon his knees, and remained full a quarter of an hour, 
bathed in tears, apostrophising this h^rt, a^d praying 
’ for a spark of the divine fire which had consumed it. 
The lady abbess also melted into tears^ and gave him 
the relics of the deceased, with which he hurried away. 
During these visits, he appeared so earnest about his 
salvation, so disgusted with the court, so transported 
with the idea of his conversion, that a person more 
clear-sighted than the abbess would have been deceived. 
She contrived to introduce the subject ot Fouquet; he 
answered her as a man who was interested in nothing 
but religion ; that he was not sufficiently known ; that 
justice would be done him, agreeably to the will of 
God, if from no other consideration. I never was more 
surprised than at this conversation. If yoit ask^^Wnie 
\vhat I think of it, I must answer, that I do not know ; 
that it is perfectly unintelligible to me; that I cannot 
see the drift of this comedy, nor, if it is not a comedy, 

f This name appears to be altered, and ought, as will be seen fiirther 
oa, to be Fussort. 
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how the steps he has since taken are to be reconciled 
with his tine speeches. 

Time mufit explain all thisj for it is at preSeat-per* 
fectly enigmatical. Do not mention it, for tbs lady 
abbess desired me not to make the circomstance 
known. 

1 have seen M. Fouquet's mother. She told me she 
had sent the piaster to the queen i)y madamedeCha* 
rost*. The eilert was certainly wonderful: in lees 
than an hour the quee^ felt her head relieved, and so 
great a discharge of'b0ensiv^ matfer took place^^ that 
had it remained it might have suffocated her in the 
next fit. The qiteen said aloud, that it was this matter 
which had occasioned the convulsions of the preceding 
)iight, and that madame de Fouquei. had cured her. 
The quecft mother thought the same, said so to the' 
king, who did not attend to hen The physicians, who 
ha<l not been consulted in tlpi»lying the plaster, with¬ 
held their sentiments oh the subject, but made their 
court at the expense of truth* The same day these 
poor women threw themselves at the feet of the king, 
who took no notice of them; 'Every body is acquainted 
with the cifcu rant'd lice of the cure ; but tio one knows 
what will conic* of it: we must wait the event with 
patience. 

M. Fouquet was interrogated again this morning, but 
the ohanceiior's m'Uiner was changed; it seems as if he 
wefe hshdrtved of receiving his' li^Oii every day from 
lioucberat^f. lie told the reporter to read the article, 
upon which he wished to examine the accused ; and the 
reading lasted so long, that il was half past ten oVlock 

* FouqiiPt’s daughter. 

-f* Bouchrrat, then master of rcque:>t3, and afterwards chancellor, 
had been appointed to put the seals on the papers of the snperiutendsttf. 
lie was on the cotnmission charged with the prosecution. 

. c 2 
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before it was finished. He then said, ** I.et Fouquet be 
brought in;’’ but corrected himself immediately, by 
saying " M. Fouquetas. however, he had not directed 
the prisoner to be sent for, he was still at the bastille, 
messenger was then dispatched for him, and he 
^ arrived at eleven o’clock. He was questioned respect¬ 
ing the grants, and answered extremely well; but he 
was a little at a loss as to certain dates, which would 
have injured him considerably, if the examiner had 
been skilful and awake; but, instead of this, the chan¬ 
cellor was asleep. This ^as observed by M. Fouquet, 
who would have laughed heartily, if he had dared. At 
length, the chancellor roused himself, and continued the 
examination; and though M. Fouquet rested too much 
on a prop, that might have failed him, the event proved 
that he knew what he was about; for, in his misfor¬ 
tune, he has certain little advantages that belong ex¬ 
clusively to himself. If they go on so slowly every 
day, the trial will last a long time. 

I shall write to you every evening; but 1 shall not 
send my letter till Saturday or Sunday evening: it 
will give you an account of the proceedings of Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday, and I will contrive that you shall 
receive one on Thursday, informing you of the proceed¬ 
ings of Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday: in this way 
your letters will not be long detained. I beg my com¬ 
pliments to your recluse, and to your better half. 1 say 
xiotliing of y<our dear,|ieighbeur; it will soon be my turn 
^to give you news of her myself. 
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LETTER *XXL 

TO THE SAME. 

Tliursday, November 27* 1^64* 

The examination upon the subject of the grants was 
resumed to-day. The chancellor kindly endeavoured 
to drive M. Fouquet to extremities, and to etatieir* 
rass him, but he did not succeed. M. Fouquet acquitted 
himself admirably: he did not come into the chambpp 
of justice till eleven o'clock, because the chancellor 
made the reporter read as before; but in spite of this 
parade.of justice, he said the worst be could of our poor 
friend. The reporter! always took his part, because 
the chancellor evidently leaned to the pther side of the 
question. At last, he said, Here is a charge to which 
the accused will not be able to answer.”—“ And her^, 
sir,” said the reporter, '' is a plaster that will cure the 
weakness;” he made an excellent justification of htin, 
and then added: ** In the place in which 1 staqd, sir, I. 
shall always speak the truth, in whatever form it pre* 
sents itself to me.'* 

This allusion to a plaster called forth a smile from 
the audience, as it reminded them of the one that has.. 
lately made so much noise at court. The accused was 
then brought in; he only remained an hour in court; 
and, on his leaving it, M. d'Ormesson was complimented 
by several persons upon his firmness. 

1 must relate to you what 1 myself did. Some ladies 
proposed to me to accompany them to a house exactly 
opposite the arsenal, where w'e could see the return of 


■|* The reporter was M. d’OrmciSun, one of the most respectable ma¬ 
gistrates of his time. 
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our poor friend. I was masked* ; but my eye Civugljt 
hijoa the moment he was in view. I\I. trArtagan was at 
his side^ and fifty moustjuetairts about thirty or forty 
steps behind him. He appeared (houghiful. The mo¬ 
ment 1 saw him, n»y iegs trembled, and niy heart beat 
so violently, that 1 could scarcely support myself. In 
^proachiiig us to re-enter his dungeon, M, d'Artagan 
pointed out to him th.it we were there, and he saluted 
us^witb the same delightful smile you have so often wit¬ 
nessed. I do not behove he recognised me; but, I 
own, I was strangely aflected, when I saw him enter 
the litde door. If you kiiew the misfortune of having 
n heart like mine, X am sure you would pity me; but 
iVoiB what 1 know of you, 1 do not think you have 
much the advantage of me in this point. I have been 
to see your dea*?^ neighbour. I pity you as much at 
losing her, as 1 rejoico>at her being with us. We have’ 
had a good deal of conversation upon the subject of 
our poor friend; she has seen Sapphof, who has con¬ 
siderably raised her spirits. I shall go there to-mor¬ 
row, to recruit mv own; for 1 often feel the want of 
consolation; it is not, that 1 do not hear a thousand 
things, that should inspire hope; but, alas! my imagi¬ 
nation is so lively, that every thing, which is uncertain, 

^ destroys me. 

' ' Friday, Novcm)jer 2S. 

The court opened early this morning. The chau- 

• It was still the custom for ladies to wear masks when'ihf'v went 
abroad; a custom which is retained in Corneille’s plays, and whiih nas 
brought from Italy by the Modicis, with many other customs f 4 ua!ly 
disagreeable. These masks of black velvet, to which the Itjujts succeed¬ 
ed, were intonu'‘d as a preservative to tl'.e complexion. 

-Y Mo^lemoisellc Scudery, of the author, known under this 

jj^Bine by an unfortunate fertility of irua^jinatiun: a woman who Imd 
more wit tlian Ler writings display, though they display a great deal. 
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ccUor said he had now to speak of the four loans: 
d’Ormesson observed, that it was a very unimportant 
ailair, and one upon which no blame could be attached 
to M. Fouquet, as he had declared from the beginning* 
An attempt was ihadfirto contradict him; he begged^ 
leave to explain the matter according to his own view 
of it, and desired his colleagues to listen to him. The 
court was attentive, and he convinced them that it Wins 
a very trifling business. The accused was then cardered 
to be brought in; it was eleven o’clock. Yen will 
remark that he has nevi^r beei^ more than an hour upon 
the sellette. The chancellor still wished to spetk^ of 
the loans. M. Fouquet requested be might be allowed 
to state what be had omitted the day before, respecting 
the grants; leave was given him, and he said wonders. 
The chancellor asked him, Have you had your 
acquittance for the employment of this sum?” He 
replied that he had, but that it was conjointly with 
other things, which he had marked, and which will 
come in their course. " But,” said the chancellor, ** at 
the time you received these acquittances, yoii had not 
incurred the expenses?”—'* True,” replied M. Fou¬ 
quet, " but the sums were set apart for the purpose.”— 

" This is not enough,” said the chancellor.—" Pardon 
me, sir,” said M. Fouquet; " when I gave you ynoff^ 
appointments, for instance, I sometimes received thh' 
acquittance a month beforehand, and as the sum was>' 
set apart, it was exactly the same, as if it had been 

S d.”— ** That is true,” said,the chancellor; " 1 wa» 
ch indebted to you.”—M. 'louquet replied, that ho 
had no intention to reproach him, and that he was 
that time happy to serve him; but the circumstanoo 
had occurred to his mind, as an instance in point, and' 
he could nut help making use of it. 

The court has closed till Monday. They seemde* 
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termlned to prolong the aifair as much as possible, 
Puis* * * hRs promised to give the accused as few 
opportunities of speaking as he can. The fact is, thc;^ 
ije afraid of him. ‘They would therefore interrogate 
him summarily, and even pass •ver some of the arti' 
cles; but he is determined they shall not do this, ncr 
will he suffer them to judge his cause without his being 
permitted to justify himself upon every separate head of 
accusation. Puis * * * is in continual apprehension of 
offending Petit f. He excused himself the other day by 
saying that M. Fouquet certainly spoken tAo long^ 
but that he had no means of interrupting him. Cli * ^ * 
is constantly behind the skieen, whenever the examina* 
tions take place : he hears all that is said, and offers to 
go to the judges, and explain the reasons by which he 
is led to draw suf?h opposite conclusions. All this is 
irregular, and shows a great inveteracy against the un* 
fortunate prisoner. I own I have no longer any hope. 
Adieu, sir, till Monday. T wish you could see my 
heart; you would then be .convinced of the sincerity of 
a friendship which you profess to prize. 

LETTER *XXII. 

TO THE SAMC. 

Two days ago, every one believed that it was intended 
to protract M. Fouquet’s affair as much as possible; but 
vow the reverse of this appears to be the case,«and the 
interrogations are hurried over in a most extraordinary 
manner. This morning, the chancellor took his paper 
and read, as he would an inventory, ten heads of accu< 
sation, without giving the accused time to reply. M. 
Fouquet said, ** I do not wish, sir, to prolong the busi- 

f 3pe note, page 3S- 
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nc3s; but I entreat you to give me time to answer 
charges that are brought against me : you question me, 
and it appears as if you did not wish me to reply; but 
it is of consequence to me to speak. There are many 
articles 1 must explain; and it is but justice that I 
should answer to all those which are formally alleged 
against me.” The court was then obliged to attend, 
contrary to the wishes of the ill-disposed, whl> coul^ 
not bear to hear him defend himself so ably. He an¬ 
swered extremely well to every accusation. The, trial- 
will now go on, but will be conducted so rapidly, tfaatl 
expect the examination wlA close this week. I have 
just been supping at the hotel de Nevers; the mistress 
of the house and I conversed a good deal upon this sub¬ 
ject, We are uneasy to a degree, which you only can 
comprehend, for I have just received your letter; it. 
surpasses even my own feelings upon the subject. You 
put iny modesty to too great a trial, in asking me, upon 
what terms I am with you and your dear recluse. It 
seems to me, that I see him, and hear , him say what 
you tell me: 1 am quite piqued that it was not I who 
metamorphosed Pierrot to Tartuffe*; it was so natural, 
that if I had half the wit you ascribe to me, it would 
have flowed mechanically from my pen. 

1 must relate to you a little anecdote,^ whicH is per¬ 
fectly true, and which cannot fail to amuse you. The 
king has lately employed himself in making verses; 
Messieurs de Saint Aigiian and Dangeau put him in the 
way ofdt He wrote a little madrigal the other day, 
with which he was not much .|>lea8ed. One morning 
he said to marshal de Gramihoiit, M. le tnarechal'^' 
read this little madrigal, if you please, and tell me if 
you ever saw so silly a one: because it is known, that 

* 

* Tlic chancellor Seguier^n name was Picne. 

c 5 
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I have lately been fond of poetry, they bring me all the 
nonsense that is written.”—^Tlic marshal, having read 
it,'said to the king, Your majesty is an excellent judge 
of every thing: this is certainly, without exception, the 
most silly and ridiculous madrigal 1 ever read.”—The 
king laughed, and continued, “ Must not the writer be 
a great fool ?”—There is no other name for him,” said 
the marshal.—“ O!” said the king, “ how- delighted I am 
that you have spoken your sentiments so freely] I am 
myself the author of it.”—Ah, sire, what treason have 
I’ uttered ! I entreat your jmajcsty to give it in% again. 
T road it hastilv.”—** No, IVt. le marechal; the first sen- 
timents are always the most natural.”—The king was 
very much entertained at this little frolic; but those 
about him thought it the most cruel thing that could 
he done to an old vCourtier. I'ur myself, 1 love to niake 
rejections, and -IiWish the king would reflect in like 
manner on this adventure, that he might see how far he 
is from knowing the truth. We arc upon the point of 
experiencing a still more painful instance of royal de¬ 
lusion, in the repurchase of our rents, at an expense that 
will send us all to the workhouse: the emotion it oc¬ 
casions is great, but tjhe hardship is still greater. Do 
you not think this is undertaking too much at once? 
The loss of a part of my income is not the point that 
affects me the most. ^ 


Tuesday, December Q. 

Our dear unfortunate friend spoke for two hi^urs thi^ 
morning, but so uncommonly well, that several persons 
cobid not Iwlp expresbihg their admiration. Among 
others, JM. de Renard said, ** THls man, it must be ovvn- 
,ed, is incomparable; he neveritpoke so well in the par¬ 
liament ; he maintoins his selfF^possession better than he 
has ever done.” 'fbe subject'was the six millions, and 
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his own ex|)en8es. Nothing could exceed what lie said*' 
I shall w'rite to you on Thursday and on Friday : thes^ 
will be the last days of the examination^ and I shall go 
on to the end. 

God grant my last letter may contain the infcrnnatipli 
I 50 ardently wish. Adieu, my dear sir; desire oui* te** 
clusc (Arnauld) to prfty for our poor friend. I heartily 
embrace you both# and, for modesty^s sake, I 
your wife. 


Tranquillity reigns throughout the family of the un**. 
fortunate Fouquet. It is said, that M. de Nesmond de¬ 
clared on his death-bed, that his greatest sorrow was 
that he had not excepted to these judges; that if 
he had lived to the end of th^|ria^,ji<g. would have re¬ 
paired Ills Cault, and that he prayed ^d to pardon bia 
error. 

.M- 

M. Fouquejt, as I ebaerVed before^ spoke to-day two 
complete hours, upon the subject of the six millions: 
lie commanded^ attention, and performed wonders. 
Every one was tifiecteil in his wajtii Pussort made ges¬ 
tures of disbelief and disapprobation, that shocked every 
honest man in court. ^ ' 

When M. Fouquet had done, M. Pussort rose impe¬ 
tuously, and said, " Thank God, it can never be said 
that he has^^ot had hishelly-fulhpf speaking.”-—-Whaik^ 
say you ^ tll^ speeds ? %as it not worthy of a yodge ? 
It 'ht said that the chancellor is very Ihucb alarmed at. 
the erysipelas that; occasioned of M. de'< 

Nesmond, fearing Uier<^||nay be a repetition of thh 
judgement in atore fef himself. If the approheosimi 
could inspire him with the sentimenta of a man about 
to appear before God, it would'^ be something * but it 
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will be said of him, I fear, as of Argante, c mori come 
visse *: he died as he lived. 


Wednesday, December 8. 

I have received your letter; it has proved to me that 
1 have not obliged a person who is ungrateful; nothing 
can be more kind, nothing more gratifying. 1 must be 
wholly exempt from vanity to be insensible to such 
praises. I assure you, I am delighted at the good o^i- 
nioti you entertain of my heart, and I further assure 
you, without meaning coipgliment for compliment, that 
my esteem for you infinitely surpasses the power of or¬ 
dinary language to express, and that I experience real 
pleasure and consolation in being able to inform you of 
events, in which we are both so much interested. I am 
very glad your dear recluse takes his part in them: 1 
supposed you wp^ld make them known also to your in¬ 
comparable neig^our. You gratify me extremely in 
telling me, that 1 have made some, progress in her heart; 
there is no one in who^e affections j would more gladly 
establish myself, and when I would indulge in a little 
gaiety, 1 think of her, and her enchanUsd palace. But 
1 return to business, from which F have been insensibly 
led, to tell you of the sentiments I entertain for yourself 
and your amiable friend. 

M. Foufjuet was upon the sellette again to-day. The 
abbe d* Efiiat bowed to him, as he passed. In return¬ 
ing his bow, he said him, witb the sam#'enchanting 
Spiile we have so ^fton observed, " Sir, 1 am j^ur very 
-humble servant.’*’ /Fhe abbe was so much afiectecl, 
that he could not'ij^k. 

As soon as M. Fouquet in the chamber, the 


V GcninleinmC Libmta, catjto 10 ; the verse runs thus; 
Mortw Arganie,' e tal nnma qua! visse. 
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chancellor desired him to be seated. He replied, " Sir, 
you took advantage yesterday of ray placing myself 
upon the sellette : you infer from ray doing so, that I 
acknowledge the authority of the court; as that is the 
case, I beg leave to stand.'* The chancellor than told . 
him he might withdraw. M. Fouquet replied, ** I do 
not mean by this, to advance any new objection: lonly 
t^h, to make my protestation, as usual, and, tbe charge 
being cited against me, to be permitted to reply.** 

This was agreed to; he then seated himself, and 
examination respecting the pension of the gabelles was 
resumed, to which he replied admirably. If this mode 
continue, tbe interrogations will be favourable to him* 
The spirit and firmness he displays are the subject of 
general conversation at Paris. .He has asked one thing 
of a friend, which makes me tremble: he has entreated 
him to let him know his sentence, whether favourable 
or otherwise, in some private way by signal, the instant 
it is pronounced, that he may have time to reconcile 
himself to his fate before it be announced to him offi¬ 
cially ; adding, that if he has half an hour to prepare 
himself, he shall hear without emotion the worst that 
can be told him. This has made me weep, and 1 am 
certain it will affect you also very painfully. 

There were few persons at the. examinatien, on ac¬ 
count of the queen's illness; she was supposed to be 
dying, but is now somewhat beiter. Yesterday evening 
she received the viaticum, il was the most affecting' 
mid s(^emii spectacle that can be imagined, to see the 
king and the whole court going for the holy sacpi* 
ment, and conducting it to the palace. It was received^ 
with a profusion of lights. The queen made an dOTort - 
to rise, and took it with a devotion that reduced every 
one to tears. It was not without difBculty that she 
been brought to consent^ the king was the only one.. 
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ivho could make her listen to reason: to every other 
person she said, that she was very willing to receive the 
cmnmumon, but not the viaticum: it was full two hours 
before she could be prevailed upon. 

The general approbation that is given to M. Fou- 
quet's answers, is very grating to Petit It is even 
thought he will engage Puis*** to feign illness, in order 
to interrupt the torrent of admiration, and to have ti^e 
himself to take breath at this, and other instances of h|» 
ill success. 1 am the mo<^t obedient servant of the dear 
recluse, of your lady, and the adorable i\malthee. 

f 

LETTER ♦ XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tliunday December 4, 1664. 

At length the examinations are over. M. Fouijuet 
entered the chamber this morning. The chancellor 
' ordered his prtyect against the state to be read through¬ 
out. M. Fouquet spoke first upon the subject. " I'be¬ 
lieve, sir,*^ said he, ** you can derive nothing from this 
paper, but the effect it has just produced, of overwhelm¬ 
ing me with confusion/^—The chancellor replied, " You 

*f* Petit is a feigned name, meant either for Le Tellier or Colbert. 
With regard to Puis***, as, from the sense of the expressions, he must be 
one of the judges against Fouquet, there is little doubt that Pussuit is 
die* person alluded to; and what is said of him in the preceding Letter,;^ 
must be so understood. v 

It may fjoither lie remarked, that the conduct of Colbert and 1^ Tel- 
fier, in this business, was extremely well characterised hy a criticism of 
the great Turenne, wlio interested liimsclf warmly for Fouquet. 'Jo 
tome one who blamed the violence of Colbert, and praised tire modera- 
j,tion of Le Tellier, Turcime replied, ** True, sir; M. Colbert has most 
Kdostve that he should be Imngcd, and M. le Tellier most fear lest he 
du^ld not be.'* 
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have yourself beard and seeQ, by it, that your regards 
fur the state, which you have so much insisted upun iigL'. 
court, was not so considerable, but that you would have 
embroiled it, from one "end lo the other.”—** Sir,” re¬ 
plied M. Fouquet, “this idea occurred to me only in 
height of the despair in which the cardinal often placed, 
me ; especially wb^.after contributing more than any 
man in the world to bis return to France, I fou^iid my^ 
seif repaid by the basest ingratitude. ^ I had, a letter 
from himself, and one from the queen-mother, in proof 
of what I say; but they have been taken away with my: 
papers, as have several letters. It is to be lamented,; 
that 1 did not burn this unfortunate paper, which had so^ 
completely escaped from my mind and my rhemory, 
that I have been nearly tw'o years without thinking of 
it, or knowing even that it existed. However this, 
atfair may terminate, I disown it with my whole heart, 
and 1 entreat you, sir, to believe, that my regard for the 
person and service of the king, has never been in the' 
slightest degree diminished.”—“ It is very ditlicuU to 
believe this,” said the chancellor, " when w'c see such., 
contrary sentiments expressed at.a didcrent period.”— 
M. Fouquet replied, '' At no period, sir, even though, 
at the hazard of mv life, have I ever abandoned the 
king’s person; and, at the time in question^ tyou, sir,^ 
were at the head of the council of his enemies, and 
your relations, gave free passage to the army against 
him.” * . . 

The'chancellor, felt this stroke; but our poor, friend 
was irritatech and therefore not quite master of himself; 
The subject of expenses was afterwards introduce4% 
“ I undertake,” said he, “ to prove, tha£||l have not in¬ 
curred a single expense, w'hicb, either by means of 
private income, with which the cardinal was welVac^ 
quainted, or ray appointracnts, or my wife's'fortune, I: 
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was luH aWe to ailbrd; and if I do not prove this satis* 
iactorily, 1 consent to be treated with the utmost igno* 
miny."—In short, this interrogation lasted two hours; 
M^^l'ouquet defended himself ably, but with a degree of 
wormth and petulance; the reading of the project hav¬ 
ing ruffled him exceedingly. 

When he had leftthe court, the chancellor said, “ This 
is the last time we shall interrogate him.’^ M. Poncet 
then went up to the chancellor, and said, " You have 
made no mention, sir, of the proofs there are that he 
had attempted to put his project against the state 
into execution.”—The chancellor replied, ** They are 
not, sir, sufficiently strong; he would have refuted them 
too easily.”—>Upon which Saint Helene and Pussort said, 
" Every one is not of that opinion.”—^This is a subject 
to muse upon. The rest to-morrow'. 


Friday, Docember 5. 

This morning the subject of the requests was men¬ 
tioned, which are of little importance except that there 
are persons, not ill disposed, who wish the sentence to 
refer to them. The business on the side of the prose¬ 
cution is at an end. It is now M. d’Ormesson*s turn to 
gpeak I he is to recapitulate the several matters. This 
will occupy the whole of the next week, during a hich 
the time we shall pass can scarcely be called living. 
For myself, you would hardly know me, and I do not 
think 1 can holdout so long. M. d’Ormesson has dc« 
aired me not to see him again till the business 4 s oyer: 
he is in the conclave, and will haT« intercourse u ith no 
one^ He affects great reserve; he pistons to me, but 
does not answ||. 1 bad the pleasure, in bidding him 
adieu, to acquaint him with my sentiments. I w'ill in¬ 
form you of all 1 bear. God grant my last tidings may 
be good; 1 desire it fervently. 1 assure you we are 
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«eiy Diuch to be pitied. I mean you and I« and all 
vho, lik( our&elvesj are interested in the event. Adieu» 
my deal sir* 1 am so dull tins evening, and my heart is 
so mtith oppressed, that 1 must conclude. 


LUITFR «XXIV. 

ro TI1S SAME. 

fw via), Dicvmbir 9, 1664 

I ASSURE you the days pass lery tediously; suspense is 
extiemely painful, but it is an evil to ivhich the whole 
family of the unfortunate prisoner is habituated I have 
seen, and cannot suiTiciciitly expiess my admiration of 
them It seems as if they had never known, never 
lead, the events that have taken place in iormei times $ 
wliat surpiises me most is, that Sappho is just like the 
lest, she, whose understanding and penetration are un¬ 
limited When 1 reflect upon tins citcumstance, 1 pei* 
Nuade m}sclf, ot, at least, 1 wish to peisuade myself, 
that they know more of the mattei than I do. When 
I reason too with others, on whose judgement 1 can 
itly, and who aie less prejudiced, because less inter¬ 
ested, I find all our measuits so just, that it will be 
really a miracle, if the business does not tienninate 
according to our wishes. We are sometimes onlj lost 
by a single voice, but that voice is eveiy thing. 1 
remember, however, the recusations, lespectiiig which 
thebe pool women thought thcmsches so sure, and we 
lost them by five to seventeen, since that tunc their 
conhdence has my distru&t Yet 1 base a little 
spark of hope m my heart ; 1 hardly know whence it 
comes, nor whither it would lead, nor is it suflicient to 
make me sleep m peace. I talked over this aRair 



LETTEB6 OF 


yesterday with madame du PJessis*: 1 can see nobody, 
but those who teiil converse with me on the subject, 
and who are of the same opinion as myself. She 
hopes, as I do, witltftut knowing the reason. ** Why 
do you hope?”—" Because I do:” this is our answer: 
a notable one, it must be confessed. 1 told her, with 
the greatest sincerity in the world, that if the stntertcc 
should be in conformity to our wishes, the height of 
my joy would be to dispatch instantly a man on horse¬ 
back with the pleasing inlclligenre to you; and that 
the pleasure of picturing the delight 1 should give you, 
would render my own delict complete. She perfectly 
agreed with me; and our imagination gave us more 
than a quarter of an hour's holiday on the occasion. I 
must correct my last day’s report of the examination 
respecting Uic project against the state. J related it to 
you exactly as 1 heard it; but the same person has 
since tasked his memory, and told it to me over again 
more accurately. Every body has heard it from the 
diiFercnt judges. After M. Fouqiiet had said, that the 
only etSect that could be drawn iVom this project, was 
the confusion the reading it had occasioned him, the 
chancellor observed, You cannot deny that this is a 
crime against the state.”—" I confess, sir,” he replied, 
“ that it is a foolish and extravugant thing, but not a 
crime against the state. 1 entreat you, gentlemen," 
said he, turning towards the judges, ** to sutFur me to 
explain what constitutes a state crime: not that 1 
consider you less capable of defining it than myself; 
but I liave had more time perhaps than you to examine 

* Madaiue du Pk'ssU the intimate fnimd of Fouquet. He 

had coinraissionvd her to take lii:) papers fix>m his house at St. Man 
She was not in time tu osccute it. She was at flrat csiled, and afier* 
wards recalled. She Uictl in 1705, aged 100 jeara. 
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the qaeslion. A crime against the state, h when a petw 
son, holding an important Oilice, and being in th« 
secrets of a prince, suddenly goes over to the side of his 
enemy, engages his whole family in the same interests, 
opens the gates of a city, of which he is the governor, to 
the foe, shuts them against his lawful sovereign, and 
reveals to his enemy the secrets of the slate. This,, 
gentlemen, is what is called a state crime.”—*The chan* 
ceMor did not know which way to look, and the judget 
could scarcely refrain from laughter. This is the truth 
without any embellishment. You will agree with me, 
that nothing could be more' spirited, more delicate in 
its satire, and at the same time more diverting. 

The whole kingdom knows and admires the prf* 
soner^s reply on this occasion. He afterwards entei'cd 
minutely into his defence, and said what 1 .told you be¬ 
fore* 1 should liave been quite unhappy, if you had 
not known this circumstance, and our dear friend would 
haje lost much by it. This morning M. d'Ormesscai 
b%an the recapitulation. He spoke well and clearly. 
On Thursday he will give his opinion; his colleague 
win then speak for two days : it will take several more 
for the rest to give their opinions. Some of the judges 
say, that they shall enlarge a great deal upon the sub¬ 
ject, so that wc have to languish in expectation till 
next week. In this state of suspense w'e can scarcely 
be said to live. 


, , WeUnesdayi December 10. 

M. d’Ormesson has continued the recapitulation: be 
has none wonders, that is, he has spoken with extrapr-' 
dinary clearness, intelligence, and ability. Pussort 
interrupted him five or six times, with no other intob* 
ti'un than to embarrass him, and prevent his speaking 
so well; he said to him in one instance, where his argu- 
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ment went strongly in favour of M. Fouquct, " Sir, we 
shall speak after you, we shall speak after you.** 

LmjER ♦XXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tlmrsday, December 11, 1664. 

M. d’Obmesson has not yet finished. When he came 
to the article of the gold mark, Pussort said, ** This 
speaks strongly against the accused.”—" It may be so,” 
said M. d'Urmesson, “ bift there are no proofs.”— 
** What!” said Pussort, "have not the two officers been 
examined?”—'* No,” replied RI. d'Ormesson.—" It 
cannot be,” said Pussort.—" I can find no such thing 
in the proceedings,” said M. d’Ormesson.—Upon thi.«, 
Pussort rose in a fury, and s.iid, Sir, you ought rather 
to say, I find here a very gross omission.”—M. d’Or- 
messon made no answer, but if Pussort had addressed 
another word to him, he would have replied, 1 Bin 
here, sir, as a judge, and not as an informer.” You 
may remember what I once said to you at Fresne, that 
M. d^Ormesson would not discover the omission till 
there was no remedy. The chancellor also interrupted 
M. d’Ormesson several times: he told him it was not 
necessary to speak of the project. This must be from 
maliee; for many will suppose it a great crime, and 
the chancellor would be glad that the proofs, which 
are truly ridiculous, should be withheld, that ^lie idea 
which prevails might not be weakened. As, however, 
it is one of the articles of the indictment, M. d’Ormes- 
son will not omit it. He will finish to-morrow. Sainte- 
Heldne will speak on Saturday. On Monday the tw'o 
re^^ers wilt give their opinion, and on Tuesday, the 
wiB committee will assemble early in the morning. 
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and not separate till judgement be passed. I tremble 
when I think of this day. The ho{>c8 of the family are 
very sanguine. Faucault goes about every where, and 
shows a writing of the king’s, in which he is made to 
say, that he should think it very improper if any of 
the judges leaned towards the prisoner, from the cir¬ 
cumstance of his papers being taken away: that it was 
be who ordered it to be done * that there is not one 
that can be of use to the prisoner m his defence; that 
they are papers that relate merely to his office; and 
that he makes this known^ that the judges may not 
draw improper inferences. What say you to this mag¬ 
nanimous proceeding? Ate you not grieved that a 
prince, who would love justice and truth if he were left 
to himself, should be prevailed upon to act thus ? He 
said the other day at his levee, that Fou^uet was a 
dangerous man: this has been put into his head by 
some one. In short, our enemies no longer keep within 
bounds; they run at full speed; threats, promises, 
every thing is resorted to; but if God be on uur side, 
tve shall be stronger than they. You will perhaps 
have another letter from me: if we have good news, I 
shall dispatch an express to you, with all possible ex¬ 
pedition ; but how I shall act, or what will become of 
me, m any other case, I am at a loss to conjecUire. A 
thousand compliments to our recluse, and to your better 
half. * Pray earnestly to God for our frieiid. 

• SatuAlaj, t>ecember 13. 

After having fixed and changed, and fixed and 
changed again, it was at length resolved, that M. 
d’Ormesson should gite his opinion to-day: that Sun¬ 
day might pass over, and Sainte-Ilel^ne begin anew on 
Monday, which would make a stronger impretsioii, 
M. d’Ormesson’s opinion was, that the accused should 
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b® sJCfiteiScetl to perpetual banishtnent, aud his property 
confVseated to the king. M. d’()riiio.SHOii has by this 
hieauS'CstHi)lisli> d his reputation as a judge. This sen¬ 
tence is a little severe* , but let us pray that no worse 
counsel may he given; it is always glorious to be the 
first ill an assault. 


LKITER *XXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

' ^’«h»pstlay, Der<*m!’( r 

You languish^ my dear friend, after intelligence, and so 
do we. I was sorry I sent you word that judgement 
would be pronounced on Tuesday; for, not hearing 
from me, you must have thought it was all over; but 
our hopes are as strong as ever. I informed you, on 
Saturday, in what way M. d’< )rmesson had reported the 
cause,and how he had voted; but I did not suflSdently 
express the extraordinary esteem he has acquired by 
his conduct in thi.s business. I have heard several of 
this profCbsion say, that his speech was a master-piece; 
that he explained himself with great clearness, and 
rested his opinion upon the most convincing arguments: 
it was eloquence and grace combined. In short, no 
mail had ever a liner opportuiiity of making hinaself 
' known, and nU man ever made a better use of it. - Jf he 
bad wished to open his door to congratulations, his 
house would have been crowded; but he was iuo mo¬ 
dest for this, and kept out of tlie way. His colleague, 
Sainte-llol^ne, indignant at his success, sfK>ke on 

• Sk'vcce as it was, the king aggravated the jutnishtnent {.till more. 

' bouquet's dilapklatiuits were ttilainK ciiuiin«l, hut cardinal Ma7arii) 

!; less, ami took much more. Tl;e ItccntJousiiesi-! of the times, ami 
fbvec of csample, were an excuse, if anj excuse rouUl !,»• mude. 
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IVIonday and Tuesday: he resumed the affair weakly 
and miserably, reading what he had to say, without 
adding any new circumstance, or giving a different turn 
to it: he voted, but did nut assign his reasons, that M. 
Fouqiiet should lose his head for bis crime against the * 
state j and to gain votes on his side, he played the Nor- 
niand, and alleged, that it was probable the king, who 
alone could do it, would remit the sentence and pardon 
him. It was yesterday he performed this brilliant 
action, at which we were as much grieved, as we had ' 
before been satisfied with ^he conduct of M. d*Or- 
messon. 

This morning Pussort spoke for four hours, but with 
so much vcliemenee, fury, rage, and rancour, that seve* 
ral of the judges were shocked ; and it is thought his 
intemperance will do more good than harm to-our poor 
friend. He even redoubled his violence towards the 
end, and said, upon the subject of the crime against the 
state, tiiat the example of a certain Spaniard, who had 
so great a horror for a rebel, that he ortlered his house 
to be burned, because Charles of Bourbon hud paselff 
through it, ought to make us blush at our moderation; 
that wc had much greater reason to hold in abhorrence 
the crime of M. Fouquot; that the halter and the gib¬ 
bet were llie only proper punishments for him^ but 
that, in'consideration of the high offices he had held, 
and the noble families to which he was related, he 
would relax his opinion, and vote with M. de Sainte- 
Ilcl^ne, that he be beheaded. 

What say you to this moderation } Is it because be is 
the'uncle of M. de Nesmond, and was excepted against^ 
that he conducts himself so generously ? For my part, I- 
can scarcely contain myself, when I think of this scan-' 
dalous proceeding. I do not know whether judgement'^* 
will be pronounced tu-inorrow, or the business be pro- '; 
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tracted tu the end of the \\eek. We ha\c still rnanv 

% 

diiBcultu** to encounter, but perhaps some one will side 
iiyitU M. d’Otnicsson, who^e opinion at present stands 
alone. 

But 1 have to he fir ^out attention to tvno oi three little 
incidents, whieh aie no less extraoidinii} than tiuc. 
In the first place, then, a comet made Hs appearance, 
about four days ago It was announced, at hist, b;y 
some women only, who were laughed at for their pain<«, 
but It has now been seen by every one. M. d’Artagaii 
sat up last night, and saw it ^#*iy distinctly. M. de 
Kcur4, a great astronom*^!, says it is of consideiable* 
magnitude. M. du Foin has se'cn it, with tliice oi ioin 
other learned men I have not seen it myself, but I 
intend sitting up to-night for the puifiose: it appeals 
about throe o’clock. 1 tell you oi thi:i, ignoiaiU wlit- 
ther you will be pleased or displeased with the intelli¬ 
gence. 

Berner, in the literal sense of the word, is become 
mad ; he has been bled profubely, and is in a pci feet 
phrensy. lie raies oi wheels and gibbets, and has 
even mentioned [articular trees: he dee Ians he is 
going to be hanged, and makes so dreadful a noi^e, that 
bis keepers arc obliged to chain him. 'Ihis is eiidently 
a judgment «f Providence, and a veiy just one. A cii- 
minal of tlia name of Lamothe, who was in piisoii, and 
about to be tried, has depokeii, that Messis de 
V***f and B*** (they add also Pussort, oi Poiicet but 
of him 1 am not bo certain) urged him setei^l tiniea to 
implicate M. Fouquet and Lorme; promising if he 
ssould do so, that they would obtain his pardon; but he 
refused, and published the circumstance in court, be* 

fM.de Botieherat was one of the eommisuoncn tki. utlier fi*** 
»> no doubt, Berner, 
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fore his trial took place. He was condeixined to 
galle^n^ The wife and mother of Fooquet hay# 
procured a copy of the deposition, and will preshnt it 
to-morrow at the chamber.” Perhaps it will not bb re« 
ceived, because the judges now giyittgi||l^'opi* 
nions; but it may be made known, and mnttpwiiice a 
strong impression on thd court. Is not al^^fs yd)^' 
extraordinary ? t 

1 must tell you also of an heroic act of Masnau. Ho' 
had been dangerously ill fos^a whole week pf a blad-^ 
der complaint ; he took a variety of medicines, and was 
at last bled at midnight. The next morning, at seven 
o’clock, he insisted on being carried to the chamber of 
justice, where he suffered the most excruciating paii|. 
The chancellor saw him turn pale, and sttll, ** This is 
nqt a fit place* for you, sir ; you had better retire.**— 

** True, sir,” he replied, " but I may as well die here.*^ 
The chancellor perceiving hiilTready to faint, and find¬ 
ing him bent upon remain^g, said, " Well, sir, retirej 
We will wait for you.’^tipon this he wmt out for^ 
quarter of ad hour, during which ^me to passediwi:' 
stones, of so enormous a aiie, thatt might be cotwlibf- 
ed as a miracle, if men were deserring that God should 
work miracles in the# favour. T^is ivotn^y man then" 
returned into bour^ gay and cheerful, dfety oTO asto- 
nislied at the adventure. ? 

This is all I know. Every bodv is mteresivd ih this ’ 
weighty afiair. Ifothing else hi talked of. irea« 

Bon, infer, calculate, pity, 1Stor, wish, ha!te» admire,* aty 
overwhelmed: in'iriiort, my dear sir,' our present situa¬ 
tion is a most singular one; but the resignation'and. 
firmness of Our dear unfoHunate friend is perfectly 
heavenly. He know's every day what passes, and every 
day volumes might be written in his pnuse. 1 beg you 

VOL. I. ■ D 
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to thank your father f for the gratifying note he hai« 
fvritten me, and the charming works he sent me^ 1 have 
sead them, though my head feels, alas, as if it were split 
into pieces. Tell him 1 am delighted he loves roe a 
little, deal, I mean, and that I love him still 

]|iore«.^^have received your last letter; alas! you 
(^rpay so abundantly the trifling services I render 
you, that I remain your debtor. 

LETTER ♦XXVII. 

t 

TO THE SAME. 

Friday, December 19, 1664. 

This is a dsiy. which gives us great hopes; but I must 
go back in my story. I told you that M. Pussort hpd 
on Wednesday voted for the death of our friend ; on 
Thursday, Nogues, Gisaueourt, Feriol, and Peraut, voted 
in the same way. Boquesaitte concluded the day, and, 
hlter speaking well for an hj|^, sided with M. d’Or* 
messon. Tlfli morning our hopes have sailed before 
the imnA ; for 8ev6C|} vote|^that were doubtfiil have 
been given; Toison, Masnau, Vei-dier, La Baume, and 
Catinet, and all in favour of M.^'Orraesson’s opinion. 
It was then ^oncet’s turn to speak ;,,but thinking tliat 
those who remained were almost all disposed to be le¬ 
nient,, h^^ would not begin, though it was only eleven 
o'clock. It is thought, be wishes tq consult wi^ some 
one what he shall say, aj^ that h4 is not ^rifling to 
bring disgrace upon himself, and,^;;j^nsign a man to 
death unnecessarily. Such is our present situation, and 
though so favourable a one, our joy is not complete ; 

f Anisud d'AadiUy, the twmilatflr of Josephus. 
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for^ott must know* that'M. N. is so>i^raged| tliife'fliii 
eiip^ some imjust anil atrocifnis ps’wcietfiltg 
qaence, that witt^lirag^ us again into despiiEl 
• this, my dear sir,' we should ha?e the sailt&0^dii oC ' 
seeing our fri^d, though unfortunate, €t fht 

as his life is concerned, which is a gpeat thh^' Ww 
^all^ see what will happen to-morrow. We are ttOfUr 
seven to six. Le Feron, Moussy, BrUlac, Bdnafd, JH* 
nard, Voisin, Pontchartrain, and dho chancellor, team 
not yet voted; but oi thessi, we dtmil liaae by 
greater number. 


Ssbudig. 

Fall on your knees, sir, and return thanks to Gk>d; 
the life of our poor friend as saved. Thirteen were of 
M. d'Ormesson's opinion, and nine of Sainte-H^^&ne'* 
1 am almost wild with joy *. 


Sutidsy aveniqg. 

rwas;|ii^y ahaid other person would hav^jibe 
pleasure oi^^i^ommunicating to you the ^^ful tidii^ 
My courier was not veiQi'diliglait; he said, on^ieuii^ 
out, that, he would sleqi no where but at Livri; he 
assures me, however, Ik was the isit that arrieedL * 
Heavens! how gratifying nritet the inteltigedce hare 
been to you! how inlgn^etvdblyureet are the momeii|a 
that r^ve ^lli^heM^OA'a sudden fro^ tho anguish of 

triwy 

^ * Names of tKe cMamiuse oho jittfged Foii^set. ? * 

(yi^ovTable.) / 

D*OnD««6n. Le FcrOa. * Moumj. BriTlae. Retisi^. ^ 

BSiMrd. Roquefiaim. La To 4M». La BaiiiM. l^cdis^ 

AlMBaa. Gatiaec. Pontchacuain. 

(Adverse.) 

St. Hdttne. Pliunn. Gisaucourt. Feriol. Nogull* 

llcfawt. Poncet. The shsucellor. Pem Seguiv. 

B Q 
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80 painful a suspense ! It will be a long time befote 1 
ftflliEll lose the joy 1 received yesterday; it was, in'*^al- 
gre&t, too much almost for nfe to bear. The 
poo^ than learned the news by sigpials, a few moments 
afiLer judgement was pronounced, and I dare say felt it in 
all its extent. This morning the king sent the Cheva¬ 
lier du Guet to the mother and wife of M. Fouquet, re- 
cofAknendhtg them both to go toMontlu^on in Auvergne, 
the marquis and marchioness of Charost to Ancenis, 
atid the yoOng Fouquet to Joinville in Champagne. 
The good old lady sent woifi to the king, that she was 
seventy-two years of age; that she besought his ma¬ 
jesty not to deprive her of her only remaining son, the 
support of her life, which apparently was drawing near 
Its close. The prisoner does not yet know his sentence, 
ft is said he will be taken to-morrow to Pignerol, for 
the king has changed his banishment into imprisonment. 
Ills wife, contrary to all rule, is not permitted to see 
him. But let not this ptxicecding abate the least par¬ 
ticle of your joy: mine, if possible, is increadtid; for I 
see in this more clearly the greatness of our victory, 
I shall fkithfully relate i6 you^hc sequel of this curious 
liistory. I have given youi what has passed to-day; 

* the rest to-niorrow. 


Tuesday evenng. 

This morning, at ten o'clock, HI. Fdequet was con¬ 
ducted to the chapel of the Bastill^ Foucault held the 
sentence in his hand. Vou must tell me youi^ name, 
sir," said he, ** that I may know whom I address." M. 
Fouquet replied," You know very well who I am; and 
as for my name, I will not give it here, as I refused to 
give it at the chamber of justice; by the same rule also, 
1 protest against the sentence you are going to read to 
me." What passed being written down, Foucault put 
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on hat, .and read the sentence; M. Foaquet heiur^ 'ilE 
uncovered. Pecqact >and . lAfal^ * were $fterwa|i^ 
separated from him, and thq^^^ ci:ies and tean> 4 ^C 4 heiie 
^ poor .men melted every heart that was not of iFQtii^#iey 
made so strange a noise, that M. d* Artagnan waap^jj^gad 
to go and comfort them; for it seemed to thein, 
sentence of death had just been read to'^ir ^mastef;* 
They w#re ^th' lodged in the Bastille, «hd 
known what will be done with them. , 

Al. Fouquet went to the apartment of M. d* Artp- 
gnan : while he^j^as tlM$rej,^he saw M. d' OrmeMOivwho 
came for some papers that were rtQ the ha^da^ of M. d’ 
Artagnan, ^nass by J^be window. On perc^ying^^ h|m, 
M. Foaquet saluted him with an open jt^ntcmpace, 
pressive^pf joy and gratit^: to h|m» 

that he was his very hi«nbla 5 .|^aii||^^,,l IJ., 
returned salutii^n with 

came with heart to |^,me what had pa^d;,> 

.At eleven ^clock a coacli yi;as. ready, into which M, 
Fouquet ai|tera^ with (qur guards. jE4. Artagnan waa. 
on horseback w^k fifty musketeers; he will escortin'^ 
to Pignerol, where he wjll leave him in prison, ip. Ipfl 
care of p man of the name of St. Marc, who is a very 
honest fellow: he will have fifty soldiers to guard his 
prisoner. 1 do not k^ow whether' another serynnt baa 
been allowed our friend ; you form no kjea hoi|,:, 
cruel the circumatance of taking Pecquet and Lavalep* 
from him appears to every one; some even go so far qp 
to draw, dreadful inferences %;m it^ Ma^;^od preserve 
him, as he has hitherto done: in him we must put our, 
trust, and leave our friend to the protection of that Pro¬ 
vidence which has been so gracious to him* They still 
refuse him his wife, but have permitted the mother 
to remain at Parc, with the abbess her daughter; 

* His physician and his servant. 
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L^Ecoyer will follow Jiis sister-in-law: he has declared 
lllit be has no other means of subsistence. M, and 
Miteae’de Charost are going immediately to Ancenis. 

' ICBaiHy, the attoniey-generalf has been turned ent of. 
5Ace« for hating said to Gisaucoort^ before judgement 
Was pronounced, that he ought to retrieve the honotft 
•f tibe Grail4jpmincU,which would be disgraced if C***, 
Poncel^ and himself acted together in the businesb. I 
am sorry for this upon your account: it is a rigorous 
measure. Tantane antmu caUniibus ira 
But no, it does not mou^t soifhigh^, as that. Such 
harsh and low reve^ cannot piwceed from a heart 
like that of our monarch. His name is employed, and, 
ai you seih prodimed. 1 will let you know the rest: how 
much better we could cenveMie upon the^ thingsi! it is 
impumible to eommunicape 'by letter all ae have to say. 
Adieu, my dear shv I Jvfte not so much modesty at you, 
and, without taking refuge ka the crowd* ^ assure you 1 
love and esteem you highly,-->1 have seen the comet; 
its train is of a beautiful length* I partly found my 
hopes on it. A thousand compliments to your dear 
wife. 


Tuesdiiv. 

I send you something to amuse^ou for a few minutes. 
Too will certainly finddt worth jeading. It is charity 
to entertain you both in your solitude^ If the hiend- 
sfaip I bear the lather end the son were a remedy dgainst 
dullness, it is an evil of which you would never have to 
complain. I am just come from a place where, it seems, 
I have renewed this sentiment, by talking of you with 
five or{six persons, male and female, who, like me, rank 
^emselves among your friends; it was at the hotel de 


• Virgil’^ Eneid, Jib.i. 
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Neven. Yoar wife was of the party; she will tell you 
of the delightfal little damediana we met there. 1 
lieve oar dear friend is arriyai^ but I hayellad no eer- 
.tain intelligence. It is only known^ that M. d’Arta- 
gnan« continuing his obliging manners^ gaye him the 
necessary fur clothing, that he might pass the moun- 
tains without inconyenience. I know alsp that M; 
Artagnan has receiyed letters from the king, and ihai 
he told M. Fouquet to keep up his spirits and his courage^ 
and that eyery thing would go well. We.SMce always 
looking forward to some mkigation, and I in particular; 
hope has been too kind for me to abandon it. When*'' 
eyer 1 see the king at our ballets, these two lilies of 
Tasso come into my head: 

Gofiredo ascolta, e in rigida sembiania 
Porge piu di timor che di speranza*. 

•X 

Gerusalemme lAherata, cant, 5. 

But I take carej#ot to despond ; we must follow the ex¬ 
ample of our poor prisoner; he is tranquil and gay; W 
us be so too. It will giye me real pleasure to see you 
here. I cannot think your exile will be of long dura¬ 
tion. Assure your good father of my afftction; I can¬ 
not help expressing myself thus; and let me know your 
opinion of the stanzas. Some of them are admire^ af 
well as some of the couplets. 

* Godfircy attends, and with a brow s w a r e 
Bat little gives to hope^ ami nueh to fear. 

Ilo0le*s Trandation. 
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Tliunda} cvemag, January 166^. 

At lengtli, the mother, the daughter-in law, and tiic 
hrothrr have obtained leave to be tosiethei : they aie 
going to Montluyun in the heart of Au^eigne. Ihe 
mother had permission to go to Parc-aux-Dames to her 
daughter, but her daughtcr^indaw has prevailed on her 
to accompany her. M. and ]\|adame de Charost aie 
on their way to Ancenis. Pecquet and Lavalee are 
still in the Bastille. Can any thing be more dreadful 
than this injustice? They have given IVI. Fouquet 
another servant. M. d’Artagnan was his only conifoit 
ill his journey. It is said, that the peison nho is to 
have the care of him atPignerol is a very worthy crea¬ 
ture. God grant he may be so! or iratlier, God pro¬ 
tect our f)iend! lie has alteady protect him so visibly, 
lllat wc ought to think he has an especial care of him. 
la Forint, his old esquire, accosted him as he was going 
away. I am delighted to see you,” said Fouquet to him : 

I know your fidelity and auction : tell my wife and 
lAother not to despair, that my courage remains, and 
Uiat I am in good health.—Is not this admirable ? Adieu, 
my dear sir; let us be like him; let us have courage, 
emd dwell on the joy occasioned by the gloi ious sentence 
of Saturday. 

Madame de Giignan, ^AngeUque Claiic d^Angenu^y, 
M, de Grign(m*sjiist wife) is dead. 


Friday c\enin'r. 

It seems, by your thanks, as if vou were gi\ing me 
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my dismissal; but I will nol receive it yet. I intend to 
write to you whenever 1 please, and as soon as I have 
the verses from Pont*neuf, 1 shall send them to you. 
Our dear friend is still upon the road : it was reported, 
that he had been ill; ev^ry body exclaimed s ** What! 
already It was reported also, that M. il'Artagnan 
had sent to court to Imow what he was to do with hit 
sick prisoner, and that he had been answered tUife^* 
ingly, that he must proceed with him, however ill he 
might be. This is all false: but it shmvs the gttieral 
feeling, and the danger of furnishing materials wfth 
which to build whatever horrid castleS we please. Pec¬ 
quet and Lavalde are still in the Bastille} this conduct is 
truly unaccountable. The chamber will be resumed 
after the Epiphany. 

1 should think the poor exiles must be arrived ere 
this at the place of their destination. When our poor 
friend has reached his, I will inform you ; for we must 
follow him to Pignerol: would to God we could brin^ 
him thence to the place we wish*! And how much 
longer, my dear sir, will be your exile? 1 often thiftic 
of this. A thousand compliments to your Ihther. t 
have been told your wife is here : I shall call upon her; 
1 supped last night with one of your lady friends, and 
we talked of paying you a visit. 

* *■ 

* It was tbe general opinion that Fonquet died in prison in tlic yopK 
1660. See Le Stkle dc Lotas XiK, and the note at the begfiiniqg |rf 
the letter dated Apdl 3, i hSO. 
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. 1 ^:. ^ 

FBDM TBINJOVNT DE BUSSY^^O MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

Forl&ins, November I6fl6. 

J^terday at Bowbillyf. Never, my lovely cou- 
ein.' so’ much surprised. I thought the ^ouse 

Vean^nlt im4I endeavoured to discover the rea- 
Sfisi oC, tbiib after the long dislike I had taken to it, I 
found that it arose from yom* absence. In reality, you 
and Mademoiselle de Sevigne make every object ap¬ 
pear frightful mat surrounds you; and you played this 
trick, for two whole years, to your house. This is a 
fact; .^d 1 advise you therefore, if ever you dispose 
of it, to make the bargain through your sygeiit, for your 
preseace would very much lessen its value. 

In appro|iching it, the sun, which had not shone for 
two days, made its appearance, and, conjointly with 
your farmer, did very handsomely the honours of the 
house; ipxe preparing roe an excellent collation, and 
^edher gilding the apartments, which the Christo- 
phles and the Guis had been pleased to decorate with 
their arms. My family accompanied me, and W'ere all 
as much pleased with the place as myself. The living 
Itabutins, aeeing so many escutcheons, held themselves 
In greiter estimation, perceiving the consequence which 
the dead Rabutins attached to their blood. But an in- 
YOluntary fit of laughter seized us, when we saw the 
good man Christophie on his knees, who, after distri¬ 
buting his arms ia a thousand places, and a thousand 
difihrent ways, had at last brought them together in a 
ipat. This is indeed poshing the love of his name as 


'f An «stj(tr betengmg to Madame de $^vign«^. 
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far as it caft go. Tott believe, no doubt, my dear con*‘ 
sin, that this Christophle had a seal, and that his arms 
were also engraved upon his plate, his hsmess, ffild bn s 
carriage. For my part, 1 would tsdce my. oath of It. 

LETTER *XXX. 

1 '• 

,V J ^ 

PBOM MADAttlE D£ SB¥IG]KE TO TAE C0I7NT Dl BOISV; 

' - 

Parii, May 20,1067* 

IiRECEiYEo a letter from you, my dear cousiii, MpsH !< 
was in Brittany, in which you talked of our ai!^8toi!i! 
the Rabutins, and of - the beauty of Bombilly. Rot as < 
I'had beard from Paris that you were expected theve^ 
and as 1 had hoped myself to airiye much sooner, I de* 
ferred writing to you; and no^’ you are- neti' 

coming at all.. You know i^xusir telked' 

of but war. The whole couri if %\'0«mp, and 'tiitt 
whole camp is at court; and being a des¬ 

sert, I prefer the desert , of L^L^I^"4here 1 shaU. 
pass the suiimer, - 

Sb attendtnt -sm gaerriefr 

RSvienu^ couviffti de laurien-ft ^ ' ' 

There are two- lines fctr you, llftjl do not know#he*:- , 
ther I have heardl tlrem before, orluive just made thuni^l, 
As it is# matter of no great important I fesmi^ 
the ihrea^of.nyt proto. My^j^ant hfs bee&very.&* 
Toarably. nkclined thwisds yob, since base seem.!so ^ 
many people, eager to begin, or rather to revive, a b«r^ 
Btnbss in which joa acquired sdli^Qiac^ honour durld|^. 
the time-you were a^ to ei^ge in it. It is 

thing for a man of courage to be confined at bpino^^ 

* " < 

t* Waiting the letara of oqf fl B ft t i lil i coveied with laiarlo^. 
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when there are such great doings in Flandersf. As 
yoii feel, no doubt, all that a man of spirit and^valour 
Cfn feel, it ifi^imprudent in me to revive so painful a 
subject. I hope you will forgive me, in consideration of 
the great interest I take in your affairs. 

It is said you have written to the king. Send me a 
ropy of your letter, and give me a little information 
respecting your mode of life, what sort of things amuse 
you, and whether the alterations you are making in 
your house do not contribute a good deal towaids it. 
I hs^ spent the winter in Brittany, where 1 have plaut- 
i^d a great number of treei^ and a labj'rinth, that will 
require Ariadne^s clue to find the way out of it. I have 
also purchased some land, to which I have said as usual, 
** 1 shall conveit you into a paik.^’ 1 have extended 
my walks at a tHfling expen'^o. JMy daughter stiKl*^ 
you a thousand reih^mbrances. ^ 1 beg mine to all j our 
family. 


LETTER *XXXI. 

JO TjHE SAML. 


Paiic, ftune a, lb6S, 

1 WROTE to you the last; why have you not answered 
my letter? I ha^c been expecting to lic.^r from ^ou, 
and have at length found the Italian proveib tiue ^ chi 
fffende non perdono—the offender never pardons. 

Madame d’ Assigny has informed me that part of a 
cornice has fallen upon your head, and hurt you consi¬ 
derably. If you were well, and I ^ared exercise a lit¬ 
tle wicked wit upon tbe occasion, 1 should tell you, 
that they are not trifling ornaments like these that in- 


f Busaj vras exiled to hb estates. 



M\DAMB Dfi ShViGNL 


61 


juie the headb of husbands m genet al; and that it 
would be a fortunate circumstance for them> if tliey 
met With no v^orsc evil than the fall of a cornice, l^ut 
I will not talk nonsense, I tsill first know how you are> 
and assure you, that the same reason whtcit made me 
languid when you were bled^ gives me the bead-ach 
from your accident. The ties of relationship cannot 1 
think be carried farther than this. 

My daughter was on the point of marriage. The af*> 
fair IS bioken off, I hardly know why. She kisses your 
hand : 1 do the same to your whole family. * Have you 
done any thing ytt with regard to the court > Pray let 
me know how you stand there. 

LETTER •XXXII. 

TO HIE SAME. 


Pans^ July 36^ 166S. 

1 BLOiN by thanking }ou> my dcai cousin, fut youi 
kitcis to the king: the^ would afford me pleasuic even 
it they wen written by a stranger, they ha\e awak* 
cned in me sentiments of pity, and 1 should think they 
must pioduce the same effect on our sovereign. It is 
tint, he does not bear the name of Rabutin, as X dob 

The piettiest girl in France sends her compliments to 
^ou. Ihis title IS due to her; I am, however^ weary 
of doing the honours of it. She is more worthy than 
ever of your esteem and friendship. 

You do not knowi I believe, that my son is gone to 
Qandia with M. de Roannes, and the Count de Saint- 
Paul, He consulted M. de Turenne, Caidmal dh Rets^ 
and M, de Rochefoucauld uj^n this; most important 
personages! and they all approved it so highly, that 
It was fixed upon, and rumoured abroad, before I knew 
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any thing of the matter. In short, he is gone. I have 
wept bitterly, for it is a source of great grief to me. 1 
shidl not have a moment’s rest during his voyage. 1 
all its dangers, and terrify myself to death: but, 
alas, I am wholly out of the question; for, in things of 
this nature, mothers have no voice. Adieu. 

LETTER ^^XXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Sq)tcinbcr4, 166 S. 

Rise, count; 1 will not kill you, while prostrate at my 
feet; and take your sword, to resume the combat. But 
it is better that 1 should give you life, and that we 
should live in peace f. 1 exact but one condition, that 
you own the thing as it has happened. This is a very 
generous proceeding on my part: you can no longer 
call me a little brute. 

M. de Montausier has just been appointed governor 
to the Dauphin. 

Je t*ai combM de biens, je I'en veux arcabler 

Adieu, count. Now I have conquered you, I shall 
where proclaim, that you are the bravest man in* 
France, and whenever extraordinary duels are men¬ 
tioned, I shall relate ours. My daughter sends her 
compliments. The idea you express of her good for¬ 
tune in the late affair is some consolation to us. 

•f* Bttfijr and hia cousin had frequent quarvels: the imsoq has l^e* 
foie been g^ven. The new thfierence to wlucb she alludes seems to 
Ittve been e sll^ tme. 

X 1 have kaded dice widi fiwoon, I wiD add to the burthen. 



IfADAMS mt 4&VIGKL. 



LETTER *XXXIV. 

from the count DE BU8SY TO MAS«ME DE S^YIGI^, 

V 

Chaseu, September 7# IMS* 

Nothing can be more generous, madam, than the 
action you have just perfoaned. Yes, 1 wilt proclaim 
it every where: but I could not have supposed you had 
been able to express yourself so well on the subject 
and conclude you had son^ affiiir of this kmd in Brit¬ 
tany, which taught you 4he* language. Is it not a pity 
that we should have been so long at variance, and there¬ 
by have lost so many follies, which we should have 
embellished so well, suid whieh would have amused us 
so highly ? For though neither of us has been dumbr 
it seems as if we had each tried to lower the other, and 
said things we should not have said at another time* 

LETTER *XXXV. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGN^ TO THE CeUNT DE BUSSV* 

Tub, DeeemW/^ 16SS. 

Have you not received the letter, sir, in. which l|[ave 
you life, disdaining to kill you at my fiset ? I expected 
an answer to this noble action ; but you have thought 
it unworthy your notice: you have contented yoursdlf 
with rising from the ground, and talcing your swotd, as 
1 commanded you. I hope you will never again em- 
pRy it against me. 

I must tell you a piece of news, that will, I am sm^ 
give you pleasure. It is, that the prettiest girl in Franca 
is going to be married, not to the handsomest joudi, 
but to one of the worthiest men in the kingdom, to M. 



Of 


de Orignan, whom you have long known. All his 
wives died to give place to your cousin, and, through 
extraordinary kindness, even hib father and mother died 
too; so that knowing him to be richer than ever, and 
fmcbng him besides, by birth, situation, and good qua¬ 
lities, every thing we could wish, we have not trafficked 
with him, as is customary, on the occasion, but con¬ 
fided in the two families that have gone before us. lie 
seems very well pleased with the alliance, and, as soon 
as we have heard from his uncle the archbishop of Arles, 
his other uncle the archbi^op of Usdz being on the 
spot, the business will be hhished ; probably before the 
, end of the year. As I am a lover of decorum, I could 
not fail asking your advice and approbation. The pub¬ 
lic sbems pleased: this is a great deal; for we are such 
fools as to be almost always governed by its opinion. 

LETTER XXXVI. 

CARDINAL DE KETZ TO M4DAME DE SEVIGNE. 

• Commerci, Dectmber 20,,1668. 

If the interests of madame de Meckelbourg and 
those ofmarshal d^Albret, are alike iudifTereni to you, 
madem, I shall solicit in behalf of the cavalier, because 
I have ten times the regard for him, that 1 have for the 
lady; but if it be your desire that 1 sliould solicit for 
the lady, I will do it with the gieatest readiness, be- 
OBUse 1 esteem ypo a million times more than 1 do the 
tavalier; if you would have me observe a neutrality, 
1 shell do so inviolably. In short, you have only^to 
speak, to be implicitly obeyed. 1 am not in the least 

* Elizabeth Ai^tcade Moatmorenci, widow of Gaepard deColigtii, 
.e Ch&tiDon: and nanied agun in Febnutry 1664, to Christian 
duke of Meckelbourg* 



surprised at the apprehentions my niece * is under ; 1 
have long pei^cetved that she degenerates; but however 
great you deacnbe her sftudderin^ at the thought of 
the important day of conclusiont»' 1 much question 
whether they equal mine for the coascquencesi since 1 
have seen by a letter of yours^ that you have neHhor 
had, nor wish to have, any explanations, but leave 
to destiny; which, by'the by, is often very ungraM^ 
and little deserving of the confidence we fdace in il|^ 
find myself beyond comparison more sensible to what 
regards you and that dear child, than to any thing that 
ever regarded iiiyself however nearly. 

You must blame, madam, neither the cardinal da« 
tary nor ^jpie, that nothing has yel^^en done^Of 
Corbiaelii. A |lMtVo%^ongii)g ta^ the datary'a gfiBce, 
ill whom I bad cmdSideBce, has naii|e^ 

to obtain a great favoati^ and huMeul^bred^iie in 
three or four veny’^^i^^ instancea; 
by Corbuiellt as Im l^lui dpne ^ sei^lHlS 
same occasion, 1 wfiiMher Ills nam 'W bean 

even mentioned since my fir^^ter. It is nat a fqr^ 
night since this same amn wrpte me a long ,data4 of 
this affiiir, and of some Others that 1 had recommended 
to his care; and lln«» discovered two falsities in the 
account he sent me; not with regard to Corbmelh, in* 
deed; but finding he has told me lies concerning the 
others, 1 imagine he may have done the same with re* 
gard to him also: I shall take care to remedy this to 
the utmost of my power by the first post: you cannot 
think what vexation itlu^given me. ^ 

* Modemol^ielle de Sdvign^, afteimarda iouiitev of Giigoss* 

*)* This relates to tlie mairiage of maibinoisclle die ultb 

M. de Giignsn, which was solemlined the 99th of Jantiarjt following. 

X Tlie chief officer in the jk^'s duncery, st Rotne; 



LETTER 

- , ' 

fBOM MADAMS DE tiVlGNi TO TBS COUNT OB BUMT. 


Paris, January 7,16G9« 

'Igy as'^ue, that 1 did ndt receive your answer to the 
t^||r in which 1 gave you life, as that I wae in pain, 
M,\with the best intention possible to pardon you, 

* 1 had unintentionally killed^you, being little accustomed 
to, wield;:^ sword. This *^a8 the only good reason I 
could aasigpi to myself for your silence. In the mean 
titne, you hi^iiiitten, though your let^r had never 
leacii^ me« ^pwaMf^litill torugr^l^^circutustanc#. 

<wnhed- to 
it would not 

0ri^ai^^;;jpit'h very'gpsd Bitn, 

vei^^le^Ml^ '&s ri^,. .holds a high 

oi^ce, '90L,M mpch Bf^irnd 'i^rrespe^ed the 

nechsttry K I think we are for* 
tunate, and ae-you are of thb same opinion, sign the- 
deed I send you, and be assure^k'Uay dear cousin, that 
if it depended on me, you should be first at the enter¬ 
tainment. How admirably well you would act your 
part! Sipee you left us, 1 have heard no wit<equal to 
yours, and 1 have said to myself a thousand times, 
** Good heavens, what a diiSerence !'*'--i*War f. is talked 
~ of, and it iasaid the king the field in person. 

f It MS S' vague Teport. No idea- was yet entcetaliied 4)f breaking' 
the- peace of Alx-la-Cbapelte, coududed only seven, montha before. 
^.Ilut it was in contemplation to imedeFe in the quaixel i between the 
eount palatin ant the duke of Lonaiae, and force die latter to lay 4lowu 
^hh srins.. '' 


Shall w« not aea you agataia a charaoter (hat yon hira 
so well sustained ? 


LETTIpR* XXXVin. 

FROM THE COUNT DB BOSSY TO MADAME DB SEVION^ 

# 

Cfaasea, Janaarjr 93^ 16S9r^ 

I DO you justice, my lovely cous»|« >4 (he same 
(hat you have dona to me. 1 wrote to 4700, aitd , 
you did not receive my letter: it is all true^ X am also 
mudi obliged by die opeafii^ you have felt y^ 
ha4 unintentia/tially l^pled i|^e, aid I ntitst tejH you, that 
yon are nt^ s^nskillhX as you sup^o^<^,Wheii, yon 
gaare ine ^ 

and 1 rose &om 8*^% 

nercaity. Had ^kmvei^ tMiea otherwise^^j^thm 
not have bemi tlMr 4 ^;|i|)av»h«id>)kt^ 

Thou|^i*li^ wm lv^.y9ejSjr*5ith 

swer4 « 

whose^J 

heaiii yon hwe yiercdd, alsaoiPwitli^t kneadng li|»l 
such persons were in existence. 


LETTER *XXXIX. 

t 

raoir madame d» a^vioNi to thb count db bussy. 

Apdl ao^>}67a« 

I HAn received your letter, my dear« cousin; you are 
always courteous and amiable; and I need not look 
deep into my heart for feelings of kindness toward^ you. 

1 thank you for having opened the door of our cerre'*^ 
spondence, which had b^n close<jU jSomf ucddeitt pf ^ 
other is always happening to us ; but the heart is goad* 


^laerriM cor 


M 

ani^live will some day laugh et our little dissctibions 
us return to our cousin^ 'M Fremiot, was it not 
kind of the good president to b^ueath to me his pio- 
perty at his ilcath ^ 1 bad no idea of such a thing: I 
had a great affection for him, which, added to my pie> 
sent feelings of gratitude, makes me truly giievcd. It 
IS a shame, as you «ay, that a wife should be able to 
.survive such a husband. Even 1 can do no moie. 
Adieu 1 Wish you patience to ti lumph ot er youi mis* 
fortunes. You will not let me^^^ak of my daughter; 
but I will in defiance of y^m. She is with child, and 
If itilUliere : liei husbai^lli m Provence. 


'^£R.*4pt 


vfoif If ^ obRBiihtiU TO tmt count of busst. 


« Pans, May 17, t070* 

SifIkSNi and i owe ytnk efch a IfktjRT!, but 
tFe 1 shall 

iheiefof#Bay tbcf one of jdea* 

sinCs 1 have expeliieACl^ here, has been the ihoo^lit of 
tny returning to you. 

Ye^ yes, we will make moral and political reilec- . 
lions; we will take for granted the twofold disgiace, 
that you have mentumed^to Madame de Sevigne. 1 
came here to examine into the tiuth of this, and 1 find 
it exactly as you represented it. 'Slbme imagine they 
nre well at courts and are on the potihW becoming like 
ns ; others thmk they are like lis, and are on the ^»oint 
of becoming favouiitcs; and others again are nether 
one thmg nor the other, and ruin themselves courage¬ 
ously by waiting for some decided calamity. 1 will 
relate to yok the pasftculars of the story of tl e Petites- 
^ Matsonsand vtdl prove to you demonstratively, that 





mf 

those'who think they have reason U> {>ity, ought to 
envy you. Believe what I say: we will talk this ove#' 
in Languedoc. 

I have many other things 10 tell you, to make my 
company bearable for a few days. J^epare, therefore, 
to acknowledge that you are Obffged to the king for 
having banished you from^ court, you will be the 
most ungrateful of mOnkj^d. 


LETTER *XU. 


FROM MADAME DE SEVIONB TO THE COUNT BUSSY. 



. Janfi, June J7, le?#. • 

titi m when 

in the humonr m write. 


Be it so, M. le Cbmte^J 
you write to me, or when 
ThU, I think, is rule sufficient fcr condofit so little ^or¬ 
derly w a niiracHit,,if^wc.4ftt' 

main, without jM;)j^pattiGii6fe^l(hi^ 

I envy yoa^H^^ldeasnna you liiS^ In Yiew of' 
Corbh^* pleastffe is depaiting^ fov Ishall 
lose hlriW' I ain very much pir^ved a^l^^ for his inn] 
of mindi it.Yery similar to ll^r own, a|pd Nlkll Bud no* 
thing to console me fpr his atnencor^ He lovos me ex¬ 
actly as I wish fO>.be loved ; in IpUng him, theref^, 1 
lose in a meas^, it^charm bf'my existence. won¬ 
der ^y'wlmt cony^^sion his dfktiuy leads hio^^ 
dist|n6e of two todred leagues Bm h^ittteiN^ 
me consewit to it against 
countf let us continue to write to each^otW* OBd" 
us take courage against our enemies. Think you th|u 
1 am without courage ? I beg my compliments to,yc||) 
ladies. Madame de Grignan sends hers, widi a verj 
j good grace. I am not accustomed to the etdargementn 
her shape, and am as much shocked at it US y^ can be 
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LETTER *XLa. 


MAtAMI OE S^TlOllt TO TBE COUNT X>E OEICMAN f* 

ft. 

1 ^dp<sday SO JttS 0 « 1670 . 

You have written me tlae ^aiiiing letter the 
world. 1 sbonlii iBiTe ooswered St Hach sooner, htsd 1 
not known that you werf^tnwersing your prdMiice. I 
shttoid’likewise have eenjtyoa the music desjred, 
but hare fiet ^ lieeii Iblo to procure it: in the- mean 
time lei me t^ you that 1 lore ypt mo^ afi^tionately* 
Imd if thet is capal|kf^ fflving yok die^^i^factioB 
assure ipe itdoes, you lor be the most contented 
man in tie world. Top must cettainly be so in the 
ki|ehyou on with my danghtcy; it ap- 

s j'Cipr ** ■'W >?*■* **“ ®®* 

thlt^imy oBf dhotber i«^ shp does 

f to her to jNi^hnd'eoui^^ with 
i£|We one riie mmo> or I wilt buni'^ n^ bookii"*]!^ I am 
}idt eery skated I cali^udl^'udTloe, 

and &llqw it| arid my dj^||^ter on her «ij}4 takni oil 
earn of herae^ r 

t have a thousand^fJOinplimeiihl bvognd y^ from M. 
dolg |S}ehefoucau1t % pnd his ; they 
ed a^'^QUr^tlOfUf^ iMame de ta#ayelte| i^^orns 
yjib madgr your ireiiiemiMtiic® ^ #i*do 


f MeoiitlWde Gdgiuufi had been lome tbsie in Praeenee,Vtwlnther 
linhrf Wn dbilged to repair on the i:ing*a servket and madam* de 
Qdi^eMnaSaed at Ptam on aceoant of her bring with child. 

X Fnmrii, dalt* 4 b la lUNdisfoncsnlti avriior of the JViuema. 

4. The prinoade hfairiHsc. 

I Marf MigMie dis b Vwgne, conatess de Is Fiyette. 



Hiiipil Ml 




tny aunt * aikd «bb41» wlio if t«ry fond of 
wife: this 1 Awore yott m no ailkall matter, for if sbo 
were not exbrem^ pndent. he would show his dUace 
witllbat the least reser?e. ^ 

If an opportunity dumld offer of being serrioaable to 
a gapUeman ^ your country, #hose name la t 
beg gou woulranbface it; you eennot giTijme 
agretalie proof of |spur friendship. You promised me 
a canolfrlip for lif brother; you know aH his fmfti^, 
The poor youth particularly attached to mon>h^ 
FonquelJ; he was cotirlclfd of having conyi|red n 
letter to rnadame Fouquet,'%fm her jiusband# wr 
he was condemned ibr firej^ars to tkh galleys, a vely 
emraordmery puniidi^ent iM^Nne is one of the 
best creatures lithig^ and as drlV^lhe galle^f^' as 
fly in the wr. '' f ‘ 

Brancas § expresnes hixhself iatitftedj^& yoO, and 
does not intend to spare you when he mm 

• jt . • w it( Vwh A A t a V a* * 

Sion for |gjpr sernees. 
quit 

giving yOh 

so tendotiy, AdieoJ^lil^ __^ 

with all the afibction of ntjrifeavt. 



* Heniietts de Ceuhiigiw, maiehioiieis 4s b Ti«niM!| tbtcr 
iln'Tniilniijfrii iTiii luiiihm iif iiiiti1smiMl|[ij|ptt|iii(* i* 

f ChxpOmha’ de Qqii||uige«, dibot ^ sbM) of LdVii^ uneli to 

2 fibhobs Pouqact* rapennten^eot of abo 

Bid^naia court ifelfice and ^ ft 

I lhaibt oohmS Braocaa, geattemaaef beeqie'llq^^ 
Atticji; idwowveiMflwbb^Iua grist ab^^ 
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LETTERS OP 


Lirn'ER *XLIIL 

rUOM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DE ROSSV. 

Paris, July 6, 1070. 

I HASTEN to write to you, in onler to efface from your 
mind as speedily rs possible the vexation which my last 
letter occasioned } on. I had no sooner written it, than 
I repented having done so. M. de Corbinelli would 
have prevented my sending it ; but I was not willing 
it should be lost, naughljT as it was; and I thought I 
should not lose you by it, as you did not lose me when 
your oflenee was still greater. We caiin6t destroy kin¬ 
dred : our chains stretch a little sometimes, but they 
never break. I know this by experience, and was 
therefore willing to risk my paclo-t. It is true. In as 
in an ill humour. I\Iy spirit was high, and I could not 
make it bend. I di[)ped my pen in gall, and it com¬ 
posed a fooVisIi bitter letter, for which I beg a thou¬ 
sand pardons. If you had entered my room an hour 
afterwards, 1 should have joined with you in laughing 
at my folly. Now then we are frfends: you would be 
fortunate if we were quits; but, on this score, how 
much more do 1 owe you than I shall ever repay ! M. 
de Corbinelli will tell you how 1 am; notwithstanding 
my grey hairs, he will revive perhaps your old par¬ 
tiality for me. lie loves me truly, and I swear I love 
nobody more than I love him. His mind, his 
his sentiments, please me in the highest degree. 'Hiis 
blessing I owe to you : but for you I should not fiave 
been acquainted with him. You will soon see him: 
you will have pleasure in conversing with him. He 
will inform you of the death of, Madame and 

Henrietta^ daughter of Cliarles I. king of England, and grand- 



"wr 


1!^£. 

Xhat yvitli hier itll ih&^aWy* charms, 

$ure< »f the cottrt, AUij^i ; Ho anunosil) Jet u« 
quarrel and |ddgao esii.li othir no rooic. ha^e been 
a to blame* but who* in thiD world, is peribct ^ 
1 am glad I have appea^<?d you* on my daughter's ac¬ 
count, Ask M« Ooibineili how haudsOme sbe u. Siuiw 
h)th my ItUcr* and he will seoji that if I luHict wounds* 
1 heal them. 


LBirrii^ *\u\\ 

* 

raOM THE COUNT DL ntj»>Y 10 i«AI>AMi D1 s'viGNf^. 

Ciii^nan, Ju* 10,1070* 

I AM very glad* ray charming tOusiH, that you own 
yourstit in the wiong. It is a pjool ol a good hciit, 
a id obliges me to think you lo'rs so than 1 had sup¬ 
posed ^ou wfie Ihe letUr I haie just leteivcd fitira 
you IS as agreeable* as the preceding otu was the le^ 
\cise Your penitence is so ptea^mg, that I give jou 
lea\e to oilend me again, provided ;^ou make me the 
same amende. Tdl me, then* how much y ou arc 4 U* 
drbtedtorae, and hasten yOui paymeuts* tiutwc jnaj 
be quits I assutc you, the death of Midimc h is vciy 
much giieved mt. You know how hignl^ J oictt^Uod 
m her favour. My disgtadb ako drev\ a thou and at** 
tentions from her* i^ch i wiH some da^ leUto to you. 

Jacwltrdf Ihnqr €hp»t, a i ta ««s> iteait ii Tmvr K) 
ikist^ tig iintl he|f cb 4 rtttf, hIi » died m the jpnq^ < 0 ! i To. rh m 
V oluijp capreaieb hiua^lf HcLtl extd htr leutR Uittui il, cootrujr u* 
th< opmoti of all hk coatem} unuic^ tu trar tiLn f) the jntjuduf 
t1 IS [ruKe&i,lierselFeviaecd ou Id b > n*e m Ud tu Ulirw 
that* m diia in^taure^ as in many other , he dvjlayf*! bis sajirrior 
I non ledge as well as Anpmor jmlyfcmrnt ySe <ihdU «ay hjoib on ijjt 
aubj'^rt of htr deaik {Sep t’jc the fir»t of Jum* ^ 

't OL. I. S 
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t&TTCfiS 0^ 


If any tiling is capable of detaching* tbtK»c fiom tli« 
world who an* thi- most stixingly wedded to'it, it is the 
reflections arising from events like the present one. For 
my part, it is a gieat consolation to me under my mis¬ 
fortune, to sec that those who have the power of driving 
others to madness, and who by their rank are out of 
the reach of reprisals, are not hecure from the strokes 
of Providence. 1 am wholly appta<>ed, foi madame de 
Gri^nan's sake; w'hat M. de C^rbincili may tell me 
cannot increase' my allection for her, unless h® were to 
assure me she was at variance with her husband ; for 
then I should love her more than my life. Adieu, my 
charming cousin: we will quanel no mote. Though 
you assure me the ties of kindred stretch a little some¬ 
times but never break, 1 would not have you trust too 
much to them; more happens sometimes m an hour 
than in a year; for my jiart, I love gentleness: like the 
brother of Ainolfe, 1 am all sugar and honey. 

LETTER XLV. 

yaOM ItfABAME BE SEYJGNi TO THE COUNT DE blUGK\N, 

* 

Paris, Wednesila), Aug. 6, i&70« 

Is it not true, that I have given you the prettiest wife 
in the w^orld ? and can any one be more prudent, moie 
regular in her conduct ? Can any one love you more, 
have moic Cliristjan sentiments, long more aidently to 
be with you, or attend more strictly to the du'.io^ of 
her station ? It is ridiculous enough to say all is of 
my own daughter; but 1 admire her as other ) cople 
do, and perhaps more, as I am more an eye-witness of 
her behaviour j and to own the truth to you, whatfever 
good opinion 1 h^d of her as to the principal points, 1 
never thought $be would Itave boon so exact as she ii 



ki ili t!» ||UlMi^ yoi^ bo<||^ doel 

her jofitjce, 4^ }om l^fabes are 

w Much her flae. ‘ * ^ *- 

_lt IS an old nt mm* ^hdi ivheA iha)r perhaps 

ohi$ day or other jpal) ^ iMse aboai my ears, that 
the pubHc is rieither lo^fsh nor spirits Mad* ^ HtU 
gmn has too orachreason 4o he ooniveted vrith ^t, to dtf-* 
pute that point erids me at pfh$^cd» She )phi bedd ian* 
der incoAoeirable distress abont yoar he^th ^ I hearttty , 
rejoice at your recovery* as well for the lore I bear to 
you, as the adectioja I have for her, I beg, if you ex* 
pect any more attacks from yd«r disorder, that you wi^ 
prevail on it to stay, at kbsfc, till your wife U brou^C 
to bed. She is every day making complaints of being 
detained here ; and declares with a very seriops face, 
that It was great ctuelty to separate her fipm yon/ It 
looks as if we had taken pleasure m sending you two 
hundred leagues fiom her. I desiie you wjll in your 
next endeavour to make her easy on thii^ bead, and let 
her know the pleasure you have m ihO thoughts of hci' 
lying>in so agreeably where she is. It was absolutely 
impossible for her to have accompanied yon in the con* 
dition she was m > and notlimg can be better for her 
health* and indeed for her reputation, titan to lie-in 
where the best assistance is to be had* and to rim'^in 
a place where her conduct has bcen''sQ very much did* 
mired. If, after all thi% she will become a giddy crea¬ 
ture and a fool* *it will be a twelvemonth^ at least* be- 
fob be credited ; so good an ppmion has ev^ty 
bo^^f hec pmdionce* 1 call all the Ongnans thM 
here^ wHnesi the truth cf wlut I say. I have ndlr^, 
little joy in it, upon your account; for 1 love you 
sincerely, and am itbarmed to find that the event < 
completely justified your choice. I shalV^dit yO|^ ^ 
luews ; (hat w(n:dd be inftjn^ng my d^ghtei^ 

1 ^ jr^ 



JLETt£IS, 0 » ' 


^?6 

I ottl^ 3t>r*g jfou to be assured that no one can be more 
afiectiojiatfly interebted m^ievery thing that concerna 
you. 


LEtTEU XI.VI. 

rO TlIC FAMT. 

rdUS FifIh}, la, lb 70 . 

VViTEN 1 ni'ife to \«>u '^o iiequoutl), }on nju«*t roint'iu- 
hcr, that it is 0(1 condition, that you do not answer 
niL*. K'clying on this 1 sih.ill jirocctd to tel! you that I 
aja licarid> icjoicid .u the main lionoui-s tliat aie con- 
ftrud on yotj. It ajipeais t(» me, that the comnianddtit 
has less shute in theta than M. dc (hignan haiiseif; and 
I think 1 M.C u partiality for^'^ou tiiat anollier would not 
experience, 

1 find there K m) hribk a correspoiwlenrc kept up be¬ 
tween a certain laily and you, that it would l,c ndieu- 
lons to ia:ive you any news. I ha\e not so much as a 
hope oi‘ anpiaiiitiug you that she loves \ou ; her c\cry 
OCtfoi}, her Whole conduct, with all hei little anxittics 
,and cartiis about you, tell it jda'ii tnongh, i am very 
delicate in the point of fiiendship, and pn tend to Know 
Bomcthin^ about it, and I own to you that I am ptr- 
fectlv satistied with what I see, and coitid m>t wisli it 

V r, 

to be grentt r. Kiyoy tins pleasure to tlie utmost, and 
never be unurateCuL If thcie is any little vacant place 
in your heart, allow ine the plcasvwc of occupying .it; 
foTf i assure you, you hold a very considerable'^e in 
jDoine. 1 do not tell you how much ear«; I take o/'your 
dearhalf? how I w ateh m er hei health, and how h&iridy 
I wisit toe vessel saiVlv unladen in port: if you know* 
what it IS to love, jou will easily judge 6f my feelings. 
Would to tSod your poor >vife was as happy as the little 
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IJevHle ^ ** !ic hisjimi, bi^aj^roug^t ta 1)€<1 of a boy, \f*ba 
JL> if he ih.xe im>nt/liH oW *‘ Alii'' Aaid my 
<Uu^iter jn*i now, “ how vexed am I* httlo Di^viite 
has Uiktn nw uoy trom me : two such nevci cap cpipe’* 
to^otrei m ooo houo€.*' 1 ha\o gma my dius^hter-a 
book for ^ou , ym will hud it idmiiabt^ > it is wnU<‘4a 
by ap muinite inciid ot Pa^Uul ^, luitluna; hot what 
IS pethot oo.iios liom that qmuoi : juay tcad It wab 
ditgiiti m. T h iVt scojfc you likewise some boautiiul airs, 
till I • AO t ih< otht 1 ^lusic. Do not loi>e ytwr >Ciite ; 
pusiMc your fim trnour: in i word, coflUnut to bc( 
OA’abh, " H’o \ou aio sd much Io\cK 


lmt£b; XLvn. 

10 THE SAME. 

PariiPi Pii ^ n, btpt 12, im7o. 

1 10 not uiite w«U A d< sign to establish a ion<'ifw nd- 
ence wn.li yo i, no, I should be t lutious howl (hdr 
that, ku(iVMnj how in iih \ou hate aljfeady upon jouf 
Irnids from madanie de (ingnAH, 1 realty pjty you for 
having such loin:' ktteis to nad: I never^saw any 
thing so impetuous; and I behcit fiom my In ait tint 
you would gladly haie lu.r with yon, lo he deliicred 
from tuem j h> such stunts has her impoituxuty fcdacpd 
you. She has just iciiRd to a corner of the mom, with 
a\t^|itable and a desk betoie her ; not?'thinking M. de 
CoSfenges, or myself, pc^tboimges worthy of approarb- 
nig Jer; she is perfectly eiiiiged at your hAvmg Vint- 
ttn to me : I never i,aw sjch an envious, jealous litth 
creature m njy life. However, 1 defy her, ht her do 
what she will, to mterrupt oui ir endsh^p. You hai e 


• Afonsurar^ico'c, 
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a gwat pait m ihc wie T takf of hci health, and when- 
<.\ci I ilHccI upon the pie tsure \ou will ful in having 
a ii.d a cbih), both tull of life and sprnt, I icdou* 
b’e ijv iftMiUfn-t lo piomn \ jii this qritification. I 
uupe all m IS will go well \\e begin to thinks that 
th.'j j>arrn thulttiil c i< nnly bt a boj Adieu, my" 
dtar, I positively forbid jou to write to me; but I 
'^itieat you to love im. 

''ionsillu or Col lwoe^*. 

Under tke sune cov< r 

You mav Sd^ and do i!> you pltise, sii, but I tannoi 
htlp telling ;you that I iin c\ti<mcl} pleased thu you 
hkr thf in*uidant ut Lvons and his wife + ^ihry aie 
both of them Inghiy delightf d with you. and eveiy- 
niy »ister-in-Uw ^ not excepud, wT«tes as a 
thousand handsome things of >ou. Do not take the 
trouble of answeiing me ; only give me leave, as 1 hap¬ 
pen to be hete while the good folks aie writing to you, 
to assure you, thtre is no one mote deroted to your 
sefvice than mysilf 

Your wife is as handsome as an angel; she lives the 
life of ai) angel; and, it it please Dod, she will be 
brought to bed as fiappily as an angil. Ihis is all I 
bave to say to you at piestijt. As you seem to like my 
sisteroin 1 iw, I wish you would gti hci a good match in 
your province : she is a niece of JVI. de Tellier, and 
filst cousin to M. de l 4 >uvoii». 

e Ph FiDAiioel de CnuUnges, Ofstn of the requests, f? well 
known hi the gay wcnrld ior Ins wit, hntuour, and thf sintjulai taftnt he 
had fora jovial spiig. He was eou'nn ^tima t to M de Sevi&,nt 

•f Monsieur aud raadaiue du G Ba^nob, vhosoelUcst daughter «ss 
n'lnitn to M. 1e Coulaiiges. 

X Madetnolselle du Cud Bagnols, nlio was ahuHaiii nuimed to 
Monsieur du Gu< BsguQls, luteudtmt ef FbtQd<is, htr ova coubuu 
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T.irrXKR XIA'UI* 

TO inn SAJIIC» 


Paiis, Wednr J.j, Nov lO, ifijO. 
in Pl'I'H,ux^ says, tbal li’have such a 
hincy for a ^on, you sboul<i have t kt^n ihe pa'ns to get 
one : I mcist own, I think what she ^ lys \» v(My ju'vt anU 
re.ivonabie. You left a iiltl * girl in oin hcioJs, and a 
little girl we return you. wa'4 I »l>our so favour¬ 

able ’ Yon ma^t know that my daugu tr vind I went 
last Saturday to take a walk in the Arsenal: she felt 
foine slight pains i when wc came home T «,*«; Ibi send¬ 
ing for madame Robinette* but she would by no me »ns 
agree to it. We supp<‘d, and evtiy thuif; vv's well. 
She ate pretty heartdy. The coadiutor f ''nd 1 were for 
giving her cliatnber a little the air of a l}ing-m wo¬ 
man's* but she opposed it, and so iirmly, that wo thought 
her indisposition but a pas^'ng fit of the chohe. At 
last, as Jl was going to sind f)r itobniette, the pagis 
came on stronger, and continued in such a mamier! 
her cries were so violent, so piercing ! that we presently 
found she was in labour. But the wotst of it was, there 
was no midwife. We none of us knew what we did ; 
for my pait, I was perfectly wdd. My daughter ciied 
out for assistance, and for the midwife, and not without 
i^asom poor girl; for we sent in all haste for the one 
tAsjffind Deviile, and she had not been in the room a 
<lua^er of ah hour befoie the event took place. And 
justHt that instant Pecquet came in, who assisted to lay 

* Charlotte d’E&tamptrs Valanpi, raardiloness de Puisieux. > 
ifAjs. B^ptut, AdU6nAr de Munieil, roachutor of Axles* brother 
te Side Gii^tuov 



hO 


LtTTCKS OF 


IjCf, '\yheri all was over Robinette arrivcjJ, and wa* 
qnit€S surpi Ised ; Tor she had been employed i^ setting 
every thing in order about the duchesfli, thinking she 
had,that nii'tiit good at least. Helen"'* * § at firstw'hispered 
ino, ** Madam, it r-, a hoy.’^ I told this to the coadjo- 
lor; but when we ciiuje fo examine a little nearer into 
matters, behold it a a girl! \Vc were a littie discon™ 
certed, and ai:hame<l of unr'u lve-. when we came to re- 
iioet, that we liad beon all.the s-immer making Jfv />c- 
.'lYun^ iVf jy, as hi i'ouUinr say«, aevl liiat 
aik*r all our hopes m r m uioud^ vue/iHe, 

1 assure you this has )owr*rud our i a lillle, a’id no¬ 
thing coinforto us but iiiy daup;htti '> being so pei ftcrly 
well. She iias had nc^ mi IK-fever. The child has been 
eheistentd by the name of Marie-l-lanche +; tbe co¬ 
adjutor standing for monsieur d’jVile'- §, nr.d J for my- 
sidf. Hert 1.'- a detail now wt.'uld be u\y tiresome, 
ii‘ it wore about Induf. rent thinjTs, but we arc fond of 
hearing every little circumstance tiiut relates to tliose 
w'e love. The premier president of Proveuice || came 
hither irorn St. (jermain’s purjiosely to make his.com-- 
pliments on the occasion. J never .saw truer marks of 
friendship. But what i)a^o I yet to tell you.? Dare I 
do it? I flatter tnvf'eif that the knowledge of your 
dear wife being so perfectly well, will in some measure 
comfort vou ; but our amiable duchess de Saint Si- 
inon fl[[ lies so dangerously ill el’ the snndl-pox, that 


* One of inadanie do SiMgiid*s women, 

f See his Co»/erfefi/aM/n'e. ,, 

t The Si'Uiie who svas alt* iv'anl- si nua In the* couvoni of Si. l^arie 
<l*Aix, .aiul diod tli< ro ;u ili- of 6-2.- 

§ Fcuicis Adlii^tnir de i>hnitcll, arclibuhoi) of.\iks, udmr of die 
kk.V’’’ uik’Ip lo M. do GfiiCiUiii, ■ . ' , 

ii Mih.sit’ur de ftnbliv u't \ }>» de. * 

Diana Ueiirieita de dl!ehc^s of St. Sin.ou, 
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hei life IS deapairsed of. Adieu, my d< ar fi k nd; 1 
your poor boart to maUo soruethuig out of all these de¬ 
ferent bontimcnis Yon kuow mine tv itli i< l. ird to j (?v4« 
self long sime. Malicious folks will hist it, lint 
Blanche d^Adhewiai is i|ot likely to be the grcalc«t 
beauty m the world j and tin* same people add? thjit 
she veiy much lesemblas It that be the case, 

you will hardly doubt of my loi ing hei dtaily. < 

LETTER XLIX. 

TO liUE* SlME. ' 

% 

I’ll , NtH 31, 16''0 

have a letter fiom voui dear wile. It is mfre 

1 

lolly thtrefoie to give mvsclf the tiouble ol vviitiiig to 
><ju' but it IS only to id you know, that the duchess 
de St Simon is out ol d mger ihe d V I "i (oyou* 
slu had ieee.ivvd all ih •* ‘ciaments, and it was not ( v- 
pccUdthi* she’eould live two dtys. jSiOW you uiay^, 
Without iiitci option, tnioy i i the pU asuit the know¬ 
ledge of mv daii^htei*s |,oott he dtli n alFgid you. blie 
hxsjust uciived a piece of nev\s which is very agrt>e- 
abletohci Silt buitvtd young Xoiimoutierwould 
be blind. SIk had m d ni inv C iinsti in and moral ic- 
ile(lions upon the oc ion, and felt til the [nty nid 
conrcin a) d ploraldt in iceuknt could ext ttr, whin, 
alhol t^ud Un, '' ic iiCvWvd a mejsi<ia*,6, acquontiiig her 
thjiJiecouid <ec perltctly welt, and thathn pooi * yev, 
wliiA had bitn m t manna wa lit 1 out ol In* In i(M>y 
a tidHtnt dcduxion, had \ii\ hi lily ucovdtd tluii 
plates agai i i il n >^hir» >• h d K n tin m ctei. l*pon 
this she d'siif . t j knov wlnt she i^, to do with hei le- 

Aadirny Ffa m dp U TreiuoilU, duke de Noi naouti r. 

r H 
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0OcttO!l»; and complains that they hate brotcn ia npon 
her chain of thoughts; and* that^it shows very little 
consuleration to come with such news to her before the 
nine days are up: in short, we havelangheclso heartily 
at this oddity, that we were afraid she wouVd have made 
herself ill with it. 

Monsieui' le OrSnd and marshal Bellefond are to 
have a race next Monday in the wood of Boulogne, 
with horses that outanp the wind. The bet is no less 
tlian three thousand pistoles. 

LETTER L. 

TO TUB SAME. 

Pam, FnJjy, Nov, es, 1C70. 

Let us hear no more, T heset'ch jou, of this wife of 
yoars; wc love her beyond all bounds of reason. She 
is very well, and I now Wiite to yon wholly on iny own 
account. 1 want to talk to you about monsieur de Mar- 
seille*, to beg you, by all the confidc4[ic( you have m 
me, to follow my advice in your conduct respecting 
him. I know the manners of the Provincials, and the 
pleasure they take in fom< tiling diviMons, insomuch 
that if wc are not continually upon our guaid against 
the discourse of these geiitrj', we are Jtisen'>ibly let! 
away by their sentiments, which aie often very false 
and unjust, t can assure you that time, or other vi v- 
sotis, have made a great alteration in monsieur 
seilie’s temper; for some days he has bf'cn extr<mcly 
mild; and, provided you do not treat him as» an enemy, 
you will not iii^d him one* Let us take him at his 

* Toussalnt dt* rhibin Jamon, hikhop of Marseille, aftenvards 
^diop and cQottt of Boaavais, cardtnsl, and grand slmoner of Frt^e. 
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wo^, till Wf^^di«;over ,t^)at he. does something to coti-* 
tradict itj nothing is so capable of .overturning a good : 
intention as to show.a distrust of it; to be s^sp^Qted 
for an enemy, is often sufficient to make a perS^n^ be¬ 
come one; every thing i$ then at an end* and thefe are 
no longer any measures to keep. Whereas confidence 
prompts to good actions;, we ate agreeably afi’ccted 
with the good opinion of others,and cannot readfiy bring 
ourselves to forfeit it. In God’s name, open your hedrt, 
and you will perhaps be surprised by a beliaviour that 
you at present little expect. 1 never can think this 
.man conceals any r^mcour in his heart, under so ma^|^ ' 
professions of friendship as he has made us, and o'f < 
which we had better be the dupes, than entertain false | 
or injurious suspicions. Follojv my advice; it is not^ 
mine only; several very able heads recommend this 
conduct to you, ami give you assurances that you will 
not be deceived. Your family is persuaded of it. W© 
see better into these things than you; so many i^rsonE 
who love you, and have just pretensions to good sfosa 
and discernment* can scarcely be mistaken. 

I'wrote yoo the pother day, that the premier presi¬ 
dent of Provence had come purposely, on hj^ring of 
your n ife^s being brought to bed, to^make her his cum- 
plitnents. Nothing can be more obliging, or«how a 
greater interest in your concerns. We have seen him 
ag^in to-day, and he spoke to n.s in the most frank and 
Und manner p;jssib.le, about the alTair' you- have pro* 
the assembly (of the states of Provence). H« 
toi^u^ that you had ortlers sent you to call them to-, 
gether, and be had wi itten to you. In communicate 
his advice on the occasion; advice which we all thought 
very good. As wc can only know men at,first by iheit 
^wdrds, We sh ju‘d always believe them till they contra¬ 
dict theif words by their actiona; we find sometimVa 
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thit tlio^r n'i>^ far enemies iitf not bo, end 
••viL Aie ihfii lu nril\ a I aiiud ot hc\M)^q been mistakei* 
|lt i-s'.unicR'll to l)t »caclv *0 bite wheit ue hart ua- 
\oii loi hatu i Atlif 11 dear count, I h ive tru*h ou 
B»y snU, w 4 ii(h inak'^s me so mipoitunau 

JMcidune dc Coulau^fs ivritis im wjid, tint }ou 
lovoim ihou^b ti IS no lit’is to in(, \ 1 1 T ought to 
be Jilt (I lint join ij ind hij) ioi in tin ifsist ib- 
stiicc uid tiu cliaiui <1 i*io em(j and so rc^Jy to 
shov% list It on till o Cl I m 

I lu utd^ think 50 U for voui kindmss to I 

bv*i ri.ifi\cd I d rniiu ii u Jso e eoinplnncnts on 
ilu 01 c ision Ihi Uiiiq has hid cnnpi ion on him, 
lu IS n>iuiia;ci in the ^xallc^s f iiut t u js jus 
and liio tomfoilably m Maisn is cinnol lot* 

much af plaud his piaitdy for this \< ol odntss tin 1 
justic* • 

IX'niR IJ 

JO H‘I SA’^'^L. 

Pips, W I , T) < J < I. 

\i \s ’ is it (hen my lot to atqu imt 1011 ih the death 
ol tin diuluss ot St bmion, of the sm'^ll-poy, aftti 
t )ivn, nn »“ ri^nlfi n day > m i sti^t sonutini s iKc^ei- 
in solid lu s hoi cleijS? She oud jcs id \ \ d has 
Ull t'd^-bod} mthoguali 1 lihictKiibn ilu h s rj 
so amnblc 1 uoman 101 m\b<lb I m ifleclMl bjt 
to the )u»t dt,uf. \ou know the jictt Hoard | al¬ 
ways Ind foi hti , it \ou Ind the same, thi men¬ 
thol v news niuot tiooblc yon. 

* k d f ou^anjris mss at ui i tm e at I; 1 » 
t* S(c Letter XLII. 
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FatherBodidkloue prtarhts iin U ll e 1 uillei cs. 
We weJe much mistaktn i« tUutUiiig*th?t he would n it 
in iki, a figuro out ol his tfrum<) couit, Ul suipassts m»- 
hiiitcly all \vc have lieaiU oi hnii 

A[licu> niy dealest tount, join brothci has pre uhed 
latclv* and has met with j^cneni and unfeigiud ap- 
piubitjom 


U I Ti U LII, 


ro riJK s\Mi. 

P IS, V ’ 1 , u"^V, 

Mvdxml nr Coii \n( is hi» told niL seiti il time-.,that 
M>u lo\i im met Illy, tint v<u talk ol nu, tint ^ ou 
V h me vvi*') \ oi As I made llu imt advaneis lo- 
^laids ibis fill ndsliip, and woot d \ou ihe lust, 3 »u may 
how ln|>p\ 1 am to Imd that jou u.turn tlic par¬ 
ti vlity I Inn so long ha I hn ^ou All tint you wiite 
11 \cin dau^lun is adniirihle, and I h id no d »uht th\t 
th( g) d health of tin moih( 1 wo Id comfoit \ou hr 
\our < l'•lppolntm€ntl 1 he jo\ I sh old h**i had in 
aiiju4 iituig you with the hiuli of a son, wc dd hate 
been too giext, it would hue,bun lio\»tnngtoominy 
hit >sjn_,s at once, and the pha^uie I niu»iib,tak in 
bung the messtn^ei ol good news, woi Itl inivc betn 
e nntd to c\ues, I shdl oim be m th uu eon u- 
\tioti 'vou faia nn m last 3 ir I mn t lo\( i e*v- 
to send 103 daigbtm to 3^011 it tli s mUen*,! t 
s?1tson ol fch(&3fcai Ho loo^ h*lit is to least a good 
n^thn, >»ith whom 3^011 i»ai c ni 'sho i» \ery well sa- 
t ahed, to lun aftt r a nnn at the i iithest end ol Fr met t 
Igiv« you my woid, no iiuj tan be more mdecorouv 
thfUi'iNich bchaviom 1 elp lH,hcvo 30U we‘re gr<atl3»^ 
OOncciuel at the duitlj ol the amiable duchess. Xwa$ 
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SO abided myself, that J stood in need of comfori 
while 1 w*!*) uiiting lo you about it 

My dau^liki cksir^^s in<* to aciju^tnt you wvith Uie 
maniage of inuii'iieur deJSevers*^ that nioiiiiieui de 
Nevirs, who vas so dilhcult to be oaoght, who u-^cd 
to sli|j so u f x|M.cLecily tliiough tht hands ol the fair, 
IS at length goin^ to wtd And wlioro think you ^ 
N-ot mademoiselle d*liuudancouik run yet niadtmoisello 
de (jiancei, but the \ounj[, the handsome, the modest 
tnademoiselle dt I hiangesf, w ho ts bi ought ujj at the 
Abba>e au^ Bois Mad ime dt ^ ontospuit has the 
w^diug soltni ts(d at her house iijivt bundav , she 
as mutiui on the oti \s on, arul leieiees the ho¬ 
nours as such Ihe king re^K red nu risitur dt Nt veis 
to all hiS posts, so that this befit, though s c does not 
bring him a penny ot i< rtutie, will h wot h moie to 
him than ihe richest hen ess in lianit jMadanie de 
Moiitespan does wondcis m every thing 

1 forbid )ou to wr tc to me . wiitt to m\ d 
and leave me to the rKsedom of writing to you, with¬ 
out embarking ;^ou in a tram of answeis, which would 
rob me of the ptcasuie 1 ha\e in acquainting you with 
every little trifle. Continue to lose me, my diai count; 

I dispense with your honouimg roy motherly dignity, 
but you must love me , and as^uie yourself that theie 
IS not a place m the vioiid wbete you are so dearly be¬ 
loved as you ire litre. 

Do not fall wilting to madame de Bii^sac §. Isaw^ 

* FK !ip Julnn Ma?aniu IVtaintni, dulse of Nevers, s 

f TfuDa Gal ntl de (Iun_h tr cf Clatdf bconor, menjuts^dc 

ThiAngrs, end Gabriel dc Ruciiechuuart Morteuui, sister ie madanHi 
dp Montespan. 

^ riven miaireM to Lems XIV 

$ Gal r die Louisi de St biinon, diicln ss de Bnasai, daughter Of 
CLoti, dul(« dc St, SuiXtoni sod of Pi»m Henneita de JBudos, 
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her to-day: »hc is ia a great deal of aflliction. Slrt 
mentioned the concern bhe imagine i you would he in 
at healing of her mother*^ death. 

Monsieur de Fotx ts sometimes at death's door; some* 
times a Uttle better; 1 would not answer for the lives of 
thoserthat have the firoal!-pov this year. 

A young son of the landgrave of Hesse has just died 
here of a fever, for want of being bled. U w lady mother 
charged him, when she went away, not to sutler himself 
to be bled by any one at Pai is. lie would not be bled ; 
and so he died. 

>loirmoutier U irrecoveiably bhnd; madameb de 
Origfiaii's old retlecUons may now come into pla^^ 
again. The court is here, and the king is so hemtily 
tired of it, that he intends going to Versailles three or 
four times at least ei*ery week. 

I'he mareshal de la Fcite says the most unaccount¬ 
able things * The other day he presented the count do 
St. Paul and k pi tit bon f to his wife, as two young 
persons very piopef to be introduced to the ladles. He 
made the count dc St. Piui some reproaches for having 
been so long without coming to see him. Iho count 
made answet, that he had been several times at his 
house, and that he supposed his servants had not ac¬ 
quainted him with it^ 

LETTEK XJIL 

TD M. DE cot?LANGES. 

Pans, Mondiy, Dec. 15, 167#, 

W 

I AM going to tell you a thing ihe most astomsliing, tlm 
most suiprising, the moi>t inaivel.ous, the most miraca** 

* Afterjrards duke de Longitevdle. 
t A name given to the coant de Fiesque, 
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lous, the moit mififn i mu, Ihc most toiiioorMlui^, the 
luusturilH ml o<, tl l most sint;u)<ir, li t most cxtuoidi- 
HAij, tb^ 1 ) '.t iriLUditih, the uioit uiiiousttn, the 
gri the leasf, tiu tartsi, tlu most eommoii, tl»(» 
most ]mi)hc, the most ]>iivaU till to-Ua^, th< most hirii- 
i mt, lh< most tiiviahh , in shoit, d thmjj; of v\!ieh 
thin lb but ono i\.impU in past a/os, ai d tint not ?i 
t* \ tone mii’ui, i th*n„ tint vit <. uiui t Iwlitn it 
P\n-', hos\ tlini \nli it n cmlit at T\on&^ 'i tin g 
ssliidi unkc''n )\ b^ !v ti\, “ lord ban mtu> dp< n 
Us 1^^ . III!'. wliK h cm still fua*t**t los to in idame 
tk |Vlian and inulun di II n <njci '’a tl m , in fine, 

1 ihi h IS It) iianj III on ^undss lu^t, ia hi n tl o'^c viho 
aif pn sent sv ill doubt the cMiltncc <1 tit i s nc , a 
thm^ \chicli, tboitgh n is to b <li i c < n ISn ( \, }< t pci- 
In] ‘ \\ il Ic n t li' bed in ^:o)u^ i\ 1 c i ♦ bi 
mjstlt to t< II It nm jL,u('"twIi t «t - lui't sc tl 
time s to do it 111 M b't n t i ooid *o <*ii< w •+ i c'l ^ 
Well then, I find I n nst uII s< i Monsiu* |^ 1 i 
2un* lb to be maiiKil o*.\i ‘'und is at the I< me to 
———, pia\ guen to SMK ni 1 £;n ' you toiii tunes to 
do It in, I givi sou si\ J " i\t. jou a * nd'id Nass 
niadiim dcCoulanj^cs, ‘ll isr# !b\ sciv i hk i/> iks-. 
jicihips it IS niadamc dc laVnlleic^' indeed, ondarii. 
It In j,o' It IS nit'ik 1 (111 <le Ret/' *licii ’ !Nc», 

1101 i‘bentiib< 1 ;\ou aiL extnn eh piosiiu tb * loid 
bh s n sa} }ou, stupid 'wreftbes \ i aic * it 

IS pi \mnsiii de Collcii all tlie \^bile.” h.y, nowj 
yon aie. s'lll fnthei fiom ♦!< mark. ** Why tffeif^^ 
must t< tinh b* jinittino elle do Crecjuv You 
hast It not Stt. Well 1 lind 1 must tel) ^ou at 1 li'. 
Ilo ij to bv nwiJiul m\t ‘'undi}, pt the jLouTic, with 


* Isoa lijp lb CAvm.ont, fluarnub ueTui uilh(»)» afteJ- 

thike tk Lauun. 



4 m\oa’«(b hixio'nt, 4 so 

the kino »Ica/r, tn mu'lcmotstllc, nio -oik C —- 
mailtuloiM lie—gutss, piaj" Ijitt uanu . hi •'» to 

iiiiititd to nutlcniomciie, i^K’Xtn K’d mj'tdic ; in i- 
(knioi-itiio, ilau£"h't r to the hue JMuj' m j , umilemoi 
sclic, gT incUd^iu «hm ol Hi nry the I\ Mu, \A i li umw-t lU 
d’l u, iiiddciiioisi Ht lie Doaibrs md<l4.ii»ois<,Uc<h* 

}>ti ■'iti, in idemojiclU dH>]!ca»t'i niaih* llo 

Iviuji’s rous»m-g Tiinn, inaUtfim im ih-tiiiul to the 
throiie> madcim %(ik% the. tul, ii>t cn itt lioncc thAt 

f 

was woiiiiy oi n<«iou» l at ^'lo/ matt i tor * 

tuk* rt \ o t shou’ii ht t loiNi in w a U dl u t> ' i' wc 

• 

ln>« to 1 ^ u a h ill it it 1 1 ( i., that we ati 
a jist 1 1 you, kI ihat i putty jvst it js vutliout v\’t 
iuunt* 11, in sf nt, A \ou huu n ue-mll tbiiik ^<< t 
tjuile 111 iht. foi wc have uont junt iho ftiiue 

things ouisi I\es. I auweib \ou will hud the letteis 
; >a K^eut tin posf wnt^aci we tell ^oa truth ot not. 

f 

Li.nrii 'Tiv. 

irOM M VDIMI DT SlVli, X i ) Itll l ol N 1 Of tU sIT, 

I’ ns, Pcimher i i, i6?o. 

M. nr> Pii IP i\n is heie, to whom I hive ^{loKeri of you 
W] I plca^nic and })a>a. 1 do n< t tell \oj in w inu< ii I 
am v\td it thi tlimjje m ;yout luiluiu, it would he 
llo ti * 1 tot ai 1 nowkdgi mciit'-. 1 nn m dispaii 
|\(in 1 >te |)Ci ph happv. liiis is not a\iiy iiohle 
t* bit how whin on a nids an m j jn em 

out suppoit ihunditstn Kiol l>! s jii ot n i ? 1 ihaiik 

yoii fti ^oniioi ,1 itui 1 I-* on tr sifedti eiyofniy 

dm hlci , if u tiio much toi fn n iii’> th id *f L 
am u 1 \ gill \oa ainmc ^<m Mt wjl»j wi i noble ami 


i Oaa*l& of r> unci, tlcikc i ‘ <^»if its, I lol 'Vi Lcsis XlU, 
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ancient chivalry it is a cifcum‘>tajFice thdit givt^ tnn 
ical.plea«;ure. The letter yoa hive clone me the honoar 
ter write, by way of dediicaticMv to om f'ciieah)gy, h 
‘? eiy flattenng and very oUlging. I must be 
thii i>, wholly free from vanity, to be )n<censible to ’*uch 
. wtll-scai-oBed piai!»e. It is^bo delicate, and ao luipp ly 
tuined, that, w'\tho«t care, it woald Lm* nj'posaible 
not to gi\te way to (he ticiictoa<( feelings it exctti^, and 
to believe, however ei.al.'gelat^d^, that it is not in bome 
degi’ec jo»t. You ought alw'ayb, ii)\ dear coubin, to 
have: been ihub blind} for I ha'^e constuiitiy loved you, 
an^ have not er deserve d your hatred Lt’ < ^ say no 
ttfyiQ on the subject: you huve made amuids (ot the 
. past, and in 50 handsome and natural a way, that 1 ant 
now very willing to hold myself your debto). Adieu, 
count: it IS a great pity fate should have separated us. 
,We are calculated to inhabit the same city } it seems 
tomt>, as if we understood each other at half a woid. 
I do iu>t epjoy myself without you, and if 1 eve r laugh, 
it is only a foiced laughr M. de Pompone appears to 
Jtne very nuKh interested for you* 1 wish, as mare* 
chal de Gr^mmont says that I could put what is in 
his iieaet, into the head of another person whom 1 
Inmld name. 


JLETTER LV. 

moM THa sAifia to v. na cotL\no£s. 

^ Psrh, FrUhy, the* 1!}, * 

WbAT is called falling from the clouds, happened last 
night at the Xnillent's ; but 1 must go iarther badk. 1 
You have already shared m the joy, the transport, the 
eisiasies, of the princess aud her happy Ipvdi. it vies 
SA i told you, the ^^r was maehs public cm Mon*. - 





Aiy, Tttesddiy iwas passed m tdkmCf, a ipni^hmentt 
and compiiAlaiits* Wcducffday »na<Jemoi*?elle made X 
deed of gift to monsieur dc Lau/un, imcsting him wtth 
cel tain title*!, names, and dignities, necf'^'^ary to belli- 
serted m the niainage-contiact, which w^is diliwn up 
that d-ij She g*v\t him then, fill slie could give htm 
botntijiing better, foui duchies; the ^ist w lo tliat of 
f ount d'£u, which entitles bun to ratik as firi>t peer of 
fiance; the dukedom ot Montpensioi, v\mch title'her 
bore-all that day; the dukedom ch SdintTv^au; and 
die dukedom de Chitrllci«iuU* the whole tailed at 
twenty-two milhoi** oj livres. Hie cont»act wis 
diawn up, and he took the name of MontpensiSSs 
Thursday moining, which was ycstfiiday, mudemoi- 
seUe was m expecutkm oi the king^ tignuig the con¬ 
tract, as he had said he would do; but, about seven 
o*clock 111 the evening, the queen, monsieur, and se¬ 
veral old'dotaids that were about him, had bO peisua4e<l 
his majesty that his reputatkm would suSer m this 
aftaii, that, sending for madciheiselte and monsieur da 
Lauzun, he announced to thefib befote the pi nice, thajk 
he forbad thtm to think any farMier of thb marriage* 
Monbieui de Lauauu icceived the prohHntion with aH^ 
the respect, siihinis*<ton, firmness, and, at the same tifiKV 
despaii, that could be c\perted in so gic'it a leverse nt 
foitune. Ai for niademeisellc, she gait a loose to her. 
feehngs and boi»t into teais, cues, lamentations, and 
\h< most violent ex|>rei>3ion3 of grief j she ki eps her 
If/i mldiy long, and takes nutlmig within hci lips but 
a lUtle biuth* 1\liat a ftnt dicao^ is heie' what a gW 
ndus subject for a ti igtdv, or romance, but >spcct«{1^ 
talking and reasoning cteriiilly* llns is wtiat we dw 
(hj ind night, morning and evening, wiffiout end, and 
witliout intei mission, we bo(>c ypu do the same, Bjrm 
ta^o pi bactp U snonr . and with this I kiSi youi 
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LL'rrjij,B Lvr 

TO riJh 

1 , V I Rtt. 34 , If , 0 

a»e ntiiv\ pcJlfutU <<qaiint *1 Mith the lomauli^ 
jjtorj-*of mad< nio)')( lie anJ oi' a i‘'icui dt i.aua’iui, Ji 
IS a story HtU ad ipkii f(>i a ti^^^cdy, md in all the 
lulrs ot tlK'lhtanej \\r I nd uut thi IS 1 ‘•rtius 
th%iotbei day. \\c UioIn tout d'y*. iristcad or h u' luti 
nly Ijours \)id tin pitu u is tonipku, ^l€^w was 
VUcU a Uran^e seta ii< so shoit a tiino ; n(.voi iias iimio 
hnouo tial an r motion. Ydu ceilainl} 

CLi\rd ^o t NttaoitUnai} a piece of intelligence beiore* 
M« do I atuun behaved acimnaLly , he suppoUed ins 
hnisfoit «ne uiih 'loch couiage and iiitiepiditv* and at 
the same time showed so deep a soiiovi, mi\cd wiili 
such profutind Mipect, that bo h<i> gamed the aduina- 
tion ol eveiy body. Ills loss is d«ubllc'\ gieat« but 
tUcu tlic krng’b iaiom, which hd has by tins j[nean>pic> 
seivtd, IS liKewlse gieat; so tiiat, upon the whole, his 
coMdiltoii does uot seem so tciy dcploiable, l^ladtnioi- 
^Ue too has Uhnird cvtiemely w.,11 on her side. She 
has wcpl ftiueh and bitteily; but ye&uida>, foi the 
tusl tiint, slit n luiiit J to jiay hei dut} at tliu Lou\ie, 
4 fin buing iecei\(d the Msits oi cverj one there; sd 
|h« allan i. all ov<,r^ Adicq. 



^ XHs pinunL 




LETTER LVlf. 

ro IHB S^ML. 

VeAMf W*diKa<*a}, Dec* d1} 16?0« 

I iiwc rectived youi answeis to my k’ttcrV I can 
ca«it\ Lonoifirc the astontsbmmt you >^ere in at what^ 
pasttcil bilw^en the 15th and 20th of this month ; the 
subjectcilltd for it tdl. I admue hkewise your pene- 
liatjon in 1 |ud^(meiit, in nmgining so gr^ at*a mat hine 
could j)t\ei hoppoit iNcif.fiom Monday tp Sunday. 
Modcstj pic\f’Us. my. launching out in yotn praise^ 
this h( ad, ht t luse I said and thought e\ w tly as you duC* 
1 told in) dan htci on Monday, ** Ihia wdl uex^r goon 
as it siioiiid do till Sunday; twill wagr i, notmthstanding 
tins WFtadding stMus to bi ^ure, thit it will ncrer come 
to a < ouclusion.^* In eOcet the skj was ovcicvmI 
rhut- 1a\ moimng, and about ten o\lock, /is I told yon^ 
the clouii buist. I'hat irery day 1 went about iimo m 
tlie morning to pay my icspccts to m idemmselle, hav- 
injr been infoimcd th it she was to go oUt of town to be 
mnnicd, and that toe coadjutoi of Rhiims * waatofiar- 
form the mcMiionyc These were the resolvca on Wed¬ 
nesday nijiht, but matters had been deieimined other¬ 
wise at the i.ouvie evei since Tuesday MademotseUe 
was winmg; she nude me place myself on my knees 
at her bed-side, she told me to whom she was writing, 
^*Ki upon what subject, and also pf the fine presents she 
h ‘J n>adi‘ the night before, and the titles she'‘had 
confbiu 1, and as there was np roitch m any ot t]m 
cdurts <d l.uiope tor hei, she was lesolycd, she ^ 
provide foi heiseil. She related to me, word ^wp|d. 


* Chalks Maurice Ic TeiUn 
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aconvemUoaibe had had vvith the Jcuig» and a|>{)ea4v 
ed overcome vvitb jo).* to think bow happy ahe ehontd 
ndiaka d man of menr. She piintj|p|ie4» with a grestf 
dtal of (endeincisS;, the worth and gratitude oi M. de 
liaxi/uu To 9 II which I made her ihi6 itivwer : ** Upon 
my wotd« sncidemOistUe, youi highness seems quite 
happy I but why w as not thi^ ailair finished at once 
last Monday ? Xlti not yoa perceive that the delay 
Will give lime and opportunity to the whole kingdom to 
talk, and that U is absoluiLly tempting God, and the 
king, to piotrqct in nfidir of so cxtraoidinary a nature 
as tins is to m:i distant a period^’' She allowed me to 
l^iyi the light, but ^as BO 'sure of success, th it what 1 
^said made litth or no impiesston on hei at the time 
8he rcp( atid the many amiable quahtub of monsiqnr de 
I atislun, and the jiobU house he was descended froinu 
To which I replied m these linc& of CYincille's Po¬ 
ly euetes 

Da ttkOins on nc ta {eat bUuner <rua nuiiu us choix, 

Polreuetr a da num, ft sort du Sting dis it. is 

Her choiec of hun no one c»n sullely blame, 

Wbo apni^ from kiii]g$, and boasts a nd>le iweat 

Upon which she embraced me tenderly. Our conver- 
liation lasted above aii hqur It is impossible lo repeat 
all that passed between us, but 1 may without Tamty 
ga\, thit my company was agreeable to her, for 
her Ik art w is so full, that she was glad of any onr 
to uubuithen it to At ten o’clock she dev oted luL:itime 
totlie nobiht\, who ciowdtd to pay then comphindnts 
to her. She w aiud lU the niotinng for news from court, 
but none came. All tiie afuinoon she amused herself 
With putting M. de Mont-prribier’s apaitment in oidtr, 
which she drd tyith her ouu hands. You know what 
happened ^ night. The nest mot rung, wlueh was Fri- 



tiAiaipm aft llinwnl* fl 

lVaif«d «poii luld fotiad her in h^; hftt 
grief IwbebhMl at fleeing ntej she called me to hef^ 
embraced and whetm^ me with hefl tears. ** Ah 
said flbe, you revneui&er whftiyon said to me yeSter* 
day. \Vlut fbredght! what craei foresight Dti short 
she made me weep> tn See her weep so Tioleittly. 1 
have seen hei twice since ^ she still cotitimtefl m greftt 
aflfltcttoti» bui behaves to me at to a person that sympw^ 
ihised with her m her distress; in which she knot mtio 
taken, for I really feel sentiments for her thet ftre std- 
dom folt foe j)ersons of such superior rank. This how¬ 
ever between os two and nfodatne de Coulattges; for 
y<m are sensible that this ch^-<hat would appear ridt* 
eutous to others. 


IXITLR LVUI. 

TO MONSIEUR X»E CiRtUNAN. 

Pans, Frtiky^ jran. >^ 71 * 

At^vs! the poor dear child is «»tdi with "me, for it wav 

utterly impossible for hei, do what she would, to have 

set out the 10th of this month, as she ail along hoped 

and intended to do. The rains have been, and are sUll. 

♦* * 

so voiy violent, that ,it would have been downright 
V folly to have attempted it. The rivLVs aie ovenHowed; 
the roads are all under wattr; and the carriage>trackfl 
tovered, that she would have rtul the risque oi bemg 
overtJT^d m every ford, in short, things are m sdeh 
^ a state that madamc^de Rochefort, who js at her cona-^ 
try-seat, and is absolutely wild to be m Pans, where 
she ifl expected with tlie greatest impatience by hef 
husband and'mother, -does not dare to venture till th« 
roadj are a little^fer. Indted the winter is perfectly 
dreadful. We havetmt bad an houi's firost> batothdre 



hat's b 0 €tv tk com’uual dtJuge ot rain day. Nut 
o hoat cam pa^'t utHlci «itiy of Ut«^ budget; 4lie arches cC 
♦h^ Pif>nt Ncuf tiro n a itiaijiici cfrwked up;. ||i shorr# 
itis «uri)ti}>ii g more ihan common. I onti to yov>j that 
sox mg the Staton so \ j»itlcm(ntv 1 warmly oppofed 
lit I setting o\^t, I w«» 111 oot stop hf r, fot the cold, the 
Jilt, or the fatigues of iiic jouincy , bat imlhmky 1 
would nut have her (!iovtn>.d. YtU stiong a& the rea¬ 
sons aie hrr her stay, noihuig coi Id have ptcvaikd 
on her bad not ihc (oadjntoi, wlm is to go with her, 
been engaged to perform the mattiagu cucit.e ny of hU 
cOiisia d’llaitoinl *, tv Inch is to b< solenuii^ed at the 
ZAXuie ; inoni»teui de Lconnt to stand proxy. The 
bhtg has spoken to the ct uliutor upon this ^ubJect; but 
the aiUn has hvenput off day after dav, and may not 
b** fmr^'btU *lus wetk Mv poor rlaughtci is in sucih c\- 
tisme ipvpalirnce to be gom, that the time she non 
passee nrftli ns cannot he called living; and if the coad* 

jutoi dees disenga’c* hnnsiclf from tins same wed¬ 
ding* I thitik 1 si-i' fan to commit an act of folly, 
by hottmgottt without him It would he we extraordi¬ 
nary togohy herw?1f, and so fagppy on the contts<H to 
have a brothct^in-r-lftw to accompanv her, that I shall 
do^aJl in my power to prevent then svparation. In the 
mean time, the vvalcrs may be a httle drained oft, T^ut 
t can assUiC \ on rbat t Jhavr no sort of jiUsasnre in bear 
^ ^mpaiiy. I knt^iw she must Wave n** J uH that passes 
How IS mere C( lemony and pieparanun ; we make rj 
]pnittcs, wc take no auiu^tmenf, our hearts .iMwjUeavy, 
jind we ta k of iiothnig but rams, bad load*, and dread¬ 
ful slotitcof Jit isuiis who b'vc lobt their lives tu at- 
tempting to p«ivs them. In a word, though 1 love het 

^ Maiy Auji’ie i tlmwoiof LoiinjiM’, inaioul th« ItKxutry 
ttip, lo Nb^Ao itli'ans Jt; (iuLe cd CadiMnd i>v 








,- .. -JlitliJ**#.iiPS w> i ^ ' t, Wfc.a|fia||ii*^ 

jmnr 4]r 4R«iirja^M ^ iilt'M.)(|iHtn4)>> 

3^’If 

ta.sQ^ la^t tm tmf^ fliBAi.&i^ jUff, 
yet vKH jw bi to kt %iiili^ 

^ Wt imp. 

v«(«jUoii$ wllb whii^ Ul^ k ^ Hiy 


deamtt comity wil^ the length ol my 

lettm; bht I better myself^u hnom whiteottm 


tmBit m* 

/ 
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nteut uJOumt nn Tot thE count n& yni«ir. 

* ^ ♦ 

<■ ^ . Jfarii, Jmimy aJji »6n. 

OncIr X very ma«^* Eiyreto yo«r oj* 

iNrifibg alble IMit^ of oor minUjr^ To yiWi I w|ih' 
the conttiitlMiooo^ 3fOm’|»hUo«0flhy# ^ 
continoance of ymfr ^eii4sh1^ tho^liWEmv^SEmmt 
destroyed, lit us d'd what Wo i$'^i goo^sor^ 

End IS rooted m o^r bot«^. \ i/i^ datfghte)’ sands yoh a 
tbousaiui She is goiiij^tn* 

Sthot hateful PtoTenciL^ I jiiconipoMW ^ 
^itoo. 1 embrace 






LTHTER LX. 

P 

at 10 9IM>^'VIC DL OftIGHAV. 

Pjliw, Friday, I < b 6,16?). 

i^Tv atflfliciioii vroulU be light inHcid if 1 t%ere capable 
of giviug you a clei^Lrtptiou ol it. I shall not therefore 
attempt U. 1 iieatch every \%hcre in vain for my dear 
child; 1 see her not' and every step she takus carries 
h^rsUU iaithei frenm me!, 1 letanietfto bamt Maiy'a 
half dead, weeping all the way; I thought my very heait 
c^aud soul had been torn horn me* Oood God ' hove* 
cruel a separation is this! I begged to i>e alone; they 
led me into madame Housset’s apaiimeiit, where they 
made able. A»ms staid mih me, botviithout speak* 
ing a won!, for that was our agn emeiit. J passed five 
whole hours iii this manner, wiiliout ceasing to higli 
or sob: «\eiy tliuught bi*ut\ght death with it. I wrote 
to M. de Gngiian, you may easily guess m what style. 
Then 1 went to madame de ).i Fayette's, who lemwed 
my ftOirows bv the inteiest she took in them. Mie 
was alone, indisposed, and in aithdion for ttie death of 
a sister: the veiy Mtuaiion 1 could ha\e wished hei to 
be in. Munsieui de la llocht toucauU came; they talk¬ 
ed to mt of nothing but you, how much reason 1 had to* 
^ be conuined, and of tinir intimding to speak in a pYo- 
manner to Mellubina *. You may take my w oid ihd( 
she Will have it pretty hainliN^ely: UTIacqueTt^fe will 
giye you a full account of the affair. About eight 
o'clock 1 came home, but, ah I think what I ftltyoh 
going up Stans* 'Ihat room which 1 used to enter with 

*■ Maduoe tie Mmtw, sklot to moiletmibeUs 4e of 

ftodl chiel f»vount« topdoccss Htatiemof Esglsmi. 
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Aucli pleusurc/ tv as ^prii to me in<Iced» but 1 found 
e\eiy thing ia U dinordired and desolate^ and your 
little girl there* Tvho |nit mo *so lu tuiod of my 
own. Tti'udi. what I sobered! the night [>d$sod in inourn<> 
ful vigils* and the t^urumg light found the m ili^ same 
state of d6ij|}ondeocy. Tho aflernoon t parsed tvith 
ntadatnc dc la Troche * the Arwmil. In the evening 
I jreceiv^ your lettem* which renewed the^vioieuce of 
iny first einotioriN. 1 shnU finish what I ikm now writ* 
ing this evening at M* de Coul inges’* where I dmll p)l^h 
up some news for yon ; thought* iiom the concern \on 
have left'every one in bt hind you, I might, if I would, 
fill my leiu r with coinphmerits. 

fii'idj ntghc 

The news that I am now about to impnit to yon, I 
karned at nndame de l,avardm*s, Madame dc ta >ay- 
ttte told me, that she and M de 1.i RochHouiauit had 
vesterday a conversation witjh Mellu3*tia, tin putHa< 
lars of winch cannot tasily be commtiUd to wiumg: 
but you mrty suppose that she Was veijr much « ui* 
iound'd at the consciousness of hei wukfsi bihaviom, 
which w,»s laid open to htr without tJic k^*»t iciione. 
She thinks hciself very hafipy in what war. oflien\l htr. 
and very rtaddy came mto it j which i*«, that slie.,»h«i]t 
»^r ihe futuie observe a strict mIi^uco, and on fins co«« 
oVion, no more wi]l He said to 6f the allair. You 
ii fw tric'iuls here that hav^^ntelestcd themstdves iii Uia 
warme-'L tianner m youi behalf: 1 do not Cod one that 
has not a veiy gicat love and es&eemfoi you, and that 
docsjaot sympathise with me m my gnet. ! have not 

• XsMf d, Var»'t'»rfi, wtdiw of iJk tiisr^u<> de ‘i Tr>tlif, of iW 
hpuM oi Savomore in Ainoo. Shi tu 1 & «ait Afirid i larslidl, who 
kitUld the ISth pUUiW at the buttle of Lcuze, and wa** a»v 
officer of great merit. 

V 2 •• ^ 





tmrtitiis or 


yet been any where but at midamc ia Fayette’s. 
AU our friend*! strive to find me uub end get me writh 
them; but I dread it tike deaUi. I entreat you, my 
dear child, to lake care of your health; preserve it for 
iny sake, and do not give way to those rruf.l neglects, 
which may hare fntal coiisoqtt(.hces. I embrace yon 
with a tenderness that Is not to^e equalled; no ofience, 
1 hope, to the most tender. 

The maiTiage articles b^'tween mademoiseHe d^Hou- 
dancourt and mon;»icur Veoiadoui were <nj^n('d this 
morning. The abbd do ('bambonnas also was thi'» moi ii- 
ing nominated to the btshopiir of Lodevc. The priu- 
cess"^ w'ill set Out mi Ash-Wednesday for Ch&ireauroux> 
where tlio prince is desirous itie should make some stay. 
M. de la Marimeiie succeeds M* d'Fstampei, who ife 
dead, in his place in ttie couiir i). Madame de Mtuscuin 
coroes to Pans to-dight; the king has dcclaied hitii*iolf 
her protector, and has sent a carriage, with a military 
escort, JO bring her from Lis. 

t have a piece of ingratitude to inform you of that 
‘ will not displease you, and of which I shall make a li¬ 
beral use when I write roy book upon tli.a subject 
Marshal d*Albert has detected madame not 

onlv in a commute of gallantly with monsieur de Be- 
tUune, which he ^vould huherto yn ver creilit, but like¬ 
wise ill having reported of madame Starron and hic* 
the worst things iinagrnabl)^. ^hc has endeavoured 
do them both all the ill offices that were in i>«‘r pow^; 
'Which has been proved so dearly, that madllbe Bear* 
ronatid all the Richelieu family have resolved to ^ee her 
no more. Here is a woman faUeo indeed I how^ever, 
she lias this consolation, that she has conU'ibitled largely 
to hnug It upon her bet self. 

P * 

* ClftEk Cleiaentiaft 4e MsUJe piiacea of CuaJe. 
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tKITER LXL 

ro iiiE KAiNir 

"Mt, MouHAy, F«h. 9f 1^7 U 

I %fi £tvs youT ktfeirs lA ibe sft^e way m "Abich you 
receired my ring. I am in teart 1 read thenk^ 
My heart seems ready to bur^t. Bystandero woulid 
think iliat you had truited me lU m yotai letters^ or 
were <iick, or that some act^idf nt had happened to you ; 
whereas pvery thinj, i** the reterw. You love mo^ my, 
dear child, you love me, and you tell me so m a manner 
that makes my tears flow in torrenK You continue 
your journey without any disagreeable ircident To 
know this, IS the thing 1 could the most desire; and yet 
am 1 m this deplorable condition! And do you then 
take a pleasure m thinking of me ^ m talking of me i 
and have more satisfaction ki writing your senluuuats 
to me than m ulliog tbm^ In whateser way they 
come, they meet with a leception, the warmih of which 
can only be known to those who We as 1 do. In ex** 
pre>sing yourself thus, yon make me €tei the greatest 
tenderness for j^ou, that is possible to befUt: and if 
you think of me, be assured that f, on tode,, 
\am continually thinking of you. Mute is what the dei^ 
TOtees call an habitual thought, tt is wliat wc ouglitto 
have for the Divine Being, were we to do our duty, 
^othmg^s capable of diverti4g me from it. 1 see your 
carriage continually diiving on, never, never to come 
nearer to me; 1 fancy mj^self on the road, and am al« 
ways 111 apprehensions of the carriage overturning. I 
am almost distracted at the violent rams wt, liave had 
the }a#three days, and am frightened to death at tlm - 
thoughts oi the Khdtse# I have at this mutant a 
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"bdrore tee; I kt'ow every place you 3it. To- 
wightyou are at Nevers, Sunday you ^11 be at Lydas,* 
tWbefe you will receive this letter. X-eOuld cu^ly ivrite" 
to you at Moufins by teadaifte de Gueneguad.i have 
had but two letters from you; perb^ a third is on the 
road ; they are my oadj" comfort, I ask for no other, 

I am utterly* incapable of seeing much company at a 
time ; I may recover the feeling hereafter, bat it is out 
of the fpicstiorf now, ’ The duchesses of Verneciel and 
Arpajon have used ail their endeavours to divert me, for 
which I am much obliged, to them : never surely were 
there better people thcui in'this countr}\ I was all the 
day on Saturday at raadnme de Villars^, talking of 
you, and weeping; she takes a great share in my 
row. Yesterday 1 heard monsieur d’*Agent preach, 
and w^as at.madame de Puisieux and madame du I’ui* 
^a-Fou^s; who both send you a,thousand reinembrapccs. 
This evening 1 shall, sup | in the Fauxbourgs. 

These are my carnivaj«. ■ 1 have a mass said for you 
every day. This is tio superstilioua devotion. 1 have 
seen Adbemar § but fbr a moment; 1 am going to write 

* Marie &ne^d, tn^rcluoneas of VlUata, mother to tha late 
mar-dial of likne. 

*f* Claude JoU, a celebrate^ ffreacher, afterMrards bishop of Ageu. 

madamc de la Fayette. • ' . , ^ 

' Joseph Adhdinar dr Moiiteil, brother to‘ M. de Grigiun, ki>o«n 

Ehttl.y the name of Adhdtbar, wss, after the death of Ciiarlea PhiK'p 
d'AdVu'ojar his btodiarj which hap^^ned the 6th of Fclwiiaty 16^, 
c'iiiVe4 \he chevaUci dc Gfignaoj^ut Wmg ahetwarda oiattVfcJ to N**f' ^ 
tjf^pnubon, he resumed tlve uame of eoum Adhdmar. lu t&J S he was ro* 
Vinelto a tegiotent of iita:se,'at die heud of which be si^'dised him¬ 
self on several'Oocstslons, partictdatly at the battle of Alttiubrlni*: *He 
was made field-niiTslial ih lt^8 jiad not rei>eated attacks of the 
gout prevented him from in tl»e service, he would d<>ubt)ei&, 

from his .rcputatioiH’tuetU, and illustriotu birth, ha\e' the 

‘itdOsi consid^able military honoiurs*' He dkd without Isaue the 19th 
NtAeiaVcr i jf 13, m tfed age of aixty.tiU\«, ^ 

i 
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i<» him> and ihijink him for ht<« bed; for which I am 
moie obliged to bm^ even thdii you aic. If you would 
gite me ita? pleasure, take caie of your health* steep 
jn that little s^nug bed, eat broth* and exert that cou- 
lagc which X Want. Contmoe to wntt to me. Ihe 
fiitud'ihips you left behind yOt^her*, are all increased; 
aud 1 !dhould mvtr have done ivtlh compliments, if I 
were to tell you how much ever^ one is concerned 
about} our health. 

Mademoiselle d'Qarcourt waspiarried the day before 
^csterda} , theie was a grand souper at mmgre given to 
the whole family. 1l e&terday there was a grand ball, 
and at night a supper foi the king and queen, and 
ladies ol the court, who were extiemcly brilliant on 
the occasion; it was oile ot the most splendid entertain* 
ments that could positbly be seen. 

Madame d’ll**** if* gone off in the greatest despair# 
She hail lost all hei foicuds, and was fully convicted 
of what madame Scan on fand so long defended her 
against, and, m short, of every kind of trearhciy ima¬ 
ginable Let me know when ypu have received my 
letters I shall seal this presently. 


Mrmdvy night. 

I shall make up my packet before I go to the*!* mx- 
bourgs, and shall diuct it to the. mt^ndant ol Lyons 
^ am charmed w ith the distinction you observe in ) our 
letters Itspccting me Ah, my dear, 1 dtsene jt, for 
the distinguishing love I hear you 

1 must now t^U }ou whnt 1 learned concerning the 
eistert(innient 3 *estciday The courtyards belonging 
to the hotc I de Cittse were illuminated vi i‘h upwards oi 
aoext lamps TJie qUecn went first of all into th^ apart- 
mentflif madame deGujst, which was lighted and de* 
totaled in a most sumptuous manner ; the ladies oi the 
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court wcro^aU ranged round Jier majesty on tbeir ]p)ees> 
without any distiuctioit of rank. was served in 

that apartment. There wer® forty ludlhs at table; the 
supper was very magnificent. The king entered, and 
looked gravely round the room> without sitting dimn to 
table. After supper th^ tfompaiiy went to an upper 
apartment, where every thing was prepared for the 
ball. The king led out the queen, and honoured the 
assembly by dancing three or four courants, and then 
returned to the Louncavith usual attendants. Ma* 
demoiselle was not there*. This is all 1 know of the 
entertainment. 

I am resolved to see the countryman from SuUi, that 
brought me your letter yesterday. 1 intend to give 
him something to drink. 1 look upon him as a happy 
creature in having seen you. Ah, what would I give 
could 1 see you but for a momentl and how do I regret 
the moments! have lost! I form drains* to myself 
as well as other people. Birvalf has heard of the 
alfoir of Mellubina; Im says, you are rightly served; 
that he told yon of the jests she made of you at the 
first lying'tn, but you would not hear a word of it; 
ftom which time he never came near you. That crea* 
ture has long spoken ill of you, but nothing could per* 
suade you of it but your own eyes. And our coad¬ 
jutor too, will you not make it up with him for tnyi 
sake? Do you not yet find him to be Seignor Corheau 
I earnestly wish to see you friends again. tuy 

dear child, for Heaven's sake, tell me, is every posri*.^ 
bie care taken of you ? But there is no beliemg you 
in what relates to your health. So, you would nut maue 

^ A Tamtlar rxpiewton between the nodier «nd daughter, foi \ex* 
stion or anxiety, 
t Die eount4*Avana. 
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we of tfiis tied ? Tins « jftfiUikfe iwH Jettittg me send 
for inadame Rol)iiiel;. * ^Adieo, my dearest cbild! the 
only passioii of my »aui, the joy emi anxiety of my 
life t 

letter lxii. 

TO tH£ SAME. 

Faih* Friday, Feb. 11,167]« 

I HAVE received but three of those delightful letters 
that so aflect my heart. One is still on the road* If I 
were not so fond of them, and loth tO lose any thing 
that you write me, I should not thmk 1 had lost much; 
for nothing can be w ishcd for beyond what I fnid in 
those I have already received. In the firstjplacei they 
are well written, and arc besides'so tender, so naturaL 
that it is impossible not to believe every thing contained 
iiitheiu; Distrust itself would here stand convinced. 
They wear that air of truth which, a« I have always 
maintained, carries authority with it; while falsehood 
and lies skulk under a loud of wetwls, without having 
the power of persuasion; the more'ihey attempt to show 
themselves, the more they afe entangled. Your ex- 
pies'sions are sincere, and they appear "so; they arc 
used only to exjjlain your meaning, and receive an ir.- 
*^esigtiblc force from their noble simplicity. Such, . 
»y dear child, do your letters appeat to me. If ray 
words have the same po^er as yoUrS, f am confolcnt 
the truUfS they convey must have had their usual efiect 
with yoi^ I will, not liave you say, that I was a cur- ’ 
tain tha^ concealed you; so^uch the worse if I con- 
oetUed you; you appear still more amiable now that 
" curtain is drawn askle; you require to be discovcfired to 
appear in your true perfection. This is what we have 
said a thouswd time^i of you# for me^ 1 appear to 

r 5 
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fnyself fjtiite nakerf, <!ivested of every thing that tnadc 
me agreeable: I am ashamed to appear in society; and 
notwithstanding the endeatours that hare been used to 
bring me back to it, 1 have latterly been like one just 
come out of the trbods; nor could I be otherwise, lew 
arc worthy of understanding what I feel; 1 have sought 
those obosen /ew, and avoided all others. I have seen 
Ouitaot and his wife; they have a great' regard 
you; write me a word or two for them. Two or three of 
the Grigiians came lo see me yesterday. I have given 
Adhemar a thousand thanks for lending you his bed* 
We did not examine how far it might have been his in¬ 
terest to have disturbed your quiet, rather than to bat e 
C'ontr^ted to it; we had not spirits to support the je.sl; 
but lery happy that the bed had proved so good 
a one. I fancy you are at Mouhns to-day ; if so, you 
Will receive one of my letters. I did not write to \ou 
at Bnafre; if I had, it must Ime been on that cruel 
Wednesday, the very d®y I was so 

Overwhelmed with gncf, that 1 was incapable even of 
tasting the consolation of wiiting to you. This is the 
third letter; my second is at Lyons. Pe suie jou let 
me know if you reccivo them. Whtn at a dis*ance, 
we no longtr laogh at a letter beginning with, l)icekcd 
yourSf &c, 'ihc thought ofyouf going still farthii ami 
faither iiom me, and of seeing the carnage continually' 
during on, i9 Wbat^ harrows me mo^t. You aie alwaip 
going on, and at last, as\on say, }ou mil find youV 
Sielf at two hundred leagues’ diiiitanQe from me ;* resolv^ 
therefore not to snflTer such injustice wHhotit repaying 
it in my turn. 1 shall set my 4 >^Jf about removing fa^*^her 
off too, and sliall do it so cfitctnally, as to make it 
three hundred. A very pretty dbunce, you will say! 
^ And would it no* he a slop' highly wortliy the lo\e I 
have for you, to undertake to* tiaver*c all France to find 
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you ^ lam deligktcd 9X the reconciliation b^ivvem 
you and the coadjutot; you know how niK^e^sary 1 al« 
w%ya thought it to the happm^as of vodr life. Prc- 
j>ene this t»<*a'^ute with care r you own yourseljf^charin- 
ed with his gooilnc«s; let turn see you aie not ungrate- 
tul. I shall soon fiaish iojt letter , perhaps when you 
gitio Lyons you wiU be so giddy with the honours 
you wiU receive there^ that you will not find time to 
lead it, hnd enough however, I beseech you, to let 
me hear of you, and whether you embaik upon that 
hoirible Kborie 

• Wednesdaj nig'it. 

I have this nicmiiit received jours fiomNogtnt, it 
was given me by a very honest fellow, whom I quei- 
tioncd as much cs I could, but your htur is worth 
more than any thing that could have been told me It 
was but justice, mj deal, that > ou should be the first 
to make me smdc, after tiivmg cau^^td me so many 
tear'). What you tcU me of nftonMeur Busclie is i^uite 
ongmal, it is what may be calleclji genuine stiokc 
eloquence. I did laugh then, I own, and I should be 
ashamed of it, had 1 done any thing eho than cry fur 
this week past. I met this monsicui *Busrbe in the 
sticet when he was bringing youi boises for you to set 
out, I stopped hirn, and all in tears asked hjin his 
Ip'iine, w Inch he told me. Monsieur iiuschc ,** said 
sobbing ill the while, ** I lecommend Bpy daughter 
to you» care ^ do not, dear monsieur Busehe, do not 
ovei turn bei ; and when you have taken her safe ly to 
Lyons, if you vyill call upon me with the agiTeable 
news, I will giro you something to d^k ** 1 shall 
thiietore (citainjy do so. What you say of him has 
greatly added to the respect I had foi him before. But 
yoj are not well, you have not slept lately. Choco- 



LtTrfiAS ^ 


loa 

late will 4o you good; but ibon you have no cfaoooklo* 
pot: I hofe thought of that tvi^y times; wlmt will 
you do ^ Ah> my poor child, you not nu6tahen m 
ihinkrng my mind ts alwayb ^employed about )ou. It 
you wvre to see me, you would see me continoally seek* 
ing those who lore to talk of you; if you were to hear 
jne, you would hear mo contuiuaUy talking of you my* 
self. I have not yet seen any of those who want to 
divert me; that^s^ in other words, who want to pie- 
vent my Jhinkjng of you; for I am angry with them 
for It. Faiewelh ray lovely child, continue to write to 
me, and to love me. 

LETTER LXIIL 

10 IHF same. 

Pan*, Tliund»T, F(b. 12 , ^t> 7 l< 

Tins is only a hno precursory, for I 'rhall not write to 
vou titl to-monow ; but I %tish you to know what 1 
hav^fe ) 0 st htaid. 

Y<tsterday the piesident Amelot, after having made 
a^^reat numbci of vtsUa, towards night found hiraself a 
good deal odl of Older, and wa^ soon aftei Wards seized 
witii a\iolciil apoplectic fit, of which he died about 
eight o*(lO(k this raoining. i would you v^rite toy 
Ins wile, the whole family are in the greatest alfiiclioi/^ 

The duchtbs de la Vahere sent a Utter to the km^ 
the roiU'^utb of which have not tianspircd, a.id tbeH 
'n raai&hal de Bellcfond, ito say, 

^ that she would hav’e qmtted the court, after having 
mvt the honour ol his good opinion^ had she be en allr 
to pieva'I with herself lo sec him no more; but that her 
^Weakness on that head had been so great, that she was 
V aucly capable eAtti now of making a sacufitc of it to 
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her : she w»s re^lved» lioweveYi that ther r«mali» 
of the pas<;mn she Imd f«)t for him should constitute 
part of her penance, and, as ^ had devoted her youth 
to him, it could not be thought mtich if the reat of hue 
life went i^nt in cares for her own salvation/* ^ho 
kmg wept bitterly, apd seat'lhotisteur Colbert to Chad-* 
lot, to beg her to come directly to Veraadles, that he 
might speak to her once more. Monsieur Colbert ac^ 
cordingiy conducted her thithen The king had a^whole 
houi’s conversiktion with her, and wept a groat deal. 
Madame do Monte^pan lan^with o|)en arms, and leara 
in her evo«, to receive licr. \Ve do not rightly under- 
si and all lilts Some sny she will remain at Versailles, 
and continue about the coui t, others that she will rn- 
iurn to Chadlot. AVe shull m c. 

LLTTLR LXIV. 

TO THL^aapau 

^ Trida^tiFeb tS, Jt*''!. 

F|0(a sepnsicur de ( q ilangea' hciuge. 

Monsilur dl CaotANoi'j wi^es me to wiite to you 
once moit «it Lyons. I consule you, my dear child, il 
you think of taking boat, to go dowji to the Font da St. 
Lsprir Have pity on me, and take csic of s ourself if 
I you would iiuc rat live You havi so thoroughly con- 
* viiiced rae of thclov^ you hast ioi nn, that 1 think, 
out of^itp'aid to my ease, you will not hazard your 
own safety. Pray let ihe know how you conduct your 
bark Ah, how dear, how piectous to me is that little 
£ark, winch the Hhone so cruelly cairks away frmii 
ire ’ 

1 hcai there have biten fine domgs, but it la only by 
hcarsav, foi I did not &ee 2t. 1 tiave been so ujiso« 
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ciable that I could not bear four pcopl^r at a time in a 
roo^t. I was in the chtmney-cornel' at niadatne de ia 
Fayette's, Meilusina's nflhir is in^l^e hands of lian^ 
Jade alter having passed iliroogh those of nMnisleur 
tie la KochefoucAult and d^Harqueviile, ^ou 

she is very mw*h confounded andi thoroughly^ despised 
by all who have the honour td know h< r. 1 have not 
seen madarne d'Arpajon yel: her coiitebted and happy 
mien ^does not suit roe. It was thought that the !>all on 
Shrove-Ttiesday would "have been put oflf; never was 
so universal a dulness. J bebete your ribbciicc occa¬ 
sioned it. Good heavens, wliat a number of compii- 
ments have I to maHe j ou ! how ninny good w^hes ! 
how ma^y longings to hear from you ! what praises 
bestowed on )ou ! 1 should never ha^c done were I to 
name all the good people, tnnle and female, by whom 
you ore loved, esteemed and adored; bur, 'when you 
have put them all together, he assuiCii, my d^r child, 
tU^ are nothing in compatnou of what X bel lor you. 
I dever lose sight of you a moment, I tlnnk on you in¬ 
cessantly, and in such a manner! 1 (mbraced your 
little girl, and she kissed me again ; and she acted your 
part in this scene extremely well. Do you know I lose 
the dear creature, when I think to whom she belongs ? 

V* V I 

* 

LETTER LXV. 


TO TUB SAmV, 


tbris, rebniwy ]fl, 1701. 

J EHTREAT you, my dear child, to be careful of vour 
eyes. Mine, as you know, will be at your jbeiMce tfil 
they close for ever. Vou must be aware, iny lose, 


* A jJtp«on pB^kularly atta'lunl lothe house of Fiouiiion, and who 
wt^^ftciaarda made seiretaiy lo the cabinet. 
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thal which yow writ<», there is no rca4- 

ing ynnr tears* To the netaral tender¬ 

ness and afihctiWir have* for j’on, joiit^the little eirconi- 
stance of ]^rsuaded that yon love me witii 

eqDPIkl Judge wh^t 1 must feel* Wicked 

girl! wh^ym^^ollpr cq/i^ai from me the precidss 
treasureailPPlIimniit^ of? Are you afraid I should 
die with jeiyj|lij|^ght you nut rather to be aft aid 1 
should die witii: gnef, lest I bliould ever bee it other¬ 
wise f D’Hacqueville w ill witness for me ih^ dcplora^* 
hlc.btate he once saw me in ; hut let me quit these me- 
Wncholv reflections, and enjoy a hh s^ng without which 
life would be hea\y and insupportable. These are not 
words, but truths. Madame de Giienegand has told me 
of the condition she saw you in on my account; retain 
the cause, 1 coiijuie you ; but no more tears ; they 
are not so good for y(Ui as for me. I am now be¬ 
come pretty reasonable ! I keep up my spii its upon 
occasion, and am sometimes for four or five liours to-« 
gethor Tike another peison ; but a small matter makes 
me relapse ; a ieiucmbi^nce> a place, a word, 0 thoa|^ht 
half smothered, but especially a letter fiom you, or 
even one of my ovm while I am wilting, or any^jf^ou 
tint speaks ofjou; these are the rocks and quictends 
of my fortitude, and they very fTequetUily*-lill ^in my 
way. I ^ce madamc de ViUarb frequently j I am fond 
j of bfin-; with ht.r, becau^'e she enters into my senti¬ 
ments^ she bends you a thousand good wishes. Ma¬ 
dame 18e U Fayette loo is sensible of my fondness ft>r 
you ; and greatly touched with the tenderness you 
show me in return. I am generally itt home with my 
family; sometimes howe\er 1 pass an evening here, 
from weaiinesb, hut not often. I have seeiv poor ma- 
dame d’Ainelot aljo ; she weeps well; 1 am an e^cel- 
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Jent of weeping. I go to bear Ma^aron ^ axul 
Bonnlaloue preach: they seem lie strive who j^all 
torpass the othcr.^'Wcll, I think T have sent yon a 
great ileel of news: 1 long to hear some from you^ and 
how you find yourself at To say thu^ truths 1 

think of nothing else, you hare put me upon mform- 
ing myscU about the ma'^querade on j^htOVe^Tucsday. 
I am told that a great man, greater by «?ome inches 
th in any oUier man, had ordeied a lemarkable diess to 
be made up for him, and afur ill would not \Acar it; 
for he leained by chance that i certain lady, vi ith whose 
person be was not acquainted, and to whom he neier 
spoke a woid in his life, would not b< at the assembly-f. 
And now I must say with Voitnrc, that >our absence 
has been the death of no one as yet, except my self; 
not but that the camnal h«.'. been excessively dull; you 
may takt the honour ol it, if you please ; foi my part, 

1 thought It was upon youi count, only that it did 
not appear dull enough tor the nb&i nee ot one like y ou. 
This lettei 1 shall swkI direct to Piovcnce. I embiate 
M. de (iugnan, and die with impaticiue to hear from 
you. As soon ns 1 receive one letter I am impatient 
for another; 1 only bieathe w Inle I am recoiv mg them. 

You tell me wonders of the tomb of 1000 “leui dc 
Montmorotich and the beauty of the mebdeinoiselks de 
Valantvai. You wiite extremely mil, no one bettci ; 
never qut thanalmal, you have a turn foi it, and it' 
foims a eotnphte stvlqw I have made your compli¬ 
ments to niadame de in r«vyette, and to mousiriii de la 
Eochefoucanlt and Langlade ; they all esteem and love 
ymu, ajiiid woaki be rc«jdv to scive you on every occSi- 

* Julius Ml ciTuii. jpm t of tl w 015 ory, ncmiimcl lu 1071 to the 
h^iQpru ol 1 mie 

She 110 ' tl 1) If itrB VO tlir 1 11 ^ un I m^ulame de Moutespan. 
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«!ioik 1 thifiik yoii ^9tig8 charinhig, 1 knew Ui« 
perfectly* Ah> my 4 Ikp cluld, how 1 tong to sec you ^ 
lor a while, to hew yfc sjfetk, to wnbrat»?tyou, nay, tp n 
see you pass at a ^totancc only, tf tlfe ie!»t be too muchy; 
to ai[^l Thji^w oiSjB of those itooghts which 1 never at* 
tempt to suppress. 1.begin in grow wrary of beilig 
without you; I £e#btihe uneasiness (If mind this separa¬ 
tion gives me, in tl« same manner as I should a disease 
of the body. I cannot suflftdcntly fhank you'for the 
many letters you have wiittcm me on the road. ^ 'fhese 
little attentions are gratifying, and have their foil elTect, 

1 a&surc you. Nothing of this kind is lost upon me ^ it 
can proceed only from leal fiiendship; otherwise it 
would be luoie agreeable to go to bed, and take one’s *• 
rest I am under no small impatience to hear from 
you, both from Bouen and Lyons *. the idea of yout 
being '^lOn the water troubles|ne, and X long to know 
how the furious KUone ajipeared to you, in comparison 
of our peaceable Loire, which you have honoured with 
so many avilit](*s! How kind it is of you to remeinber 
it as one of y our old friends! AlaS t what is it I do not 
remember ? The least fnflVs we of the greatest Value 
to me! 1 have a tbott<iand dt«g<m • How are things 
altered! 1 never used to retuift hither but with lAi* 
^ patience and pleasure, and now, look as Us } will,'' 
''•J can see nothing of you 1 And is it possible to Bve, 
V>th the reflection, that, do what we will, we can no 
where find the child that was so dear to the heart K I 
wiU soon convince you of my sentiments, by going in 
search of her. ^ 

^he dauphm hhs been ITl, but is better. The coutt 
will be at Versailles till Monday. Madame de la Va* 
here is perfectly leinstated thme. The king received 
her with tears of joy, and she has had several tendtt^ 
conversations with him. AU this a httle incompre* 
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hcnsibldj but we must be siJfiit llie ncx'^s of this 
year doob not hold good from «aife jK>st to another. 1 
have compliments hir jon w*thoiit cad. I yo«r 
hltle one e^ ti y day, I wobld fain have hoJr str nght, but 
am not without apprehenskin It would bodrull exhouqh 
that a child of yours and M de Gngnau should not bt 
well made. I base <oine skill in these mttteis; per¬ 
haps, howuci, 1 am taking netdltss precautions. 

LLTfKR IJfCVL 

TO THE fiA>I£. 


ftritla), rd> 20, 1671, 

11 4 NNor express how desirous 1 am to hear from you. 
Coiisideti my deal, 1 have not had a letter binct. that 
from 1 1 Pahee I know nothing of the r< st of your jour¬ 
ney to Lyons* nor of yum loutc to Provente I am, 
very certain that there ate kttcis foi n»t , but then I 
Want them* and they do not come 1 have nothing lefr 
to comlfort and amuse me* but writing to you. 

You must know* that \Vedne«:day night last* afrei I 
came from M, dc Coulanges* where wt had Iv'cn mak¬ 
ing tip out packets for the post* ] began to think of go¬ 
ing to bed* That IS nothing very extiaordm 113 ’^* you 
will say * but what follows is so About thiee o’cIocIl 
in the tnoining I was wakened with a tty ol Thieves f 
fire* IfHut seemed so neat* and grew so loud* that 1 
had not tlie least doubt of its being m the house * I even 
fancied I heard them talking of my little grand-daugh- 
tei. 1 imagined she was burned to death* and in that 
' apprehension got up without a light* tumbling in such 
a luannt^r that 1 could scarcely staitd. 1 1 in directly to 
hei room* which is the room tliat was yours* and found 
fcvery t’lmg quiet j but I saw Guitaut’s house all m 
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flames, aiid tli6 lire spreading to madaioe do Vauvi- 
neuxV The flamea^a^st a light* over our coort**yarJ 
and that' of Onitaut, that ipade them looh shocking. ^ 
All was oat-cru^^jharry, and confliaiOn, and ihe beama , 
and joists j^llihg down, igade a dreadful noise. 1 im** 
mediately ordered ooT doors to be opened, and iny pco* 
pic to giv^ assistattoe* Monsieur de Uuitaut sent mO a 
ca^^ket of valuables, which I secured in my cabinet, and 
tiien went into t\w street, to gape Ike the rest. There 
[ found monsienr and madamc (Juitaut tn a manner 

m 

naked ; niadume de Vanvm^ux, the Venetian ambas¬ 
sador, rind all his people ; with little VauvineuK*, whom 
they were carrying fast asleep to the ambassador’s 
house, with a great deal of moveables and plate, Ma¬ 
damc dcVativineux had removed all her goods. As 
for our house, I knew it was as safe as if it had been in 
an isKutd, but X was greatly concerned for my poor 
neighbours. bTadame Oulton and her brother gave 
some excellent directions, hut we were all in con*itema- 
tion; the hre was so fierce that there was no approaching 
it, and no one supposed it would cease till it bad burnt 
poor Guitaut’s house entirely dow'n. Guitaut hhnself 
was a melancholy object ; he wds for Oying to save his 
mother, who was in the midst of the flames, as ho sup* 
poaed, in the upper p.'rt of the house; but hi^wife 
clung about him, and held him as lightly as she coOld. 
tie was in the grcdtest distress between the grief of not 
being able to save his mother, and thu fear of injuring 
his wife,’ who was nearly five months with child. At 
last he begged roe to lay hold of her, which f did, ahd 
Im went in search of his motlier, who, he found, bad 
passed through the flames suud was safe. Xle then ed- 


* Clurlotte ETizsbcth de Cochefilet, mairied id 1679 to Chides de 
Hdhan, prince dc Gud»^n 4 duke de AioatLaeou. 
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deavoured to savf some paper?, but found it impossible 
to get nrar the place where they weie At length he 
Cftnie back to the &pot where he had left us and where 
had ptLvaile?) oil hi5 wife to ait down. Some (harlta* 
blf ("apu<liin<! woiked so well, and so skil&iUy, that 
th«.y cut o(F the communication of the Water 

was ihiown upon the icet that burning, and at 
last the batik cj^astd tor want of, combatant a; but not 
till several of the Ikat apartments entirely con¬ 
sumed. It w*is looked upon as fortunate that any part 
of the boujsc was s^viil; thou£;h as it i«i poor OuitaUi 
will lo*!e at least ten thousand < row ns; for they propose 
toiebuild theioooi that was painted and gilded. Theie 
were sevcia! fine |nttureb of M. T,e Blanc’s lost, whose 
house It was, besides tables, looking-glasses, tapestry, 
and other valuable pieces of fuinilure. They i^rc 
gi*eatly concerned about some letters, which I imagine 
to be those of the piince. By this it was near five 
o’clock in the morning, and time to thuik of getting 
madamc de Guitaut to rest ^ I oflered hci my bc<l; but 
madame Cru( ton put her into hers, as she had several 
apartments in her house unoccupied. We wished her 
to be bled, and sent for Boucher, who is apprehensive 
of a miscainage from the violence of the fright. She 
is still at madame Guyton’s, where every body goes to 
see her. You will naturally ask, how the fire happen¬ 
ed ; but that no one can tell. There was not a spaik 
in. the loom where it fiist bioke out. Could any one 
have thought of diverting himself at melancholy ^ 
lime, what pictures might he not have drawn of us 

t the situation wc were then in^ Guitaut was naked, 
ciept his shirt and drawers; his wife vias without 
Stockings, and had lost one of her slippers; madame de 
Vauviiicux \?as in a short under-petticoat, without a 
^ight-gown; aH the footmen and neighbouis were in 
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their iught«cap4. ^ l%e amhabsadot, in bis nigbt-goi^ 
and long petuke, miEUBtaiaed vcr^^ well the importance 
of a serenibsimo; but bis seciclary was a most adinir** 
able Bgure. You talk oi Uit breai»t oC Hercules ; ihls 
was quitQ another thaig; wc had a full view of it; it 
was white/fai^ piamp> and perfectly exposed, for the*- 
string that sliould have tied bis shirt had been lost in 
the engagement. So much for the melancholy news of 
oui quaiter. Let me beg of Deviile* that he would 
take hi-* n)Mndi» every night, after the family is in bed, 
to St I that the fire is out every wlicre, for we c’annot be 
too caicfu) to prevent accidents of this kind. I hope 
the wt el was iavourablc to you in yovrr passage; in a 
woid, I Wish ^ou e\ery happiness, and implore the God 
of heaven to preserve you fiom every evil. 

Monsieur de Ventadour was to have been married on 
Thnisday, that ik yesterday, but is lU ot a fevei. The 
maiihal de la Motto iios lost as good as five hundred 
cro« ns* worth of hsh. The other day while m e were 
at table at M. du Man’s, Courcelles told us he had two 
such gicat bumfis on his head, that he could not get his 
wig on; tins siliy speech made us all ri&e from table 
before we bad done with the fruit, for fear of laughing 
m his face. Prest ntly after m came d’Olonne; upon 
ivluch M. de laKochcioiicaalt whispers me, " Madame, 
thtbc two can never slay in a room togf iher :** and so it 
'|)ro\cd; for shortly alter CopreeUes went away. 

Heie are a number of liifles for you, my dear child; 
for to continually telling you that 1 love you, that 
I thmk^ of nothing but you, that I ^employ my self 
about nothing but wlnt concerns you, that you are the 
dAight of my life, and that no one was ever so tendeily 
beloved, must certainly be a tiiesome repetition. 


* Manrud’hdtcl, oi huu;>e fteward, to mousicut d« Gr^oan. 
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' * - ro THE SAME. 

/Wednw<lay) 9S, 16?1. 

I HAVE not yet received the letter, vhi( h I nm sure you 
wrote me from Eyorih befoie you left that place, for I 
cannot easily suppose that, being able to virite, and 
having actually written to M. d** Coolanges you could 
have forgotten me. I make a great stir to fmtl what 
has become of the packet. I received the hrst letter 
you wrote me the day after yo\i arii\ed there. 1 am 
not yti proof against what you wiifc. I was ready to 
faint with the thought of seeing you pass that moun¬ 
tain by night, which no one ever attempts but in the 
day-time, and then in a IrtUi. I should nut wonder if 
you had been tumed npside-down. IMousicur de Cou- 
langes had wiitten lo M. du sccutary, to send 

a litter to Ronaric . had jou mentioned the day j oil 
expected to ha\e aimed tlieie, you would tirtainly 
have found one ready for you. Slirely no one ever be¬ 
haved a^ you have doi*o ; nor was e\er poor w'oman 
sufTered to slane in such a manner. The loiccast of 
the ant teaches that it js. ncuss.uy to lay up piovi- 
sions when they lie to be ha^l, against a season when 
they are not to be had. My dear child, how you havy’ 
been used! ll<id I hern with you, things would ha\e 

been managed in a veiy difTerefit niaimci, andC should 

y 

♦ Tlie mountain rf th is m ihc high rtmd Ixjiwern Rou- 

anoatid L)Oi*s, rtiirf hw Joi»rfcil\ \«tv difficnti to pass, hut of 
yi'aiB, hy the gxMi wulu, that hate been maoc rheie, tiavillcrs may 
{WISB with more suietv 

f Monsieur du Gut^-Ba^nofii, tmentbnt ol Lyons, fatltei'in-hw to 
M'deCouUngts. 



119 


not have taken your courage for strength, aa those 
about you ha^e done. The alfaii of madame de Hubi« 
net * would have taught me not to consult you in whit 
relates to yourself. In shoit^ you have undciguue gr^t 
latigues; th ink Ood they ai c ovei now, but what 
allects you i> not easily, nor speedily, era^aed irom my 
niuid. I urote to the coadjutor upon his good head* 
pitec ; let him i|how you my letter. X enclose y oivone 
iiom CuUaut, that will dehqht yoq» I have made your 
coniphrnenis to dc ViUirs and Saint Gcran, 

th( first ln> a VLiy great afitction for you, and intends 
writing to vou Take notice m^our letteis, ray aunt, 
of la Troclif, Vauvinettc/iiul d*j scars, for they do no* 
thing but talk oi you Madniie du Gue h'ls written to 
Bl dc C oulanges, that you die as handsome as an angel ; 
she IS perfectly charmed with your person and pohte- 
neb>. Slit siys'the put you into youi boat in delighl- 
tul weather, and a calm w iteiall which gives me 
hope , but 1 shall not be thoroughly easy till you are 
at Ailc i 1 hope Ripcrt made you get out wjien you 
(line to aa\ dingeious place. As for scigiieur Cor* 
beaut X shall trust to him no moror 1 cannot accuse 
mj self of indulging m any dntision, or sutleruig my 
thoughts to b< absent fiom you, duiiiig youi whole 
10 U ncy I have foUowi d j o i sttp by sU p; and whi n 
■*-\ou were ill, X had no lest I am a> faithful to \ou on 
the walei, as I was by lane) Wc liavt reckoned every 
days passage among us. We imagine that you 
arrived aWArles last Sunday. Monsieur de h Roc he* 
foucault says, that I peifcctly answer the notions he 
ha't of friendship, with all its ciicumstancesand depend* 
encifs lie has bad some Hither lonvei'nations with 
Metiusma, which are mtoinpafanlc in then way, there 

f See Letter of the 19th of Novemb r, IO70. 

t ILe coadjutor of Vrlci, 
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is no writing tbem» %o I shall only tell you m general^ 
iliatt they uerc‘just such as you would hare wished thtoi 
to be. Your little girl impioves every day, she laugh**, 

^ and bfgins to notice things; I take gieat care of her. 
^^Pccgnet comes very frequently to see the nurse; X am 
not so Ignorant m this business as you take me to be. 

1 follow your eXam^e, and do wonders when i trust to 
nobody but myself* Youi brother retofued hither the 
day before yesterd&y. 1 have scarcely seen him he 
is at SuGertnam; iw» eyes are quite well; wc were 
under aome apprehensions 'ihout his health, foi he be¬ 
gan io grow dull at NanCt, a/icr the depaiture of nia- 
dame Madruche. 

At last I have recen ed yours of Wednesday, which 
you wrote somewhat in haste, but still it gives me plea- 
suie. It cost certain lencwals ot fondness, wdiich are 
agieeable. I cannot think what thote poisons are 
made of who aie desirous of avoiding them, \ou are 
going to embaik, my dearest child; jouwiU write to 
me from every place where you can possibly write, I 
am sure j'ou will* Heavens! how great is my desire to 
hear of you, and bow dear are you to my heart * 

The count de St. Paul is now monsieur dc Longuc- 
tille : last Monday night his brother made ovei all Ins 
estate to him, which amounts to near three handled 
thousand livres a year, together with hts iich furniture ^ 
and jewels, and the hdtel de Longtievillc ; so that he is 
now one ot the best matches in Fiance. It will be a 
goo<l thing for de Maraus, if she cai get him. 

1 dearly love M. de Grignan, but shall not answci his 
last letter. Can he want any thing, having you with 
him ? Mr. Vallot * died this morning. ** 


* Pirkt to ihi king. 
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LKTTEH LXVIIt 

TO THE SAME. 

fM^ff Fek.S?! i€7U 

Thfee 13 notlklng^cemm this yeEF, uot even the death 
of M. Vallot, which I wow con«tiiict. He is quit^ 
well, and iiist<*ad of^dymg, a% was told me, he took a 
pill winch set hitn opon lits legs again. lletlaB ioldt 
the king, that beoonsiderb jM** Oh^aai du Maws as the 
mobt skilful physician iii the woild. Madame de Ma>« 
zaifn set out foi Rome days ago. MousieOf de 
Ncvers and Ins lao\ ijre uot to go there till IheEhmmef. 
The^hu«bmd of mulamc dr Mazaiin Complained bi£- 
t^ily to the kiHL,, oi his wife being ^ent to Rome with¬ 
out liib consent, he said it was a thing unheard of, to 
take a woman from the authority ol her husband, and 
a>sign her a pension of eighty thou->and hvres a year, 
anil a puseiit of twelve thousand more, to enable her 
to take a journey tiia*" was contrary both to his wish 
and his honour. majesty gave hup the hearing, 
hut as the joinne} had been icsolved upon befoiehand, 
and e^ery thing settled, nothing larther carnc of it. 
As for hw wife, wlieueter any thing was said to her 
a^out making matters trpwith'llcr husband, she always 
turned it ofl with a laugh, and answered, aa usthe time 
of the eiwl war, hp Mnzatm * ttp iHhoarm/ 

With itgard to niadame delaValtere wo are very 
sniry we oatinot oblige you in sending jicr back to 
Chtitllot; but she is better than ever at court / and so 
you must i€«olve to let her stay thcie The dufec do 
IjonguevtUc is now called the abb6 d'DiWus, and the 
count de St. Paul takes the title of duke de Longuevdle. 

VOL. 1. o 
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JMon'iieur d#* Jiuias ln^ the same cotnmand doimgtte 
t%pedition to 1 lanUf rs ihi-. jeai, as M du Lau/un h id 
the last, which is bO nmch the hetfei for him, us th* 
Dtitnhei of ttoops will beiieaily double, 'i I'e luiig h 
made luaikmoiselle dc la Moi£e; one of the queen's 
maids of hoiiout^ a present of two hundred thousand 
franks, winch will soon get her a husbiiid, Monsicm 
de lidtizun has refused the baton of otanihaf of I lanci, 
wlnrh the kiDflf was ptcasj d to offer him lit said he 
had not nurited it, that, fnd he seived loi n h( 
should esteem it n-s the greatest honoui > but li< v i* 
resoUi^d not to actept of il bpt tii the loitnnon wa). 
D*Hieti[UCvillc has hy In'* mten at piocuit d si\ thousand 
Inresa jfai un eaKlmai de Ikti*, it is tiom tin same 
fund IS the pension gnen to ti' t odinat <lf Ilou ilon, 
c\c<''pl til It he IS not oblTgid to tlu cities loi n 

1 i II1 R I \I\ 

n> nil- sStt’L 
<* 

Tans, T ti L»> 11^11, ] (b *7, lf>*, 1. 

Tut Rhone, niydcai clnld, lungs stiangtiy abtut m\ 
heart, I b* ’ust sou aic safe os r it, but still 1 should 
be beUci pleased to iic.a it tioiu yoinself, and u it tor 
the jnulhgfiKC with in jn>pat'ciKs of a piece wiin all 
the lest, Wi suppose vou got to Ailts K ■‘t batuiday 
vs e suppose tliat nurti u ui sU (•! nm cine os fai as 
3aint l^ptit to iniet sou we suppose he was^^^stijovcd 
TO sie >oa, and hast \oa with bun am: wc suppose 
you made you entiy into Aiv on WtdiusUay, and 
then we iuppotju you svtrc vtij much tiud. 1 or {fca- 
vtiA sake, rest youtself, ketp in btd, and ucover 
ourself, and let mr knosv fxattly how you aie Your 
Vememhiance makes the toituut of those sshom you 
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favbu'r 'y'bar„l_iA'e ', 

io B>y abm a^ ^iret; DMt we .ar6 very 

fiir . btfen iold jk tlwtfs^ 

liorVibib^stoi'f^^V^ mountain 

'6^.' hW f;hi'td/it!;,*^‘i*ii€yariot^r 
that itfust be,p^sed/ wher^^i^ wfieefe in "tfe.e ^r, 

t .» '■' ' * * 1 _ » , t . >'•*'. i,JL .V »' '■; , 
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-'" ' V ■, • 

1 HAVB that dear letter at/last !■ Ija you no^ sco how I. 
receive it? and with what emotion I^ead it? Yon will 
hardly expect me to be indifferent 0ri the Occasion.' Tiie- 
rank you hold in point beauty certaiiity subjects yon. 
to many rutij^ues. If you were not s6 handsome you 
might take yciur rest^ .You must determine: your sub¬ 
mission gives me uneaswess: do not yietd...so nnwh in 
fhis point; there is nothing, so andable beauty: it is 
a pre^nt from the Deity,', which we ought to pfeservts 
with die uinioss care. .You kno'iv w.hat,^leasurii^rtake 
iu your beautv ; I interest myseFf;^ it from a^rinciple 
of self-love, and earnestly recommend it to/your oar^ 
for’my sake ; for 1 figure to myself ths^ the people of 
Provence wijt.toolt upobine as'a v^ry Clever pbfsi^iage 
' to have produced that fJlife face^l't^ith ’|di,tts sweetness 
and rfejgdlarity. You seem to oe disp^^sted thac,y^hl 
iiojm; is liot awry ; tor part,^ho am Jn mysE?(5^Si 

T J - 1. -* at® ii..'’ _ . _.V _ 



eVei-y thiiig you dbi’", 'Ybur^do tibl seeha swfptiJ'^dat th< 
banks of the'J^hone,. ybu/l^ibk thierp-bcaufifidi' anc 
that the river is iu<irc waiter dnly^^ like btfeer ri^eris j foi 
lily part, I bav4'';Yfiry strange notions Oi amS 
reydy to Cry dwt'S^ith' tb« pc^t-:^ ;, ■ ' >.- 
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MiUf fourcm de iylng fonxvfxit ertte 

Qai inuu&nt d(>ft cor{i9 inorM^ et d** vieitx metu» 

V Au litu dr murmncrr, fkitt dat gemittexnrqg 

' V 

l^nglarle will give you an tipcoant of his visit to- 
Meliusma ; but in the m^an time 1 must (elt you, that 
fte went for the p^rpose^^f speaking his mind to her: 
he did it more readily than any one else would have 
done. Site is, I assure you, very much mortifit d, and 
very much abashed : 1 saw her th’^ other day, and she 
had not a word to say foi herself. Your 'absence has 
increased the afiection ot all youi friends: but this ab¬ 
sence must not last too long; and whatever aveisionyou 
may have to travelhng, you must think of nothing bat 
preparing to encounter and endure its fatigues. I have 
told M. de la Rochefoucault what you think of the fa¬ 
tigues of others, and the attention you pay them: be 
has given me a thoa<.and rtmembiances for you, in so 
kind a tone, and accompanied by such delicate praises, 
that he is worthy your regard. 

I sh«ill make your compliments to madame de Vdlars; 
she has begged*to be nitmcd in my httei^. I ibank you 
for mentioning Brancas. You doubtless saw your 
anntf at Ht. Jb^prit, and was received like a queen: 1 
beg, my dear, you wiU let me know all about it, and 
tell me something uf monsieur de Grignan and monsieur 
* d*Aries }. You know that we have laid it down as a 
maxim, that though Iriding details aie disagieeahle 
from those who are mditfeiei^t to us, they ai^ pleasing 

• “ Th‘a ilVfr is formed by a thousand itreams of blood, wMth, dr«^ 
gjing III i(*« f ourse the bodies of dead men, aenda funb gmtms instead of 
nifurmui > f.t»ts»of the abbd de Ccmi, in his Temidv of' Peadi. 

f Anna d’Ornano, wfe to Fwoeis de Lorraine, count (I’Uarcourt, 
and sibtii to Maig>iret d'Ornano, motiici tu monurur dc Ciignan. 
h % rrancis AdhAxtu* de Monteil, ardtbi^op of Ades, commander of 
lihe kin^f s Oidcrs, uncle to M. de Gngiwn. 
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from those |<^vevyou*tp gjtwif Itt ^ich ©F 

thes§ lights with Maadhir^o 

datoue ,givo.#e ijEf^rrt'sf i^Joa^ore and satUfai^kjin 4h{^ . 
ought at leaa£ i<> nuke mo better; iVlienever J Iteavanf >«i 
thiiijg 0:h4 Ijwi&biifor ycuo; you share in all my tboug^> 
and I aittttiTe in inyself the etfijcts nf % shieere 
ship. I embrace yfiu jncmt atifecfciorutely j do"the saihie , 
to toe oh'ydur part.. smalt retodmbraro my co** - 
ad^uipr: ' as^ for M de Octgn^; he,‘ 1 auppose^ is so prbud 
of having you with him, that he iJo ion^r ca^cS'fot 
any one el&e. * * 


LETTER I.XX. 


TO THK «AMS. 

Pari^ Tueadayg'March 0^ 1‘67J* ■ 

, I.' ^ 

If you were here, my ^ar child, you would certainly 
laugh at me. I am set down to write beforehand'; but 
from a very diderent reason to that which I once gave 
you for writing to a person two days before I could 
send mv letter; it was a matter of. iiiddference to me, 

t/ 

when I wrote, as I knew I should have no more to' say 
to him at the two days’ end, than I had then. But 
here the ca^ is otherwise. T'do it now fropi the regard 
riiave for you, and to satisfy the pleasure" I iCake in 
writing to you" every moment, which is the sole comfort 
I'haye, now left. To-day If am shut up by iriy^lf in 
m'y rooaft through excess of ill humour. Latu. weedy 
of ..^yery thing. I took a pleasure in dining here, and- 
still a greater.one i« Ji’riting to ybu out of season. 
Alas I you hirve none of these leisure ihonientsl I 

V 

w."ite, quite at my case, but can hardly suppose yod 
will he able to read what I write in the same - mamner. 
I do not see liow it is,possible^ for you to be ^ xamuXt 



"one a''ti^sWnd*-who 

wtid is never jjl^d.ol^J^eing with j:p«, ami . 
scarce)^' the,.eTJd^'of^'^-hjs -on tfie 

;iiatlier \si(fe, harangue#!, con^p^meh^J: ?HhI iio-" 

nolir^^aM you without e^ ;. ali f^s ti|ru$t be airW^^^ 
Indeed^ you have enough Upon 5'our hiSitids. 1 cooM 
; not bear it /nyself 1 n;- 4 fny little (Oirclc; ,Bnt what be* 
,-<Jorae9 of y6ifitf,^i£v,rAiri]^ l|i'doIeiili^;an:>Hl9t all this uoisr 
and bustle? tt,suffers mow; it retires into a cOrfier, 
just dead with apprehension of Josipg its place in ydd*’ 
heart for ever j it seeke som$ vacant monrjerit to pot 
y(m In t^'tncnibraiicff, and jusf^ drop 'a word to yo«' by 
the by. “Alas!” it says, “and have you then for- 

r *'{,1,* W'- V*’ ^ * 

goU^ff me >* Rcrneinber I am yodr oldest acquatyt- 
t^hce,; the friend that has never abandoned you; ,tlho 
faithful companion of your happy ‘iKnurs, who' rns«je 
you amends fdr the want of every pleasure, and 
whose sake you have sometinifes hated them. It was 1 
that pfeventccl your dying of the vapours,^ while you 
were in Britany, and dating your pregnancy. Some¬ 
times, indeedj your mother would break in upon our 
joys, but llien J knew’where la have you again. Now 
I khow not what will become «f me. TU^e*shows, all 
this pagfeantry, will be my death, unless you take some 
cafe of me-” Methinks I hear you .<peak jn kind word, 
to it as you go by; you gi\’'e h some Hopes oT possess- 
ing you when at Crignari; j^ut you are gone in inv in- 
sianV d.nd cannot find time to sav more. .Dotv-and 
Il&ason are with you, and allow you i^u a moment s 
,iT^se: 1 w ho have always so; highly honoured- these 
personages,"'ahi n^-quite out with Itbem, and they 
with me. Ilow'fen will they permit you to waste 
your'time in reading such trifles ,aa these? I assure 
you, my dear child",* I am coiltinhally thinking of \ou ; 
and I experience every day the'truth of what you oucr 



told ji|e, iheA* arecfrnaifi thouflits *\Jneh are nx>t 
To be dwelt ii}>«itb bat [nHse<l ovt r lightly a<i \‘mW6v- 
hk> nftlfc*!'* we WtJttld be ^4)^c^<^ in tears: that w my i 
c^^9. Ibr there is not a |}lar*e m the hoa^c w Inch doea tiot 
girr a,H}ab to my tte'Mfc'wlnn I bu* it. bu^ yoaf to6m 
dedls A dtittdiv blow from cveiy part of it, 
i have plaud a scucn m the middle bt it, that t may 
at W'»t take trbni Uie pio-pect fm- the 

from which I sAtv you into d’lUcijneMlIA 
fOvU, and tin n called v***! back again, I shudder eiety 
time I think how neir I wn&j,hidVini { mist*! on* of it 
aiier you, I w i^ Iiktly ennngh to h nt dune it, lor at 
tin es I ini not in inv «■( nses The < los i u lit re I held 
\ou list II* my -irms, v^ithont knO#n g nliat 1 didj the 
Cnputhins, where I used to f.o to nias«», the ttars that 
' fell so fist from my tves th it they wttud the ground, 
IS if water had been thrown on it, Sii it Mai^-S ma- 
dame de la iR'ayi.tte, ray return to the house, your 
room, that ui,*ht, the next tnoinmg, your hist letter, 
and every one wnce, and stUl 1*1 iiy day, and cveiy 
convfrsition oi those who Icit with me, an so man) 
ri membi mcers pi my loss Puoi d’HscquisjlU bolds 
the hist rank J shall nrvtr forget the compassion he 
showed me llnse an Ihi thoughts imtsMntly upper- 
mi t, vci thcsi lit to he pisstdovci, itbcims, we 
tr^ not to ahandon nuiseUca to oui thoughts, and the 
emotions ojf oni heart 1 bad rathe i hem tier continue 
ni) iei( ins on tnr km i of hie you aie jt vding^ It oc* 
ca’*ions»a sort,of divtis f n, without nraking me abandon 
my principiF, my beloxcel object. I do then thmh ctf 
you 1 uii always wishing foi hueis fiom you One 
Wish ol thi% natnio, when gratihed, rs hllowcd by an- 
<*tlH t contiiiually I inx in this state of expectation 
pow, and simil go on with my kttci, when 1 have re** 
ceivtel out from you My dc ucst child, t really 
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abuie yow pafieHoer i was willing <"0 mduigC' m/r 
•elf far pnce befoiehaiul: my heart stotxi ur peedpf It; 
ta 1 will not make a pjact»ce of tbn. 


tEmn tXXL 

^ 10 V^L SAU& 

Rjii", Wt,dn«6^aj, M jk*!! 4, 16? 1. 

AhI Aay diai child, what a letter^ What a dtscrip- 
don of the condition yoil. hav^ been in’ how sadly 
ahould I have kept my wonl with you, had I madt jou 
% promise ot not being teriihed at so much dangei ’ 
I know it 18 ovei now, but it is impobsible to think of 
your life having been so neai to its end, and not shud¬ 
der with horror: and monsieur de Giignan to kt you 
^ steer the boat, and when you were 1 ash and veoiuious, 
to take a plensuie m bemg stiU more so himself, in¬ 
stead of slaying till the storm was over’ one would 
think he wished to c’sposc yoiu Oh, Htaven'^’ bow 
much better would it have htt n to hive had a Uille less 
courage, and to have told you plainly, that, if you 
were not afraid, be was, and not have sutfered you to 
have passed the Ehone in such weather! I cannot 
think what became of all his tcndernt<^s for you at that 
moment. Ihe Rhone, a u\ei that sinkes everv one 
with diead! the bridge of Avignon, winch it would be 
wrong to pa^^, even with the mo’>t waiy priCt.nti6iii 
and behold a violent sc|ua)l of wind throws you on a 
sudden under one of the archts ^ Vi hat a miracle that 
you hid iiot bttii dashed to pieces, and evciy cuaiuit, 
Jiowned in an instant • 1 tirmbie whenevci I think ot 
Bpl have waked in <mch flight and divUc'^s that 1 have 
Sen scarcely misttc^s of luvsclf since, Po you still 
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look upon th« Khdiie ns rw more tlMm a c^«n\«o^ rivef^ 
Wene you not;, t<*Il me iraTy, greatly terrified At 
prospect of death, so near, and seemingly so fnovitable? 
Will you not another time be le'^'s tlaring ^ Has not this 
adveiiturh exhibited the dangers of the scene in their 
true light? Tell me how yon felt. ,1 hope at least you 
returned thanks to Heaven'bn your knees for your de¬ 
liverance. I shall eonie upoh M. de Grignan for thiil. 
The cuadjutor too sliall have hi* ghaiv: he was scolded 
even about the monntain ofTaraia; but that appears 
like the plains of NefBour% to me now. ‘Monsieur 
Busche has been to seV me; I "^hought I should have 
thiown my arms around the man*s netK, when 14XMa- 
sidered how safely he had, conveyed youi 1 held hhn^ 
a long udiile in discaui.se; askx d him how yon looki^^ 
how you were; and then dismissed-him ■with something 
to drink my licalth. This letter will appeal verj*- ridi- 
culoij* to you; lor you will recfovt it at a time when 
the bridge of Avignon will he quite out ol' your head. 
And must I still think of it ^ Tim is one of the mis¬ 
fortunes th It attend a distant correspondence: but We 
must leconcile ourselves to it; tbeic i^ no resisting this 
inconvenience; it is natuial, and it would Ine too great 
a (onstiamt io endeavour to stifle smh thoughts. We 
should alnays €mt(i uuo the state of mind a person is 
supposed to be in at the time be is replying to any 
thing that iateix«ts the heart. If you obseiv^ this 
maKiin, yoft will make frequent excuse* for me; I am * 
expectiffe yuitr account ot laliat passed dutfng 
stay Arlfes. 1 know you must have seen a gr&aif^ 
nmny people there. T)o you not loye me now, for. 
making ^ou Ifurn Italian^ What service it was of tp,. 
you w'lth the Tjce-legatei Vour description of that-* ■ 
sc'-'ne is excellent. But bow little was I pTeasfgd, 
the rest of your letter! Hott*ever* I will spare you tht 
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or thiat ^tctnal.th^p^, the t>ridg^ >if Avrgaon, 
wlhiW 1 1 «hall lae^iorget.Ttk. 
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LETTER LXm 

X. ■' 

TO THIS-«AMP-* ' 


Parisji'tlrtday, Murch 6, Ififl. 

It .is DOW the 6 th of ^larcli, I .ehtijiat you to let me 
know how you are. If^you are welh you are ill; if 
you ai’e ill, you are weU. Iri^ee^h n‘y ‘lear chihl, I 
wish you to be ill, that you might ho well, at least for 
some time. Here is a rulclle, very dillicuU to be solved ; 

4 hopi^ however that you \\ill explain it to me. You 
*'have given me a.most delightful account of your entry 
into Arles; but.methinks you must stam! greatly in 
need of rest: you have'the,faligue.s of the whole jour¬ 
ney to get.over; and how will you find time to do it? 
Yon are there like .the queen ;,>siie never fakes re.sr, but 

• ^ — y. \ 

is always as you have bcetr lately yon must endea¬ 
vour then to acquire her spirit, and hear with patienc e 
t^ie load of ceremonies you are, to undergo. lam per¬ 
suaded that M. de Grigloan i.s deligined with the recep- 
tion you met with. You never say asiy thing abniit' 
him now; and yet it is a subject, respeciing which 1 am 
a little curious. As for the coadjutor, 1 suppose he v\ as 
drowned uirder the hridare df Avignon. Heavens/* how 
that hideous place still runs in my -head* Tel) n»e 
:once more, will not this make vou a littW lessl^ventu^ 
'^18 ? ^ Xm^ will always sulier by snciv rashness: .fit¬ 
ness your first pregnancy, and hoi-V it Jiad Dearly cost 
sie very dear, as well as.you. 'Ifie^Wione is pass^b 
that is certain; but I Sm m oobtinual apprchcnsion lest 
rou shoukTbe for.^climhing some precipice, and nobody. 

[o hinder you from doing it.'" My^ dear child, have 
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wmp compassion oomc* il* \on bAve noua on yoorself,, 
de Cadttou‘''‘tf^s toacbman put*» mli ofUn in 
nund of tbe caidma.) do KiuN. Ah* Rl. Bvsfhe, xvbat 
a chatflpting man aie jou’ I told you hoW VoU ^ 

him 1 am fjcr-^uaflod poor C'tdcrompfie will die 
sOon It IS hiWI’dIy known hoifla whither she is living ct 
dead t shali tvU ajl about hti, d it be woith telhng* 
Corbmelh wi ites (Ac woiuh r< about you • Ibut wha^ 
gives Jnm the'greatest pieasun is, tint he ttJfhks be 
<an ptieine tint ^ou lovi me; and ht Insjso gieai a 
leaud for im, tint he is elias-med to hmi otbeis of the 
#>anK way of thinking with linnw?lf JBut how h^ppy 
dots he appi ai to me to havi sieii \ou, touched y0u> 
to ]ia\e sat ami wiote by you* U ^'is some batislbc* 
ttoh to you likewise, I ftattir mvbtlh u> ste ,i pei&on» 
ssbo IS so imuh iii\ bund, and wli^ I a^Mue ^ou, is 
110 It»s voois 


ritoM MeiNsii I a oi si vios.^ 

1 i VI r ftic oppoiturut\ <( '-t^aiiiig o it b^twiin the 
acts, to Id you know tli |t I un lume ito u a most 
dibi^htful tonreit, composed of the twoCuiijs's nid 
\fj<r. 'iou in ‘ensibletlu* tin usual ^Ikct of music 
IS tbit of soflmine; the soul, ihun^'K ! have iii» ocea- 
Sion fi>r that with nspect to you, \tt Ids it umwed 9,^ 
thou^tuid lit’ie ciicumstances ol Undtruess, that one 
would hive thought I'vtingui'ohcd by So long a srpara** 
uon asoujs has Utri i>ut do^^ou knew uhatioqlpany, 
I haie been m ? There weie uiadtinois» Hl de f f'nch]^ 
q^idame de la Sablwre, in ideinoisene ifi bumub, ami 
mad one dt Mmiimrau, ail Imt Wgftlur at midtmoi- 
sillo de Remond*9. Afiei tins, if you do not thmik ifte 
i tiiie lillow, you aie to blame, hii have not the 
-mm ua I n on ^ouj side is they hasi, <'iure you Cati- 
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not Kf my black wig where yon are^ vi hicli makes tne 
look frrgltifui; but 1 shaii have another to^morv^w, 
which wtil inake ameod<t fur alb set me off like a 
Cavitliera Oatku». Adieu* I give you joy of 
(escape from tbe Eb^ne, and of your leceptbn in your 
kingdom of Arles. I made inoriMeur de Cendom* shud* 
deo by tc^hng hitn your athenlute; he has a bincere 
aegard for you. 


M%DAM£ DE a^ICVt. 

« 

r 

Wt are in pain hcic to know if you can keep fiom 
langhmg when you are harangued. 1 am undei some 
aj|)prebensions for you upon that score. If 3 our actions 
are of a piece with your words, the good folks do well 
to worship you. The number of those who coinpti* 
ment yon by me, and desire me to let jou know it, 
and beg to hear fiom you* is iiifinitc: 1 siiould have 
my face as much ruffled as yours, were I to embiace 
them ail. I shall commiinKate 3 ’our accounts to Hian- 
cas. Father Bourdaloue’s sermon this niuining was be- 
yornl any Mb ever preached betuie. The couit is going 
continually to and from Versailles: the dauphin and 
M. de Atyou aie bettei. There h iat<* ncw<» for jou* 
Mad. de la Fajette, and the company thit are gene¬ 
rally at her house, beg to have then f 1 lendshijs for you 
retnembered, and desire that you will h^ve a little foi 
them. Mad de U laj'ette says &he should ht^ highly 
pleased to act foi a whi'e the part you are acting, if for 
the sake of change only ; 3 011 know she is apt to be weary 
of the satae thing. M. dTJse^i r charmed with the hs 

aftofKar^s liUhop of Meawt. 

Janies Adbiftnar do Mcintril, lisUop of Use?, mtcuc to M. 
’CHIl'nan. 
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aoQrs Uiat are paid you; aud is sure* that* since the 
days Samt Trophimus *, thcio nev^i was such a niece 
as }oa. Madame de Touiville is dectd; iiWuruile 
weeps The pinicessi » at rhattaurotint ad 

tas annoit Voar dauglitei is a handsome little dearj I 
io?e her* and take great care of hei. 

LP/rTJbR ixxin. 

lO THE S\ME. 

' PftTts, 1 iidiy* MariK Jl* 167). 

1 AM Still Without A letter; I may piihip'^ receive one 
bcfoic I seal this, think, my dtai ihild, tb^jt it is up¬ 
wards of a wLfk since 1 have beard the least tidings of 
you, and that to me a wf ek is an ige. You have been 
dt Arles, but 1 haxt not heard ol joui aiuvil there ftom 
^miisdf A fljtntlemtii t of tint <ounti^ t UmI upon 
me }estuday, who was piescnt when you aiiuid thete, 
and j>aw you plating at piiniMp, with V^ardts, Bindol, 
and anothti pttNon. ( wish I could till you in what 
manner I itcencd him, and how he appiarcd to me* 
attei having sten you np longti ago than la‘*tTl uisdiiy. 
You were much stppined at the abb^ de Vins's bting 
able to kavi JNI deGii^naii, lam much inonje so at 
this man’» beuig aide to lease you. he found me with 
lather Ma-scaion, whom I hid invited to dinner, as he 
preaches in niy paiisii, and c^mc to see mo the othei 
day, I thought it would be right to act the devotee a 
little By showing him thit> civility, lie come^i fVom 
Marseilles, aijd wia ijuite pleased to hoar us t.dk of Pro- 

* The first iMuhop of ArfaWn 

t f Lira Giutti^ntiua tk Maille Brez^, lok to Lewis of BouJAhsi, 
jViiKe of ConM 

X Mjrawar de Julu'its 
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V^lttClp. I llOTC Ic wind too, bv otlKi hd^ids, thot \<>u 
hatl1:vvo ot thut df’^pnK* s*ace yoitixA\e 

bciptr iJuft ]VK de*tr < !nld/ thete is tio possibility of 
bt!Ui(/: m Pioveiue, tMthoat mi«ting ntlh sonir q^ilucLy 
orr ident But pt iliaps iluic* wiay b*e no tiutb m wh it 
has htcn told me ; so I will wait till it w confiinud by 
your^'dl, bftoi;t J give my advice ou the subject, I 
asked this geiitlemao it ^ou viere not Vi ly much fa- 
tiguid, and lit <in wtrtd lint you looked exticmelj 
handsoint , b ii \ou knt»\v I am clcai-sighted than 
Olhfis, withie ))i< t to \ou,•and liouM pUm^ ptrccut, 
tluou titheiipiais v, ihi'^on r< we ik and detect til J 
have Ind a cold hi s me ehys, loi winch 1 luce kept 
my loom dinosi all ynin tnends took die opportunity 
of e,oniinl[( to te nu tin nhhe Tetu"^ de‘sii<tl me to 
I paitK 'i nil lit ion of 1. in viun I wtole to you, 
ImrtrkiHu m absent ptiwoii m) tiul\ pit^eiil in the 
lu 111 ** ot otheis, it IS ronaek it'.U'^d foi youwll. 
You know, W{. lived to Imd we could do vtiy well with¬ 
out mn hiciuLwhCii the > Wfu gene , but then is no 
doin^ wiillioiK\«m nis while lie ive’ejlosed iii tak¬ 
ing oi vt»u I ind J *e( k the (onti inv ot those niohi who 
iMe n t ) DM lui sf But do not im i »■ su that I make 
in> cll iKbri'hms bv it , to, m the nist pl'vte, the '« b- 
jeet i iiAt vO in itsell, ind then 1 know pcitictiv well 
my time, pi ce, and persons, and what is piopei to be 
aid, ind what not Yon see I c in peak pittt> well of 
injsi Jf now and (1 tn 1 btg paidon foi it ol Bou^da 
lone *attd IKlascw m, for 1 to hear one or the other 
every inotiuing* and the tentli pait of ihe glonou* 


* 7^iU|, IkUah author of s IkmiI um 

i^<(nni\ m V tJ Pat </the botpturet ami Juihn^ }l< i a 
Sin^bf r < i the Fret cH Atadejnt vfc nlust Ti6t ^ intjiiitJ h m >Mtk an 
al 1 f r^ty, iilio «fcS. < f iht *■•^1 iP Acad* n s, hut 1 1 wl nn i'kip 
ikR^Ui- ti/^kti8t ra uuen in iii> ot m dvit do 'ivi ms La i *rs 



tlaey sav, is tno»e than sflfficiont to foam |ft 

saints 

I hare just received year letter* fti\ tie'lldiild, 
'%hicli^ shall answei with ail imaginable speecij^ tor il 
I'j vu;y late, tins iv the* ad\aiitage ot wrjtinjj betfAr^' 
hirvd I plainly perci tvo that what w is tqld mo 4^ 
specli «4 the aBairat torn tn^t aiinal waie not all truei 
these Imle disputes ut the townsoj <, wluu the 

people thwik of nothin^' v.>se, must »«.< essinlv^biing on 
a inultiti* K* of explanations th »t neextiimwlY tiusoine. 
I" it, mv lad\ < oii'itt'.'*, art xou not i tnv i xtiaoith- 
iiaty puson ige to show nu h tUis as t<in tlo ? whcie is 
}Ourpnmiplt ol stcmv hn liiosi )on love ^ ywi 
jenienibei wlnt tioiibh uc ustil to liive, to *ft a sight 
of the due onI\ ot one of i\I. (h to yinl' 

Voo think to ippias# mt by llu p'o-is v m btstow 
upon me , iiid u the same time lujud imi about Irke 
•ih Holland ^laette^ but 1 will hin niy nniij'e’ You 
foncilall tilt imd thtngx J write to \om vou lutle 
bijgigej but 1 show those 1 ut«ive i om m>u, now 
lid ilitr, to }. iitKiilai f iimk 1 do n>t inti nd thtitfr 

oplc 'jhaJJ think I line iji^n terv n< n iUatli, and am 
* I lily 111 teals, Hn uh}m ^ fnr u hast: aisr m ' I woidd 
IL \eil' en that ^«u love nn, mil to it il you posstss 
ms wlioii in ait, J hate it hast a j»art of \oni'*i 1 
sii lit dtincr all \cm lompbmtnts , €V( ly one asks me, 
m not I mt ntiom d ^ J answer, Not set, but smn w ill be 
Iiv and l»y. Thtn au moini 11 d'Onm hsan, Iqk 
and unny olhtrs ot tlir sioit stirnp, wlio <rowd arovmd 
me to lemembrance from sou; so that aH ynu 
^nd me aie pntiently (hspa<itd oi; and no woniln, my 
dett tinld, for yoti ate tnilv nttiable; tbete no one 
liKt joo. ThH bowjeycr \ «Mi may^ooctal, for buicly> 
fciiite ]Sn»be *, never moiln i t dktd ai 1 do. Ax for if 

* hioty, inOvil, M uii. |> r> 
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de Gngnsrn, he may a<)buru hrnibtlf, should I ever lay 
bold of his wifi', I bhall not reodily gi\c hcv Back 
«^am. What! not even to thank me for surh a pie- 
tenl! nor to tell me that he rs traiisportted with it! He 
writes t6 beg an inestimable favour of tne j and then, 
hin I have granted it, never once acknowledges it! 
However, 1 can easily suppose him overwhelmed with 
business as well as vouVself: my anger weighs but little 
with me^but my lovr for you both a groat deal. Your 
letter is ^ciy intertain’ng; it is a pity you had not 
time to say luoro. Good*heavens ! how do I long for 
your letters! n is now more than half an houi since I 
received one. I have no news for you : the king is in 
good health ; he goes fioin Vtrsadles to St. Ciermain's, 
and from St. (ileiuiain*s to Versailles: everything re¬ 
mains as it did. The queen perfoims Iut de\otidns 
very frequently, and goes to llie elevation of tiic ho^t. 
Father Bourdaloue continues to pieach; no praises are 
ailequate to his merit. Our abhe had a little dispute 
the other day, before sermon, with tnousieur de 
Noyon who gave him to understand that he ought 
to cede his place to a person of the house of (’lerment. 
We laughed \ery heartily at this title taking pieced- 
cnce of an abbe, at cliuich. We reckoned how nioiry 
kevs t had been in the house ofTonnerie, and c.mvas- 
Bed the good prelate's knowledge in point of peerage. 
I dine every Fiiday atdc Man^* t, wdth M. de la Koche- 
foucaulGmad.de Biissac, and Boiiseiade, who is always 
the life of the company. If Provence loves mV, 1 am 

* Frencwilv Clermoni ToiiPtnr, biskop ai«l voiuit deNojoo,, petr 
of France, and Cfltmtnandet nf tlir kiii^N tJrclnfi, 

f Tlw cross km are the proper ensigns of the cprticupal function, as 
weltas the nosier. * 

f|^lulibert Cuianucl <1« Bcanmanoi., bi^-bop of .*1. nr, comt undoroi 
dae Jung** Otdeis. 
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its most obddltent btimble servant; pray continue me ill 
its goo4 graces* * 1 shall pay my respects to it whenever ^ 
you proper. I say nothing to M. do VaVdcs, nor 
to my friend'Corbinclii, for I fancy tb#y are returned 
to Languedoc. I love your daughter fur your sake; 
for I do not yet find the bowels of grandmotherly aBec« 
tion yearn within me. 

LF/CTER LXXIV. 

TO THE S/LME. 

Pdris; Friday, March 13,1671. 

N 

To the Joy of my heait, I am alone in my own apart* ' 
ment, and writing quietly to you—a most agreeable sV- 
tuaticdi. 1 dkied to-day at Mad. de JLavardiii's aRer 
having been to Bourdaloue, where I saw the mothers of 
the church, for so I call the princesses of Conti and 
Longueville. All the world was at the sermon, and 
the sermon was wortliy of the audience. I thought 
of you twenty times, and wished as often that you 
were with me: you would have been delighted to 
hear it, and I should have been still more delight¬ 
ed to have seen you listening to it Monsieur de 
la Rochefoucauft was at madame de Lavit’din's, and 
received with pleasantry the compliment you senbhun ; 
we talked a great deal about you. Monsuur d'Am- 
hres was theie with his cousin de Brissac : he appeared 
greatly interested in your supposed shipwreck; and 
but one opinion prevailed jresptchng your temerity. 
Monsieur de la Rot hefoucault said that you wished 
iO*Hppflter courageous in the hope that• some compas¬ 
sionate person would hinder yow fi-om going ; and that 
hading no such pefsen, you must have been precisely 
in the situation of poor Scaramouch. Wc have been to 
the fair to see a momter of a woman ; she rtt uUer than 









liuiiQ i vShW'Rif'broutjht to bed tbe 
of two ^riorinoo? fkHdrrtk whotartieinVotbe 
aljrca-T(, wiib tiielr tifm^ VliiiTibo* . 8h4 i^^per- 
,4e0 g^Jantcss. i Itiiv*;, yo^t# ^lixiiitpjiriknts ib .tfae 

; df Kambiwjitlets, w^m st^ntryott^A rehlro. t 


li,aye*t>if.eH at niadamo du F0u% at'^'daiiie ' 

. do MaiIjkn«%^fiC»r die thijri! tinje I often ssih^l.e wiVr 
iictf at fchk pleasure J:take'm tbihgs; And 

iipW'* siibuTU yoy itappose that the^que»'ri*K vt^;|!f)a[t«n a»c 
;aijt ftm mad, you \yoidd fiei .i!«ppo^/;aftt»ss.,\ for^about a 
.^^‘b since, inesd. de I.udrk, C</etloffbo* aod Uttie RU- 
vroj^ were hiueti by a <loj? 3)efobging to^nieobon, which 
hi^s since died rna<| i ,ih) that do i^iidi'e, Coedogon,* and 
, Kuyroi, are Set out tbis morning for Dieppe, for the pnr- 
of batbingih the salt water: it is a mehtficholy; 

' jpuniey for tlieni, l-kmsiii ade w'as <juitc in despair^ 

..bon would not go, though she W'as slightly bitten; but 
,the,tji)een ^ill not let her bo.iri waiting, tilt it* is seen 
how lliiv! adventure temnna|eit«„ Can you'fancy d6 
Lltdre an Andromeda ? For my part, I think I see. her 
.bound to a-rock, arulTreville on a flying horse, slaying 
,tbe monster. / /fn/ Cot, viaiame de 'Grignartf vat a 
Mng it is. to pe troxvn lUtket intQ'te sea * ^ 

" Jiere is a budget full of nonsense, but not a syllable 
yet-,frOiTii you : you iiiay suppose that I can guess at 
what ybo are doing ;, but llm state of your hettifli and 
your mind is too pivi-ious fur me to rest satistied with 
mere conjecture. '1 he most trifling circumstances that 
relate to ihu,se wo love are as dear to us-as theiconcern^ 
of Others about whom we 5Uje-irrc]iflerept"^rt£^tt^ubiesonae. 
In iklafr^th we have often agreed. I^.a’vauvineuxsends 
',y^<yu aWoh*and compliments; lierdaugbter hjaabeen very 
invalid so lias mattsd*ATpajoii: take notice of aH tliis, atvJ, 

, A * 

'.>» mad. de,V'<lrntiSiI likew'se, when’ vou have lel^.uie. 

' r . ' . -k^ '■ • 

i * t..,' 

''' b«(liV*3 ,vay of speak'iijjf' 



M\DAM5 ShiriCfSth., . 

t '4 »'mU yrt»i a iKtei M. Con'Jonv wiucK 1 fecfftJv^sd 

mcldsfd in a vt ty pretty note. Yuiir bfotber wears* thtA^ 

r f)f Ninon * ; 1 uK'i'ih thej mav do b»m ito btUml* 

Tlnjie aie minds that Btiuddci at ^tjeh tiv**. Tliia 

Nioon t oiTu^Kid tlje moral*! < f luh ialhcM. Let as ct^m- 

mend him to t>od. »\ Obristian, oi at leist one^lio 

'Vthfies to be 4 Chri'itun, cannot si*e ihiwe int-i^iiiaMties 

uitlioift cou{<in. Ah, Honrdalout ' wh »i divme tnUU? 

tlid yoittell us to-day on the subjett ofd all) ’ Mad de 

)«\ Favttie was tiwie for t^e firs»t time hi her bfe, and 

^'ias overt oini: with ad nn iliop : j»ho rs hij'lily llehuhtLil 

with vour tenulubtandu rfhci, I have made lier a 

Diesent oT .1 fine copy of youi picture ; il Oinunehcs a 

loom m which you aic never forgotten. Ibyon no stUl 

in the same humour vou wcif in at b'Aint Mirv'n, ntd 

¥ 

presei VC my letter*!, we if you have not received one 
dated the 18th of Febrnarv. 

W0 

A fircumsunre took piare yesterday at madcinoi- 
selle'b, which gave me no smill pkasuie. Whoshouhl 
mine m but madarAe de tulvies, m all her airs and 
L^races! 1 fancy she expected I should have ofleied 
he! my p’ tee ; but, to say the truth, I have owed h r 
t littk j 5 »udgc for hti conduct the othei diy-, and now 
1 paid her with mteie!»t, for i did not stir. Mademoiselle 
was III hi d , madame de Glvres w as therefore oblig* d to 
phice herself at tht lower end of the loom, a proVoking 
thing to be '-uie. 1 lie piinces^ called for dimk , sotuc- 
bocly must piiWrit the ita[Am, I perceived madahlc 
de (>6vi^s drawing the ulme fiom her witheied hand, 
upon which H gave madame d'Arpajoih who-was above 
me, A push, whtdi she undtrsKiod; and^fHtJling off 
Iter glove, with the beat giate m the world, advanced 
a -ttep, got befoic the duciies*, fook the napkiii, am} 


* Ma T.DJVf ll»» yilfK’l 
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1 ' ? ^ ^ ■# 

' preilcnfed it, 'nm,dttch«si^ vrtuf perfectly embarrassed ; 

fox sbe h;icl rea'cbed. the upf^ end of tbe room, and had 
pnHed oil’ blir gloves, only to ha?e the mortihcatldd of 
jbdijg a nearer >vitness of mad. di’Arpajion’% presjendng, 
the napkin before her. d ain 

tiricked ; this pleased me bi'^mtely: it was nnchnfmonly 
• wdl done. Would any pne have thought of depriving 
luadame d’Arpajoj^ of a .fittle piece of honour, which is 
naturally her due, as being one of the bed^clAinber ^ 
Madame de,Puisieux was,very much diverted at it. 
As for mademoiselle, she did not dare look up, and my 
countenance was not ,fhe mosr settled. After this, a 
thousand kind things were said to me about you ; and 
mademoiselle was pleased to order me to tell you, that 
she is Very glad you escaped drowning, and are in good 
health.. ' ’ ' ^ 

1 shall give you the two volumes of la Fontaine; and 
be as angry as yon please, I insist upon it that they iiave 
some entertaining passages, and some very dull ones. 
We are never satisfied with’^having done well,, and ixi 
endeavouring to do b^ter, we do much worse. 


LE^fTER LXXV. 


TO THB SAAIE* 


TV T » 

P^eIs, Sunday, March 15,1C71« 

■ MoNsiEva OE LA Brosse wialies me to give lum a letter 
< of, introduction to you. Is not this an excellkint jest f 
kj^w the osteein and .friendship l^^ivi'e for him ; 
you his father is one ;of ij>> oldest friends; you 
.know liie merits of them both, arid bate all vthc esieehi 
for them that I coultf wish to inspire you with i of uhat 
, nse lhen can my letters be to him? It is to me only 
’ that it can be of service, for it futnisUes rne w'ith an 





Hi 


opjiortumty of writing to you It u amusing enougli 
to observe what pleasure we take m conversing wiih a 
petson we love, though at a di&iance, and how tire** 
some it IS to be obhged to wi ite toothert> I thmk my* 
sell happy in having b<gon my day with you lattle 
Pecquet has attended me iW a horri.bie cold 1 have had» 
and which will be gone by the lime you rectivt this. 
We talked of you* and afterwirds I set about writing 
to you. I do not utidersutwl why the post should be 
so iriegular, and wrhy the people who iie so obliging 
a% to set out at midiu^lit wab my letters to you, should 
be so very remiss iii bilnging back >our answers The 
abbe and I are continually talking about 3 fOur alfiirs; 
hut as he gives you an iccount of ill that passes, 1 <(ball 
say no moic Youi health, yout rise, yuui alluis, are 
the three pimtipal subjects that occujiy my thoughts^ 
from which 1 druw an inferciicc thiL I leave you to re¬ 
flect upon 

Lrrmi lxxvi. 

10 THL S\W£ 

Pans, Wedresiky, Maich IS^ 1071. 

I HAVE received two packets at ^nce, which have been 
delayed for a f onsjcb r<d>lc time Tiy thc**c I, am at 
length informed from youlaclf, of your entry into Aix, 
but you do not men ion whether your husband wag 
with you, or in what nunuci Vaides iionouicd youi 
tnumplf; but you desenbe the tnuin h itself veiy hu¬ 
morously, as well as the cmbairassmtnt you were 
under, and your many m*ili1accd civilities I wisb^to 
Cod that I bad been ivitb you ; not th vt 1 should have 
done better than yourself, fot 1 liavc not so good a gift 
of fixing names upon faces, on the contrary, J daily 
commit a thousand blunders in that w ay; but X thinic 



lj(5i ^ * l^rrEiDi o-»* 

I could fiati* bt<• n of iiotnc as^^huurc lo j/ou-, at ki^t J 
»li<m!fl ha\i on uJe < urt^ ''jc!$citaugh, jt tnic> thixi hu<. It 
a uioUtpiicity of ttrcmoun-s -tiid ditCiit.ojjs \w ve|[5 t**** 
$omc. You <4h(tuld4 oex mWli-sH, eodcavoui not to be 
fktutent in Ally of Utcst jiuinK ^fnt nccpi^ianodate yoor- 
sti}« as much possible, to tho < uhtoins and the itiaii- 
nets of iho'^e ainottg^t whom you are to five 
An event ha« juat uK#’n plara, width enpos^eb llu* 
wliok t-onve»siiion ol Fans The king has orthrid 
moMsitui dt s ^ * to re3t^*u and to quit Ta¬ 

rn, imricdi lit 1\. ( \A you gut >«> the it^ason ? Fon bas¬ 
in ; < liPAtt d at pi and won upwaids of fne hiuuliid 
thouiand t lowu'* with* tVvIai caid#»^ The man who matie 
« anls wa> vNlkniincd by the king him^cti: he de- 
n)tcd tin hi t at llr^t, but, upon hw majesty’fr pronn*'- 
iiig him a p’iiK 11 , ht < 0 !iftSM*d that lie had followtd 
the trade hn a loq^ lune ► u ks Sw.uI, that iho adaii Will 
not stop linte, loi tliat'tbiro are wveial houi»^s which 
he used to luiiiiifh with thesi caHs. It wa-s borne time 
before the king took! pn vail ttpon himself lo dtsgrate 
a man of moiii^Hui dr qnabty; but as, for 

beicial monil*' fiast, svnj body thAt had |da>cd with 
Inin had be » m .* u .lUiei luintd, Iw thtiiiv,hi t could 
not in cOusf'i.m» do U *» iban bring sm h a bceiic of 
viHany to h^hi, was so peHteily nnsiot of 

hi^ twher^ancs’ earm, ’h it he always uuide •^tpi <f k m 
Upon the quttn of "pad^s, bteaust he ktiew the spules 
layalinttht otbti picks 'Mu King os touslantly l4««t 
oiu and thiitv upoi« clubs, 'iiid u^id to say, riulfs nover 
win agaii^st *p this eountis Ihisinan had gi\en 

thirty pt!»tohs*i nfadarnc do la V dberc's cKam- 

bre to ihiow all the raid'' they had in the house into the 
rivci, in the pft ui»tc that thty were not good, stnd had 
muodneed hw» own caid-makei. He was fiibl led into 
IhSa fipe vtiy of bfe by ortc Tiadfcr, who has Mute 

• t * 



. OB « IH 

H«3 S^ *'*‘*known hi »i>*f*lf nniocenl* he 
\Mnt(} ^uit'iiiUeiy ijh'hviitred hiiosoit' up«, aaii iim> 
^t»ted tipouukiing ht» bell iQ*^tea(i ofthn^ betook 

the i^4d to kiiDj^uodoc^ 9M tho surest wsv <oi the me: 
many^^bovktyef# a^vi^dhiut to take aj<»Umcy to 14 
Trappe ditei «:urh timfurtune. , ' 

MdU. d'Uuiiuiveb ha'* cUai^od uie with'*4 thou«tt])d 
good ui«(beb fiu yda; she K gom^to LtiK , where 4te 
Will iceeive ds (ii''rtV hnuoijis d.^ you dui at Ai\. Maw 
sli il UiiUtoud, ttivoii^h 4 puio teutivu oi' piet^» li inset* 
tUdvN ih h»s < iditoi-'. Ih* given up to them the 
{ niK ip tl pa* t oi inn |}ro{}i4 ty, btsiili s tialf tho ptobts 
oi iiin post {, to ip.Hpitte 4ie patment ol Uio diioarii* 
rhia is d imhli dulioin Mid stitmn that hi« \isits to La 
Tr u>pe hant not hutn witheat ttloct I wt it thi other 
day to no the dudiess oi Ventidom, slu- wns is iiand- 
s oiu as dll iiipjok *i’iK flm,liis> ot iNcieis idine Ml with 
In 1 In id ditos i vn^ ndituloudj. You inav ixiictc 
ino, tbi \«« Kin w 1 nil an aoiti ii*r of Ushnni Mntm 
had cioppid hii to il«o vtry estxiiuty of the inodo. 

You liiothti is ‘t hi Lerm ii, lit divnits his tinic^ 
with ’Viisoii, a voting dcUisn i, a »1, to no'tii whole* 
IX ,aeui\, \Vi lead him a Svld life. 

‘ r 

♦ Lj fitojjn i« a socMty ot nliguu n k* rfialafkiihk fui 
aiistMtiy oi ih( t lt\ f uml tUe 4i'>^'^Flnv p^aitrsf J feniuii^st 

hdd/ 

•t* lUitot b^i touti a liutek II iws'ti ot -Ih loosfli>’ , |) «hf 
M g 

J I L ^ 
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«Efnw 


i 

lltr MStte d«y M tM one* 

Befoas X semd aw»y ^my paeket, I ^aii reply to yoiit 
Xetter o# the c^ev^th# whieh t bateJuV receited* Yoa 
cannot possibly {S^ef so koeniy as I do^ the 

post* 

* ^ 

t 

iTROM JIOKSISCa PE BAEjttLON 

I inteebuFt yonr amiable mother to writ© two or 
three woids to you, whah if not very elegant wjU at 
least htlve the meiil of biving tiue* Know then, ma'^ 
^am, that 1 have aiwaja lt>v<d you moit than I^^ave 
ever ventured to expitss, and that if e^erl am king, 
Pro«en<je sb lit no longer httve a goveinante In the 
mean time govern well, and reign Witp mildmrfs ovci 
the peopU vtivom htaxen has subjected to your law. 
4dieo, madam^ 1 quit Pans without regret 

- i 

liaOAIi& DE siviOMi* 

if 

Boon Bafilloi) has interrupted me: lie 6nds me slilt 
unable to receive your leX^ers without tears. I cannot 
help It, my dcai child jf wish roe not to suppress them 
liovp mefermy a0c<tion, Ipve roe oven fni lay weak¬ 
ness > 1saVdl^ my^lf* X prefer my Mings to all 
ihe fhie sentiments of Cpktrtus oi Beileca* I am ten¬ 
der and adectionate even^to foiiy, yod^ie every thing to 
mo« roy dear child, X know nothing but you Alas ^ I 

e CQan»»|loiMif«iair» ««idatBl»nndw nidwcoano^ 
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iiii precisely in the cctiiilition you suppose; toad! of 
thnse who love and think of you. I feel this every day 
inord and morte. Wheh I met Mellusinai my heart 
beat with anger and emotion^ she.c^me up to me in 
lier usual ivay; Well, madam,” said she, “ are you 
very much grieved?” **^Yes, madam,” I replied, ''as 
much as it is possible to be!” '^Ah, .1 believe it; 
uell, I must come and comfort you.” ** You may Spare 
yourself the trouble, madam, for it will be to no piir- 
f)ose.” *' Why, are you not at home then ?” said she. 
"No, madam, I am iiev<‘r to be met with.” 'Thuseiid- 
e,d our dialogue. I assure you she is quite dehellatcd^ as 
M. do l^^mlanges says ; s!ie seems at present to have 
no tongue left. But to return to rny loiter?, wliich have 
not been sent to you ; 1 am very much mortified about 
It. Do you think they will be opened or detained? 
Ala'll I r'onjurc those who give themselves all this trou¬ 
ble, to con^idcr how little pleasure they will reap from 
*ho perusal, and how much vexation they will occasion 
to us both. Be careful at least, gentlemen, to sea! them 
up again, that they may come to hand one time or an- 
otlu'r. You ttdk of pahsting in description ; the picture 
5 ’ou draw id the (tress of the ladies of your province, is 
certainly as excellent as it is possible for description to 
be. You say .you wish you could see me enter ,your 
room, and hear me speak! Alas ! it is my greati^st de¬ 
light to see you, to converse with you, to list(*ri to you ; 
I destroy myself witii vain iongiru>P, and with vexation 
for nor .having gazed and listened to you more; 
though I lost few of the precious momenis that were 
left me, I am still discontented. I am a fool; that h 
bwyond dispute; but you are bonnd td love my folly, 
I cannot conceive how one can be always thinking of 
the same person. Shall I never cease to think of you ? 
■No! not till thought is no more, 

VOL. I. 
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LhTtEK LXXVm* 

, TO THE SAME; 

Pant, Friday* Mareh so* 15yi« 

Tuc coadjutor of Rhcims was with us the other day at 
iqnadame de Ooulanges*. 1 complained to him of the 
irregularity of the post; and he told me he too had 
been served in the same way; for he had written twice 
to you^ and had received no answer. He is going to 
Rheims* and madanie 3c Coulanges said to tiirn* 
"Kheims! what folly to think of going thither! >%liat 
are you to do there? you will be as weary as a dog. 
IVythcc stay here, and w'e will take a jaunt now and 
then together.” Wc could not h'elp laughing at this 
speech to an archbishop, nor could she herself; but 
though we did not think it very canonical, yet wc were 
persuaded, that, were the ladies to addres*, many of oui 
reverend prelates in the same manner, they might not 
altogether lose their labour. Monsieur de Ja Goche- 
foucault has asked me twenty times, whether you had 
received his sugdr«plums, and I told him all the sweet 
things you said upon the occasion. Instead of sugar¬ 
plums, he now sends you a story. He was told by the 
count d’lVitrces ^ that in his voyage to Guinea he hap¬ 
pened to fail m with some of the inhabitants who had 
been converted to Christianity, and that going one day 
into one of their churches, he saw twenty t^egro ca¬ 
nons, quite naked, with sc|oare caps upon their heads, 
and tlie oimmium t upon their left arm, chanting the 
service. He begs you will make s<mte reflections upon 

• Charles Maurice Ic Tellier. 

f An oroasnent which cauam wear on their left ana when they go 
to theur office. 
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this Singular ajvcnture^ and you muat not suppose 
tliay had any thing likr^ a surplice on them, but were 
as naked as they Here born, and ae black as so many 
devils. There my cbmmission is executed. 

Madame de Guise has made a faux pas at VeftoiHes, 
which she endeavoured to conceals she veas brought to 
bed at the four months’ cod of a poor little mlant, urho 
was not baptised. This is a warning to us to take care 
of oursi^ves, and not hide our faults when we h«^e 
committed them, lyiiacquevilk has sent you a very 
dioll song, that has been made on monsieur de Longue* 
\ili( , It IS in imitation of a lecitative m an enter* 
tdininent that you are not ac(]uainted with, but whicii 
>ou iiase heard me extol highly. I know it. and can 
. ng It very well. You have wiitten a veiy pietty let- 
t( r to Guiiot. 1 am pa<‘&ionatc)y fond of yoUr letters. 
If I possess the art of painting m words, and you that 
ot s<cing wlnt I desenbe. you will certainly not forget 
ih( canons of (tuiiici The other day. as father Des- 
maies ^ uas going into the pulpit* a billet was slipped 
into his hand) and putting on his spectacles, he began 
to read it aloud ; it was as follows : 

Dp pw inonv' igneur de Pan*-, 

On declare toils mans 
(juc IcuTii fciTiKK s on bawera 
Alklujaf 

lie lead above half of it before he dtscrovered his 
mistakej every one wa-. irady to die with laughing. 
You see we have wits among us. I suppose yoiiksiOW 
fh It mademoiselle has turned of! Guilloire; and poor Fe« 

* Piusi of the oratery 

t* IFis gr CO of Pins gives to know 
1 o every husband, hi^h and low, 

I iiat m uieir wives will kiss Alletii]a 

h2 . 
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grais is not very highly in favour; it seems they had 
both expressed their sentiments too freely on the afilair 
of monsieur de Lauzuii. Say something respecting ma- 
dame de Lavardih in one of your letters; bhc always 
speaks with enthusiasm of your meiit, and I feel with 
enthusiasm a molhcr^s fondness; if I do not tell you so 
as often as I could wish, it is from discretion ; but you 
occupy me incessantly; and w iihout establishing u 
rendezvous for the nmul, like m.ulemoiselle de Scuderj, 
you may be assured that you can never think of me 
when I am not thinking of'-jou. ,I'iv your eye upon the 
moon, which J behold also, and we siiall both sec the 
same object, though at the distance of two hundred 
leagues from eacli other. 


LH’rTKR LXXIX. 

JO JIIL S\Mr.. 

i’ails, Man ti 21, Ki/i. 

Is it not hard that your Utters should still be delayul? 
^lonsieur de (’’oiilanges has received hi'*, and has just 
been here to insult me with them. lie has shown me 
3 '' 0 ur answer to the extempore, which I thought so 
pretty that I read it twice o\er, with pleasine. How 
exactly you express my idea! This cxtinipore was 
made at one end of the table on which I w'us writing to 
you; it pleased me extremely, ami put me in mind of 
that in which I failed so dreadfully. Do you remembei 
how cruel you were tome on that day } You condemn¬ 
ed me without mercy, and not ail the entreaties of 
d'Hacijueville could prevail on you to grant me a se¬ 
cond bearing. I had committed a grtat fault to be sure, 
but to be condemned as I was, without judge or jury, 
%(a8 really very hard. Monsieur de Coulanges* was 
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./thO a good one. It is a pleasure to send you these 
trifles; you answer them so charmingly. What can be 
more provoking, than, after having written sometliing 
f.'iat wo imagine will please and aihuse, to have it pass^ 
cd by unnoticed, or at least received witli indifleren<Jis^ 
Yon are not so cruel; you are amiable in every icspeet 
and every where. How nnich too are you beloved! 
m how many hearts do you hold the first place! There 
are few who can say so much. Monsieur de Cou* 
lange^ is writing you the most ridiculous jetter in the 
world, but quite natqjal; it has diverted me extreme¬ 
ly. I was yesterday at monsieur dc la RochefoucaultV 
1 found him screaming violently; his pain was so acute 
that it quite overcame his fortitude, lie was sitting in 
his chair, in a violent fever, and delirious from the ex¬ 
cess of pain: 1 w as greatly concerned for him ; I never 
saw him in such a condition before. He desired I would 
inform you of it, and assure you that the tortures of 
tho'^e w ho are breaking upon the wheel, do not exceed 
what he endures half his life; and that he wishes as 
earnestly fur death as tliey for the coup de grace. His 
night was not at all better. 

I have ju^t received your letter, and am retired to 
my room, to answer it. After coming from any place 
where I have dined, I fly hither, and if I find^ a letter 
from you, 1 immediately sit down, and write. No 
pleasure is equal to this; so that I long with impatience 
for the days w'hcn the post comes in. Ah ! my dear 
child, fl’hat a dilfeience there is between my manner of 
receiving letters from you, and letters from persons I 
do not love ! You desire me to read calmly the account 
of your danger : I have been more alarmed, if possible, 
I'iOm the letters I have seen from Avignon and other 
places than from those I received from yourself. I en- 
ttr fully into M. de <jrignan*s feeling when he cried 
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ouf, Vogite la gaUre * You are r^ljy sometimes ciioug!* 
to diivc me mad ! If you bad ^concealed this adventittr 
from me^ 1 should have Heard of it from others^ and 
then I «hould hare taken it very unkindly of you. I 
shall be very much displeased with M. de Marseille, li 
he does not grant ouf inquest. Kolwithstandiiig all his 
fmc speeches, I ha\e no great opinion of the love he 
pretends to have for Provence, when he ntitlier does nor 
says any thing to put a stop to those 4^0,OC'0 franks, 
and makes such a fuss about trifles. 1 am his most 
humble seivant. 1 am extremely impatient to know 
the result of this. Madame d’AngouJiSme tells us she has 
heard you aie the most polite peison in the yrorld ; she 
sends 3'ou a thousand compliments. 1 dread my jour¬ 
ney to Britany moie than you do. Methinks it will be 
a second separation, gtu f upon grief, parting upon [»art> 
ing, absence upon abstnte. In short, I begin to be se¬ 
riously uneasy about It, it will Le towauls the btgin- 
ning Maj. As to my othci lournej', foi which jou 
tell me the toad is fue, 3'ou are sensible it depends 
wholly upon yours* If, 1 ha\e left u to you, and you 
have only to infoim crilaiqueville when it is to take 
place. Monsieur de Vwounc fias an e\ttllent me¬ 
mory, to pay me so haikncjed a compliment j piay 
make my respects to him, I shall wiite to him two yeans 
hence. Aie you not delighted w iih Bandoi ? Saj" a gieat 
many civil things to him for me lie has wiitlen a let¬ 
ter to M. de Coulanges, a ieltci that is like himself, per¬ 
fectly amiable. lait me now desire you to tal^e caie, 
oot to lose )om* money at pU}, through indolence; 
these losses, tutling as they may appeal, if often 11- 
peated, aie like small show'ers, which, by frcqnentlj 
falling, spoil the loads. 1 embrace you, my dear 
child, ami conjuic you to continue to love me; that 
being the only thing upon eaith that I am sohcitoi- 
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ibout with res[>ect to I Itttve many wishes with 

rc^rd to you: in shorty livefy thing turnip on you, of 
> ou, or by you. 


If 

LKTTRR LXJOj:. 

TO THE SAME. 

livitj TueuU]^ in Pas&ion-tveck, Match 24, iL7i. *’■ 
f HAVL been here these three hoars, my dear child: 

I set out from Paris with the hhbe, Helen, Hebert, and 
Marphise in oulcr to ictire from the noise and bustle 
of the world till Thutsday night. 1 purpose to remain 
in s»i ict retirement; I shall make this a little La Trappe, 
and pass my time in prayer and reflection. 1 am re- 
sohed to observe a stiict fast while 1 am liere, for 
iiMP}' ua>,ons; lo walk now, for all the time I have 
hit lie t to k(pt my room, and, above all, to humble my- 
<s( 11 biibie Cod. But what 1 .shall obsene moie stiict- 
ly tinn all this, is to think of you, my child. This 1 
lia\e not teased to do since the moment of my arrival; 
insomuch that, being no longer able to contain the sen¬ 
timents that fill my heart, I am set down to give vent 
to them on paper, at the end of the little shady alley 
you are so fond of; 1 sit upon the bank of moss on 
which 1 have formeily seen you lie. But, good God, 
v\hat place is there here w'here I have not seen you? 
and how do all these thoughts crovi'd upon my heart f 
There is not a place, not ,a spot, in the house, in the 
church, in the country round, or in the garden, where 
^ liave not seen you; and which does not furnish itie 
with some fresh subject for remembrance, and present 
\ou in a manner to my eyes. I think of the same 

* T1j(* name of a favourite hitch of matLme de 



LE1TERS or 


iO? 


things again aiul my head« in\ heaTt> my iniixi 

are all at work , bur m \ain 1 tui.ii my c\es, iq \am i 
look around. tbeiJeai ciiild that 1 adoit, is tuo lu(ii> 
died leagues fioni me—slie is no longer witli me: iIk^ 
I cannot forbtai bursting into teais. This is a 
weakliest, but 1 hare not the po\iei to resiSt a Itiiiiitr 
so just and so natuial. 1 kaov\ not hat disposition you 
may be m v\hcn \oil icad thu, chance niaj diuci a 
CO jour hand in an unlucKy inoiiuiib and then perhaps 
it VC ill not bi iCfid VMtli tin same spmt in \ihich it i*' 
wiitten; il so, 1 cannot htlp it; liowevti, it ^eivcs at 
present to iclieie me, and that is all I ixptrt from it 
Tht state into which this place has thiownmc is scaiei 
ly conctivablc. I bcsi ecu you to conceal my loibics 
fioiii olhtrs, but you ou^hi to love them yourscU, and 
to respett the tcais which How from a heart diU » 
wholly your own. 


LI rihR i.\xxr. 

ro IlJE S\ML, 

Livri, Huh Tliuj'sdo, Ma li 2G, 

IIm) I slitd as nniiv Itais foi inv sms is I h we on \o'ir 
account, since 1 have been luie, I should be m an (\- 
ccllciit disposition to ob‘«erve my ]^a‘*tei and jubiltt I 
should have passed my time luic in the mnnnii [ piu- 
posed, had not the icinembiaiK i of you haunted me 
mure than i thought it would How stiaiige is t*he iuicc 
of imagination ' it lepicsents things as il they weie ac¬ 
tually present to iis, we considei them so, and to a 
heart like muu, ^'.i^s la death. I know not whetc to 
hide my sc 11 liom y on. When m Pai i'*, the house tin ri 
renews iTi\ o'!lef daily, and Livii oiciwhelms me. On 
your pail, it is tiom an clioit ol memoiy that you think 
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of me. 'Provence c^npot set me befoie ;y our eyes, as 
every place here presents you to mine. I have expe» 
rienced something like pleasure here, even in the midst 
of my giief. The deep,solitude, the av\ful silence, the 
melancholy office of the day, the devout singing of the 
tenebiae*, and the solemn fast, added to the beauty of 
the gardens, ^shidi would cliarni you, .ill these have 
afforded me great pleasure. 1 never passed a Passion- 
week here before: how often have I wished for yon 
here ! but I am obliged to return to Palis; there 1 shall 
find letters fiom you. I intend going to-in6rrow to hear 
Bourdaloue, or Ma‘>cdron, on the Passion: I always had 
a gteat veneration for those devotional seasons. Adieu, 
my dear love, you will hear no more fiorn me from 
Liiri: could I have had resolution enough to forbear 
tvijiing to you from hence, and to have made a sacrifice 
to (iod of the emotions of my heait, it would have been 
ot moiL value than all the penances that could be im¬ 
posed: but, instead of making a good use oi thl^ retire¬ 
ment, 1 have amused myself with nothing but writing 
to you about it. Ah ! my chiltl, how weak, how wretch¬ 
ed is this in me ! 


IJiTTER LXXXir. 

TO THE SAME. 

Fori*, Good^Ffidaj, March 27 , lA7i. 

I POUND a large packet of letters from you, on my ar- 
j ival h^re. I shall answer the gentlcmeh when I am 
less employed in my devotions: m the mean time, endi* 
J^race your dear husband for me; I am sensibly affect¬ 
ed with his friendship and his letter. I am very glad 
that the bridge of Avignon falls upon the back of the 


^ An office in the Ronieh charch. 

'h 5 
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coadjutor; for { find it i\as he that made you pa^g k 
A s for poor Grignan, he was n*solved to be di owned 
with you, out of spite; choosing rather to die, than 
live with such unreasonable people; it is all over with 
the coadjutor^' now he has this fault to answer for alon^: 
with the rest. I am ^extremely obliged to Eandol, for 
hi$ $gfeeabte narrative. But what reason, my dear, 
have you to fear that any other letter should sot aside 
»your.s? yoh certainly could not have read it over a se¬ 
cond time. To me, who ha% e perused it w’ith the greatest 
attention, it gave real pleasure, a pleasure that nothing 
can exceed; a ph asure too great to be indulged on a 
day like this : j ou have satisfied my curiosity m a 
thousand things I wanted to know. I doubted Whether 
the predictions relating to Vardes were all false; I 
doubted whetlicr you had not been guilty of some 
omission in point of ceremony; 1 doubted whether the 
life you led was so dull as you represented ; but what 
will surprise you most is, that with ail the aversion 
which I know you have for relating little stories, I he. 
lietred that you had too much good sensd not to ^ee, 
that it is ♦•omefinies both agreeable and necessary, 

I am of opinion, that no subject bhouid be ab.soIutel\ 
prohibited in conversation; and that a proper discern¬ 
ment, and proper occasions, may introduce by turns 
every thing that ir^ proper to compobe it. I cannot con¬ 
ceive why you should «y you do not toll a story well; 

1 am sure 1 know fow that command more, attention 
thanyoum^lf: this is not the only necessary qualUica- 
tion« 1 grant; but whed that supplies the place of wit, 
and makes it impossible for yoit to say any thing dis-> 
agreeable, 1 think you ought to be satisfied with ac¬ 
quitting yourself as you dOx 

1 heard Mascaronon the Passion, and he made a very 
fine and afifecting discourse: 1 had a great inclination to 
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go afterBrards to Bourdaloue, but it was impossible: 
places had been kept ever since Wednesday, and the 
crowd was terrific. I knew it was to be the same ser¬ 
mon that monsieur de Grignan and I heard him preach 
last year at the Jesuits, and it was that which gave me 
so strong a desire to go: it was extremely fine, but it 
was only like a dieam to me. How 1 pity you in har¬ 
ing such a wretched preacher! bnt was that a reason 
for laughing^ I shall be apt to say to you, as 1 did 
once before, ‘'What tired! oh for shame!” 1 never 
suspected your being happ^i^with M. deGri^an; nor, 
to my knowledge, di<} I ever expres<i the least doubt of 
it; only 1 should be glad to bear that you w'ere so from 
^ ou or from him, not by way of infoi mation, but as n 
pkasing confirmation of what I so ardently desire. 
Without that, Provence would be indeed msuppoi table > 
but I readily believe, monsieur de Grignan takes no 
<imall pains to make you pass your time theie ns agree¬ 
ably as possible. He and I have the same feelings at 
heart. 

Marshal d'Albert has gained a suit on which depended 
forty thoushtid livres a year, and is put into the posses¬ 
sion of all that belonged to his ancestors, lie has ruin¬ 
ed all Bearn; there are. twenty families that had bought 
and sold for considerable who are now obliged 
to restore the whole with interest fi>r a hundred years- 
past. This afiait will be attended with dreadful conse¬ 
quences. But ikrcwell, thou httle demon! who divert- 
est mp thoughts every thing else; 1 oa|[ht have 
been an hour ago at the te^r#» 
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Pans, Tndi^, ^pnl 1, H 

1 afiiURNJBD yest<»ichj Irom bt. Gcimani wiih iniulamt 
O’Arpajoii. liveiji oiieat courtinqtmcd aftci \ou, among 
the rest* it will not be ami««s, 1 think, lo distmjjuish 
the queen, x^ho jcto^ttd nit, vml '\'*ked how my diugh* 
ter was after her aOaii upon roc Rhdiu 1 ittutiitd hci 
majesty thanks ioi llu honoui sft did \ou in n nitui- 
lining jou. JSl c loen desired me to it 1 hci in wliit 
mannti you h ul like to liaxt I cm losi J itcordm^lv 
gave hci an at count oi sour ciossiiig the iivri in a 
storm of wind, and that i suddtn gust had ihiown \ou 
under an arih, uithin in inch of one of the piles^ which 
if you had once touched, all the woild could not haxc 
baved you. But say s the ejueen, "Was hei husband 
with herf*' "\es madam, and the coadiuioi too” 
"Really/* said sic, ' they' weic gitally to blame * 
She gave two or thuc Alases' while I was talking to 
her, and said many obliging thing*’ of you Atierwarel', 
a Alim her of ladies came ni, and among the lest, th* 
yomig duchess of Ventadour, rery fine and ver\ baud- 
j»ome; it was some time before they brought ter the 
divine tabouret^ ; Ah, said I, tuin ngto the grand mas¬ 
ter f, why do they ttot give it hei, she has purchased it 
dearly enough t ^ He was of my opinion. In th# midst 
of a silence fti the circle, the queen turned to me> and 

* The taboiurt is a stool to ut oq la jicaaenca of the queen, a pri<« 
xilege never enjoyed but b} ladies of the Rrst quality 
■f* The ruuiu di Lude, grand ua&ter of the artilleiy. 
t Monsieur de \ ciitadour was not only verj uglj and deformed, bet, 
at the some ume, a great dehSuehec. 
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a«>kr(l me who my gramUdau^hter was hko ^ M. de 
(hignaii^ madam,” lepliod I; upon which her !na|e'»ty 
< vwlaimed, “ Indeed * I am *»oi ly for it and added, m 
*1 low tone of ^olce, ** She had better hate resembled 
htr mother or grandmother '^u you see buw much 1 
mn mdtbtul to you m making my court. Mar'^hal 
IVllefond made me piomUe to distinguish him from the 
crowd : I made your compliments to monsieur and ma- 
<lame Duras, and to messieurs dr Charot and Montau- 
sier, and tutti quunti, not to forget the dauphin and ma- 
demoiaelle, who both talked great deal to fne about 
you. 1 likewise saw madome de Ludre, she accosted 
me w ith an c'ccess of civility and kindm ss that surprised 
me, and talktd in the mo^t atKctionale manner of you; 
wlun all on a sudden, as I was going to make her a 
suitable answer, I found she was not attending to me, 
and saw' her fine eyes w'aiidciing lound the room; I 
piest nily [lorct ived it, and those who saw I took notice 
or it, wfcic pleased with me, amd could not help laugh- 
in,. S’u has been dipped m the sea ; the sea beheld 
all lui naked beauties, and is grown, if possible, mofp 
pioucl than etcr; the sea I mean, for the pride of the 
fan one was rather humbled. 

1 have been extiemdy diverted with our hurly-burly 
head*di esses ; some of them looked as if you could have 
blown them oil' their shouido)^. Ntnc^ t emd that la 
Choiseul was as like the Haunting hostess of an inn, as 
one drop of water to another; a most^ exoidJent sitnill^ 1 
But thak Ninon is a dangerous creature ; tf you only 
knew how she argues upon religion, it would make you 
shudder. Her zeal to pervert the minds of young peo^'^ 
[He lb much the same as that of a certain gentleman of Bt. 

* Sre the Letter of the 1 ath Maxell feregdng 

Ninon de I'Enclos, fainous tor W frit luod hec>thiokiog. 
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Germain tliat we saw once at Livri. She says, your 
brother has all the hiinplicity of the dove, tliat he is just 
like his mother; but that madame de Grignan has all 
the fire of the family, and has more sense than to be so 
docile. A certain person would ha^ e taken your part, 
and put her out of conceit with you on that head ; but 
she bid him hold his tongue, and told him, that she 
knew more of the matter than he did. What a depra¬ 
vity of taste! because she knows you to be handsome 
and witty, she must needs saddle you with the other 
qualification, without which, according to her rule, there 
is no being perfect, f am greatly concerned for the 
harm she does my son in this point; but do not take 
any notice of il to him. Madame dc la Fayette and 1 
use all our endeavours to disengage him from so danger¬ 
ous an attachment: besides her, be has a little actress*. 


and all the players of the to\^ ri upon his hands, to vi horn 
he gives supperts; in short, he is perfectly infatuated. 
You know what a juke he makes of Mascaron. 1 fancy 
your Minim f would suit him. 1 never read any thing 
more diverting than what you wrote to me about that 
man; I read it to monsieur de la Rochefoucault, who 
laughed heaitily at it. He dtsires me to tell you, that 
there is a certain apostle who is running up and down 
after his rib, which he would fain appropnate to him¬ 
self, as a part ef his goods hnd chattels ; but nnloddly 
fot him, he is not clever at enterpiise. 1 fancy Mellu- 
sina is fallen into some pit, we do not bear a single 
word about her. M. de la Rochefoucault saysbbesides, 
that if he was only thirty years younger, be should 
certainly have a great inclination for M. de Grignan^s 
third rifo That part of yonr letter, where you say 


V La ChampmN^. 

^ Tkr priest who preached at Grignan. 

% That is, to mad. de Gi^gfian, who was M.de QHgnaa^s third wif#. 
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he has alreatly had two of his nbs broken, made him 
liugh heartily: we always wish for some oddity or 
oiher to divert you, but wo very much doubt whether 
this has not turned out rather more to your satisfaction 
than ours. After ail, we pity you extremely, in not 
having the wonl of God preached in a suitable manner. 
All, that Bourdaloue ’ his sermon oft the Passion wa«, 
they say, the most pel feet thing of the kind that can 
be imagined ; it was the same he preached last year, ^ 
but revised and altered with the assistance of some 
of Ins friends, that it mi^ht bejwholly inimitable : how 
can one love God, if one never hears him properly 
spoken of ? you must really possess a gi eater portion 
of »^iacc than others. We went the other day to hear 
the abbe Montmort*; I nc\or htard a piettier sermon 
h)i Ml young a beginner: 1 wi-^li \oii had such a one in 
im room of your iMinim. lie made the sign of the 
lto'-s and give out hib text; he did not anathematise 
h b atniii nee, he did not load us with abuse ; he told us 
not to bo umh r any apprehensions concerning death, 
Miice it was the only passage we had to a glorious re* 
.nrurtion with Jesus C’hrist. We agreed with him in 
thi>, and every one went away contented : he has no* 
thing offensive in bis manner $ he imitates monsieur 
(I'Agen Without copying him; he has a mofiest confidence, 
!«• learned, and pious; in short, 1 was highly pheused 
with him. 

Madame de Vauvineux returns you a thousand 
thanks: dier daughter has been very ill. Madame d’ 
Arpajon embraces you, and M. le Camus professes to 
adore you ; and I, my dear child, what d» you thiah' I 

?—love you, think of you ifiOessanily, melt into team 
mn :h oftener than I wish, busy myself in your affairs^ 


* Art>‘rvi«nk bUhe^ of B^foaoe. 
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make myself unhappy about your thoughts of me, feel 
al! your disquiets and chagrins, wish to sutler them fot 
you, and, if it were possible, to letnove every thing un- 
plcasing from your heait, as I used to remove whatever 
1 found superfluous or disagiceable in your apartment ; 
in a word, think what it is to love another iiifliiitely be¬ 
yond yourself, and this is what I do. These are often 
words of com sc, and the expression is much abused ; 

^ but 1 repeat it again, without profanation, and I feel it 
truly ill Its full force. 

0 

LCTTER 1.XXXIV. 

TO HIE SAME. 

Pans, Fiidrtj, /ypril J, 1671. 

I SEND you a numix r of httcis, Ailiich I beg you to 
distiibute for me. 1 wish llie two that au* unsealed 
may pltase you ; they were wntUn oil hand , for )ou 
know I iie\er attempt to mend but I spoil. If we wcir 
nearer to each othci 1 iniglit altii thtui to yoiu fancy, 
for you know 1 always had a gieat opinion of 30111 ' 
yudgeraent. Ilut what can be done et surh a distance ? 
You have charmed me by wuting to M. le ('ainus. 
Your own good sense has made you act as if Castor and 
Pollux had conveyed my thoughts to 3 ou. I send you 
his answer. We laughed very heartily yesterday, at M. 
de la Rochefoucauli^ at the letter your bi other sent 
you. 1 saw tlie duke at madame dc la Fayette’s; he 
enquired very kindly after you, and desiied me to tell 
you^ that tie is going to the states of Burgundy, and 
that he shall judge, by the fatigue of his own entr^, 
what you must have sofifered in yours. Madame dc 
Brissac came in; there is an an of warfare, or at least, 
of ill-conditioued peace, between them, which enlncn- 
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»J US, We found they were playfng at cio'is.puiposes, 

« ^ou and he formeily did. Theic was a keenness m 
lU thib that highly amused those who hbscived it. Just 
then came m laMarans^, she smelled a rat. I must 
tell you what inadamc de la Fayette and I <aid to her, 
without having concerted It biforcliand, when she de¬ 
sired us to take her with us to spend the e^enlng with 
her son (. ** Y(^ will be kind euoogli^ madanij to 

hung me back in )iOui carnage/* said she to me.. 
Pardon me, madam, 1 am obligtd to stop atnudame 
du Pui-da'Fou*s/* a great he, tor 1 had been thcic 
befoie Well, away she goes to inadame dc la Fay¬ 
ette ; ** Madame,** sav' she, “ 1 suppose rny son can 
send me back in his carnage ’* ** Indeed, mad mi, I do 
not think he can, lor he ^old Im horses jtsU id ay to the 
ni'injuis d( Ragni/* 1 his was anolhci he, the sale was 
an mention of hti own boon alter, rnadame de 
bchomhi PC’ t died foi liti , and she was obligtd to go, 
and Utic both tins show of lo\t, and tht hope of sce¬ 
nic iui son with us. bhe went oil with hti luaituady 
tobui’.twith lagi , and thni inuliiiK ck layette and 
1 toriSLci iltd our two uiswus to you, unwilling to 
ornit anj. occasion of olltiing ajusls'cnhce to your re- 
vcngi. 1 took upon myself to give j-ou this account, 

» and we )om m wishing it may delight you, is much as 
it did Us. I am going to dim ca Lrncudtn. I shall 
finish niv letter this tvi mng, J will nor luakf it a long 

< ne, I am afraid it will fatigue jou. 

« 

luesday nii^t. 

1 h^^e dined en Laiajdina^et, oi r'lthci cp batmdin- 
* Met’ttsina 

t S>dicub (1 to call M d« ) il h Ji. 

t Wi li madatne dc L.viaruiti lit line hi.) lU the oniilitwlf 

>f t 3 in tht two won’s La a d a^t tuJ Baiarlmt^c, nhith *t 
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age. I have never seen any thing tike it; but though 
madamc de Brissac was m one ot her best humours, yet 
ihe could not supply the want of monsieur dc la Roche* 
foncault and Beneerade. 

The king has insisted upon a reconciliation between 
niadame de Longuevillo and Mademoii»cllc. 1 hey met 
at the Caiinelitcc, and ihcie it was elfected. Mademoi¬ 
selle has given Guilloir fifty thous^^d fianks; we all 
^wish she had done as much for Segrais. The marquis 
d' Atnbres is at length aikncwledgod as thedttng's other 
lieutenant of Gu) enne, paying 200,000 franks* 1 
do not know whether his regiment* is yet taken into 
pay; when 1 do, 1 will infoim you. Adieu, my dear* 
est love, 1 will not fatigue you, thete is reason in ali 
things. 


LETTER LXXXV. 

TO THE SaUlB. 

Pam, Satunluy, Apiil 4. 1671. 

[This Lettci, which is wiitun partly by madamc de 
Sevigne, and partly by her frierd madamc de la Troche, 
!»> wholly taken up with de&ciibing the new fashion of 
cutting and curling the hair, which then prevailed 
among the ladies ot the couit; a subject which, how'* 
e\ei entertaining it might have been at that time, and 
between the persons concctned in the coirespoiidence, 
docs not appear of consequence enough to' merit a 
translation.] 

impossible to presen e in English, uiid meara no more than that tue 
afternoon was spent in mere tittle'tat.le, or »hat ne call tea-table chat 
BavirdcTf to talk tdltf, to balile or raUli. 

** The legimeut of Chanipaguc. 
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LETrER LXXXVL 

TO THE 'VML.‘ 

Piiiui) WtJiicbdayji April 8* 1-67 

fJooD God! my ^ear cluW, how charming are your 
letters I there are passages in theoi worthy of the press’; 
you will certainly find, some day or other, you will 
hare a treacherous friend «ho will print theixi.^ You 
hare been, it seems, to\your devotions, wltere you 
found our poor sisters St. Mitry. You have got a cell 
among them; but take care you do not fatigue your 
mind too much; gloomy reveries .indulged in too much 
arc sometimes dangerous. We should pass over lightly 
painful images: you will find great satisfaction in being 
at a house vihere you were mistress. 

1 cannot but admire the customs of your ladies in 
Provence; the description you give me of their cere¬ 
moniousness, IS a finished piece in its kind: but it 
would drive me mad, and I cannot concene how you 
bear it. You imagine that I should do admirably well 
in Provfnce; far from it, I assure jou I should be 
i]uite rude 9 every thing unreasonable vexes roe, and 
M^ant of sincerity oftends me* I should say to them. 

Ladies, let us undeistand one another; am I to con¬ 
duct you back again? If I am, 1 desire you w’dl not 
prevent me, nor let us stand wasting our time and breath 
to no purpose: if you do not wish this pray spare me 
the ceremony of making the offer.” I am not in the 
least surprised, that their farcical mode of proceeding 
puts you out of patience; 1 should have still less pa¬ 
tience than you have. 

But a word or two concerning your brothel*; Ninon 
nii* di*»nii«'S>ed him. She is weary of loving without be- 
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ing loved jn relurn ; ehc has insisted upon hts return¬ 
ing her letters, 'which he has accordingly done. I ^^as 
not a little pleased at this separation. 1 gave him a 
hint of the duty he owed to God, reniimlcd him ol his 
former good sentiments, and entreated him not to stifle 
all notions of religion in his breast: had it not been for 
his allow'ing me this libeity oi thiovving in a word or 
two now and then, 1 should not have pinnitted a confi¬ 
dence with which I had nothing to do. But this is not 
all; when one side gives way, we think to repair it with 
the other, and are deceived, ,^'he young Mervellle has 
not broken as yet, but she w'ill soon, 1 believe. I know 
now why your brother came yesterday from the farther 
end of Paris to see me. lie wanted to acquaint me 
with an accident that had befallen him : he found a fa¬ 
vourable opportunity ; but when he tame to the point 

- it was a '*trange thing! the poor damsel iievtr 

had been SO entertained in her life: the disconcerted 
cavalier retired, thinking himself, bewitched, and what 
is l)ti*er still, he could not be easy till he had acquaint¬ 
ed me with his disaster: we laughed very heartily at 
him : 1 told him I w’as oMTjoyed to find him punished 
in the sinful part; he laid the blame upon me, and told 
me he fancied 1 had given him some of the ice that was' 
in my composition ; that he did not desire to resemble 
me in that particular, and that 1 had better have con- 
feried it on my daughter. He was resolved to apply 
to Pecquet to put him to rights again ; said the most 
extravagant things in the world, and so did* I too 3 in 
short, it wa-? a scene worthy of Moliere. But the truth 
of the matter i*!, this afiair has given such a check to 
the gentleman's imagination, that he will not come to 
himself again very ««oon. In vain 1 assure him, that 
the empire of love abounds in tiagic stoties; be is deaf 
to all riasoningon this head. The poor Chimene says. 
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she sees plainly^ that he no longer loves her, «and has 
ajiplied herself elsewhere for comfort. In short, this 
all lir makes me laugh, and I wish sincerely it may be 
the means of weaning him from a state so otiensive to 
God, and dangerous to his own soul. Ninon tokl him, 
that he nas a mere pempion fncasseed znsfiow. See what 
it 1% to kee[) good company ! one learfis such pretty ex¬ 
pressions ! 

Your brotlier told me the other day of a player, who 
being resolved to marry, though he laboured under a 
certain dangerous disorduf, one of his companions said 
to him, ** Zounds, cannot you stay till you are cured ? 
you will be the ruin of us all.*’ I thought there wad 
'.ornething very epigiamm.itical in this turn. 

A few days ago, madame de Marans was at madame 
de rayette’s ; ** Lord bless me,” says she, ** 1 must 
ha\e my hair cut “ Dear madam,” says de la Fay¬ 
ette, pointedly to her, “ 1 would not advise you to have 
that done upon any account; it is a fashion that he¬ 
roines none but young people.” If that stroke does 
not please you, let us hear something better of your 
own. 

J send you a letter I received fiom monsieur de Mar¬ 
seille. I fancy my answer will be such as you will ap- 
H^rovc, since you would have it frank and sincere, and 
agreeable to that friendship you have sworn to yourself, 
which is built on interest, and cemented by dissimulation.” 
This last clause is in Tacitus ; I think I never read any 
thing more beautiful: 1 approve the sentiment, and shall 
adopt it, since it must be so. Adieu, my love, I think 
of nothing but you; and if by a miracle, which I nei- 
thcT desire nor wish, you should for a moment be absent 
from my mind, I should fancy myself as void of soul 
IS one of Benoit’s figures *. 

* Ad artist \ery famous for his %ure« in uax. 
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Molisjeur d' Ambrea has icsigiied his regiment to 
the king for 80,000 franks> and ISOjOOO lirrcs, which 
makes the 200,(XX) franks He thinks himself ver} 
happy in being out of the infantry, that is, the ho«- 
pitai. 


LETTJiR LXXXVIL 

ro THE SAME. 

Pam, Tlmrsdiiy, April 9 ^ 1671. 

MoNsiruR Magmotti is going to set out for Provence ; 
how I should like to accompany him! I do not know 
what pleasure he may take in seeing you, but lam sure 
it would be a sensible one to me. lie is now at play 
%\ith my little graiuUdaughier; he thought you must 
be Aciy handsome \\lien he saw the child. 1 too, who 
think all the Gngnans beauties, am very well pleased 
with her. 1 dare say you will be glad to see a man of 
w'oitl), a man of the world, a man W'ho, il you choose 
it, will talk French and Italian wuth you, a man whose 
accomplishments arc acknowledged by all the court, a ' 
man, in shoit, who biings you two pair of Georget’s 
shoes ; what more can I say in his praise ^ lie is go¬ 
ing to ^isit madame de Monaco, and 1 will lay any 
wager that you will w*rite to her by him: he says, that 
without a letter from me» bo should not be received by 
y ou as he could wish; in short, he makes a jest of me. 

I envy him, and embrace you most sincerely, but not 
In order to make an end of my letter. 

* Dili price that tvai given for the post of Ueutenant-gcner4l of 
Uppfcr Gu)eime, 
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LETTER LXXXVIIL - 

y 

'ro THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, April lOy 1671* 

1 w&oTE to you on Wcrlne<^day by the post, yesterday 
by Magalotti, and to-day again by the post; but last 
night I lost a charming opportunity* 1 went to walk at ^ 
Vincennes, <» Troche*, and by the way met with a 
string of galley-slaves; Jhey w^re going to Marseilles, 
and will be there in about a month. Nothing could 
have been surer thah this mode of conveyance, but an¬ 
other thought came into my head, which was to go 
with them myself. There was one Duval among them, 
who appeared to be acouversible man: you will see them 
when they come in, and I suppose you would have been 
agreeably surprised to have seen me in the midst of the 
crowd of women that accompany them. 1 wish you knew 
of what importance the words Provence, Marseille, Aix, 
are become to me j even the Rh^e, that devih&h Rh6ne, 
and Lyons, are something to me. Britany and Burgundy 
appear like places under the pole, in which 1 take no 
soit of interest: I may say, with Coulanges, ^'Othe 
surprising power of my orvietan !*' Really, my ch^d^ 
it w'as admirable in you to desire the abb4 f to prevent 
ray sending you any more presents! What nonsense! 
Do I in reality make you any? You call the news¬ 
papers I iv^nd you by that name. You never can divest 
me of the desire of thus giving; it is the most sensible 
pleasure I can enjoy. You should rather rejoice^ with 
mei) if 1 indulged myself more frequently in it. The 

* With her Iriend madame de U Trocdie. 

f The abM de CouUnges, who Uved with his meet lUsdame de 
S^ignd. 
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method you took of thanking me was highly plcaMug 
to me. 

^Your letters are excellent; one might venture r(. 
swear they were not dictated by the good ladies of the 
country where you reside. I find that M. de Grignan, 
to his other connexions with you, adds that of being 
your companion ;'*he seem^ to me the only one who 
understands yon : be careful to preserve the happiness 
of his heart by the tenderness of yours^ and consider 
that if you do not both love me, each according to your 
proper degicc of estimation, you will be the most un¬ 
grateful of beings. The new opinion, that there is no 
such thing as ingratitude in the world, appears to me, 
for the reasons w'hich ue have so fiequcntly discussed, 
like the philosophy of Descartes, and the contrary one, 
like tliat of Aristotle : you know the deference I always 
paid to the authority of the latter; it is the same with 
respect to my opinion of ingratitude. I should pio- 
nounce you then, my child, to be a little ungrateful 
wretch ; but, happily, and the idea constitutes all my 
comfort, I know you to be incapable of such conduct, 
and I therefore yield without reserve to the feelings of 
my heart. Adieu, my dearest love, I am going to close 
this letter; I shall write you another to-night, in which 
I shall give you an account of the occurrences of tlw day. 
We are every day in hopes of letting your house; v ou 
may .suppose 1 can forget nothing that relates to you; I 
am as interested in your afiairs as the most «.elfish being 
ever was in hU own. 
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rndd> night} Apnl 10 } I671. 

1 »r AKC up my packet at monsieur clela Rochefoocault’s^ * 
who embraces you very heartily; he is delighted with 
your answer about the canons and lather Desmares;* 
there is some pleasure in sending you these.tnfks\ 
you answer them so prettily. ^Ic be^ you to be as<k 
sured that you still live strongly m his remembrance^ 
and-that if he .hears any thiug worth your notice he 
uitl certainly communicate it to you. Jie is at his 
hotel de llochefoucault} having no longer any hoped of 
recovering the use of his feet; he talks of going to the 
waters; 1 am for sending him to Digue> others to Boui- 
bon. I dined Bavardin t, and in 4b complete a style, 
that I thought we should have <Hcd, \Vc did not talk 
merely, do we used to do; we did nothing but chatter. 

Brancas was overturned the other dav into a ditch, 
where he found himself so much at his ease, that he 
asked those who came to help him out, if they had any 
oc( asion for his services. His glasses were all broken, 
and his head would have been so too, if he had notdieen 
more lucky than wise: but all this did not seem to have 
destroyed his reverie ia the leasi. 1 wrote this morn¬ 
ing to let him know he had been overturned, and waa 
very near«breaking his neck, os t supposed he Was the 
only person in Paris who was %noraat of >t^ and that 
I took the opportunity of expressing the Concern it gave 
me* I expect his answer. Ibe countess de I'lesque, 


* bee the Letter ol tin >oth of Marih. 

*)- Tlut »} at inadrfme de Ldvardiii’», im extceiaeiy fond of netvs 
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and Bnole^ send you tbeir compliments. Adieu, m> 
very dear child, I am going to &eal my packet. As 1 
"'Itha persuaded you have n6 doubt of my toVe and friend- 
8hi)» for yoUi I aitall say nothing to you upon that sub¬ 
ject to-night. 


FROM MAOAME nc FlESQCB. 

i 

c Tbs countess f cannot see a letter going to you^ with¬ 
out putting in something of her own, if it is only to 
congratulate you on the addition of the 6ve tbonsand 
franks. By what you know of her disposition, you 
will easily judge that she looks upon five thousand 
fran^as a much better subject for congratulations than 
five hundred thousand admirers, and as many orations, 
which your perfections and honours have procured you. 


UTTER XC. 

TO THE SAMS. 

Flarij^ April 12 ,1671. 

Tab pleasure I take in writaig to you daily, makes me^ 
very accommodating to those who irequest letters of me, 
witbout which ihey do not choose 40 appear before you^* 
I desire nothing bq^r. This will be delivered to you 
by flsonsieur de let me die if I know his name; 

IjAat, however, he is a very worthy man, and aeems to me 
to have some understboding: we have seen ^im here; 
bis face Is kHobrn to yoO; for my part, 1 hare not been 
able to atiSx aiiame to it. Do not take pattern by my let¬ 
ters, they are infinite; they are my only pleasure; but 

f Madannede Fleaque w«s known lu tlu polite worid by the name of 
thf CmifUess: Ui cofmime^ 
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^our» are of a length th'it aarprt$es yne* 1 shdidd 
never be weary of vea^titng them. If monsieur de 
Grigntn, who na^s* no one can like loan; letters* ciJuich 
<mce hare thought of that kind when he reji^ived 
yours> ( would petition to have you divott;ed> and come 
myself and feU^ you away^ instead of going into Brit¬ 
tany. Bmcas 1 had a quarre^l lest night: he pre¬ 
tended I had fnade use of an Indecorous expression re¬ 
lating to friendship; nobody heard it, not even t 
self; this was crowning the fault; be fiung out of the 
room in a violent patriou., These over-mceties are 
troublesoiiie; 1 have them not for bitn^ but 1 have thent ^ 
too much for a certain beautiful love who is deainsr to 
me than my life, and whom I embrace with all the af¬ 
fection of my heart. 


LETTER XCL 

* TO THB SAME. 

•* 

Pam, Wednesduy, A{A(il 15,167 U 

1 HAVc just received the leHee you sent me by Gac4*. 
You bpeak of Provencvi as if it were Norway; X 
always thought it had been warm there; and I had 
persuaded myself of it so strongly, that the other day, 
* which was remarkably soltryy made me quite me^- 
cboly I the company thongi^ it was (com my appm- 
hension that you were still iWe incommoded with heaf 
than Diyself; ajsd indeed I could not imagine that tube 
the case without being uncomfortable. And now, my 
dear child, I must ttll yon that chocolate no longer 
holds the place iii iny esteem that it u»ed to do; fe- 
<}iion has influenced me, as it always does; those who 


* marshal MurUgnoti. 
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Msed to praise chdcoiate, now speak iH of it, rerile u# 
and accuse it of all the disorders to which we are gob- 
^ectv It ucc astons the vapours, and palpitation of the 
hear^ it flatters you for a time indeed, but presently 
lights up d fovej^ that continues, and at length carries 
j^ou to the grave. In short, my dear, the grand ma* 
bter *, who used to upon it, is become its declared 
enemy: judge then, if I can be its friendf* Let me 
entreat you no iongei to be <*0 advocate for it, for it is 
1)0 longer in fashion with the genteel part of the world. 

1 have not sef n Gace ^ 1 believe X shall kiss him. 
Good heavens! a man who has seen you, who has but 
just quitted you, who ha'» even spoken to you! with 
what pleasuie shall 1 behold him ! Your description of 
cardinal Grimaldi X is excellent; the words, " Does it 
sting are exquisite, and made me laugh heartily; I 
wish you could oftener do the same. Montgobert dt- 
veits me; she understands your language; how happy 
she IS in huA ing good sense, and m being so near you ' 
1 ha\e no patience with fools! they make uiy blood 
boil. 1 thank you lor lemembet ing the game of ^e^ cisis, 
and for playing at mall. The latter is admirably adapt- 
e<l to persons who are well made and skilful, like your¬ 
self. 1 shall play at it in my dessert. A-piopos of dea- 
seits. Did not Adhemar send yon word that the coad¬ 
jutor's servant, who bad been at LaTiappe, was return* 
ed almost beside himself, not having been able to un^ 
dergo the austerities of that place ? They aie looking 
out for a convent of cotton fdr him, in order to j-ecover 

* Tlie count dc Ludie. 

•f* It wai wud tlut ihi. count (k Ludre woa in loie nith mdclame dc 
S^vignd, but IS lie nas a man nliobo attachment could never bt of pre- 
)U(lic( to dieclitmrtfr ofany lady, madainc de was the f.rst lo 

lan^h at u. See the Amours of the Gauls, by tin count de Bussi, 

Af' bhi Ijop of Ant. 
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him a htUc from his praseut wratcbei) contrition. I wiati 
that jU» Trappe^ in arming at more than is consistent,^ 
trith human nature, may not, by that*means, become a 
mad-house. - * 

I wept bitterly when I wrote to yo|s from IJvii, and 
I weep anew at the affectionate mj^ncr in which you 
received my letter, and the effedte it produced in your 
heart. Our souls were veQ;>^miaiunicative, and passed 
faithfully fi'om Livri into Pretence; if you feel tiSe 
same sentiments every time I afllict myself'about you, 

I pity you, and advise you to renounce so unpleasant 
a sympathy. Never, surely, was any thing so easily 
awakened as my affection for you; a thousand drcom* 
stances, a thousand thoughts, a thousand remembrances, 
occupy my heart; but always in the manner you could 
wish; my memory presents roe with nothing but pleas* 
iiig images of your amiable qualities; I hope yours 
does the same. The letter you have wiitten to your 
brother is an excellent one; you guessed rightly, he 
has quite the fashionable air about the eyes: but no 
Easter, no jubilee. The only- good thing I know in 
him za, that he avoids saejilege; indeed, 1 endeavoured 
to persuade him from it; but the disease* of his soul is 
fallen upon his body, and his mistresiies are not inclined 
» to bear with patitnce this inconvenience. God directs 
all for the best; 1 hope the journey to Lorrain will 
break up those vile connexions. He i^ very facetious 
upon his disaster; he says he is like old iEson, and is 
resolved to be boiled in a caldron of heibs, to recover 
his youth. He relates all his Allies to me; I scold 
]iim, insist upon hearing no more, and yet I still listen 
to him. He enlivens me, and does all in his power to 
amuse me. 1 know he has a regard forme; he professes 
to be charmed with the afiection y^on show me; he gives 
me many rubs upon my own ajltachment, which 1 con* 
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ivsfi is greatest when I woekl concral it. And I 

^wdl confess^ my dear, yet anptber things thgtl believe 
you Ipve me likewise ; you appear to 1^ ste«(dy» and I 
tbiiik\eur ward is to be depended upon, vi^bich is one 
reason among Olivers of my estrrmtng yon so mneh. So 
your genilemtn to be used to you, but the ladies 
have as yet no taste ib^yon! Poor souls! 

\ 

, 

l£TTEil XCII. 

ro Titc 

Pjrisi Fw(ki}i April 17, ISri. 

This Friday^s letter will be a pin's point, a mere nor 
thing; for, in the first place, 1 have nothing to answer; 
and, in the next place, nothing to send. XPHacqaevilla 
was telling me the oUier day, the sort of things he has 
<tent you, and which he calls news. I laughed at him, 
and assured him I should never load my paper with any 
such trash. For instance, he sends yon ^ord, that it is 
repoi'ted that monsieur de Vemocil resigns his govern¬ 
ment to monsieuf de Lau^, and takes that of Bern, 
with the reversion to monsieur de Snlli; this is a fahe 
and idle report, that is not so much as mentioned in any 
place of crediL He infom^ you Bkewi^e, Uiai the king 
is to leave Paris the r very pretty tiuly ! Pc aso 
sured, my child, 1 shaSt send you nothing but vihat is 
absolutely true ; and when I can get no better intelH- 
gence than this, I shall even let it pass unnoticed, and 
entertain you with soiuethkig <!*«• f am ver^’ much 
pleased with d*Hacc}uevit14, as well as with you* 
takes great care of vouf mother^ m xuur abst ncc; and 
whenever the least dispute arises between the abbe and 
wc choose him athiimtor. It t»a greaisatisfaction 
^Ipkeflcct th'itwehave aUcii a friend, who is deficient 
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III 110 one good or valtiable <}aa}^6catioxi« and conse* 
quently can no^or wimimg in any respect If >ou 
had forbidden us to talk of you* srben together* as a 
thing disagreeable to you* we should be gr ytly enibar- 
rassed: for a coUferhation of that kmd la so natural to 
us* and the propetieity so agreeable* we fall into it 
as It were msenatMy } so that if b|PcnaDce, after much 
discourse on this topic* we tuj;a^ another for a while* 

1 presently relapse into the did strain^ and say, *' Come** 
ohe word about my poor jprl 1 we are Tety ungrateful 
to forget her so long and thhn we begin anew. If I 
was to sweat a thousand times over to him* that 1 did 
not love you* X do, not think he would btlievc me. 1 
value hiin as a confidant that enters into my sentiments } 
what cap I say better of hun ? 

Helen and Marphise'*^ are very much obliged to 
you; but as for Xldhert# poor fellow* he it> no longir 
with me. i took it into my lx.ad the other da^* m a 
jesting mood* to ofl&r him to Oourvit)e* telling him that 
he must get him a place in the hfitel Condd * ^at I was 
<iure^e would like him* and would thank lUe for the 
fayour* and that I would ajssaer fbr his Integrity. 
Monsieur de la Eochefbucault acid madame de la Fay¬ 
ette* said much tn His praise , but tb^re the afiWr rested 
«foi near three weeks; yesterday howehei 1 was greatly 
surprised by <ii«orville’s Hubert 

dre-^ed himself genteelly* annUri^ed on him* Gour- 
viUe toM him he had a place in view for him in the 
hotel Cdlnd^* which would bo worth two hundred and 
fifty hvres a year* besides his board and lodging * but 
that at present he should send turn to Chantilly* to take 
charge of the hneo while the king reniatned there. 
accordingly took ten chests of hnen under his care* and 


s A &vounte Isf'Aig of utwkunt de 
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set out for Chanjtilly. The king is to go there the of 
this months and sta^ a ivhple <£ay r the. expense will be 
' as great as at the most ma^ifioe^t trfoirip^: every 
curiou,s iancy is recei,ved> cost v^h.at it will ; and it is 
imagiri^d Tirdt;:^ will stand the prince in nn^less a snm 
than 40,000 cr^^ns. There-will be; fwenty-five tables 
of five courses eaebS^ithoutreckoning an infinite nutn-' 
her of others^ for, chahiu.^comers. -.To entertain in this 
fanner is in fact to board ^k 1 lodge half the kingdom. 
Every place is furnished ^ little holes, which served 
only for watering-pots, .are converted into apartments 
for courtiers. There is to be a thousand crowns' worth 
of jonquils alone; judge of the rest by that. See, what 
the mention of Hubert has led me into! thus have 1 
made his fortune by a mere joke; for I look upon it as 
good as made, as I am persuaded he will acquit himself 
well in this first employ. We shall not dine m B(war» 
din to-day : they are all in a hurry, sending away the 
marquis de Lavardin’s equipage, so 1 shall take my 
eggs and sorrel at home, ^fter dinner, 1 shall go for a 
while to theEauxboorgs^, and if I hear any thing worth 
your notice, 1 yvUl ^dd it to divert you, 

I have read a very prefty letter from the coadjutor J 
he is displeased at nothing but my styling him my lord, 
and will have me C&ll him P/en of, or seigneur €orbeau* Let ^ 
me urge you to prjasefye th^^good understanding that at 
present subsists betw'^:-^ou and him. 1 find he 
very sensible of your meht,; iiiterests hiniseif greatly 
in your affaii-s, and posse^es aa appUcatiou ai>d*soHdity 
that may be of the greatest'd^ to you. My son is not 
yet cored of that disoillejr'Of his, which excit^ in his 
precious mistresses such ^oubts of .his love i^.tlieid. He 
told me that during pasaihO^^eek' he had ded so aban- 

" t ‘ 

* To jnadame de*|a Fayetic, who lived dicte. 



doticd a life, that he was absolutely disgusted; he ft, 
nausea, bis very heart sickened'at it, insomuch that he 
could scarcely bear a woman in his presence. This dis¬ 
order has not been a thing of yesterday; 1 t<iok my 
opportunity to read him a little lecture u/pon the subject, 
and we both entered into a train pp^oralising. He 
seems to approve toy sentimeu^'^, particularly now, 
that his distaste is at the hcighl. He showed me some 
letters which be had got out of bis actres»*s haiids. } 
never read any thing so warm, sO pas^onalc j* he wept, 
he sighed, he died; he belieVed it all while he was 
w'ritiug it, and laughed at it the moment afterwards, I 
assure you he is worth his weight in gold. A lieu, my 
dear child : how have you been since the 0th of this 
month ? I hope you love mp still; fur it is my life, my 
vital uir. I will not say that I am yours, it is an ex¬ 
pression too poor for a love like mine. You would have 
me embrace the poor county but do we not love each 
other too well already ? , 


. Friday idght, April 1 7. 

I am making up my packet at mad. dc la Fayette’s, 
to whom 1 have given vour letter; we read it together 
with pleasure, and agreed that no onecoold write better. 
You flatter her very agreeably, and I ifaund a sbajj^t pas¬ 
sage in it relating to myso|f, directly to my 

heart; a place that yqu kepp po^onsion of in a very 

* The iiMUrqob de passed tb? luttiHr pint of his li£e in ih« 

strictest devotion. He was ii vpry smisbie many tod bad a great sham 
of wit. He wwtj moreover, versed in tbu^ wbieb young sueti^ of 
qigiKty do not always pique themselvas upon knowing. Tlitp Lettcta of 
his which arc remainhiggt am so that it ts to he rc^n ited 

they are so few in imraher. Bo' h tatOvn in the litenuy worM by a 
disiieitation relating to a passage iia Horace, whieh gave rise tO a dis¬ 
pute between him and M. l>a^r, in winch he had tlm gqpd fortune to 
gr t authority aud the critics ou his side. 

1 5 
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strange manner. MaclAine <le la Fayette wa« yestenjay 
nt Versailles; mailame de Thianges having Sent far 
her thither; she was received extremely well?, ettreme- 
1y wel l , ind eed ! for the king made her get into his oiyn 
carriage with ther rest of the ladies^ and took great plea* 
sure in showing all the beauties nf Versailles^ as % 
private gentleman >^tdd show ins country seat to any 
one that visited him. nts.directed all his discourse to 
her, and received with great'^satisfaction and politeness 
the praises she bestowed on the amaaiiig beauties he 
pointed out to her. Yo& may {hink bow agreeable a 
jaunt of this kind must have been. Monsieur de la 
RochefoucauU embraces you, and begs you to believe, 
that he is as likely to forget you as he is to dance a ri* 
gadoonhe has a touch of the gemt in bis hand, which 
hinders him ftom writing yon a line in this. Madame 
de ia Fayette both esteems and loves you, and does not 
think yon $o void oi virtue, as the day you lay by In» 
fire-side, wbic|i yon remember so well. 


letter XfllL 

ro TBB SAMX. 

* ^ 
^ « Fiitih Wedoeidejr, ApuJ as, leji. 

Can von. really be stH^ihat I should Imi^e mademe d4 

Bnssac better thmi ydU ? Are yon apprehensive, know - 

tng me as you do, that her manner shonld please me 

more than youm? Bo you believe that her wit is 

more agreeable to her beauty can eclipse 

your charms Mn a wold, caiT you suppose that there 

is a person in the wcsrld who ^eOh surpass mad. de Gri- 

in my opinion, setting wholly out of the question 

e inteiest J have in her ? Consider alt this at vonr lei-^ 

m 
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ikurc, and yon may rest assum) that your concluM^ 
wtH b« a ^ust one. 

But now, wiy qbiid, a word or two reapecting j our 
brother; hta folly U really disgusting; he is at^tery 
creature's ditposab It pka«ed some of Ins friends yes* 
terday to carry him w ith them to sup at a ceHam ho* 
nourable house* Tliose gallants were too knowing to 
run any risque themselves^ and So told S^vigni to pay; 
1 mean, pay with ttis person; and notwithstanding the 
miserable condition he is in at present, he jcompbed, 
and then came and related tlid i^holc atfair to me, dC'* 
dating that he was sick at hi ait of bis own con* 
duct. I told him he toatle me sick at heart too. 1 
made him ashamed of himself, told him that the life he 
leads IS far from being that of a genileman, and that 1 
liad not the lea<tt doubt but he would one day oi other 
sinart se^eiely foi thus eaposmg himself Thtn I throw 
in one of my little sermons. He agrees to the tiuth of 
all I say while 1 am talking to him, and then goes on 
exactly as before* lie has left his actiqss^ at last, 
after having for a long time followed her el^y where. 
While he saw her, or tvas writing to her,« was in 
earnest; the next moment he would make the greatest 
jest of hei. Kmon has completely discarded him; he 
^waa miserable while she loved him, Kiow he> knows 
she loves him m longer^ in perfbat despan ; mipe* 
cialliy as he beats that she dhaa hot i^ak very favour¬ 
ably of bum* ** It is the tnairest^ter-grueiclraataroP 
says s.he? " His body is no better than a sheet of wet 
paper; and his heart is ascold as a pompioif fticaaieed 
m snow " But I have told yoo this speech of hm he^ 
fore. wisbeU him th% other day to give her the 
letters he had received Ibom hts actress, which ha did* 
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You must know she was jealous of that princess, anil 
wanted to show them to a gaUaiit of tiers, in hojx's of 
procuring her a small bastinado. Wlien your brother 
told n ^e wh at lie had done, 1 rf^presented to him how 
lia<»c It was ip him to treat the poor girl so ill, mofcly for 
having loved him^j /licit I was sure she had never ex¬ 
posed his letters, as some would have him believe; but, 
on the contrary, had r^nrned them all to him again; 
that such treacheious conduct was mean, and unwotiliy 
a man of ijualitv: and that there was a degree of ho¬ 
nour to be observed iven in things dishonourable in 
themselves. He ac({uio*‘Ced: in the justice of my re¬ 
marks, an<l ran dnectly to Ninon^s lodging; and, 
partly by cunning, paitly by force, got the poor girl’s 
Utters out of her hands, which I made him burn the 
instant he came home. You see by this ivhat a regard 
I have for the name of an actress. It is a little like the 
visionary in tlic play; she would ha\e done ju'^t so. 
My son has related all Ins follies to monsKur de la 
Roi befoucdult, vpho, you know, is very fond of originals. 

1 told him the other day that Sevign^ was not a fool m 
head, but a fool in heart^; Ins sentiments are all just, 
and all false; all cold, and all warm; all deceitful, and 
all sincere: in short, it is his heart that should wear 
the cap. This tterhaVk occapiopied a general laugh, aiidr 
my son joined in it, for is very good company; lie 
always says as the rest do. We are upon very good 
terms; I am his conBdante, and bear with the disagree¬ 
able office, which often subjects me to such Sisagree- 
able confessions, merely to have an opportunity of tell¬ 
ing him my sentimtuts freely. lie attends to me ps 
well asibe can, and begs'me to give him my advice, 
which I do as from friend to friend. He is very desir- 
Id accompany 'me to Britany for five or six weeks; 
^’and if there is tio cam^ in Lorraine, 1 shall take him. 
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What a deal of nonsense I have written! but a«; thia is 
all interesting to you, 1 am in holies you will not be 
fatigued b.y reading it. 

What you write about La Rlaratis, and the p;taish» 
ntenta that will be inflicted on her in hell, is altogether 
incomparable; but do you know th^t you will certainly 
bear her company thither, if you persist in your hatred 
to her. Think of being condemned to her society 
throughout eternity, and fliat surely will be more than 
suflicient, of itself, to put you upon making your peace 
with God, bv forgiving her. * This is a happy thought 
of mine; it is certainly an in«>pircition from heaven. 
She came to madame de la .Fayette* s the other day, 
while monsieur de laRocbefoucault and I were there. In 
she bounced without a cap on; she had just had her 
hair cut, and was curled and po\^deied like a girl of 
fourteen: she seemed out of countenance, when she saw 
us, as she knew she was not hkely to e'»cape. Accord¬ 
ingly madame de la Fayette beg^n with her flist: 
** Well,'* said she, ** you are certainly beside yourself, 
madame: why, do you know, you look completely ridi¬ 
culous." Ah I" said monsieur de la Kochefoucault, 

my dear mother upon my. soul you.must not stay 
theie; pray come a little nearer, that 1 may see if you 
» are like your si«ler, thaa I saw just now.” Ilfp* sister 
bad just been ha'ving her hair cat too. " Indeed, mo¬ 
ther, you look vastly well” ^Cannot you fancy you 
hear him speaking in his dry way f xVs for mC, I 
laughed heartily in my sleeve; she was so much em¬ 
barrassed tliat she could not stand the attack, but put 
pn her hood, and sat in the pohts till madame de Schoim* 
berg came to take her Up; for there is no other car- 

» » 

* So M. la RdThofoocaolt used td cidl tltiK lady; aud the ia 
idll bLm &er jott. * . 
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riage for her but that. 1 thiuk thiis story ^ill ailojti 
you some amusement. 

Some days ago we passed an aft^noott very agree¬ 
ably at the Arsenal. Theie were men of all ranks 
there: tlie women were inadame dc lacFayette» madame 
de Coulanges, madame de la Troche, mademoiselle de 
Men, and myself. ‘ We took our walk; talked of you 
every now and then, and in tolerably high terms. 
Y^o go sometimes to the hotel de Luxembourg^ Mon* 
sieur de Lohguevilie was theie yesteiday; he desiied 
me to assure you of his best wishes. As for monsieur 
de la Bochefoucault, he lo\es you tenderly. I am over¬ 
joyed that you approved my letters. 1 have more plea¬ 
sure in your approbation and praise, than m all I meet 
with from others; and why should not such daughters 
as you be at hbeity to piatse a mother like me ? Such 
an odd respect! You know what an opinion 1 have of 
your taste. I much approve your lottery : you will 
let me know what success you have in it The plays 
likewise will doubtless afford you some diver«ion. Amuse 
yourself as much as possible, 1 mean as much* as Pro¬ 
vence can possibly amuse you: 1 applaud you highly 
for not conducting your ladies to the door; there would 
have been no end of it; let them take their revenge, 
and not see you to the door in their turn« and there will ^ 
be a vile custom abolished* Adieu, my dearest child, it 
grows late* 1 prose on wljth a Ihcihty that wearies you 
to death. 


LETTER XdV. 


TO THS SAMS. 


V Paris, Friday, April 24, IS/l. 

ave now thefmest Weather in the world; it set .n 
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yesterday* after a tong conUnuance of tremendous faids; 
this IS lucky far the king, whose good fortune has been 
oftw remaHsad; jl ts 4 lucky cnreumstaiice for the 
prince tpo; Ibr beliad ordered eveiy thing for a spring 
and aammer season* and such rams as we had tite day 
before yesterday would hare oveithrown all his mea* 
sureS) and rendered the \ast eirpenV he has been at 
rtdSetilous. majesty at rived at Chanttlly last night# 
and IS there tO'day» l>’'n>K:qQeyilie is gone there too»^ 
and* at his reluin, will g>ve you a true account of every 
thing that passed* 1 *hxpeei to hear a little about it 
myself this evening, which I wll send you with the 
letter I am now writing, before I go a gossiping^ ^ f 
shall make up my packet at madame de Lavardm’sji and 
if they should say that we make mere harometertof our 
letters, to tell when it rams, and w hen it shines, titey 
will not be much tn the wtong; foi I think I have ex¬ 
patiated pretty largely on the subject. You do not tell 
me enough respecting yourself^ this t« an entertain¬ 
ment I am as much ,in want of, as you are of a good 
story now and then. I heartily ^ish you partaker of 
all that I hear; as for my own, they are nolonger good 
for any thing, since I have lost your assistance., You 
ii'.ed to inspim me> and I sometimes inspired you. It 
,is a patafkl idea, and one that to<> often iutrudei^ that 
1 am at such a distance itiiift yon* I have been taking 
leave of my friends these or four days past; the 
truth of the matter is, that when 1 set oat for Britany, 
It will sSem to me another separation from you* tf 1 
we're deceitfully inclined, I might impose upon my ^ 
fjiends here; but they would soon see through did 
shallow pretence; besides, I would not, even in ap'^ 
pearaoce, give any one the p^ference to you m idy 


« To tta4nos de iaVanka^#. 
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sentiments. It will therefore be a real grief to me, to 
6nd, that it is not sufTicient to be alreadv at the dis* 

t0 

tance of two hundred leagues from you, but that I must 
be mjiored still farther, and that every step I talce will 
be one towards making up the third hundred. This is 
too much; it stiik^ to my heart. 

Yesterday, while I was at tnadamc de Klthclieu^s, 
the abb4 T^tu called there: he was in so frisky a hu¬ 
mour, that his most indifferebt friends blushed for him. 

1 told him of the journey 1 was about to take: ** WtU*^ 
said he, with a smile upon his fooe, and in the same 
tone, ** we shall see one another again.’* Tfiere is not 
much wit in this as described, but it w'as impossible to 
hear him w'ithout laughing. I could get nothing more 
out of him ; as for my absence, that be seemed to pass 
over as a matter of inditference. We have made it a 
by-word now, w henever we take leave of one another; 
and 1 say the same in niy mind w'hen I think of you, 
but not quite so gail\, for the length of our separation 
is a circumstance not easily to be forgotten. 

I have bought me a stnfi* like your last petticoat, to 
make me a morning gown; it is very beautiful. There 
is a shade of green jn it, but violet predominates: in short, 

I could not resist the purchase. They would have had 
me line it with flame-coloUFj, but this appehred to me# 
inconsistent, for, whiU the outside is expressive of frail¬ 
ty, the inside would have been emblematical of impe¬ 
nitence*. that might be termed obduracy ; so I fixed on a 
white taffety. 1 have put mj’self to very little expense, 
as I hate Britany, and shall be saving till 1 come to 
Provence, that I may support the dignity of a middle^ 
aged wonder, to which you have raised roe. 

Madaino de Ludre astonished me the other day at 
St.|%e&ui|i: there was no want of attention in her 
tdM&er; ebejSlEO expressed herself as being quite in 
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iove with you. ** As 0 matam ds Grigauin, she is perm 
fectly atorapU” Brancas related to me a dispute be¬ 
tween M. le Premier and M. dc Oiignan: ** 1 hare seen 
the letters that passed between them; 1 am for 6ri« 
gnan/^ Braucas ba^ written you a very humorous let ter; 
but it is illegible: he has repeated j^ssages out of it; 
It will take tiS a whole day to lead n through. M. de 
g # * ♦ has discharged a porter. I do not know the 
particulars, but they talk* of a gray cloak, of four* 
o’clock in the moraiiig, and of drawn swords: they we 
silent respecting the rest. Thejr talk too of a certain 
apostle who makes converts: however, I say no more; 
they shall not accuse me of blabbing. 1 know when to 
hold my tongue. If this conclusion appears to you a 
little nonsensical, yon will only like it the better. 
Adieu, my dear child; 1 shall send you some news this 
evening, when i seal my packet. 

LETTER XCV. 

'10 TUB SAME. 

Friday eveniiig, April as, 1071. 

Fioiii monsieur de la Rochefoucault’s. 

IIlbe then l^make up my packet. | jlmd intended to 
tell you that the king arrived yestewlay eveiitn*g at 
Chantilly: he hunted a slag by moonrlightj the lamps 
did wonders; the fire-works were a little eclipsed by 
the brightness of our serene friend, the moon; but the 
evening, the sapper, and the entertainment, we^nt off 
admirably well. The weather we had yesterday gav<^ 
us* hopes of an end worthy of so fine a beginning. Bttt 
what do you think I learned when I came here? 1 ant 
not yet recovered, and haidly know what I 
Vatel, the great VateJ, late maiire-d’hOlel Jto.'M, 
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and in that capacity wUb the prince^ a man s& 
eminently distinguished for taste, and whose abilities 
vSefe equal to tite goveinment of a 8tat«:^thts man, 
whom I knew so well, finding, eight o’clock this 
moniing, that the fish be had sent IW did not come at 
the time he expected it, and unable to bear the disgrace 
that he thought i^ould inevitably attach 16 him, tan 
liimself through with his own sword, Gttess what con- 
^fuston so shocking an accident must have occasioned. 
Think ioo^ that perhaps the fish might come in just 
as he was expiring. X Imow so* mote of the afiTair at 
present; and I suppose you think this enough. 1 make 
no doubt, the consternattoS was general; it must be 
very disagreeable to have so fatal an event break in 
upon an entertainment that cost fifty thousand crowns. 
Monsieur de Menars is to be married to mademoi¬ 
selle de la Grangc-Neuville ; but I do not know how 
1 can have the heart to speak to you about any thing 
but Vatcl, 


tETTER XCVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Fuui, Sunday, April 36, I 671 . ^ 
Tais is Sunday, April £fith ; and this letter will not go 
out till Wednesday, but it is not so much a letter as 
a narrative that 1 have just learned fioni Moreuil, of 
what passed at Chantilly with regard to poor Vau 1. I 
wrote to you last Friday, that be had stabbed hiinseif, 
these are the particulars of the afikir. The king arriv¬ 
ed tiiere on Thursday night; the walk, and the collatioii, 
which was served in a place set apait for the porpo^e, 
and strewed with jonquils, were just as they should be. 
l^plpper was served, but there was no roast meat at one 
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ur two of the tables, oa atcooot of Vatei^s having 
been obtigei to p^lde several dinners more than were 
expected. This a0ected ht$ spirits and be was heard 
tor say several tnnes^ " I h«Hi lost my fame! 1 cannot 
bear this disgrace H ^ Hy head is quite bewildered,** 
said he to Gonrvilie. ** £ have not had a wink of 
sleep these tirndve nights, I wish yon would assist me 
m giving orders.** Ooarvilk did all he could to com* 
fort and assist him; but the*ihtH>re of the roast meat 
(which however did not happen at the king's tab]e, but 
at some of the other twenty«#vb} was always upper* 
most with him. Oourville mentioned it to the prince, 
who went directly to Vatel's apartment, and sard lo 
him, Every thing is extremely well conducted, Vatd ; 
nothing could be more admirable than his maje 8 t 3 r ’8 sup* 
per." “ Your highness'll goodness," replied he, " over* 
whelms me; I am sensible that there was a de^tency of 
roast meat at two tables." ** Not at all," said the prince| 
do not perplex yourself, and all will go well." Midnight 
came: the hre^works did not succeed, they were covered 
with a thick cloud; they cost sixteen thousand francs. 
At four o'clock m the morning Vatel went round, and 
found every body asleep; he met (me of the ttnder-pnr- 
veyors, wim was jast come in with only two loads of fish# 
*‘,What 1" said he, is thisalll" ** Yes, sir," said the mpti, 
not knowing that Vatek had dispswched other people to 
all the sea^ports round. Vatef waited for some time; 
the other purveyors did nut attive; his head grew die* 
ti acted ; ffe thought there was no mote fish to be bad; 
lie flew to Gourville: " Sir," said he, " I cannot outlive 
thi| disgrace." Gourville laughed hi him 5 Vatel, how¬ 
ever, went to his aixirtment, ami setting the hilt of his 
sword against the door, after two ineflectual attempt, 
succeeded in the third, m forcing the Sword through htlt 
heart. At that Instant the carnem arrtved Witb 



flfch; Vatcl was inquired after to distribute it; the> laii 
to his apartment^ knocked at the door> but leccivcd no 
answei, upon whu h they bioke it open, and found him 
weltering m hi*^ blood A messenger was immediately 
dispatched to acquaint the prince with wtiat had hap¬ 
pened, who was like a man in despair. The duHc wept, 
ioi his Burgund^ journey depended upon VateL 7 he 
prince 1 elated ^he whole affair to his majesty with an 
expression of great concern : it was consideied as the 
consequence of too nice a sense of honour; some 
blamed, others piaised^htm for his com age. The king 
said he had pul off this excursion foi more than five 
jears, because lie was aware that it would be attended 
With infinite tioublc, and told the prince that he ought 
to have had but two tables, and not have been at the 
expense of so nianv, and declared he would never suf¬ 
fer him to do so again, but all this was too late for 
pool Vitel. However, Oourville endeavoured to supply 
the loss of Vatel; which he did in great measure. Ihe 
dinnei was elegant, the collation was the same. 7bey 
sopped, they walked, they hunted ; all was peifumed 
With fouquils, all was enchantment Ycsteiday, which 
was Saturday, the same enteitainmentx. weic renewed , 
and 111 the evening the king set out foi Lianeouit, wberO 
he had oidered a media-iwche ^; he is to stay the/c 
three days 7'his is what Moieuil has told me, hoping 
I should acquaint you with it. I wash my hands of 
the rest, for 1 know nothing about it M. d^Hacque- 
ville, who was present at the scene, will notloubt give 
yovi a faithful account of all that passed , but, because 
his band writing is not quite so legible as mine, I w^iite 
too; if I am circumstantial, it is because, on such an 
occasion, 1 should like circumstantiality myself. 

* Meiba noehe is s fiesh-mcal just after midnight, among the Ro 
iDJtHcathOltca. 





KkO/ii&Z Dt, !»LV|G\U 


I 


im 


LETTER XCVIl. 

TO THE &AML. 

B(^un at Paru, Monday^ April Q7» 1^71 
1 awh a very bad opinion of the languor you compUiu 
of. I am one of those vile prognosticators who always 
think the woist oi things. This is what I feared. But, 
my dear child, if it continues, be careful of yourself 
m these early days, and do not stir about too mucli, nor 
fatigue youiself by your journey to Maiscilles; let 
things be settled a little first; think of the natural de¬ 
licacy of your constitution, and that it has been owing 
to the greatest care that you have been preserved till 
now. 1 begin to be very uneasy about the interruption 
nur cones pondenee will meet with in this journey into 
Brit my. If you aie in the family way, you may de¬ 
pend upon it I shall liavc no will but yours, and shall 
make it my hist object to do as you desire, leaving busi¬ 
ness, and every other consideration, a thousand miles 
b( hind mo. I fancy what I wrote you about youi bro¬ 
ther diverted you * he is now a little settled, he sees 
^lmoa every day, but then it is meiely as a fnend : he 
went With her the other day to a place wbeie there 
w^re five or six of his acquaintance^ who, as soon as 
they saw him come in with her, showed by their co«ln^ 
tcnaiK es, that they looked upon him as sole possessor* 
Ismon pre§ently discoveied their thoughts, aind told 
them, ** Gentlemen, you are wrong if yoo SU8f>ect 
any harm between us, I assute yon we live ^together 
like»brother and sistei.*’ It is certain be is itp 
ei the same man. I shall take htm with me Into 
Britanj, where I hope to rcstoic bun body and soul: 
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SjBk Mott^se and 1 have at leng^lh prevailed on him to 
go to confession. 

Monsieur and madame do Villars are about to leave 
this places they send you a thousand remembrances, 
and are very desirous to hate a copy of yewtr picture 
which bangs over my chimney# to chrry with them to 
Spain. My litH'e girl is every day in my apartment, 
dressed in all her 6uery, and does the honours of the 
house; a house that puts me continually in mind of 
you# where you ere a prisoner as it were for nearly a 
year; a houae that ev#ry body comes to see, that every 
body admires, and that nobody will take. 1 supped 
the other evening at the marchioness d'Uxelles’, with 
the lady*oi marshal d'Humieres, madame d’Arpajoii, dc 
Bermghen# de I'rontenac# d’ Outrelaise, Raimond, and 
Martin: you m ere not forgotten. 1 entreat you, my dear 
child, to send me a faithtul account of your health, of 
your plans, and what you would have me do. 1 am 
very onea*«y at your situation, and 1 am afraid you are 
the same. 1 foresee a thousand vexations and ha\e a 
tram of thoughts m my head, that are neither fit foi 
night nor da}'. 


Wednesday# Apiil 2Q. 

tifitice I began t!ii> letter I have made a pretty little 
excursion. 1 aet out from F^iis early yesterday morning, 
and went to dine at F-omponne, where I found our good 
old.Diaci'^, who expecte^^ me; t would not on any 
accQiXRt have gone without bidding him adn^. 1 found 
him mure pious than ever, and the nearer he approactie*^ 
death, Ibo more heavenly*>iniiided he becomes. He re- 
pritaanded me very seriously ; and, in the waitnih of 
hit seat and fiiendship, told mo 1 was ver} mutli to 


• MoO^jcnir Arnauld d yn* Mi 
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blaine for not cUanglni' coiif^ df iliait t wai w ^ 
heathen, and yott yvore theidot 1 worshi(>p<sd; that thU 
species of idolatry to the full as dangerous as any 
other, though i mi^t perhaps consider it in a less cri* 
minal point of vietr | and then concluded with settouaiy 
admonishing tn& lo look to myself. He spoke in imch 
strong tertna»^hat I had not a word \o say. In short, 
after six hoors of >mry serious but agreeable confema* 
tion, I took my leave of hipi, and came here, where I. 
found May in ail its gldry ^ the nighflfiigaie, the cuckoo, 
and the linnet, have afr^dy introduced the melody of 
'spring into our woods; I walked alone the whole even¬ 
ing, and found some melancholy thoughts I bdlliinl' 
me, but which I shall not now recall to you. I have 
destined a part of this afternoon to writing lo yott in tihe 
garden, where I am dtnost deaibned by three or four 
nightingales that are "perched just over my head. 1 
shall return in the evening to Paris, where 1 shall mtdm 
up my packet, and send it to you. 

I own, my child, that 1 was deficient in warmth of 
friendship, when I met the galley*slaves: I ought to 
have set out with them, instead of contenting myself 
with barely writing to you. How agreeably you would 
have been surprised to have met me at Marseilles, ki 
buch good company! And so you propose goings >* 
ther in a litter? what a whim I I thought you were only ^ 
fond of litters when tliey were Handing atifi; you ttt 
gieatly changed. 1 confess mya^ a slaiideier; am} 
all the credit 1 can allow you, is believe that yon 
never would have made 'use of that eoitveyaiiice, If 
had not left me, or if M. de Grl|^fkm had rdtoaioed in 
Pfovence. How sorry X am for tbfa misfortune! hoar ^ 
plainly I foresaw itt Por HeUVsfn^s sake, iheo, 
beloved child, take care of yomaelf; remember that 
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poor l>y making too iTree after a favcmrablt* 

)ymg<^in; injured herself $o ikiatedally^ that she was 
tor three days the point Of det^h* that be a 
warning ro you. IVIadaine do la Fayette is in continual 
apprehensions for }'our life; ethe yields to you without 
murmuring the first place in my heiijFt, on account of 
your peifections;rJ&nd when she is more than commonly 
kind, she says it is not without pain; but .all is settled 
and approved between us: the justice she does you en« 
titles her to tbe'smnid place in my love, and of that she 
is in full possession. La Troche is dying with envy ; 
but I go on at the old rate, not forgetting the journey 
to Britany. It is certain we shall lead very difl*erent 
lives; mine will be interrupted by the states, who are 
all coming to Vitre to torment me, towards the end of 
June. This is a disagreeable circumstance to me. 
Your brother will take his departure before that time. 
You tell me, my dear child, you wish Time would 
ily more rapidly: alas* you know not what you say. 
He will obey you but too implicitly; he will overtake 
you before you are aware, and when you would re¬ 
strain his impetuous career, it will not be in your 
power. 1 was formerly guilty of the same fault, of 
which 1 iio\V repent; and, though he has been more 
lenient to me than he hjis been to many others, yet I 
trace his depredating progress in tlie loss of a thousand 
little cbaims, of which he has robbed me. So you 
find youi' comedians are able to repeat Corneille’s 
lines tolerably well? be is sometimes !»u1;>linie. 1 
amused myself very agreeably yesterday evening with 
a volume of his works, that 1 brought here with me. 
But are yon not pleased with some of the fables in La 
Fontaine?s works which I lately .sent your Wc weie 


* M»danie de Guise. 
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the Cat b^ heatiw,^M I’timpkSn And* l^igbttn* 
gabs k weith^i} the 6rac votwhe* Bdiit la 

aery fbdiish to $0 mach nonsetiiie t ^le lekttre 

of LiVri be the tketh of you. Hie note 

you hate’^atrUteii^to Braocee k edniirftl^e; he filled e 
whole ^oireofto you the Other day; ii wae a 
rhapeody* but tolerably goi^id: be reOd bjerfeafiame 4e« 
Coulanges and me« and iold him tS^nkh it,^aud send 
it to roe, on V^dnes^y. JlVot I, indcfed^" said he; 

** she shall not sec a line of it is such wretched* 
stufl !** ** Well but/* said 1, ** what do you take vm 
for ^ You have lead it to us/* ** She shall not seO it^fbtr 
all that/’ said he. 1 could get no other reagdn out of 
him; 'he made himself quite a fool. What say yod« 
ray dear child, to this long letter? 1 could find 
in my hcait to write till this time to-morrow. Bs 
careful qf yourself f diw is the constant burden of my 
song; do not get a fall, keep your bed occasionally ^h 
S ince 1 have given so good a nurse to the dear little one/ 
such a nurse, in fac^ there has not appeared since the 
reign of I rancis the First, you ought to pay great de* 
foresee to my advice. Bo you suppose 1 will not come 
and see you this year ? 1 had indeed arranged my ^ans 
cfiiFerently, and on your account too; but this litter- 
aifair has quite disconcerted my measures: how can I “ 
resist coming to you, if you desire it ? AUs 1 I msy 
well say, abere is no fixed place of abode for me^ but 
wbeie you reside. Your picture bangs in triumph over 
my chimney; you are now the object of general adml- 
ratibn in Provence, at Pads, at coUrt, at Xavd; 
in short, my child, you nsui^ cej^tulfily become 
grateful, for how can yoU return uU this? X embti^ 
and love you; 1 shall always tell yen' so> hecuose 
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fe6}iii|$ wiH al#4ys be the I vrould embHito ^bat 
rogqw drignan too, if I were thtgc)rwitb hiioou 
Poor Paul* died about a ^eek ago: our gacd^ 
l|(M>um$ for hmi. 
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* |’iuna,Fricl&;f, Mfiy 1, l€71* 

i KEPT your secret as £|ithfuUy aaif youjbad made away 
wtth your child; but I am now no longer lesponsible, 
aince Valcioissant has told it to mademoiselle de bcuderi, 
^nding himself upon the civilities you showed him, and 
tfiUing her how much ;^ou aie adored m Province. 
How are you, after your Mai seilles journr y ? Ai e you 
not resolved to take hotter caie of y ouiself ? Allow me, 
my dear ^l^dd, to feci some concern for you, it is im¬ 
possible 1 should do otluuwise. 

X diuid yesterday at madame dc VillarsN, m com¬ 
pany with mousaeur d< Vindisgias, two ot h*'' countiy- 
3V|[en, and momiour and madatno de Betliune. La pl4- 
jfort des atmm sont Sts Aihi twwi, as you see. Mon- 
:^eur Schomberg seem«.d to mo the most delightful hus¬ 
band in the world; exthisi^o of h)$ being a hero, his 
chceitful manneis and excellent understanding ni'iki hiin 
oxtiemcly agreeable; his wife perfectly adores him, but, 

tbeie lb no happiness m this world without alloy, she 
acaicely Ciyoys a, moment's health. You were lery 
mush oi» and your moiiiit was extolled to the sku 

but what pkea^ed mo most, was Viodisgras's remem¬ 
bering witticism of yours full six years ago, upon 

* The gardener MVin. 

t AliNuig to • iOQg of Sitfasiu»V htgiumog Trrnr, ia / If/ptn t des 
WMKt (hf tflkmmSf Bte* 



t^iatnchstem whO/ yon W0 f&y 
mundieur de Beftufottf, only that ha iipoke liettct • 
French: we tb9«ight it sihgolair that he shpald reiAe^ 
bcr It «o long j; thit gj^ve i|a an of^portunity ^Co tMk of 
your nit; he saw when you took lea^ of the 
(}iiccn, and has a yfory high opinion Of your poraoif* 
Poor madatu^ de Beihuneis in the *^fttmily*way agahaw 
£ redHy pity hor Osceedittgly. It is feared that the 
princess d^Harcourt is with ^ehiid tOO> passes « 

hei'C without sotnethiog tpycall fortlflniy* feedings. Ma-* 
dame de Ceolanges cadVe in evening, and we went 
together to the Thuilteriet» wlieic we saw ail the men 
that remain in I^ans, and who will not be there lon^t 
among the rest was mousietir de Saint Ruth |; good 
God! vi^hat a being! the disgusting ugliness of hts 
face gives no voty high opinion of the beauties of hih 
mind. But how shalf I describe to yon the kindness# 
the friendships the i hanks# of M. de la Rochefoucaatt# 
of Segrais and of madame de la Fayette# to whohi I 
^llowed your letter last night at supper? There were 
bo many things in it fcliat concei ned them# that it would 
be doing you great ii^juftice to have concealed it from 
hem. I did not# however# say a word about your si- 
luation; that I reserved for madame de la Fayette’s 
private ear# for the conversation yesterday turned ypon 
subjectsgnuch more agreeable for you. Langlade came 
in, and, as lie was going to Bourbon# we desired be 
uould rail on you. Segrais showed us a collection he 
has maduot lie Blot’s songs; are very tmpudeiitt 
but abound with wit and s^ririt. He told us too# that 

i A Germiti noblenun. 

*f* The duke de Beauiort waft remarkable for speaking Im iRWStlaa^ 
t iH^nr \<r) ill. 

t Ir aas said that the marddwle de la MaiUetle# thoiiglm||^eriibS 
4 VI n prixud vomdii# hdd been privately imnkd toluab 
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ho hadi jodt come from seeing a Norman lady> who had 
been talking to him about her SQn« who is an abb^, and 
told him, that his design wa« to preach till he could 
meet with something better. We pi! laughed heartily 
at this arrangement You temeoAbiir the witticism I 
sent you some time ago of a player*. Segrais has 
given it a place in ri*collection he is making of all the 
good things that have been said. There is great news 
falked of frha?, l^ngland, but nothing has yet transpired. 
There is no cerTaiftty of the kfttg’s arrival at Ihmkirk. 
Mad. de Kichehcu has gained htir cause against ma* 
dame d*Aigui11on. The duke ijji set out for Burgundy i 
marshal d*Albert for his government; and the prince 
has followed the king. You see by this» that there 
is nothing new stirring to-day. We did not dine en 
Looardin ; they are gone to Versailles. 

Madame de Verncuil has been very ill at Verneuil; 
d'Bscars has had a sort of apoplectic fit, which has 
greatly alarmed her, and all those who are a little too 
well in health, I gaie youi note to Brancas. Well, 
well, 1 shall answer Giignan/* FatherYtier salutes you 
with all dec leverence. Were I not angry with M. 
de Gngnaii, 1 could find in my heart to love him. Ni¬ 
non says that youi brother is a non-descript; it is cer¬ 
tain that he does not understand himself, and others 
undentand him still less. Farewell, my amiable child;' 
never did there exist a stronger attachment than that 
1 bear you. 

t 

* See the Lettei of the 8th of April. 
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tEFtj|B XCIX. 

TO TH^ same. 
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pMfc»i» Wu^ncsdsj, Msy iS* 1* 

1 BEG^ my deBY ditld, ^at may '^euceforth^ 
give to absence all the cr^i4> of establishtd so 

pel feet an utkderbtand^ng betireen os^ nor of hdMng 
confirmed me m the opinion of your love: but Allowing 
absence to have had a share in the latter, since it host 
fixed youi affection foi ever beyond the possibility of 
change, let me at least regret the Ume when X savv >oa 
eveiy day; you, who ai^ tjhe delight of my eyes^ and 
the only joy of my life; when 1 beard you every 
da^, you whose mind is more to my taste than that of 
any person I have over met with; let me not sepa* 
rate your presence fiom yoiii friendship: it would be 
ciud to divide them. No, 1 will rather believe the 
time is come when they shall go hand m hand, when I 
shall have the exquisite picasuie of seeing yon, without 
a cloud of regret, and at once make replication ibr all 
my past injustices, since you will teim them so. 

* 1 saw madame de Guise yesterday; she loaded me 
with a thousand expressions of fiiendshtp for you^ and 
charged me to tell yon of het having been at the point 
of death for neai thite days; madame Itobmette bad 
]oi>t all hopes of her, and all this by building toomneb, 
upon hei fust lying-in, and taking too much exercise/^ 
C cinti lual agitation, which dues not give a child time to ^ 
replace itse>f when it has been turned by violent 
crcise, brings on premature labour, which is ofMfbiyt 
X pioinmed to give yOu all ibese Instructions idyou 
should have occadon fof them* and to let you 
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she herself sdihred the thought of%iKVii}g 
sacrificed her child, body ani, smii 1 have nOw exe* 
cated faithfully the commlssidb, m the hope of its 
ing useful to you. Let me t^jure ypu, my child, to 
be very particular with regard to your health ^ you 
have nothing else to do* , 

That getulemi/a of yours, who so elaborately de¬ 
scribed it^y wit by line und rule, itottntl up his deOmtion 
• exlreraely wbl!,- a certain little devil said. 1 laughed 
heartily at what you j^^ioto about him, and re¬ 
gretted that you had nobody present nhen he was pass¬ 
ing on me such fine encomiums. I should very much 
like to have been behind tlm tapestry* I thank you, 
my child, for your auciitions to la Brosse; what a sad 
thing is ail o|d letter t have long thouglit it wor<ie 
than an old person; every thing it contains lias an air 
of dotage. 

It is very tiue that 1 love your daughter, but you 
are a wicked creature to talk to roe of jealousy; 
there IS ncithei in you nor in me the materials that 
compose it: it is rn inipcTfccUoii of which you arc iii- 
cap^iblc, and I giic j’ou no more reawn for jealousy 
than M. do (Jiignan docs. Ala<i! when the heart it* 
occupied with one object with which ito other can enter 
into competition, how is it possible to gne cause fo; 
joalousy, even to jealousy itself? But let ns talk no 
more of a passion that 1 detest; though it springs from 
an amiable source, its effects are cruel and hateful. In 
the next place, let me beg of you not to entertain such 
^ frightful apprehensions respecting my health, it gives 
you too much concern and uneasiness. I am p^^r- 
suaded you are already too much alive, and too ready 

e The letUr of the tsdi of Much did notcconeto baud till ku 
^ VMMdn aher d&tv. s ^ 
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a^d tiiereforc( X oo^ mare ^entreat yon 1:6 follow my 
example, and not care^ about it: the hoalth X enjoy i<} 
above the reaeb oityiitirmn fears; I shall Itve to love 
you; I ^ve up v^y V^hole life to this single occupation^ 
that is, to all the joy, the sorrow, the pleasuras, the 
tormetits, in short, to every senihtient that afiectioit 
for you can possibly inspire me with. ,, 

1 shall set out betweehc^this and VSh*t<suntide: X sho^l 
pass the holidays ^ther at I^Hbartrcs or atMalicorne; 
but most assuredly not at Palis. You are too kind to 
enter, as you do, into all the dulness of my journey; 
you may easily imagkie lioW often La Mousse* and 1 
shall talk of you i eitclUsive of the never-dying thought 
of you, tha$ makes so much a part of myself. It is 
certain I shall not have l^ebeH with me ; 1 am sorry 
for it, but I must be content. He come back from 
Chantilly, very much afflicted at the death of Vatel, 
which hai been aconsideiable loss to him: Gourville 
has put him in possession of* that small post in the hd- 
tel Conde> which I Was itientioning to you. Monsieur 
de la RochefoUCault says, that Gourville is willing to 
form an acquaintance With the ihllow, because he looks 
upon him as a rising man. 1 told him that my servant* 
svere not so Ibttunate eui hls’). This duke of ouTd lovelii 
3 "ou sincerely, and has dcsiied me to tell you, that he 
bhall not send your letteis back unopened. Madame 
de la Payette always bids me say a thousand things to 
you oit her part; 1 know not how well 1 acijuit myself 
of my commission. 

, 1 desne y ou will not speak so slightly of La Fontaiita 
as you do. Some of his fables will delight you> and* 

* A relation of tlie Coutangea ilunib. 

Gonville liad formerly Ixnpnafemnt to the duke de Is Roche* 
foticauh , and erety ose kooeafoa ^^hreotet he vRetwMe H^penwd iia 
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aoDoe of his stories charm concloMon ofiiis 

Oies dc ]Prite Philippe, teg Pmei^^&iepeitif Chien, and 
every thing in that way is very^r>%; it is only when 
be quits that style he becomes'* ' 1 wish I ^ould 

wri*c a fable on the folly of forcing genius *oat of its 
proper sphere ; and, ^liow him what discoM is made, 
when a person atte^ipts to sti ikc all notes at once. 

Monsie^de Marseilles has told the aj>b6 de Pont- 
farre of youH^^d^^ wfth child. I hare done ull in my 
power for a long tune to rortceal this misfmtanc j but it 
IS now too late, eve ry body lail^b at me. 1 embrace 
M. de Gngnan a thousand times, notwithsUnJing all 
his wickedness, and beg, sinOe he has been the cause of 
the evil, he will at least be at the pains of administering 
the remedy: I mean by taking all the care of your 
health that ib in his power; allow him to be master in 
this, as you oughvto be mistress in erery thing else. 
Farewell, my dear child; 1 embrace and kiss you. Con¬ 
tinue to wi lie to me no longer than is consistent with your 
health, and ne\er forget the condition you are in. lie* 
pl> less to my letters and tell me more of yourself. 
The longer I am in Britany, the more I shall be in want 
of that consolation; when you are not able to write 
yourself, make little Deville do it; but do not let her 
run into her do me the jus^iice to believe, and, I am viuk 
the greatest respect; let her talk of you; of what else ? 
of you and you alone. 

LETTER C. 

TO THE SAME. 


Psris, Friday, May 8, ififl. 

HEiflr om Still ! and here I most remain another week 
The u^ertainty of a camp in Lmrratiie, which is to de<- 
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teJ^lne wHeti^r 

occasion tff ntj^ * 

; of'UneJisiiies^H 
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nei^^rthe c^4ori, gives ^^but tOo:^ious ^as|^. 
Br dUq&i^. arif ;^i‘e oit)tlg^ iio rae fof . d*?, 

"^ei^^cein 

cross all' Fran^;ailter.y'^^-‘,^,3™0:^ai#fcl axn noW.ii^’wil > 
that:|j#vr|ii£h I’ shall^hortly bf» f». difficolt toJbeOr; ifeil 
uothiSi|r opUld detain tfee feasons that are Icnowja, 

to yoo,an^ me, and d^"4®3^ co'nBdiSritial.J^ieU^. 
d^llact^neville It is apiri^ Consolation to me to bavd«; 
him for a wimhsa ^nti^enia ?. not thdt Jt eland m 

’ need'of a‘witi#w^'^»tfe 
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deposit our dearest tfiiitihls in pf n. 

like him. ^ ... - ^:; ^ 31S ’ 'r'' 

I was a lohg tioie yestefd^^" madame da Pui-^n^ 
Fpu's; she has.,ai||ieat .regai^ ***4^ 

under obligation^ to hp’r for the care and concern dii| 
expresses for yoiV sdjb^^ni l^jpiced to find yo4' 
apply yourself to tbe thspeetiop of your household af-. 
fairs.^^rom iJbe moment, y^ b introduce rcga^ 

larity mto your'houw^ mqhll^nt 'yoa hecome 


the immediate..|$^»^ct^of ,,^i^';C $ oiiE^thiat per£iM;tioit ' 

then to the niany'Others yi^iifl!^se8S‘|:"'8iid,d6 not fel^^Jf 
in it: .we hipst dntirdy to fine Wn*. 

timents, but have a little <£onsideration for ourselves. as 
well as for othem.; ip 8'word, “Coutinoe What you have 
so well begun, * and pains to pt^rve^your healthy 
and to regulate yoqra|&irs.V IhOpO theabbe*^s jOuriiey>^^^ 
wfienever it happ«i^>/W^Jt^ to you. Farewell,'' 
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L^Ttnns <{(» 


Hfiy bfeloveil rhilJ. lam m tbc^iitmodt impailcntCyfto 
he ar hojv y(/u are afte^r your joi^ntey. 

LETTER at. 

TilE SAMT. 

PwU, Mrfy 13, 1671. * 

4 HArB received j»s>uif fetter Croln Mar«iciHts ; ii»*\ c r was 
I much ciUctUtned vi^iU wy accomtt jm oiy tife. 1 
lead It v>ith tile gicatest p)P 4 |$ure and atteutioii; 1 am 
Sony to tell you, a^ 1 know you do not like to hear it, 
but you have ceitaijiiy a ^cry happy niotle of de'senp- 
tion. My impaticace made me at ilrsi read your let¬ 
ter with avidity, but 1 soon stopt short, unwilling to de¬ 
vour it too fast; 1 grieved when 1 bad no more to lead, 
and I grieved for many re<iSQns *, for 1 see nothing but 
obstacles to yom letutilji though it is what I so ardently 
desire. Ah, my dear childa do not rob me and yourself 
of all hope! for.my part I shall certainly come to see 
you before you can % any resolutkni upon that head; 
this journey is necessary to my existence. 1 ttemble 
for } our health : you say you were almost stunned with 
the noise of the emtnon, and the shouts of the galley- 
slaves ; you hml ell the henours of a ^ueen paid to you, 
and 1 had infinitely more tlamt I am deserving of; never, 
surely, was any thing more gsdiant dian giving niy name 
for the watch-word. 1 plainly perceive I am frequently 
in your thoughts, and that dear Uftle mamma, as mon¬ 
sieur de Vivonne says, passes current still. I fancy 
Marseilles must have appeared a hne place to you, by 
the extraoidinary descriptkm you give me of it, which 
itself very agreeable. A novelty of this kind ba-t 
not lU equal; my curiosity is greatly raised, and I 
should he glad to see this new hell* Alas I that there 
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su4^ti!d be men 0ronain^ And day undef the 
'Of their chalnl! We<:|^DOtbtng of this kind here: it is 
tnie^we hear IVe<]|netltIy of sach things, and now and 
then see a string of tbem going through our streets, bttt^ 
this U nothing to #hat jfmsses at Marseilles: the image 
^'s Very strong in my mind. 

di mesu^ rhonrvre, esce il *. ^ 

in 

Yon say you looked wert/bot what then became of yonr 
shape S how did thaHigrce wit^ your beauty, and with So 
much fatigue ^ f have heord from scveial quaiteVs, that 
you have so good, so jui»t, so blear, and so solid an un¬ 
de i standing, that you are sole arbiter in the most im- 
poi tant alfairs^ It seems that you adjusted the quarrels 
between monsieur de Monaco i*nd another person, whose 
name I have forgotten. Vbur understanding is so clear, 
10 much above the common level, that the beauty of 
your person is forgotten in the charms of your mind: 
all this is said of you hem. }f yoq should find a prince 
Alamir, you have all the requi<utes in yourself te 
make the fir^t volume of a romance^,''without ray car¬ 
ing to set them forth to you; but I was unwilling 
to do Piovence so great an injustice, as not to let 
yoi know how much you are lionoured there, and in 
what manner they spea^ of you. I want to know if 
y on are quite insensible yourself to all the honours you 
receive ; for my part, I own to you, that they wontd^ 
not be displeasing to me. If you are still at Marseilles^/^ 
1 beg you will make my compliments to the genera) of 
the galleys f. But you Will be gone bcfoi e you receive 
t'lis. 1 am here Still, t am half distracted at the thought: 

1 intended to have set ouOast Friday, but the abb6 was 
almost upon hts knees to have it put olT till Monday. 

* AiAftomtheiiiidHOf iUneripdAetdtli^ 
t Mopmc'oi 4a Vivomae, 
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There is no getting a priest out of pAtii ; none Init 
women are for leaving it. } will ^ however on Moa^]’ 
day. I fancy you will be glad to know my travelling' 
equipage^ that you may see me pass by as 1 used to sce^ 
monsieur dc Jiusche. I shall have two coaches, seven 
coach*hoises, a packhorse for my bed, and three 
four men on horseback: I shall be in my mvn coach* 
drawn h^^nty two beautiful horses: the abbd will be 
•sometimes with rg^. 'In the'other, which will have four 
hotses and a postillion, la Moua^ and 

Helen ; sometimes the abb^' vtiih his breviary wjll fail 
into the second rank, and give place to Sevrgn6 and the 
breviary of Corneille. These are important details; but 
they please, when coming from those we love. 

1 shall take no notice to our ocean of the prefer* 
ence you give it; this would only make tt too proud, 
and It is but too much so already. Numbers leave Paris 
on Monday, as well as myself I do not know whether 
it is true, that Brancas is already gone, for he has not 
taken leave of me y I suppose he thought he bad. The 
otli^r evening, at madtime de Coulangcs’s, whqn supper 
W'as^brought in, and we were all sat dow^n, he continued 
standing at one end of the table* Sit down,’' said 1 to 
him ; ** you will take some supper I suppose.'^ But 
still he continued standing. Madame de Coulangcs too 
desired him to sit down: " Faith," says he, ** madame 
de Sanzei makes us wait for her strangely; surely she 
does not know that supper is on the tableso he was 
waiting all the whiler for madame de $anzci; and she, 
you must know, has been at Autrui these five weeks. 
This complaisance of hid set us all a*laugh!ng. IVladame 
de So^pbe * is with child: ahe has complained to hei 

i 

* Daught«v «f thetldcbess of Chwreiue, so famotM for the part she 
’’asok m the tntirigaeft of the roinority t luydiune de Soublse was serrrtb 
^b^eed by Lewis XIV. Thts coutvailed bofioar nade the fortunes of 
ffV&Btly. 
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'^6tlier of it, |>oot bat to »o por|>ose. You k|^ 

Kov it IS viritli liOUiigm. I wish 1 knew 

sd^ic good widoTtr ot gill viho was in the bame situation ; 
I would acquaint you with u for youi comfoit. The 
abbd TMu is set oflf^ he says Pans grows insupportaWy 
dull to hbn } he is gone straight to pontevj aud; it is 
all in his w<iy, which is foitunate^fiom theiue he goes 
to Richelieu, which is not ebove five Icagjdes farther^^ 
and there he w lU remafh.^ This ]|Vih) 9 ^y of Ins ie> laughed 
at by mt^y people^ as carr)yng*him still Taithei fiom 
his btsho^nc; but I leay it is the nearest road he could 
take to it. You see he is not quite so easy about the 
absence of madame de Fontcviaud, as he was about 
yours. If 1 were a little nearer to you, I would adopt 
}our way of telling thihgs ; tt is a thousand times more 
clear and mteUigible than mine; however, you hate 
guessed my meaning eictremely well, uhat is thtie too 
difhcult for you ^ You think my son'b com] any will 
console me fot the amusements of Pai is, and that the 
States will console me for the loss of my sou. But what, 
my lovely child, is to console me for your absence > In 
the w'oild I have hitheito found that nothing has the 
iea'>t pretensions to this. 

♦ 


tETTEB Cn, 

n 

TO tat SAME. 

Pwrf*, Friday, Maj 15,16? i. 

1 AM still here, my dear child, in all the vexation that 
attends delayed journeys, andjourneysthatcairy still 
ftither fiom a bcloted object: what madness it is to 
take a road so opposite to that of the heart > If I should 
ever hye to see all distafio^ remoYed between Provence 
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s^d I sliall be transported Witb joy* llte cofitinua) ^ 
desire I have lo receive your ielterft/ and to know the 
state of your healthy so preys upon my iieart, tt^St I 
M’onder how I am able to support it, ^ I expect to hear 
from you on Sunday, and on Monday I siiaU tet out. 

I am employed in giy'mg all the necessary Ol^d^rs fur 
having your letters j^ii\cyed to me as frequently and 
as speedily as possible, and 1 hope I ahall succeed to 
my wish. *' ^ 

Madame dc Crussol is w^th child, ^d O’hundred others 
besides. I svent yesterday tO take my leave of her, 
and of the shadow of madamo de Montausier. Had 1 
tmie, 1 svouid relate all the polite things she said to me; 
but my hands this morning are full of farcvt'clis and bu¬ 
siness; I am going to take leave of Lavardin. 1 shall 
make up my packet this evening; I shall then be moie 
at lei'»ui'e* 


Frldsj entititipr, Mri; id. 

At xnoni. de la Rucliefuiicinl<'s. 

1 AM now with a man who loves you, and begs you to 
believe it. He was greatly delighted in hearing me 
read your description of the galleys at Marseilles. Ma¬ 
dame de la Fayette is dictating a numbei^ of fine things 
to me, which I shall not tell you. We have been tak- . 
tng a walk to Faverolle's at Issi, where the nightingales, 
the hawthorn, the lilacs, the fountains,'and the fine 
weather, olTorded us all the innocent pleasures our heaits 
were capable of enjoying, h is a place where 1 hftve seen 
you. Ob, what food for my a0ection! If you remem¬ 
ber. we saw a cat there once ihsU> had like to have torn 

' ft 

out madaine de la Fayette’s eyes, no doubt with envy of 
their brilliiuicy. 1 have bid adieu to all the beauties of 
this country; 1 am bound to one far more rude: but 
there ^ no spot^ my dear child* where you arc not th« 
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>ole oblvc^- itty 4^o^^ht«. I have recotniiacnde<l my 
ileai httle d^Amelot and madame d*Or* 

m»4^on^ but j^articakrly to madame dii Put-du-Iou, 
with ^'vhoin 1 spi,nt t^o hoais yesterday, bho ban pro¬ 
mised to tak« moch care of her as if she was her 
own. 1 htive taken my leave of the d’Usus's and n bud'* 
died otheta* Monsieur do HanuburKs is dead: oan yon 
pictme to ^ourself his afflicted wiii^l her crape 
fillet } ^ The abbe de Foik is Fias leccivqd 

all the sacraments^aud is m/lns last agonies. 1 have 
lecetVed a letter fiom Coibmelli; he appears to be ex¬ 
tremely pleased with mo&siear de Vivomio, and his H- 
bti \lity. It YOU ever write tO Vaides, I beg jou wdt 
lut him know thrSi that he may see his friend is not 
I ngrateful. Good night, my little one; I am dull; I 
li) i nothing entertaining to send you If you love to 
bo pcifcctly beloved, love the love 1 bear you. 

lETTER cm. 

TO TUC 5A$i£. 


Monday, May 18, if 7 J 
Just JjOUl" t i » ( « 

AI last, my dear child, I am just rtad^ to aep^into my 
larriage: there*—I am m.—adieu* -I never shall 
that word to you without leal grief. I am now on my 
way foi Biitany; is it possible that arty thing can in- 
crease^thc dibtatice between us, when we are already 
sepal ated from each other more than two hundred 
leagues? But so it is; I have found a way to complete 
•It; and as you thought your town of Aix not quite fai 

f N • s * de Beautru, marcliioiiess of Hunbunf 

I In those days tli« widom wore « fillet oiet ihtir ibiehcatU, Idee 
die cloth ones worn by the oww* 
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etioogh tr6m me, 1, also, }o<^k Pm$ as t^o moch 
ill your netglibourhr>od. lIl^rMiiles to fly 

me, and I, to pay you in your oWn coiiv am goit^ to 
Vitie. But to Ue serious, my dear, our correspondeote 
will sufter by thi*; it used to be a great source of con¬ 
solation and amusement to me. Alas! wbat abalt I 
have to say to you ^om the mjdst of my woods? I shall 
have nothi(i^ to e^^rtain you with but ac<^onts of ma^ 
demoiselle du a***! Taqgine*; charming subjects 

these! 1 am veiy happ;^ iti what yop tell me iftf your 
health, but, in the name of Oo||c|, if ^ ou have any love 
for me, take care of yourself; do not dance, do not 
fall, take a good deal of rest; and, above all things, 
arrange your plans so as to lie-in at Aix, where^you 
may have tlie best and most timely assistance. You 
know how expcdiiiou.s you are on those occasions; be 
.suic to have evti) thing leady rather too soon than 
too late. Good lUdvens! what shall 1 not suffer at 
that pvMod! 

You Tclatc the dispute you had with our fnend VU 
Yonnr >t»y agreeably. I tiiuik the fault lies entirely 
on hii s'tle. ^ ou laid a famous tiap irt which you caught 
liim completely ; his <onfusion made me sweat for him, 
and he did so himself, I daie say : but in the end }ou 
matlv. it up and embraced him! a greatf undeitaking 
that, foi one in your situation; if your quaricls must 
end thus, you ought to have no quarrels nor enemits 
upon your hands. 

The pool abb4 deFoix i$ dead: what a melaftcholy 
event is this! who would have thought that a woman, 
who, but the other day, saw herself the niotber of 
three sons, and the eldest of them married, should now 

V 

* A pretty servant girl of madame de Silvigrcl'b at her kouse in 
Biitanj. 

Monsieur de Yivoune isSi renttAahls for hu great bulk. 
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f tic. at f^tfi||;t ^ . But no^^', 

n6tgive.a^ tartbing for/'' 
the of : be »s at present at ' 

A ^ I M. A'IL. ^ >.1^. .M A lM««*^ei1ll* 


"her and beats her^ 

breast ^buIVl)o you know that-'^' 

o\]yf4UUe §etul|^^^ * ^is brought toyl^d at^ cnoble ? . 
I do Aot kttOr^a:ib^W many' peopleto-day, t' 
Yest^|^^ft;^feJcQpo^ no/’fess,iiian twenty persons of, 
tjuali^^^p wiarebit ^^^.'W do like mo, .Monsieur'/ 
de Courstn^os gave a gmii^^bpper in compliment to me#" 
to v\ hicb every body came toiake leave of me. Adieu#,': 
niy most lovely and best beloved, child; 1 shall sleep at 
Bonnel, where I hope to find the same spirit of devotion 
that you left the^h'Som® time ago; if so, 1 will make 
the most of it; for# ^alasll ,I shall stand in need of it to 
make me suplp^rt with, patience this separation from a 
child 1 so passtonateiy'loyei .and all the feats 1 have for 
her health: think then, what 1 must suffer, with nothing 
to divert me from giving full scope to rny thoughts. I 
take your brother with me, and by that means take him 
from all the disgrace his foolish conduct had brought 
upon him. You may suppose his mistresses will not be 
inconsolable for his loss; I fancy I shall do very well 
v^Tith him, 1 am now fully persuaded of what M. de 
Grignan says. Ah, my dear count! I firmly believe 
you; there is no person but would have acted as you 
did, had |hey been in your place: you give good rea¬ 
sons for every thing, and make your defence in so able 
a manner, that 1 must forgive you ; but, however, you ; 
ought, to.reflect, that the youth, beauty, health, good. 


* She was a Longueval, and mothnrto madamc <ie Horensac, who left 
beluod her M, de Crussol and the duehe^ of AquiUon, . , 
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'spirits an»l pcrht‘ps life, of tlie woiuan y0a love, r&a}^ 
be desfiOAefl by too fiequeai tocurrertoe of the evjl^i 
you ore tlif aiiibor of. And now, my dear {.hil4^ iwv- 
iui? taken leave of your hu»bam1, 1 return to you- I 
bavo beard you are both umut’ces'jful at play. Ble*;® 
me I \%lu'uce ari<;os,tliK ill luck ? What can be the rea- 
f m of ihi‘I eon^^ual drwfszhn^ahis thatihaye alwavs 
hj'ind bat I am a-, as the rafn I 

, am know wheti^to have done. 

rAi«'Wt*ll llien, foi ihV hundredth* CifiPie, fareyvolb my 
di Tilt St child : pm* d’HarqucfN*ille a lliou^and thanks for 
the dally acts of fiicndshlp 1 receive from him: be 
emoi* into my feelmgHi that is a thing of the greatest 
con-etpioncc to me in the noild. Do hOt forget to ac« 
quT’nt Var hs hoNV h'glily C’orbinelli *«peaks of him. 

LETTER *CIV. 

FROM MADAME DL SRVICNL TO TUC COUNT DE BU^SV. 

Pails, May 1<>, 1071. 

I wnfTE to vou fioni the cel! of our little sister of St, 
Mane. 1 love this dear child; her understanding 
charms me, and her (uety excites my envy; for after 
all, my poor cousin, there is nothing so beneficial and 
so uise, as tht ciii*e of our eternal salvation. This good 
creature is occufued with no other thought; I should 
honour bei iheitfoie, if I were not in othei iispects 
iucliiud to esteem her. I now leave her, hbwever, to 
toll you that 1 highly approve your present octupation. 
It !>> woith} of ^ouiself; and I have pleasure in an^ci- 
pating the interest our nephews will take in these me- 
n>oits. 1 set out to-moirow for Biitany,’ where I shall 
rem lUi till AlUSaints. The sun of Piovonce shines 
upon my pool child. If ilie htmouis she receives could 
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make her Tfr^td htippy Mi^lhcd ; but 1 

<loubt that hei for our lo$«. Write 

to m* my deii countj fb Btitany^ 'ixid believe that you 
ai e scarcely Ic^ esteemed by me tlian yon are by oui 
litfle sister, except that she reverences you as a ihthery. 
and 1 honom you as my cousm* ^ 

LErmSu^* 

l ROM VAD TO SX \0 ilir D1 GWOX KS, 

Mtituorue, SatunUv, Ma) Sd, 

I iM Hist aimed heie, xvheie I found a letter liom youj 
such caie have I lalven to keep our concspoiidence un* 
interiupted. I wrote 10 you last Monday, my dear 
chiidj just as 1 was to set out; since then, I base 
been continually going farther and tartUcr from you, 
with so much giief of heait, and so lively a icmem* 
brance of you, as sometimes made thought u holly m* 
suppoit ible 1 bct out with jour picture in my pocket, 
which 1 am ttery moment gizing upon. It would be 
no easy nutter to st< al it fiom me without mj perceiv¬ 
ing It, it IS a charming pictuie* my mind is tuti of 
your (Uar idea, and my heart of the mos^ unbounded 
^(nd(iius> thi IS my iraiclling equ p ig<, aitd thus 
nitinlcd am I going tlircc hundnd Ica^ucs iiom you. 
We 1 aif hiuigicativ incommoded with the beat. One 
of m\ fitu hoists IS lett behind at Palaisscau , the other 
six havifheld out \ci\ well so tar, 

W e set out hcfoic tw o o'clock in the nioimng, to avoid 
iji luat To-day again we were mtht ( worxls. befoie 
A not a was Stirling, m order to see Sylvi i, I mean Ma- 
licorne, wheie 1 shall stay to-moirow. Here I found 
the tw o little girls. 



arj . 




un «ir ^ 


Said I> 


K# 

Ces pet tB Bont B&ns doute it o^n kan 
] iiyons l«»s——— f. 


Hot howevei, 

^ Nob wnt pan trptt & ia 

' For I nevcii^l cheer any jvhere^ nor a 

mo e agictable hou%e : 1 stood i]n’'^ee^f>f all the \iAter 
the place alioidtd, to refiosh me aftei the dieadful heat 
1 hive sufllcitd the past week. Our abb€ is \ery well; 
my son and la Mousse sic great comfuits to me. Wc 
have lead over Cor icille again and again, and repeated 
viith the same pleasuic our former admiration of him. 
We have likewise a new book of Nicole’s vi*th us. The 
subject IS much the same as Pascal’s, the education of a 
pi tnee; but il is of that ^ort that there is no being weaiy 
of We shall get to the Hocks the 27th, where 1 shall 
find the gicatcst pic asuic 1 can have, a letter from you. 

I or the future you need not wiite to me moie than once 
a week, foi the letters will be sent from Pans only on 
Wednesdays and I should have two at once. Methinks 
I am robbing myself of half my treasure, 1 am, howcvei, 
content to do It, since it is so much tiouble sa\ed tr 
you in your present condition. I must be m very good ' 
humoui to allow this. Ioi Heaven’s '•ake, mv child, lake 
Care of yuuiself, if you haie the least regaid^ fui me* 


* With pluz/ct grtm and air dtmuri, 

And $cr amin^ vo cc.— - 

■f Thc&e ai(- the (hil hen of our fntnei * 

Let us aiind them——. 

t Oui meals ate not oi airy kind See La Fontaine's lahlc of the 
£>gle and the Qwl (i Atglc et rHihou). 





m 


^ * 0 h * wbftt concern about your dear person!* 

I Will you never h^ye'^ji^iient’a rest ? must your whole 
life he thus worn out Wth continual fatigue ? 1 per* 
^ fectly undcr'itand M» de Ongnan’s reasons; but, ill 
. truih, if a man loves his wife, it 19 natural to have a little 
compassion for her. 

My fan, then, came very opportdi^ly. Bid you not 
think It vciy pretty ? But what a trifl ^ do iiot/depnve 
me of this little pKeasurc wb ep Lwe aj^o^portunity of 
enjoying It; rathj|c ^ank fOTindolging myself in 
these mejSe nottrfngs.^'Jb^mo hear a good deal about 
you, that is the main point* '* Remember I am to have 
a lettei from you every FiiiUy, but icmembcr at the 
same time, that I cannot see you now; tliat you aie as 
it were a thousand leagues from me; that you are with 
child ; that you are in a bad state of health. Think,~ 
but no; think of nothing, leave the business of thought 
to me, in my long shady alleys, whose dreary melan¬ 
choly Will add to mine; I may walk theie long enough 
before 1 shall find the treasure I had with me the last 
time I was m them. Adieu, my dearest child ’ you do 
not mention yourseli often enough to me. be always 
exact m obsciving the dates of my letters. Alas • what 
amusement can they now affoid you? My son em¬ 
braces you a thousand times, lu liclpsgUMtly to amuse 
, he does all in his powei to phase me , sometimes 
we read, sometimes we ch it, jou know how. I,a Mousse 
coniiibutes bis shaie, and oui abbe as much as the best 
of them , we all adoie him, because he adores you. lie 
has at last left me his whole foitune *; he had not a 
moment’s rest till that was done; do not mention this 


* Madame <*( SA w« the favourite niete of tlie alibC de Cott- 
langev, and as he pa^<>e<l the gnaiesi part of hia lif* wnh her, no hii^ 
«ould he more uatural than his leaving her hu whole ftVUine at hb 
death 



to any one ; the family woald till tipoa bia back li 
they heard it: but love hiBii> upon my reconi- 

xnendatioii^ and love me also opoH my oun. 1 embrace 
that Orignan« noiwithhtandmg all in') crimes and misde- 
mt allots. 


fttWER CVI. 


^/HE 8AML. 

the Rg<^ *i 

^ Sunday, Ha} 31 > 1671* 

Ar la^t, my child, I am at the Hocks. Can I behold 
these \talks; nn 1 view these ornaments, this liitle 
closet, these books, these looms and not die wi‘h grief? 
Some iccollct tions aic agi(cable ; but (line aie oihcis 
again so lively and so tendei that they are haiul^ su]>“ 
poitable ; such aic uiinc with lespect to ^ou. And ^nu 
nia^ edsiK guess the efltct this is liktl)' lO produce ma 
heait like. mine. 

If jou continue pi’ctty well, my dtar child, 1 he- 
lit\c 1 shall nut c(>ine to \ou till lUAt vcai. Britanv 

V k 

and Piounce aic not iily ronipatible: h ng jouineys 
aie stiange things: if wc neic always to contnnu m 
tho same mind w< aie in at the ind oi a jouiney, we 
should nevci stir tioni the pi ice wc wtie then iii. biy*- 
Piovidcnce in kindness to us c Mives « to foigtt it. It 
js much the same with lying in women llcatcn p( \ - 
mits this foigctfulncss that thcvvoild may be^piopkd, 
and that folks may take jouineys to Piovtnce. Alii e 
therefore will alloid me tho greatestj<y I ever icctntu 
in my life, but how cuul a thought i** it to v(< no did 
to youi stay there * 1 moi>w aud uioic admiu and i{ ^ 

plaud youi pjudence; though, to tell you ihf tnrh I 


• The name of mai'amc de b4 


VI 


< ( *i. It I \ l>rn 1. V 



M ^ Kc^e'*- 

_ iw ^'^.Ai'ivi: _rv.'-.t*. «r- .'. 


^u$t atfrays liV^ tti. il 
there wputd be no 


pi^ jn a -dififereiit lig^t. We 
' ' wTtboiit that consolation 


I Sfon^tinies pass such me¬ 
lancholy^ momer^., ih tb.c wpi^^ that I return- aa\ 
changed, a9;pn^ iust out of a feer. I\fency you mm.x 
yout ^Do not fiiil totelt 

me how yon, (*rigry.;n, I'b^peo})^ ^ 

here hid desigil^.ia m4^j«fSl»al entry Ibr 


iiiy son|;- ^aUli»t^l?Vl 1500 men undeir 

arm<iri^^.',wellrftr]bs,M^‘JW& ribatida roohd their 

necks*^ and t4d.maix|^d.win whhtn a league of the*. 
Rocks. ' But guess what hap^hed ! our abb i had writ¬ 
ten ivord tb.at wc should be ^lere on Tuesdey>,«,and 
afterwards forgot tp^mention H ihus* Acccwingly ilmse 
poor people were waiting under arms the whole day till 
ten o'clock at uight^ when they returned home very' 

. much chagrined at-their disappointment; and behold 
the next day, which tvas, Wednesday, we came in as. 
rjuiet and peaceable as^ lanibs,. without dreaming that, 
a little army had been drawn out to receive us! We 
were a good deal vexed at tins mistake; but there was 
no remedy; so much ^r our first setting out. Made¬ 
moiselle d-u Ptessis is just as you loft her; she has form¬ 
ed a new acquaintance at Vitro that she plumes,^^er-» 
self mightily upon, because she is a great genius, has 
read all the romances, and, more than that, has hftd' 
two letters from the jjrincVss de Taranie. I was wicked) 
enough w^set Vaillani upon telling her that f was jea¬ 
lous of this new friend of hers, and that, wlien I heard, 
of their intimacy, it had ghren me the greatest uneasi¬ 
ness, though I had taken noVtotice of it to her. It re¬ 
quires the pen of a Molitre todiescribe all she says upott 
tlie occasion; and it is highly amusing to see how art- 
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fully bht ttan»ges me, and wiitt ivhit care she svoidu ' 
apeaktng of roy supposed rival bafors nr/ face^ I too 
play my part seiy vie)]. My little trees are grown sur* 
prisingly ; Piloid * js raising their stately head* to the 
clouds In short* nothing can be more beantifti! than 
these walks* which^yoa fiist saw planted. You may 
resnembei I once A^ve you a bttle device which was 
thought «vciy suiS^lc. Here is a motto I wiote the 
f other day tree^ljjrl^ | intend for my son who is 

just leturncd tiom Candie. Wugo ih*/gmaf* la it not 
pietty, notwithstanding its cdSdleness^ YesteWaj' 1 
bad anothci inscribed in honour of the idlers* Belhcosa 
fat nientei^ Ah* my dear child* what a wild roman¬ 
tic air my letters have ^ What i!» become of the time 
when I used to talk of Pans like other people? now 
you will hear of nothing but mjsolf, and to show you 
what conBdence 1 base ni your aflection* I am persuad¬ 
ed this will be the most agreeable intelligence I can 
give yon. I am highly pleased with my company 
here. Oni abbe is at all times an excellent companion 
1 a Mousse and my son are satisfied with me* and I 
with them We always seek one another; and if busi¬ 
ness at any time takes me from them* they are at then 
wit*s end* and think it scry odd m me to picfer a faim- 
er's account to a tale < f La Foutaine's. They are all 
passionate Ij iii lo\e with you. I fancy you will hear 
frotn them soon. I choo 2 »e however to be beforehand 


with them* for 1 do not love talking to you in a ciowd. 
«|d[y dealest chiWk will \ou always love me?''my life 
de|ieM|||L^pon yoor afliction* that* as 1 told you the 
othdpVy* constitutes all my joy and all my sorrow. 


* Ihe gardenet at the KoLki. 

•f AnxtOtts tor tame. 

2 What a fine thu^ it is to do nothing I 
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Let me add, that my prospects am embittered with the 
creel thought that I must necessarily pass so muidi ol 
my* life at a distance from you* 


LETTER evil. 

TO TBB SAHIB, 

\ 

The Rocka, bu'iwy, vune 7, tSfi, 

J RECEIVED your two lette^ with a joy that no tonguei. 
can express. /That .rhich you wrote to my'son is not 
fricasseed in snow ; but rather in salt, and that in large 
quantities; it is a finished piece: 1 leave him to answer 
It, and to acquaint you how he has succeeded in his 
panvh, and at the bait at Vitre* We read Bertrand du 
(auesciin through in four days, and were very much 
ai«ui>cd. But you did not See clearly, my child; my 
cart lagc did not break down on the road; its springs 
were forged by the hands of Vulcan himself^ or they 
could never have held out a tliird Journey into Bntany* 
You mean, that one of my horses, the finest creature m 
the whole kingdom, was left behind at Nogent, and, as 
1 have since been informed, died there: this is what de« 
ceived you. I had indeed a fit of the colic some tiipe 
ago; but 1 admire d’HacqueviUe's telling you, that 1 did 
hot acquaint him with it. The jest is, that he wag him* 
self to blame upon the occasion; and as be had en* 
gaged to be quite perfect, he would not push his justifi* 
cation vrith me, but endeavours to acquit himself to 
you, by laying the blame upon me: but I never can bu 
wanting in any point of friendship to him; 1 have a 
gleat regard for him, and his friendship is an iiiesttmn* 
ble treasure to roe. I will tell you how it happened. 
I went to mass in tlie.coach with my turn, and by the 
way found myself very ill; Iwas apprehensive of what 

\Ot. I. L 
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would follow, and so drovt, back iiinncdiately * nlun 1 
got home, I votmUd cxtruml) , a violent pam s izid 
me in tlic left ‘'Uk, the vomiting continued duung the 
night, and the pain grew woisc ami 'lUrndcd 

%viih a gicat oppi< smoxi. Ihe aluim was piLsenllj 
given: Pequet w as sent foi dutctlv, who took v cm 
care of me , an apolnrccarj. wa'» sent ioi likewise, he oi- 
dend me into the ^iippet-hath , piopie wtre dtspatciud 
jfoi the luibs to make it with if I had Ind twtnt\ ser¬ 
vants, they wonlu hax heiyi all tiiijido^uti I neui 
ome thought of imHlame de 1 1 hayettt ,()ui little ta- 
pestiy-ni 'kti, who was tlnn gom to woik h« hei, told 
hei how ill J wa*i she came in while Iw s in the hi h 
she told me w 0 It Ji wl bi ought hei, uul lint sire iut 1 
metaiootnnn ofirflai ([ik viile\ an • h ul uiioiim 1 him 
oi m\ itimss, in the (titatn<v that his niastd viuid 
come tost! im the in nn nt h» lit nd ol it ill, tin 
flay p'Xs I d < \ei 1 I li s ni nnit i, without in\ < o i heni^ 
at toli abUtd tin m vt in lit I w i \(i\ nl no mu*- 
liowetti ol <'’llat ]MeMlU I tilt ill (.chit vny stjk> 
sibly « it i. ivi in uiie I'^n and I tould no' help 
apt iking ot It 'I hi mst mom ng 1 w i «fonje \nat bet- 
tei, and in these c^se- to be betltr and to he tuied, i> 
much the snne tiling Then mo.isj* in <l Oiius^-on e mu 
m a gieil bight, hiMngliftn till it int pdace, he 
said, by d’lJaequetibe, thai I v % m i > i 1 so In knew 
It. In tlie (\enina 1 stnt him a li tie ttt dt i eon ] ! t < 
nig note, which einbniassid him a < od 11 ] Ht 
made, when he emit, a git it nimv tiilliUj, c \^a^e^ 1 

told him 1 had not sinl to nnd mic dt 1 1 1 ijette lb 
took no notice of whti he hid snd to moiisiei i dOi- 
messon, whu h was whit m utc most again-jt Jnin , nJd 
I, obNCiving this, took no notice ot I mvsv If, but adin - 
ted his excuse, that he did not know of my dincss tnl 
the received ruy note. Ibis is a mightv entcitatning 
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t.l«ry, and an extremely necessary one; but, howeter, it 
is all trutii. My dear child, if you are not fatigued 
with this recital, you must be in excellent health. 
Well! I vow I will never plague you with so long a 
one again. 

And so you saw a poor old man that was going to be 
broken upon the wheel. He behaved better. It is to be 
hoped, than a certain count Frangipani, who was exe« 
cutod about two months ago at Vienna, for a conspiracy 
ag iin<^t the emperor. Tliis Frangipani found himself so 
ut\ ible to undei go the shame and horror of a public 
death, that they \v<.re forced to draw him to the placft 
oi (vtcutioii, and hold his legs and arms till the execu- 
tjoner did l<i oiHce. This is just as 1 should behavo 
upon the sxiuf occasion. Now v\e arc talking of pu** 
nishiiieiits I must tell you of one that will make you 
shudder. .Monsieur du Plossis had a complaint in both 
his feel, similar to what you once had in yours: instead 
<>1 treating it in the same manner as Charon treated you, 
he met with a very skilful personage, a wondoful man! 
as mauame du Plessis called him, who projxosod a little 
auodvneof hisow'ii; and what do you think it was? 
Why to tear out the iiaiU of his two great toes by the 
loot, in order, as he veiy sagely observed, to prevent 
iht^ disorder from leiuniing again. The poor man was 
c onfined to his bed with this gentle operation, when we 
'Mine heie; he walks about a little now, l)ut in a very 
'otleiinu in.i.iiier. I think he will always hear from 
'.omchotlv f oditr: ** Take care j'ou do not fall, you are 
not very l.iio on your feet.” As for mademoiselle du 
Plessii, she is the same extraordinary per:>ODage as 
ever, she had heard, it s'xcms, tint monsieur dv 
triigii.in was the handsomest }‘ouih in the world: 
think you hear her say this in her peculiar tone, and 
\o*i will he ready to gi\e her another box on the 
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ear'*'^. J am sometimes unfortunate enough to sa^r 
thing that pleases her: I \\ ish you could hear her praise 
and imitate me; she has retained some good things of 
yours too, when you were last here; these she gives us 
over and over again with the same grace. Ah me! if 
1 had nothing stronger to put me in mind of you, how 
happy shohld I be! 

Pomenarsf has constantly some action or other 
against him, and of so serious a nature, that his life is 
at stake. He was soliciting bis judges the other tlay at 
Bonnes, with a very long beaid, and was asked by 
somebod}, why he did not get himself shaved : ** Who, 
I?*' said he, ** f think I should be a very great fool to 
give myself any trouble about my face, till 1 know to 
whom iny head belongs: the king disputes it w'ith me 
at present; when the afTair is decided, if it belongs to 
me, I will take care of it.'* This is the pathetu style 
in ss Inch he endeavouis to engage the compassion ot his 
judges. 

You \^ill see by the bishop of Marseilles* letter, that 
we are still upon a friendly footing: it seems to me as 
if I had received the very same letter ten tiiAes: he 
does not run into the Justice to believe^ but desires me 
to be persuaded that he is^ with extraordinary veneuttion, 
the bhhop of MatseiUes, and I take him at his word. 
Keep np the friendship that is between you ; do not 
take oiV the mask, nor be at the trouble of having an 
enmity upon your hands; it is a greater burden than 
you are aware of. What impudence, to ha\\i your pic- 

* Srr the Ijettcr of the 36tli of July following. 

A peniteman of ttntany, of whom it is said, that ha\mg had an 
action bnwt'ht agiinsi liini for utuimg falbe monty, and being i leered 
on h s ttial, ht paW his fees ami churgo in tht same cum. See the 
LcUers of the abth and 29lh oi July following,‘aiKl the article Bonilla 
n thi Mcmoiis ot Amelot de la Hou&'aic, 
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^ute drawn! I am glad ot it however; it ij> a sign you* 
arc looking well. Your biother la a conipoiition oi oddi¬ 
ties,* but he doe^ veiy well litre* We have now and then 
a little seiious cunveisalioii which might be of advan¬ 
tage to hifn, but his mind i^ rather too much like whip¬ 
py syllabub weie it not ioi that, he would be amiable 
enough How goes on youi Imlian? have you foi got¬ 
ten It ” 1 read a little now and then, by way oh keeping 
It up. You say that M. de Gngnan embiaces me. Yon^ 
have laid aside ^our respect then, my dear Giignatn ; 
but come and play a little at mail with me; ft is at pre¬ 
sent such chaiming weather, I so long to see you play, 
you play with such a grace, and make such pretty 
»tiokcs; indeed it is very cruel of you to refuse me an 
houi’b walk only. Come then, my dear child, and 
Ut us have a little chat together. 

LETTER CVIII. 

TO THE SA&fr. 

Tlir Rocks, Wednesday, June lo, 1671. 

1 AM going to entertain you to-day, my dear child, 
with what is called rain and hue weather. 1 had 
not your letteis till Iriday, and I answered them the 
l^uiid'i^ fulloiv mg 1 begin then with the rain, for fair 
weather is out vf the question I or this week past it 
has rained incessantly. 1 say incessantly; for the ram 
lias onlf been interrupted by storms. 1 cannot stir 
abroad, my workmen aie all dispersed, and I am de- 
vouied wiiii melancholy: La Mousse too is very low- 
sainted . we read indeed, and that just keeps us alive 
My son is gone to Rennes, whither we thought it ne¬ 
cessary to send him, to pay a visit to the hist president, 
and sev cral other friends that 1 have there j if he has 
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time, I pievail on bnn to go arici see mohsicur cU* 
Coe&quen; be is old enough now tor these things. 
There was a ball at Vitre again on Sunday. 1 very 
much fear that my son \iili become too iund ol tin 
company of ten or a doseii men th it supped with him 
the other night at the castle ot bi vigne; they may be 
borne with, but he should be very cautious ol foiinmg 
loo great an intimacy with them. A dispute aio‘-e be- 
, taeen two of the party, about some ti ifle oi othei: 
the lie was given; to it they went; the company endia- 
vuured to part them; there was a git at d< al ot talk, cind 
very little sense: however, inonsieui !e inai(|nis^ had 
the honoui of making up the diiieience, and nlteiwanli* 
set out for Rennes. There have been great cabaK at 
Vitr^ s mademoiselle de Croqueoison complains, that at 
a hall the other day, inademoi-jellc du Ccnii did not 
offer her pail of some oranges she had. We mu't hcMi 
what mademoiselle dll Picssis and the Launayis have 
to say|on this subject, as they know ail the circum¬ 
stances relating to it. to mademoiselle du 
she lets all hei aflans at Vine run to ruin, because ohe 
will not stir in them, from the fcai of making me jea¬ 
lous on the account of her new ftiend : and it was but 
the other day, that, to make me quite i asy, she ^aid 
as many ill-natured things of her as she c ould. W hen 
it is fine weather, this nonsense makes me laugh : but 
when it is bad and gloomy, I could give her a box cn 
the ear, as you once did. Aladame de C onlangi s v' i ites 
me word, that she has heard nothing ot as, ex¬ 

cept that, out of hts six coach*horse.s, he has only on 
left, and that he was the last person that disrovcird >t. 
1 hear no news: oui little Alogit is ai bei moilui’s, \nd 
it IS thought that M. de Seigatiai is to be niair » d to 

* Meaning her ton die niiwpus r»f ( 
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'bc< 1 sup})ON( \o\\ au* in no wint of pers^his to fur* 
^ou wiih inttlhgente, toi my pan, I de^pisp tri¬ 
vial rn r nrrfju 1 imoniv tor those that smpnsc and 
astcHiisli I h 1 one I met with this seiy morning, 
vvhiU t le ibh< ind I wtu m his study tojj* ther We 
found, mrcikonii with those c<vtmteti» ot his, whioh 
ait so i,ood, til it with all th d has fallen lo me, I ought 
t » lit vvoith >f(>,OfK) liviet"* t!o you know, tl it what 
o ir dtai abhe h s Irft me, will not amount to le s than* 
'0,(>()() it MU *' And do you think I am not impatunt 
to ht III jM) Sts ^lld i0(),0()0 fiauLS f mn I'ur^ua- 
dv tins Ills c » no since jnii weu m iiie^ th* rest, 
\/ 100,0 ^0 tio\»ns, l>\ inviiumige, 10 lOOciown* 
Ki h} AJ (1 l Ch Ions, and 20,0< 0 ii iius, m little le- 
'^icKs trom one or two of mj'^ unciis, hut do vou not 
woiuUr w iitlur m;y jien is runnin^ with i should 
<io niu(h htlltr to tell \ou wJiit 1 suflti c\erv day, 
vlicn 1 r(fit (t m what plants IhoMduue Ins destined 
us to pi ^ oni Incs Ihis is a continu »1 somce of un- 
t isiMc s 1(1 int, hut let It n it he so to \ ou, y < u have not 
till ‘ini' u son, you ait with a hush aid tint ado^e^ 
you, ind n ihe aiulst ot liononis ind sphndour; bot 
sndenour, if pos^blr, to woik somi mirule m your 
iflfuis, so thit \our return to Parts may be Ktardtd only 
J}\ tiu dutus of your post, and not fiom necessity. It 
stiy (asy to 1 ilk thus, 1 wish it wis as easily earned 
nto extculioM, and vm h< s ne not iuibidden ns They 
iritt m vioid, that in id ime de Valavone is at Pans, 
in 1 th.1^ she IS foi ever tliking of youi beauty polite¬ 
ness VI t, talents, and, i»i short, of the new ht ad-dress 
\ou ha^e invented, which it seims you haic <\tcutecl 
in as good a style a<s if you had In on in tin midst of the 
eouit madimede la Piochc anil 1 liait at least thef 


* t lur sol >0,0 oJ stirln", retkonm ^a hvrr ei lod halfjicnn- 
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iioaoiir of Karing de&ci ibcd it 9o virelb a*' to put \ oa rm 
- tha way of performing thebe wonders. She is at Pai n 
stilly that ha. Troche: she is to her own house 

about the latter end of tins month. As foi me, 1 do 
not know what the States intend doing; hut 1 t.jiey 1 
shall run away for fear of being ruiiud: it is a mighty 
pretty thing to put myself to tlie expense of iitai a 
thousand iirowps in dinners and «iuppei8> and all for the 
honour of keeping a bummer-house for M. and madairic 
de Chaulnes^ in^dame de Kolnm, M, de Lavaidin, and 
half Britany; who, without kiiovsing any thing of me, 
will, to be in the fashion, honour me xMtli their com¬ 
pany. Well, we shall see bow it will turn out 1 shall 
only regret leasing M. d^Hairouis and this house, be¬ 
fore 1 have half finished by business. But, my dear 
child, the gieatest imlniatiun I have at presmt is to be 
a little religious. I plague La Mousse about it c\eiy 
day: I belong neithci to God noi to the devil: 1 am 
quite weary of .such a situation ; though, bttvietn you 
and me, I look upon it as the most natuial one ni the 
world: 1 am not the devil’s, because i Kai (lod, and 
have at the bottom a principle of religion; tin n, on the 
other hand, 1 am not properly God’b, because his law 
appears haid and iiksome to me, and 1 cannot bring 
myself to acts of self-denial; so that altogether 1 am^ 
one of those called lukewarm Christians, the gieat num¬ 
ber of which does not in the least surprise me, for i 
perfectly undeistand then sentimints, and the rcacoii-^ 
that influence them. Howevei, we :ue told, tbit this 
18 a stati highly displeasing to (lod; if so, we must get 
out of It; alas' this is the difficulty. Was ever aii;y 
thing so mad as 1 am, to be thus eternally pcstcim^ 
you with my ihapsodies? My deal child, lubk 
as they say here: but 1 must chat wicli \ou, it is s(t 
truly delightful to me; be slmc howevei not to uiu 
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me an answer, only let me hear of your jieaUh, wiA 
a 1 1 tile spice of jrour sentiments, that I may see that 
yuu are happy, and that you like Gngnan } that is all. 
Love me; though wc have turned the woild into iidi- 
cule. It IS iiatuial, it is good. 


LETTER dX* 

TO Tiic salts. ^ « 

The Rocks, Sundi^i Ji]^e 14, 1671. 

I fcxPECTro to have received tuo letters from you last 
Fiitlay, and instead of tw'o I have not received onel 
Ah! my dear child, wliatoer may be the cause of this 
delay, it is impossible to express the anxiety it has 
given me. 1 ha\e nut been able to sleep these twcj^^' 
niglits. I sent twice to \ itre, in older to amuse myself 
With hopes, but in \ itn 1 now peiccne, that my 
peace depends wholly upon the ploasuic of hearing 
from you. Here am 1 insensibly fallen into all the ex* 
tiaiaganccs ot Chesieiea, I can now enter into his 
gtiefs, they arr like mine; 1 now know what he must 
hase fell in not receiving that letter of the 27th; it i$ 
impossible to be happy if one is to resemble him ; God 
foi bid that 1 should be m bis s tuation ; it is you, my 
Mcar child, who must preserve me from it. Farewell, 

1 am out of humour, and am very bad company: when 
. J receive another letter from you, 1 shall fiqd my toi^e 
again. jWhen we go to bed, our thoughts are only of 
a dark grey, as^M. de la RochefoucauU says, but in 
the night, they become auibfcd^ack: 1 kimw but too 
d'ell what be means 
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LLTTER CX. 

TO THE SAME. 

The RocL$t Sunday, Jane 21, i6Ti 

Now, my dear child# I once more brcatlie *\t my ea^e. 
I have supped like mon*«icur do la bout he*; ruv heart 
is freed iiom a load that would not suiTei me to rest a 
moment: 1 had been two po'^ts without reeeiting a let* 
ter from you, and was in such mxiety about } our health, 
that 1 was ieduced almost to wish that you had written 
to eveiy body except myself. I could better have 
borne to have been a httle behindhand m your lemcni' 
brance, than to have undergone the dieadfnl uncettatn*- 
ty 1 was in. But, gfodliciun ' how much do I re¬ 
pent cominunieatmg all my uneasinesses to you * I know 
they will gne pain to you wlun they ait it an end wi h 
me This is the nnsfoitunc ot bung at such a distance 
j/llas ’ It IS not the only ont. 

You tell mt marvdinus stones ol your ttu monies on 
Corpui (hnsti day, they aiC so ditarUulJv pof me, 
that 1 am ^uipnsed how \oui good archbishop ^ could 
sufiei them. It is true iiidted, he is an It iian, and thi^ 
fashion comes fiom bis country. ^nd so, my dt 
child, you still pieservt youi good looks; whit' you 
are not pale, thin, cast down, like the pi nccss Olym¬ 
pia* Oh* 1 am too liapj)y , fui Ib i\enS sike unusc 
yourself 111 evtry possible wav, and dj> neiy hung m 
your pow-ei to preserve \ouistU. I am glad to hcai you 
are attentive to your dress; the negligence vie soniuih 

• bee Moluit’b S<h(K)l foi Women (i I (oU di Iimi Act li. 
Svtiu MI 

't' CaiiUnal Grmuldi 
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rtjjHKulKd \Oil for, miy I'dvc ploascd yoJiir husband, 
hot it u I \i.i\ .uiiiovitit; to otheis We bjive had ih- 

< <'i-lilt I Mils heie, aiiJ, iiisu id of saying. After ram 

< om* s soil**' uu, wt siv, After lain come'- wet weather. 

Out wot Linen it il! t 'spirsttl, ami, nisteail of addn s-*- 
ing It tti to int at tfu toot,of a tree, you innrht 
have d ‘tiled it to the clumncv-corner. We have had 
a »!(; It (It a1 of busiiusc npun oui hand*! stare wc came 
hithii wi fnvi not yoi dttrnnmed vvhtther we shaU 
ily the •StaU'^, oi (;hall l,ue tiiini This is ceitain, that 
aeaii \tr\ In fioin foi we tall? of you very 

ficqiie itU , but 1 llnnk of you mote, msomuili that 
i soiretimes will not talk of you at ail, tliere aie cet* 

no e\(esses tint i((]uire louection, lioth tn legard to 
i^ood manner^ and poliiv. 1 think how we ought to 
ut to avoid btjnjf tioiibksoine to othcis, and study uiy 
old iissonq. We u id a c;ii it <lt -I h< r< : I.a klousse has 
desired that ut ,ii i v ' 1 I a s » u ^ri ilu i; [understand 

tliat aiithoi well, as bt iti|# (x ilt 1 1 lu sir -s ot Itaiioii; it 
IS an .ipiU'tiiut r.t to nu^ I ijM< tosc’s L,ilin and good 
sinsi tot>ttbii lendii him in apt scbolai, and my pr ic- 
rite, and tlie <'o »d ui .sii rs I havi liad, maLe me a good 
raisUtss ’ov son IS always ifading some tiiflo or 
othi I , ton.idus, which he itpeatS‘likc Moliere him- 
-'11, iti'>f , roniantes, histones, f\,c . in s|^ort, he is 
*ji Miy tntcUlining companion, has wit, good undei- 
indM ^ and ha> found the way to allme us ^rom 
‘•s*(?ding sPiious subject*' is wt, at first inUnded, vrhen 
iic'TTas Aft us, we shall begin agnq with some of NU 
cole’s moral pieces. We must endeavour to pa^s life as 
^agueably as possible, and how < an that be done at a 
liundred tlmnsand leaguPa* dist nice Iroiu you ? You 
obsei ve veiy juN^ly, that wc see aiio -»pfak lo cat h other 
till 0 * 1 .h a thick ti^pe. You know i.ie Rocks, and your 
111 "? nation can easily direct you to ii c. For niy pait. 
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I cannot metnagc so well in tins respect. I have form¬ 
ed to myself a Provxnce of my own^ a house ii Ai\, 
perhaps moie splendid than yours rcall} is, and there i 
find ^ou. I see Grignan too, but you h'lie no tiets 
there, which vexes me, for 1 cannot see distinctly wheie 
you walk: 1 am afiaid the wind should blow \ou ofl 
your terrace. Oh ’ could I but think some sudden gust 
would transport you hither, I would always keep my 
•vindow open to receive you. God knows, I am cairy- 
hng this folly of mine to a gicat length. But to return: 
1 think the castle of Giignan a very fine one, it has a 
great deal of the ancient Adhemars about it. I am de¬ 
lighted to find how much oui good abbe lov es you, 
his heart seems as waim towards ^ou, a%> if 1 had fa¬ 
shioned it with mv own hinds. foi this very reason I 

V • 

almost adore him. It is dioil thit youi little girl, hnd- 
mg she durst not aspire to the peifection of hti mo¬ 
ther’s nose, would not-, but I say no moi t 

however, she has takin the thud way, and thought 
proper to have a little flat nos^*. My dear, are you 
not angry with her for it^ But let not that tiouble you 
at present. Look in youi glass that is all ^ou have 
now to do> m order to finish happily what you have so 
well begun. 

s- Thtuis, much the tame kind of nobc «s niudaiuc dt ^lu « 
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LETl'ER CXI. 

TO TUC SAME. 

The Kucko, Wednesday^ June 34| 1671. 
Ftom niy firu-stde. 

Well ! 1 will say no more abont the weather, lest I 
■>hould grow as insupportable as the rain; so 


Qu’il oult bcauj qu*U tudt kid, je u'uii veux plu^, ricn dire; 
J’en dl Ciit vmi Stv, 


1 liave had no letter from you this week; but tbat 
ha"’ given me no unea-iness, as you told me in ypurTasl 
you should not w'rite. However, I expect one from 
Grignan with iinpatiericc. lint for last week, as I was 
not prepared for it, I own to you, the mistake that was 
the occasion of detaining your letters, gave roe great 
disquietude. I was \ cry troublesome to poor d^Hacque*' 
villc on that subject, and to you also, my child; lakll 
heartily sorry for it now, and wish I had not done sd; 
but I cannot disguise my feelings; and if my heart is 
oppressed 1 cannot help complaining to those 1 love; 
they must overlook and forgive these foibles in me; 
» for, as madame dc la Fayette said one day, " Have we 
laid a w ager to be perfect ? No, surely ; 1 am certain, 
if 1 had, 1 should have lost my money.'* Monsieur de 
^ Cu£t(|i|L‘n has been here twice within these three days ; 
he was going to let some lands upon lease at about three 
leagues from hence, and has laid out 100 pistoles in bis 
gourney, to raise ibe feiit etC them about 50 fruitcs. He 
inquir^ particularly after you and M. dc Grignan, whom 


* Be it fuol, or l>e U fair, 
ril say no more on*t, 1 declare. 
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he took occasion to mcistMin in the handsitnicst nianiui ^ 
possible, ih spcaKinj* of t lej'aiit and nn’nl\ b^iii» s. 1 *i ay 
let me know in vourni'Xl, whelher he still rneiiK*!). Lt- 
ing placed in the fust rank < I worthit •». We tMiniol mijVi- 
ciently admire j out j)i*ot(-.on; Ido not think n can 
be equalled in France *. My walks aie exiren.t Ij tint; 

I sometimes wishyo-i had with jnu, foi the osc of 
the inhabitants of your great ca'-llc. My son is hire 
gtill, and does not .s(t‘ni at ail virary of his situation : I 
have sevtrai things to say to x <>u about him, but shall 
reserve them for another op) rtnniiy. We base had 
a set of vile Bohunians-f lurt, that v=iere tnou^h to 
make one auk, and thiif danced no better, .nitdatn, no of¬ 
fence to your lofh/shtj/^ hovon), w d iidh id! jL\piLt to your 
greatness, no better d an 'o /wci.y bl/nd kilUm^, This is 
what one of their own vsoinen ohl me, who was angry 
with half her company. I loiiid heic th.e conveisatum 
you had one day with Pomen ii>, whu ii made us laugh 
till the tears ran down our t lu 1 1.'-. I Ii may now sha\ e 
at least half his face, (or lu vu.md td’ Ins i ape all.ui; 
nothing i.s now depending hm t i.i* <d llie faUe moiu\, 
which he makes himsell viIj ^a'^\ ahout. What nuar 
shall I say to you, mydaihng' 'Jhuo .le very Uu 
things that one can discourse I’rtely upon at ihree-liun- 
dred leagues* distance. 1 find a roiivcisation in my 
mall would do me most good : it is a delightful place' 
for talking in, when the heart is in the same sii cation a«« 
mine. I shall say nothing to you about the lively and 
well'grounded afiectiun I have lor you; it i.s a#snbj\ct 

« 

* llw jawession that Is nuitle at Aix, on (^ofpus ChttAi day, U 
most extr&vii|>s»t and ndicoluub thing that «v«r was seen. 

■f A set oi jieople likeour gipsies, that travel up ar,d do^vu the couti- 
tucb iu Fian(>', and get their living k) dancing, and turUme>t( ILi.c, 
but chiefly by stealing evcjy thing duy can lay tlu ir bauds t.n. 
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tluit Will grow tiresome to you. Farewcljl tlien, my 
«1e;ire‘-t love ! 


LI'/lTiai (\KII. 

TO THE SAME., 

T!u' llurkb, Suiiilj^y June 1671- 
iTou have amply made up to me my l.ile losses : I havc^ 
received two loiters from vou, which have filkd me with 
traiisport*^ of joy. Tlic* ploasuio I lako in retidiiig ihctn 
is bovond all imaginalioii. If I liaAC in any way con- 
trihuu d to the improvement of your styh, i dui n in 
the thought 1 was labouring lor the pleasure of others^ 
not for niy own. Ihii rrovidence, who has seen fit to 
separate ussooiuii, arid to place us at such immense 
distances from eat h other, has repaid nu u little fur the 
privations in the chaims of y<Hir coriespondoiice, ainl 
’'till more in the satisfaction you express in your sUua*< 
tioii, and the beauty of \our cattle : you represent it to 
me with an air of grandeur and maLmiiicencc that eu- 
• hunts me. I once saw a sinnlai account of it by the 
fiist madame de (irignan ; hut 1 little tho.iglu.at that 
tunc, that all these beauties ivere oiu- day to be at your 
i-uinmand. 1 am very mueb obiige<l ‘o you lor having 
^iven me so particular an account of it. }f I could be 
tired with reading your letters, it would not only be- 
trav a very bad taste in me, but ivould likewise show that 
1 ctmid l*ive \ cry little love or frieiuh^liip for you. Divest 
yourself of the disl^e you Jbave takiii to cireumstiuitiai 
Retails; I have often told you, and you ought yoarse^ 
tft feel th( truth of this remark, that they are as ilear to 
iis from those we Tove, as they are tedious and tiisaj;^rec- 
aiile from others. If they are displeasing to us, it is 
only from the indiBerence we feel for those who write 
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them. Admiitiog thi!> ubscivation to be tiue, I N'ave 
you to judge what pkasure jours afloid im* It is a 
fine thing, tiuly, to play the gieat lady, as you do at 
present. I peiferily cianprclitud nionMtui de Gn- 
gnan's feelings in su ing you so much admire Inscaslie : 
had you appeared insensible, or ev<ii iii Idh tent, op the 
occasion, it would have given him a that,in, that I tan 
conceive better perhaps than any othc i, .n d stiaie in 
the pleasure be ha.i in set mg you pleaded. I lu'e are 
some hearts which sympathise for each othei o truly, 
that they judge by ihtmstKes what othets io* I ^ou 
do not mention Vardes i often enough to me, nor poor 
Corbinelli, Was it not very agteeable to you to be 
able to speak their language? How goes onVaides's 
love for the fair T* ^ ? Tell me whether he is much 
hurt at the iiihnile length of his banishment, oi whether 
his philosophy, and a little dash ot misanthropy, can 
support biti heart against tiiese vicissitudes of love and 
foitune. The books you read aie very well chosen. 
Petrarch must ctrtamly give you a good deal of plea- 
eure, especially yinth the notes you have. Those of 
mademoiselle de Scoden on some of Ins sonnets render¬ 
ed them very agreeable. As loi Tacitus, you know 
how much 1 was charmed with it, when we read u to¬ 
gether here; and how often 1 used to intenupt*yoo, to 
make you obaerve the periods, where | thought the 
harmony particularly rtnking; you stop halfway, 

I shall scold you: it will be doing great injustice to the 
dignity of the subject, and I shall say to you, ts a'cer¬ 
tain prelate did to the i|aeen-mothi*i « This is history’, 
you know what stones are already." A reluctance, in, 


t The marquis 4 e Vatties vns baniifaad to Piovcnee in 1665, Itr 
havii^ been commied «i some e(nirt>inti%ues, and remained in exik 
tin the year 1689 He was a man of tsaable manarn. 
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respect, IS oii!y pardoAftble in roiidli«nc<^ which I' 
knew yoa do not like. We rend Tasso D^fth ‘pleasnimy 
and 1 am a pretty good proficient in the language, from 
the excellent masters J have had: My son uiakns I^a 
Mousse read Cleopatra *, and 1 listen to him, whether 
1 wiU or not, and am amnKed. My son is goihg to Low 
ratne; we shall be very doll in bis absence. Yonkne# 
how it vexes me to see the breaking up of an agl4t«abli, 
party, and how transported I am when I see a train 
carriages driving o|f^ that ha\c weaned me tn iWalh 
a whole day : upon which we made this ju'tt observa^ 
lion, that bad company is more desinible than good. I 
lecollect all the odd things we used to say when you 
were here, and all you said yourself, and all you did : 
your idea never leases me; and then again, on a sud* 
den, I think where you are ; my imagination represents 
to me an immense space, and a great distance; on a 
sudden your castle bounds the pro.sprct, and I am dis¬ 
pleased at the walls that enclose your mall. Ours is 
surprisingly biautiful, and the young nursery is delight¬ 
ful. J take pleasure in rearing their little heads to the 
clouds, and frequently, without considering consequences 
or my own interest, cut down large trees, becafUie l^eir 
shade lucnmmodes niy young ones. My son views ell 
^ic'.c proceedings, but 1 do not allow him to interletei 
Pdois t continues to be a very great favourite with me, 
and 1 ptefer hiN conversation to that of many who have 
the title of chevalier in the parliament of Rennes* I 
am giot^n rather more negligeiu than you; for the 
uthei day 1 let a coachful of the Fouc^nelle ft^ily go 
lyime through a tremendous rain for want of pressing 
Mieiii with a good grace to stay ; but I could not get 

* A ianu»us romance uf La Calprene&'S. 

•f The gardener. 
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th<» comp1;nient to pass ttiy It »a** twt ine tw 

younc^ in^'n, but the niothei and an old womin Iroiu 
Kiiirifs itiul the tv\o son^. ]\Iadeinoi4el)e du Pic^isis i*- 
♦ A >ctl) as jou rt present her, only, jf possible, more 
impel tint lit. What «iht »a^s ami does eveiy da 3 r to 
kofp me from bem^^ luiluti*, n perfectly oiigiiial, and I 
am quite pio\okcd, sotnetimts, that I ha\e nobody to 
laugh at It uiih im Ilei sistci-in^lanr ts serypiett}*, 
Hwithout being iidtcuioiis, and speaks (iiscon in the 
midst of Britan^ 1 thii k \ou aie veiy happy in liaving 
madaint dc Simianc * n iih \ ou ; she lias a tund ot know - 
hdge tiiat will relieve \on liom all kinds ol icstrnint , 
this !•> a great deal. You vmIi ha\e,too, a \cij. agict- 
ablc companion in hei. Since she Ita*. ucen so kind n*- 
to remeinbci me, piay make my eoniplimcuts to iui in 
return, and likewise to our dear coadjutoi : we do not 
wiite to one another now, but we can assign no rta on 
for It. 1 fancy we aie at too great a distance; 1 admite 
however the expedition of the post. The comparison 
oi Chill enchanted me, and I was no less plea'<^ed to hnd 
that my apartment is already in ii ked oat: I wish for 
nothing so much as to occupy it, which will be early 
next yeir; the joy this hope gives me you may partly 
conceive by that you will y outsell experience in lecciv* 
ing me. 1 am surprised at Catau , I believe bhe is mai- 
Ited, but her conduct hav been veiy disgraceful and 
very shocKins? I can less fergive her intending to kill 
her child, as it was her husband's, than if it had been 
another's: she must have a s'cry wicked hciM Hei 
husband, as they tell me from Pans, is one Dioguct, 
who was once a loottnan to C hesierts. Lme must have 
little to do, 1 think, to amuse hiniself with such son of 

• Migdelen Hai du < hHtdtt, wife to Cholfb Ltu** rj 1 
bumHH , she atu m ii 1 luotlur iti lew to Pau* »i de t,. 
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people j 1 would have bun couiiae his power, and its" 
Iflfecu, to the select few, which is now dispensed in too 
general a manoer. if you take upon you to blukh for 
uii your female neighbours* and have your iinaguiation 
as lively as it was with regard to B * * you will al¬ 
ways leave company, oa handaomy as an angel. You 
want me to load my conaoicnee with die story of this 
woman i I will comply with youi desire, but upon this 
condition, that 1 am not to answer for the truth of it;« 
«Q the contiary, 1 am rather inclined to believe it false. 

I never give credit to evil report^; I retiounVo therefore 
luy agreement. It was reported, then, that M * * * * 
had been a little premature m the business, which made 
him m such a hurry to many her. The grand point 
was, to make the best labout in the world pass for a 
miscarriage; and a fine healthy child, an abortion. 
This trial of skill cost an infinite deal of pains to those 
concerned iu It, and might serve for the subject of a 
romance^ 1 know the whole afiair, but tt would he a 
tedioui> narration. This is enough, however, to make 
you blush in talking of a miscariiage at five months. 
The child died very opportunely. 

I now leturn to \ ou, that is, to the divine fountain of 
VaucluM* • How beauttfiii I Well miglit Pvirirch make 
such fiequciit mention ol it! But, icmemhei, 1 shall 
s9me day see all these wondeib with my own eyes ; I, 
who have such a veneiaUua for antiquities. J shall 
certaii.ly be transported with them, and the niaGrntfi- 
cciue ofi Gngnan. The abbe will find meiit 

enough tliere; after the itoric orders and spleud'd titles 
of your house, nothing is wanting but the ordei you are 
gding to establish there; for let me tell you, w ithont 
^'orncthiiig .substantial at the bottom, all is bitterness and 
anxiety. 1 have great pity for those w'ho ruin them¬ 
selves; it is tJie only afibction in life that ts telt alika 
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by alb an^ which b increased, instead of being dimi* 
aisbed, by tisne.. 1 have fre<)aent conversations (m 
subject with a certain friend of ours. If Jie hasa^ind 
to bene^ by tbem, hie has had <^portuntty^ enough to 
by in a good stbctc, and of such a nature fee need not 
forget lihecn« I am glad that you are to have of * 
your brothersf.ki'law with you this autumf). I think 
you have priaiined your journey well. We dan tjravel a 
, great way without being fatigued^ provided we have 
something to amuse us by the way^Und do not lose our 
courage. The return of fine weather has brought all 
my workmen back again, which is a great amusement 
to me. When I have company, J work at that fine al¬ 
tar-piece you saw me drawing when you wer^nt Paris; 
when 1 am alone, I read, I write, or am with the abb4 
in his.closct upon business: I wish him with you some¬ 
times, but it is for tw o or three days only. 

I consent to the commerce of wit which you propose. 
The other day I made a maxim of}*hand without once 
thinking of it; ^d 1 liked it so well that 1 fancied 1 
had taken it out M. de la Rochefoucault’s: pray tell 
me whether it is ao or not, for in that case my memory 
is more to be praised than my judgement. Tsaid, with 
all the ease in the w'orld, that '* ingratitude begets re¬ 
proach, as acknowledgement, begets new favours.” 
Pray where did this come from ? have I read it ? did 1 
dream it ^ is it my own idea ? Nothing can be truer than 
the thing itself, nor than that 1 am totally ignorant how 
1 came by it. I found it properly arranged in my 
brain, and at the end of my tongue. ,'As for that sen¬ 
tence, belia cosafar niente> you will not think it so dull, 
when I tell you it is intended for your, brother: re¬ 
member last winter's disaster* AdieUb my dearest child; 
take care of yourself. Continue feandsome, dress well, 
Clause yourself, and take proper exercise. 1 have just 
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buen writing to Vtvonne *, about a captain pf a troop 
of'Boheinianst whose {SonBnement I ha^e begged him to 
render as as possible, without dettriinent to the 
king’s service. You must know there was among the 
troop of Bohemians that 1 was mentioning to you the 
other day f a young girl who danced extremely well, 
and put me very much in mind of your manner: I 
was pleased with her; she begged me to write to 
Provence in favour of her grandfather. Where is he ?* 
said I. " He irat Marseilles/* said she, with as much 
composure and unconcern as if she had said, ** lie is at 
Vincennes/* He was a man of singular merit, it seems, 
in hi» way t; in short, I promised her to wnte about 
him; 1 immediately thought ofVivnnne: I send you 
my letter: if you are not sufficMuntly upon terms with 
him, to allow of my jesting with him, you may burn 
it; if It is an ill-written letter, you may burn it; but 
if you are friendly With Ills corpulency, and my letter 
will save you the trouble of writing one, seal it, and 
send it to him. I couUi not refuse this ict^uest to the 
poor girl, and to the best-danced minuet that I have 
seen since the days of mademoiselle de S4vign^; she 
had just your oir, was about your height, has good 
teeth, and 6ne eyes. Here Is a letter of so enormous a 
jength, that I can easily forgive your not" n^ading it 
through. Monsieur de Grignan cannot cohceive bow 
one can possibly read such long letters: but, in good 

earnest, can you read them m a day } 

• * . 

* Gineral of the * 

r Seo the tif tier of the lath of June preceding. 

, t And had been condesCned to die gatieya, £br hiving dUtinguifbed 
biiuself mther too much in hts Boheitkba 
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LETTER CXIir. 

ro THE 5\ME, 

* The Rock->, W^'dttewUy, July 1, 16? I 
At length the month of June is departed! I am reall]^ 
surprined at it« for 1 thought it never would have bad 
tin end. T)o you not recollect a September iliat you 
thought had no inclination (t> give way to Octobei ? 
This month has gout on in the same way; but now 1 
think it is finished: yes 1 am suie it is. 

Voue.inal is a delightful place; my son and I wtnt 
there \ eslerdaj', iii a coach and sik; nothing can he, 
nx>F(‘ delightful: vie scern to tly, Wc made some little 
songs as vve along, which I send you. The esteem 
we have for your prose does not hindei fiora making 
you ])ai taker of our verse. Madame de la Fayette is 
ver;v much plea-td wdth the letter you wrote her. Well, 
my deir, it is all settled, your brother is going to leave 
usLa Mousse and I shall now apply ouiselves to good 
reading. 'I'as^o amuses us much at present; W'e read 
before all I he trifles vre could lay our hands on, in 
cr/inp!i.irice with my son's humour, who is then in his 
gloiy. • I shall now take long walks tdte-A-tetv by; 
nyself, as Tonquedec said. Po you imagine I think 
of yon? But 1 have my httkJYiend here, whom I also 
tendeily love. There iS certainly nothing so thainnng 
as a pictiiie, when yvell done: say what you will, youu 
dues you gi*eat justice. Yonr lett^s from Grigiian .ue 
my support-and comfort under all my vexations: 1 w'aij 
for them with impatience; but to say the truth, those 
I write .11 e of an iusutRudble length; T am lesohcd to 
be nioif reasonable in future. It is not fair to judge of 
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j ou by myself; it would be rcish 5 you liifVe not so 
nw^cU time upon your hands as 1 have. 

Mademoiselle du Ptcssis came in, an hour ago, and 
smacked me on the cheek in her boisieroiis way, and 
tlien teased me to show her that part of your letter to 
me in which you mention her. My sun had the inso¬ 
lence to tell her, before my face, that you remembered 
her in a very kind maimer; and turning lo me, Show 
her the passage, madam,” says he, “ that hhc may be 
< onviticed of it.” I coloured up, as you do when you 
tliiuk of other people\s fuulis ; and was obliged to tell 
a rhr)iHand lies, and protest 1 had burnt your letter. 
Could any thing be more malicious? I have received a 
very complimentary and civil letter from (^uitaut : he 
ti;tis me he ha.s discovered a thousand good qualities ih 
me, that he had not perceived before ; and 1, not choos¬ 
ing to answer humbly that 1 w’as afraid I should destroy 
his good opinion of mej, replied, that 1 hoped the long- 
i'r he knew me, the better he would like me. 1 Itnd 
much rather answer all the extravagances that are said 
to me, thus than make use of the common-place replies, 
that yon and I have so often laughed at. 

1 am persuaded that you will meet with great assist¬ 
ance in rnadame de Simiaue ; we should lay aside all 
form ami cciciuony with such people as soon as possl- 
and make them a party ill our pleasures and whianr, 
Miiicruise we should soon die, and it would be dying 
\ illainous death too. 1 said 1 would put an end ta.thb 
letter, 1 ai^i now resolved to,do it. 1 do myself^^eai 
violence, however, in quitting YOU so soon, rnytlear; 
our ( orrespondence is the sole pleasure of my d 
nn ^H'.rmaded you believe me. ' .r 
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LETTER CXLV, 

10 TEE StME. 

Thfe Rodcsi Siiiuhy, July dy I671 

It is n great proof of yoor love, my dear child, that 
you can bear with all the nonsense I send you from 
hence; you defend mademotselle de Croqticoi&on c x* 
tremdy vtell; m return, I assure you there is not a 
single woid in yooi letters that is not dear to me 1 
am ah aid to read tliem, fur feai of ending thenriy and if 
It were not ior the consolation that 1 can trad them o\tr 
as often as I please, I should make them last much long¬ 
er; but then on the other hand, my impatience niake^ 
me ready to devour them. What should 1 do if yonr 
writing'aas as illigihle as dTIacqncMlIeN ? nould the 
greatness of my nlUclion help me to dtciphei it? really 
1 am afraid not; but 1 have heaid oi sur h instances. 
In short, I greatly esteem i}*Hac<)ncviU(, and yet 1 can¬ 
not accustom myseU to lus hand-mnmg, I never can 
read his letters; I hunt out wonl by woid, I parzie 
myself with guessing at them; 1 say one vioid for an- 
otiici, and at last, uhen 1 can make neither head nor 
tad of it, away 1 ding the letter in a rage. But i tell 
you ibis as a secret, tor 1 would not have him know tint 
hia letters give me all this tioubU. He thinks, poor 
man, his iiand is like piint; but you, who know ttie 
contrary, tell me how you manage. My «« a set out 
yesterday, greatly ccmcemed at parting with us ; I cii- 
deavfmred to inspire him with every good, just, and 
xvoble Bentimcnt that 1 was mistress of, and to contirm 
all the good ijualities I hi d remarked m him; he re¬ 
ceived my advice with all imaginable sweetness and 
marks oi approbation; but you know the weakness of 
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hulhdn nA^lre|^i leivt hm thereHirti m tll^ hands of 
'’iQvidence, rese^m^ to tnybcU the^^omfort of hav¬ 
ing nothing to risf^roach n[i;^s^lf ifith, in regard to 
iiun IS he has a fhnd of wtt and humour, ^ sh^t 
iKc(s<«'irily mtst him eottremelyri We are gemg to 
hi gill a moral tieatiie ,of Nixie's. Jf 1 weie at 
Piuis 1 would send it youi i am sure you would ad^ 
miie lU We continue to leed Tasso with plei^iMire* 
1 'im diuiost afraid to tell ytiu that 1 am leturacd 
Cleopatra; and by good foitune, iiie short fne«ioi\r 
I have makes it sull pk ising to me: 1 have a bad taste^ 
\<iu will say; but you know I cannot ad^ct a prudery 
which IS not natuial to me; andw^ I em not yet ar¬ 
med at a time of life that forbids the reading such, 
i^oiks, 1 suilcr fH} s<li to hemnused with tbemjr under 
the pretence that my sots brought me into H. He used 
to ic id us some chaptirs too out of Rabelais, which 
WLie enough to make uedtewith laugliing; in return he 
sc( mod to take a good 4^! pf pleasure in taUnng with 
me, and, if he tsiy be wiR sememher what^ 

1 have said to hmi f I htto^ lum WeJh and often 
discern good senRmetihi tbrouj^ elt^tlie ieviiy of his 
cotiversatiom dismtsind ths^aeUiUin}, w« shaU 

hue him agam^ X imii ^ cry peipisBimdvabout Rm 
St lUs, my first mtenttpn wall to avoid them* and^bave 
myself the expense. Rut you muAt jtnow that whik 
munsiciir de'Chaulnes tb in dungthoeiimiitof jprovfnce^ 
his wih intends to remnm at Vitle, where she ;i« 
pected in4cn or twelve deySr yrURrh Will be « fbrtdil^ 
befoie M de Chaulnes ernyei^ aad'She hks regnsaM 
m( not to set out vSill slid has sag. ThWe w We 
gcAiiig oif this, without breeinng With them aS Whes. 
T niigiit indeed go to Vitrc, to avoid being plagued 
with them here, but then I chhnot bSai the thoughts 
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of p^asittg 8 whole.ttottili in sac1| noise end. confusion 
When 1 818 not in Paru> 1 would be wholly in the coun¬ 
try. lint 1 declare to you 1 have not yet dctci mined 
upon any thing; let me have yoor advice, and tell me 
what you Uo'with Cataui; is she married^ 11 so, she 
may make a good nurse; only l^am afraid* after hei 
late fine machinations'^, her blood may be rather over¬ 
heated. I desire you will temper yours, my dear, with 
c good wholesome soups* as you did last year. 

i have mentioned Launaye to you; she was bedaubed 
the other day like a twelfth-uay taper: we thought 
she resmblcd the second voltnite of a sorry lomance, or 
the Romance of the Bode, exactly. ISIademoiselle du 
Plessts is always at tOy elbpw: when 1 read the kind 
things you say of bar, I am as red as hie. The other 
day La Biglessc played Tartufte to the life. Being at 
table^ she happened to tell a fib about some triHo or 
other, which I noticed, and tsid her of ii; cast her 
ayes So the ground, and with a rety demure air, ** Yes, 
indeed, madam,'*^ said sbO, I am tbn greatest liar in 
the world; I am Tery much obliged to you foi tcllins^ 
me of lU'' We dl! baibt otti a-laugblng, for it was ex¬ 
actly the tone of IbrtuISp: ** bi other, I am a 
wretch, a weasel of iniquity/* BbO'Stttempts <iometinics 
to be senteOtioos, and hmxelf airs of undtrstand- 
kigi which stt slsU worse upoal her than her own na¬ 
tural way« 'Jlunrei I think \ou know e%ery thing about 
the Bocks. 1 wish X could inscribe the cries and sobs 
of Jaquina and When they saw«your bro¬ 

ther gat on hoFsebaedr; St was such a scene! For my 
phrt, though 1 was ready to weep at parting with my 
ptuiv buy, yet upon seetog their ridiculoas grimaces, 1 

• See the LeOer ci the 98th of June. 

f T«vo eenaat girls at the Rocks. 
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could fisl* the kfe of ms, Ibtl^af biiittiiig w% 
Utfghmg, aitiid ery one else Inaghedt IM: 

" ■■■'■■ -- — Mats kt vKtyttit ai|^ 

Je me «uM mlMrlleiif, ct toatle motihieiilCf 

I fancy you liave on girniit aioumiomii in the turn yim 
get fmm l^r», for there k oeite atimiig there: fthell 
hove fTom thttife tires nte to death; tb^y hare tnid 
ftothiBg for thia month pael^ hut that the ktiig nre|r^ 
be at St. Genmun on the tenth. *Piey am reduced do 
the necessity of sending me the merest tratli to emnsn 
me; they tell me, among other thuigo, tiiat a ycemg 
gtr! dropt her bundle hi a chaise that brought her from 
the Mai to the Fiaiaxbenrg, which the porters took for 
a htv'e dog. For my pteNl^ 1 llhd rather by half read 
Cleopatra, and the wondrouh feats «f the sword of the 
invmcibte Aitaban. Kent winter^ when 1 am one of 
path about your lying-in, I shall ondeatour to anrnse 
you better than they amuse me. God ImoWs whit oom- 
pariaons I make, between thew letters, imd those 1 m* 
ceivt* from Prerenot« 

i 

ro KON|i<aa^hA cafS|iiaN. 

CoM{ hither, my <ion-imian So then, you arc re¬ 
solved to stud daughter bac^ to me by the first 
coach, ^ou are dlspt'et&od, with her, and quite angry 
* that she 'idmires your casUe, and think that site takes 
too great a libeity in prcfeendiitg to restde theta, and 
command in e\try th«l^. At you say yoU hate eyciy 
thing chat is worthy of lii|^ you cefftaaiily wlusl^l^ 
her: I entei into all youf^l^^fdeasare^^ymi cmtld nm 
have addressed yoursiAf to one who feoli IIm dtaa W 
*it better than WiyseU. But do ymt kiiiaw» afioW whoa 
lou have said, that you make lOAirmnble to bear yha 
talk of wishing me at Grignan, and I am quite incDn- 
solablc for that reason, for there is nothing m futurity 

M 2 
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SO dear tome'is the hope of seeing you there; aind whet<» 
ever I may say, 1 am persuaded that you will be very 
glad of it too, and that yon love me: it is impossible 
it should be otherwise ; I love you so well, that the 
same sentiments mu$t necessarily pass from me to yoh, 
and from you to me.«j commend the care of my 
daughter's health to you, above all earthly things; 
watch oyer it, be absolute master in all that regards it; 
do not behave as you did at the bi idge of Avignon; 
keep your authority in this oi>e point, and in every 
thing else leave her to her own way; she is more skil¬ 
ful than you. Ah, bow 1 pity you lor having lost the 
pleasure of receiving bar letttirs! you weic much hap¬ 
pier a year ago; would.to ^od. yOu had that ])leasure 
now, and I had the mortihcation of seeing and em¬ 
bracing her 1 Adieu> my dearest count, though I be¬ 
lieve you are as much beloved as any man in the world, 
yet 1 do not think that any of yo«r st^p-mothers * ever 
loved you so well as I do. 

LBTTEILCXV. 

- 

TO THU SABf]^. 

Tlw ftoeb, tVhhiji^y, J»l\ 8, lort* 

I i.o.NO to know how |^a g];e‘aw’your bleeding: 1 
have takemit into Ipy head* that, out of re^prct to \ on, ’ 
they dtd noi^<make the orlhcc sufficiently laig» ; that 
your blood came only drop by djppp; that it n di> neither 
^ovreli coo^d* tier so pr<ip^ly^pprified, as it ought to 
have been, and^consequshlly^was not of much service 
to yoe^ this be a ihislake, 1 wish it may prove .so; 
but wt must It^ye inuch less bile in our composition, 
to imagine nothing iit|lj^hat is agieeable; be it as it 
way, 1 assui e you your health is infinitely dear to 
me; and therefore, if you |^ve too much writing upon 

• Msdame de S^gne ‘ivos vLe third. 
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jour hand&j I desire you would i0 })Be fre¬ 

quently i cail I, attei thi-., gffe y^SIs!» l^rungei proof 
of my concern for your health ? l^dame de la Troclie, 
m a tetter 1 had -ft-om her a few dftys ago^ t^li me, that 
if Oatau's fine intentioae during herptegnstidy 
gipatly altered her temper of ni4nd and body, ahewcmld 
make a moM excetleiit nurse: I thought it odd ohoughL 
that we should both have thought alike; tar, if you re# 
member, I mentioned the very same thing to you. One 
chapel goes on verv fast: it employs the abb6, and 
amuses me. But my poor park is deatiiute of life mid 
soul, that IS of workmen, on account of the h ly-mak# 
ing, Wtie you not gteady eoheemed for the death of 
M. de Montluet'*^, and for his p<Wr wife ? there k some* 
thing very shocking in a man's filing iVdm hts horee 
and being ds^ed to pieces upon the spot. One may 
contrive io read such Circumstances as these in a letter; 
boti till now* I t^ulif^tiot take the triable of reading 
what they h^ve Idtply sei^kid* llere lies the diil^r* 
efice. ^ I amr sCncitoq)! abcECt public aflatrs. 1 am 
only alive to eittraordfnaVf CitMlSi but from persons 1 
love, the most triflidg me, and 

interest my h^rb,,ld|^e de Id l^ette sends me 
word that (»he ti%1^bef«elf obliged tcditite to ycu in 
^my absence, which she ii|tefids to da^ frequently, I 
thought It veiy obliging in hnf$ but sbl^e i gnd yon 
answer her letters^ I no longer chnsideytA^elf under <ni 
obligation to her; can yon solve thiapamdokf ButMne* 
thmks*l wrong you, my in ^ubtiiii^yenr s&g||n 
unravelling mysteries; Isp«|M^Cdl^ 

, I was deeply affected, ev«h at this dlii4idba, VtMPtfc 
sei \ ice performed for the son) Cf Mkdkltlb I thonghl 

• Motrtitur rk Momluet fisll kdfse w he w« tnwkog 

a letter tiom ha mistress. He iHd '0 the BontRpii euntfy. 

t rhe princess Hennetta Aoae «gwbediedat St Cloud 
tif* 2mri of June, 1670. 
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*>u ehe «inotioiir ycm felf> and whaf a clisoidei it thren 
yoQ mtos 1 too m nhit a strange moutter 

you passed the yrbol^ summer^ confined to yoor room; 
fioVTi the helM; vied to.tnake you faint# atid affect your 
spf/iU* I knot? nof what brum« aH those thoughts into 
tiiy head ; they do me gotnl, aiul they do me harm. ^ i 
tbinik of every thing, hecatiae my liaongh^ are contt* 
nualty employed oo you; aitd 1 pass much more of my 
time (it Grignan than 1 do at the Hocks* 1 hope you 
do not sujffer yourself to be tmtler n^traint with y uur 
visitors. You must take these things easily, or it Would 
be worse than death to you. 

i have so perfectly caAviticed madame du Piessis that 
the fashion at court k to be free and easy# that I 
indulge myaelf wkh an^hnur or two of ItaHao with lA 
Mousse, notwithstanding her being |»reseot* Ifim ceemi 
ifuite'happy with tiiis freedom# aisd adjoin 1 I pro- 
miee you. Could you so <^uef ltd tb teav« 
eu»* in the isddst lof^hls j^hiqueita# end 
swamps of Ckrmunyj^ihotih knifing UhUvr^ hnh^ to 
belphith have conducted him 

to the feast wbm' he Wda pojsbned by Ptso and hia 
wife. I thinh bp rathw ^ ]ppd^t and politic i 
and IQ be in imy much fear of 1 eee many 

heroes who have aH bhytrudeuce, and whose gieat ^ 
success gives hutnckbif to r^ness. My son, as 1 told 
yoo, left me Jy thb^ vrty^ikldet of Cleopotni; I have 
fiihkhedi it skro tie hts beep gone r but I beg you will 
lOf^hk filly kf filiie' 1 eni4Sd^,0Nireh 1 have ftduhed 
my^bfidliK bfti bfapblh^ig yours: this would 

feMysh bs wSih Wpt^esll lUMkler fiw convematbn were 
w'frtogether. what a pity h is we can¬ 

not be so at^ least sdim^mos by help of some magic 

art but must Wait itH’ Ihhltsiiringl 

* 

* ^ V 

' InltriMs. 
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1 am here with my Ihree piiesN, who each of them 
play iheir pafts admirably well) and* at fiasa excepted, 

1 am nevei ab&ent &om llh^* ^ walk a good deal ^ 
the weather is now very hue aAd » wo do not feel 
the least iivLoneenience fiom the hmia in thia hfitse* 
when the sun comc.b into my room 1 leave it, and re^ 
turn to the wood^ where i tneci luthdelightful coolness. 
Let me know how it fares with you, m this fespeot, a| 
your castle, • 

You know what a favouiite J am with l^ncas* and 
yet It JH above three months mtee 1 ha> e heard hisih 
him t this cenduht does not seem very consisteiiti hat 
hewmrm ha b net conmeteni hiiptelf 

Lvnm Qxvi. 

> 

^ ^ ^ Saaifaw^duly W, ifin 

I navi leoi^ife^lnx^ wm letter,yoth my dear child, 
wMch re*la MMt; I t)»e^ ^ 

e had thing to etbf* end tender 

cares as ycmr$th^ Is no^^l^etit^ lieppy Witheat them. 
If M. de Gri^ibth^^s hrotlj^^Wune to^yott this iMIii^wiitiv 
^they will he gohd you* The opt^utor 

*has been a Utile indbpos^ Imt b |mw peflertly re* 
covered; he is incredii^y and the inore ee 
blam^ as be can write extthmely mk wheis U# sett 
ahont% He base grph ttiard Cor and 
visiung you about UieiOldhde)Of M eamtiot^ 

^fore, H« protests, hut I h<)We k^a ttf&f 

no branch to rettnp^; wbMh jum horn 

mg, and makes his eyes ache^ Hhe is ail 1 luiow a^t 

\ " 

* On omoit ef of mnd. 
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s< igoeur CorbcAi»: iiowodd it i« ofioe^ to tell yon all 
thiS| wb^ 1.49 not know myself how I stand with inm * 
it >011 should Ictiow any Utuif qf the nuntcr, pray in- 
loim rue. 1 relief every hour of the day upon the 
times wiienI uved io aee you always about ine> and am 
pc 1 pctuaUy regietting jthe loss of those happy tnomenta: 
not that 1 can teproaeh my heait with having been m* 
sensible of the pleasure of your company; foi I bof^ 
l^mnly protest to you, 1 never looked on y ou with the 
ihddlerence or coolness that giows upon long acqoamt- 
ance: no> 1 cannot repioach myself with that; what I 
regret is> that I did not ste you so constantly as I conid 
now wish 1 had; bht aufieted cruel busmess^i^oihetimea 
to tear me fiom you* Ikwohld be a fine thing to fill 
my letters with what illls my heart: alasi as you 
we should glide o\dr many thoughts, wttheut seimsing 
to regard them. Here then t rest; and conjsire you, 
j 1 I am at all dear to you, to be particulaily; careful of 
youi health: amuse yoursql^ do not study too much, 
cany yourself safely*through your pregnancy after 
that, if M. de Ongpsii really loves you, and is resolvt^l 
not to kiU you outrlghl^ ^ know what be will do^ or 
rather what he will not 

Hare you ciuelt^ enou|4^hot to IVidtus? Can 
you leave Germameuf |«ltrt|]|^Hiiidtc of hu eomiuests? 
If you really mtond |o seryo hint an paltry a tnek, let 
me know where ^ott laave olfi and I wtH ftntsfa ibr you, 
which is all 1 can dh tp aevve yo^ id pi^ht. We have 
througb^ Jamb, W vhth €great deal of pledsuro; 
we ^nuid beaittiea in him, that h^e unknown to those 
who are only haUf*|«ad the language. We have 
begun oui 7n(iih^i^\ lljOyOf much the iafne nature as 
Poscars* u^^aspab t have Cakmi into ni\ 

^ / f 

a Ht NisdAlifavl M toyi*' 
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fore me^ and cry Shame! yet still I go on. I shall 
hive great honour in being intrusted by you with the 
care of preserving you in the abh^’b fiicndbhip. He 
loves you tenderly; you are often the subject of our 
conversation, with your state, your grandear, and so 
forth. He would not willingly die without having ftrst 
taken a trip to Provence, and rendered you some service. 
I am told, that poor madamc do Montluet is on the point 
df lo<^ing hei senses; she has been raving hitiieito. with¬ 
out once bhedding a tear, but now she has a violent fe- 
vei and begins to cry: she «ays she will be damned, 
since her dear husband is inevitably so. We go on 
w ith our chapel t the weather is very hot; but the 
mornings and evenings are delightful in the woods, and 
undier the shade of the tr^'es befon the bouse. My 
afvannient k extiemely cool: 1 am afraid you suQcr 
troirt the heat in Provent e. 


LE'ITJ^R CXVU. 

10THES411E. 

Thfe RocU, Wtdnrsdt'y, July 15, 1ft'* l 
\Vi ! I I to tell von all Iho fancies that come into inv 
brain about you, my fetters would alway* he of an nn- 
veasonabie U ngih; but that is not very easy to do ; o 
I coiiletH myself with willing all that is U'ntcabl^f and 
with thinking all that is ihinkubiet I have time and op- 
poftattlite# enough for both. La Mousse has a little 
doAuSion on his teeth, ^nd the abb^ a little defluxion 
in tiis knee, which lea\<8 me my mall to myself to do 
what 1 please in; and 1 pleasd to walk in it every even¬ 
ing till € 1^1 o^dock. My son is no longer with us, so 
that here is a silence and tranquillity that is scarcely to 
be met with any where else. I do not tell you on whom 
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I think, or how affectionately; when thtAga are easily ‘ 
to be guessed there is no occasion for S|>etd&ing. If 
you were not piegnant, and tlj^* hippogrift* was still 
in the world, it would be one ol the tnoft gallant and 
nu ntorabie actions that could be performed, to have the 
courage to mount its back, and»take a nde to visit me 
sometimes. It would be no great undertaking, for he 
used to 1 1 averse the earth in two dayit; so you might 
come sometimes and dme with me, and be at home fb 
snpper with H. de Grignan; or you might sup here 
for tlie sake of the evening walk, and be at home time 
enough the next morning to be at mass in your seat. 

Your brother is at Pans ; but he will not .stay tlicre 
long: the court is expected bach, Und he mu«t not show 
hmiself. f consider the death of the duke of 4njou * 
AS a very oonstdeiable loss to the nation, Madame de 
Villars writes to me very fieqiiently, and always re- 
iMcmbers you in her lelteis: she has a tender heart, and 
knows how to iovt ; which gives me a strong fetding of 
tiiendship for her; she begs me to say a thousand kind 
things to you in her name. Little tit. Geran writes mo 
^uch SCI awls that 1 cannot read them, and 1, in loiufn, 
abuse her, and call her iiames,^syhich dherts her might- 
iv 'I'hts kind of pleasantry is not grown stale yet; 
w 1.(11 it IS, you shall hear no more of it; for ^thonld 
Im htaitiiy tired to be obliged to use any other style 

With hei. 

Wt (ontinue to read Tasso stUh laknaure yon would 
like it,*i you were to make up the tno; there is a wide 
difleieiice between reading aJbook atone, and with those 
^hai can point out the beautiful passages as they occur, 
and excite the attention. This of >«'icole's is 

acimirable; CleoputraetiU goes on m the old way, hot 

* FUihp, second son,to Z#euii XiV., $ed the lO^^iuke^ 107 », 
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only ot vacant hoursj and without taking up too miicli 
lime. 1 generally take a nap upon it j the character 
pleases me more than the style. I own that 1 like the 
sentiments; they have something so perfect in thoni, 
that they fully come up to my idea of heroism. 

Madame du Plessis honours us often w'ith her com¬ 
pany : yesterday at dinner she said> that they kept ad¬ 
mirable tables in Lower Britany, and that at iic i sister- 
*hi-iaw^s wedding they consumed in one day twelve 
hundred dishes. We all sat like so many statues. At 
last I took courage, and said, ** Recollect yourself, ma¬ 
demoiselle ; you must mean twelve; the most accurate 
may mistake sometimes.** ** Oh ! dear madam, not at 
all; there were twelve hundied or eleven hundreii, 1 
svtii not he positive which, because I would not wtlhngly 
tell a he, hut I am sure it was one of them.** And this 
she repeat'd tv'eiity times, and would not take a single 
chukeii from the ntimlier. When we c.ime to reckon, 
we found that there mii&t have been at iiast three hun¬ 
dred pf>op)e to lard the fowls, and that the place whtre 
the entertainment was gwen must have been a large 
fiehl, with a number of tents erected for the purpose ; 
and that supposing them only fifty, preparations must 
have been made at least a month beforehand. 1 Ins 
tebte'vtaik would have adbrded you a good <Ieal oi di¬ 
version, Have you no pitffcr like this among ^our la¬ 
dies in Provence ? 

The watch you gave me, my dear child, and wire li 
was always an hour or two too fast or too slow,’ is now 
so exactly true, that it does not vary a second by out 
timc-piece : 1 am vastly pleased with it, and now re¬ 
turn you thanks for you«* present. The abbe tells me, 
that in adores von, and that he intends to render you 
some St nice; he cannot justly say what or where; hut, 
however, he loves you as well as he iovts me. 
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LErrER CXVIll 

TO THE SAMI. 

. The Ro^>) £hind«y^ Julj 10^ H7 If 

t ii\D }ou are engaged m family affairs in every way; 
ami [ pciccivc you do the honours of your houae lex* 
tiemeiy \%l 11 : let me assure you# that this mode of be* 
liAviout 1 $ iniu b more honourable and imuble than cold 
indidtitnce# which !•» vtiy unbecoming in om N oviti 
houst. You aie very fai liom de-stiving reproach on 
this head# tny dear child# and nothing can be bciict than 
what you do : 1 only wmU you materials ; as for an in* 
< hii ition to make use of them, that vou do not want. 
You must have laughed at my talking to you so much 
about the coadjutoi# when In was with you all the 
wkiU y bull (lid not know ol itts haiing the gout, at 
ilic time I wrote to yotr* Ah' seigneui Corbeau# if 
you had contented \ ourself with barely asking for un 
poco dt pancy un pot > J/ you would not have 

h(en in thecnnditu i \oii ait in now. Mrc must bear 
with tho gout when we iiat« descived it. Ah! my 
I o(ji fiiend, I am it ally sony lor yoi ; but you are 
Will paid 1 think jou arc m no great dar ger of dying 
m solitiul . 1 an luariiiy glad that you iuid so«inaiiy 
puso.is ly to amuse yon. You will soon have mad. 
dc ilot tu b' n »L, The coadjutor will do well to stay a 
ionj; tilfic with you. The (Iki you made him of (iiiish- 
ing youi cistic, he will doubtless accept, Whathaa ho 
else to do w itii hi^ money ^ it w ill never appear in his 
yeai ^ s«. What you ‘iay ot the maxim I made 

Without t^ inking# is very' good and vciy just. I am 


' \ !iuL Lrcad Anti a 'lUlft muk 
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Willing to believe, for my own sake, that if I had not 
written so fast, but tak( n a little more time and pains 
to consider it, 1 should have said nnuh the same thing 
as you: inawoid, jou are perftttly nght, and ] am 
resolved never to pubhsh any thinjjj without having first 
consulted you. J have a letter iiorn Brancas so vrry 
tender and aBecttonate, that it makes up for all his pa<>t 
forgetfulness; he breathes his soul in every line; and 
ff I was to answer him in the same style, it would be a 
pci feet Portuguese*. We should praise nobody bcfoie 
he IS dead, was excellently well caid; we have examples 
of this every day : but after all, ray dear friend, the pub¬ 
lic IS seldom deceived; it praises when we do well; and 
as Its discernment is tolerably keen, it cannot be long 
deceived, and it censures as freely when we do ill: m 
like manner, when we change from bad to good, it 
agiees with us; it doi s not pretend to answer for the 
future; it speaks onl^ of what it sees. The countiss 
of Criamont, and some others, have cYpnicnced the ef¬ 
fects of its inconstancy; but the publit was not the 
first to change: you have no icason to find fault with 
it, foi It wiH not begin with v rm \V< .ire all very busy 
about oui chapd, it will be fini'-hed about iill-Saints. 
I am peifcctly contented with the piofound solitude we 
live in here : the paik v much luoie beautiful than ^nu 
ever saw it, and my htth tices now cast a delightful 
shade, which ^vas unknown to the diininutive twig' of 
youi time. 1 am distuibiil at tlic noise and huiiy we 
aie going have heie. 'liny say that madamc dc 
Chaulnes I* armed yestciday : 1 must go to sec her to- 
moirow, there is no avoiding it; but 1 had much rathe,r 

* Alluftn g to Lette'S fioiu \ Pou l Nun to d OiTalier, renuik* 
able tor tlir <>of nt!>s and tcnUtrni. s oi tl i tangud'it 

*f* Eluabeih U t^ion, nidoHr ot itre n irquis dr Sdiiit and 

•ft^v&td'> mamed to Charles o'AiUt, duke d& Cbaulaes, 
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bt‘ ill ft cloister, or readirii? 'ras<*o : I am become socU a 
[iroticient in it as ivould suipn&e jou, indeed it surprises 
inc. Yon commend my letters too moch» I am well 
assured of your tenderness; 1 have long said that you 
were t)ue, a commend ilion I am fond of; it is new and 
distini^uished from the common ones ; but sometimes it 
in JY do harm : I feel in my heart the good that opinion 
now docs me. Ah, how few are thefe of the really 
Hue ' Consider the wort! a little* and you will like it,* 
in the stnse I apply it, I find it infinitely more expres¬ 
sive than in the common and accepted signification. 
The diMiie Plessis is most <ompletely/a^^e*. Ido her 
too much honour, even in speaking ill of her: she plays 
all kinds of characters, the devotee, the skilful, the ti¬ 
morous, tire indis^sed, the amiable; but above all she 
mimics me, but in such a manner, that it diverts me 
us much as a glass that turned my face into ridicule, or 
.ill «cho thM, like Hudibras’s, answered nothing but 
nonsense: but I wunddr where 1 find all the nonsense I 
wnte to you. Adieu, my beloved child; how happy 
ire the people of Provence, that can see you every 
,ici\ ' What joy will be mine, when I can fold you in 
fiiy arms 1 for the day will come; but I have many 
Anxious hours to pass in the mean while, especially 
when you draw near your crnifineinent. 

There has been a place in Monsieur^ family Vacant 
hitoly, reputed to be worth twenty thousand crowns, 
which he has given to the An^d *, to the great displea¬ 
sure of all his famdy. Madame du Broutai, after hav¬ 
ing been two years privately married to hourmenteau f, 
iyis, at length, made it public: she now lives in the 

* Madame de Graneei. 

■f He afterwards liad the title of count de la Vanguion, and wji 
of the king's Ordm. He shot idnnelf with a pUtol the a9th of 
November, 169i}. 
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^amc house with him i ouimonteau is a good match 
ior iior* 

Have I lold yoo, that ilitie are two young ladies at 
Vitrt, one of whom is c tlh d made moiseile Ctoguc-oi^OH 
and the oth r madeim ih Ih Kuhnurnc f I call niidtmo - 
selle du Plessis, madcrnoisclh K*‘tlouche, I am vastly 
delighted with these names. 

‘ LETTLP CXIX. 

TO Til* S\Mr. 

The Hv><ho> U ((lupbday, July 2Q, 1( "1. 

St* MagYtaleuN-ddy* on ivhich a 

of mine was kdleJ somt )eai9 ago. 

]VI\D4MF DC Ch4i lnes cmiG hei( on Sunday; but can 
you guess muhatwaj ? No tthnwi'-c than on foot, 
ni*d between eh v»n and twelve at night: she and lui 
suiti wcie tiken at \ tie for a cpui|)an* of Bohemians 
She wished to I a\e no ctremonyon her coming into 
the town; and her wish was complied with j foi no¬ 
body looktd at hti, and those who saw her^ took lui 
fot wha f have lold you. She came from Nantes bj 
way of (lUtiche. Hci taivtage** bad stuck between two 
rocks, at \[ out 1 ilf a league fiom Vitic, the road being 
too nniow fu llum to pass , so that the locks wei* 
obliged to be chisclc^d, which was not completed nil 
next moining at da\-bfcak, wlun the ctjuipagt «rii\cd 
at Vitit 1 visittd hci on Monday, and, j^u may 
suppose, «!lic was glad to see me. The fairMumutte * 
IS \Mth lu’ Ihcy will bo cjiiitt alone at Vitre, till the 
. irfv^il oi M. de (. haulncs who is making the tom o^ 

Bntany, and the States wiif will assemble in about ten 

* 

* ^nne Mary du Pui de Muun&is, who wua aherwarda iBaTchionc^s 
Ktnnan 
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clays. You mjiy guess of yirbat consequence I am, itt 
such a solitude. Madame de Chaulnea not know 
u hat to do with herseJf* and has no resource^hut in me. 
You may suppose that 1 carry it with a higi> bimd over 
niadame de Kerborgiie : I expect her here afLer dinner. 
Ai) my walks are in order, and niy park is in full beau* 
ty. Z shall ask her to stay hereltwo or three days*’^iat 
she may have as much walking as she likes. As I 
make some merit ojf having waited here purposely for • 
her, I intend to acqtdt myself in a way she shall not 
easily forget, and yet give her nothing but what the 
country aUbrd^ But enough on this subject. 

The niadame Quintin that we used to say was like 
you, is beconm paralytic, .and, unable to support her¬ 
self ; ad( ht^f tl),^"^^aso^V^slie is twenty years old. As 
she :passed my door this morning, she stopped and asked 
for a of wine: she had some brought her, and 
then went oh to Pertre^ to consult a sort of physician 
that is in ^eat esteem^jn this country. .What think 
you of this frank and 4asy way of our Bretons ? she 
was but just from, Vitr^;, ., and could not be veiy 
thirsty; so (Oppose it was'^bniy to give herself airs, 
and let me khUw that she.a carriage. 

My dear child, shall I' nje^^/h^ve done with my Bri* 
tany news ? What a vile correspondence ! but wl^al can 
yoti expect of a woman iVum Vitf4 ? It is said the court 
is going to Fontainbleau : the journey to.Koch^hut and 
Chainbert is at an end i and U is imagined,, that in dis<^. 
arrangingithe plans for autumn, they vfill .derange also ' 
the Dauphin’s fever, which, seized him last autumn at 
i^t. Germain; this 3 reaT it will be cheated ; it will not 
tinfl him there again.You know that JVi, dc Condom * 

* Juiiies l^mgnus l|asniet, precc|>tot m tlw Z!^pl^,'.;ahsrwii|d^ 
bUhop of Meaux* 
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bab li'\d tne abbaty of Kobais gtmi biiii, ulmh w.i^ 
oucf; tiic late abbe de poor niani They die in 

mumning here ior ilie duke ot Aujou» which will aoint* 
widt embarrass me, il I am to stay with the 
Our abbe cannot t|uit his ih^pel^ that will be the 
strongiat reason in out favour: tor as to the noise and 
bustle m Vitic, It mil not be half so agieeable tome 
as the solitude ot my noods^ and tiie tompaiiy of my 
books. When 1 leave Pins and my ft lends, it is not to 
ap|ji«r at the btate«: my merit, small is n u>, has not 
yet 1 educed me to the nert>sUy of huliiig myself m a 
country town, like a coiiij> mv of wretched strollers. I 
Miibiace you, my child, with a tenderness that fills my 
soul. Assure M. da Qngnan of ^my love and esteem, 
and leoeive the protestations of oor for yourself* 

LETTER eXX* 

10 TtlE SAME. 

The Rod , 8un4ftf, Jhily 

Tnrs is to ac<}oairit yon, that yesterday, as 1 was sit¬ 
ting all alone in my chamber with a book in my hand, 
I saw my door opened by a tall lady-like womin, who 
was leady to choak luiself with laughing; bi hind her 
was a man who laughed still more beaitily, and behind 
him again, a vers’ wtll-mid<- young woman, who 
laughed as heaitdy as the rest. Seeing them all in this 
humour, 1 fell a-iaugliing too, without knowing who 
they weie, or what made them do so^ Though I ex¬ 
pected uiadanu de Chaulncs, who is to stay two days 
with me, yet 1 did not believe it was she Hti lady¬ 
ship, however, it was, and >-(1 had brought Pomuiats 
to 8i‘6 me, who, vivhen he came to Vitre, had put it into 
hei head to suipu-'C me thus. The beauts 
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Was of the part 3 ^; ami Potncnars »n such high spi- 
iits tliat he would have forced a smile even from i>oi- 
row it&elf* They first at battledore and shtittle* 

cock. Madame de Ohaulnes plays at it like yoQ« Af¬ 
terwards we had a slight collatioiif and then took an 
agreeable walk: yuti wen* remembered at all these. I 
told Pomenars, that you Inul been very much interest¬ 
ed in his afiairs } and that you had written me word* 
that provided he had notliitig to encounter but the pre- 
^pnt aifair* you should not be under any gi'eat uneasi« 
iiess^ but the many fresh instances of injustice they 
were daily loading him with, made you treniblc for 
him. Wo kept up this jest a long time; till the long 
alley put us in mind of the dreadful fall you had in it 
one day; the of which called all the Mood into 

niy face. This acbject* too* lasted us a good while* 
and we then talked of* the Bohemian dialogue; and* to 
crown all* of mademoieello du Plessis and her follies; 
and how* bavhig said iomathiog very silty to you one 
dny* and her frightful faC6 happening to be too near 
yours* you did not stand upon ceremony* but gave her 
such a box.on the ear* as made her staler; and how 
7* to soften the matter »• Ikde* said* ** How roughly 
these girls ploy !** And then* turning to her mother* 
Do you know* madtim, the^e two young creatures 
were So rude, that they absolutely fimght this morning ^ 
Madomoisetie du Plesais nritated my daughter* and so 
she beat her; it was tlie most laughable scehe in the 
world 4idd by the turn I gave it* 1 so delighted ma- 
danie du PleilSl^, fhat she was quite charmed to see thh 
tuo^irls so mer v together. This trait of good*frllow- 
•>hip hoiween yt/i and mademoiselle du winch I 

threw into the scale to ni lUe ihc box on the ear go 
dow'n* had like to have marie hem all die with laugh¬ 
ing. La Muiinctte highly approves ot what you did* 
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and dec]aros> that the fiifst time she runs her tiose in 
he) facej as she is apt to do when she speaks to any one, 
she will serve her jnst in the same manner, and give her 
a swingeing slap on her ugly phiz. I expect tb^in all 
here presently. Poraenars will keep his ground, I war¬ 
rant him. Madame du Pie<i<iits will come too. They 
are to show me a letter from Paris, written on purpose, 
with an account r>f five or six slaps on the face, that 
liave passed between }adie.s there, to give a sanction to 
those which aic designed to be bestowed on La Muri- 
netti ; atnl even to make her wish for one, in order to 
be in the hishion. In short, I never saw* any thing so 
mad-headed as Pomenars; his sprighlliness increases in 
proportion to his criminality, and if one charge more 
be brought against him, he will certainly die with joy. 
I am loaded with compliments for you: w'e have cele¬ 
brated you here at every turn. Madame de Chaulnes 
says, that she could wish you such a madame de Se- 
vigne in Provence, as she has met with in Britany, 
which would render the government desirable: and 
what else could do it? 1 shall deliver her into the 
hands of her husband, as soon as he arrives, and shall 
then give myself no farther care about amusing her. 
But, my dear child, how I pity you with your aunt 
Ilurcourt! What a constramr! What troubl&and fa¬ 
tigue are you obliged to endure { I should sutler a 
thousand times more in such a situation than another 
person, and your presence alone could make me swal¬ 
low the poison. Were I at Grignan, my deal, I declare 
to you, that 1 would stir my stumps, and put eiery 
thing in older in your rooms, as 1 have done herito- 
fore. After this niaik of friendship, ask me for no 
more; for 1 hale vacuity of thought worse than death ; 
and <5110014 d»*arly love to laugh with Vardes, seigneur 
Gt^rbeau, and you. Pray, get rid of that trumpet of 
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juJgeraent as sqqu es you can. It yeaiii 

since. I took a^dislike to ber» Etui kEvE owed 

her a visit. ^ ; 

1 think your way of life very regular and very good. 
Our abbe has an esteem for you, that words caim# 
easily express: he is all impatience for the plad Ot 
Grignan, and the conversation of M. d’Arles: but 
above all thlngs> he could wish you a hundred thoussUid 
crowns to complete your castle, or do any thing else 
with, you might choose. All my hours are not like 
those 1 pass with Pomertars, and even he would soon 
become tiresome; for reflections will rise sometimes, 
that are very contrary to mirth. I told you, that I bc; 
lleved 1 should not stir from this place, or from Vitre. 
Our abbe cunnot quit'his chapel. The desert of Bunon, 
or the dull life of Nantes, with madame de Molnc# 
would by no rneEHs/agree with his active disposition. 
1 shall be frequently hete> and madame de Chaulnes, 
to prevent my being pi^terod with visits!, will always 
say she is in expectation Of me. My labyrinth is very 
neat; it has green plots and palisades breast-high; it 
is a charming place; but, alas! my dear child, there is 
little appearance of my ever seeing you here. 

. * 

Di memoria nadiirsi, piu che di s'peme 

is n*v true motto. 

Our sentences were thou^t very pretty. Can you 
not it iulily conceive, that a day, an hour, a moment, 
does not pftss, without my thinking of you, Or talking 
of yon, if possible; and that nothing can .banish yotx 
an instant from my mind.^ We are at length upon 
Tasso, e GoJ^tdo a spie^aio il great vessilio de 
hi croce sopra I muro. We Iiave had much delight in 


* I live upon remeiubrence mure than 
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rc^aditig tkiii pibeai. I.a JMousse is greatly pleased v\iili 
me, and with you too, when he thiuks what an honoui 
you have done to his philosophy. I do not think vou 
would have had a grain less wit, if your mother had 
been ever so stupid ^ but, however, both together do 
very well. We have a desire to read Guichardin; for 
we are resolved not to quit*our Italian. La Murinette 
speaks it like her inulher-tongue. 1 have receited a 
letter from our cardinal, who says shocking things of 
the fat ahbe * that is with him. Farewell, my lovely 
child: 1 shall finish this letter to-moirow, and shall in¬ 
form you in what mannci my company have am used 
themselves. 

It is midnight, and my company are all gone to bed. 
We took a long walk this evening. After supper via 
cut little Cerni's hair, and put on the first bandage, 
wliich we *?hall take off' again to-morrow. Ponit- 
nars lia«i but just left rny room : we have been talking 
his afiaiis over very senou^y; they are questions of 
life and death. The count de'Creance is resolved to 
have Ins head at all events, but Ponietiars will not sub¬ 
mit to this. Such IS the state of the suit bctw’een them f. 
Madame de Chaulnes told me just now, that the abbe 
T^tii, after linving been for some time at Kichlien, had 
at la'.t, witfiout any cereuionv, taken np his rc-»iJuice 
with madauie de Fontevraud where he has been tin 
two months. It is about a month sinre tin.) saw limi 
in their way hiilier; his pretext is the pievaluice of 
the small-pox at Kichlieu. This procteding wdl do 
him a great deal of good, or a great deal of harm. 1 did 
not know that M. de (Jondom had icsigned his bishop¬ 
ric. Madame de Chaulnes assuies me it is true. ' The 

• Thf abb^ dc Pnntcdjic, 

. 't* He was nuiuted ftir a npe, 

■J Siitcr to niftdaine d< Montc«pan. 
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hide ho^ has sent some songs to her^ster/ but we, did 
not think them good: ! am s^ary glad you approved of 
mine. They could not well have been set higher than 
the key you gave them; which is high enough* 1 
should have thought me for* to have heard them haro i 
that I do not hear them, shows tlje immense distance t 
am from Orignan. Alas! how afflicting is that thought* 
and how weary am 1 of being so long without Seeing 
you > Crood night* my dear child! I am going to bed • 
very low-spirited * but 1 embrace you most adectbn* 
ately. 

My grand<daughter is truly amiable* and her nurse 
every thing we could wish. My skill in this is miracu¬ 
lous ; and friendship has taught me to give credit to the 
w'onderful stoiy of a blacksmith* whom love had con¬ 
vened into ait excellent painter. 


LETTHR CXXI. 

lO THE SVME. 

Tlw Rocks, Wicinevlay, .fuly 3% 1071. 

It w iM be July as long as it shall please God; and I 
believe the month of August will be longer still; for it 
will be the tune of the assembly of the »States; and, 
w*itli all due lespect to the good company* it is alwa}>s 
a slavery to me, to be obliged to join tliem at Yitre* 
or else live m continual apprehension of their com¬ 
ing hertf. It IS troublesome* as madame de la Fayette 
says* and my mind is not at all in tone; but 1 must 
inake the best of it* and pass my time like the rett. 
■Otiilame de Chaulnes was quite charmed with her visit; 
and w hat rendered it most agreeable to her* was my 
leaving her a good deal alone: this was the entertain- 
ruoiit 1 promised her; and she used to walk at seven 
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d’clock ia the momuig in the wocKlf by herself. In the 
afternoon we had a danco of peasants before the door, 
that amused uS extremely. I'here vrere a man and a 
Woman amongst them, that would not hare been suffer¬ 
ed to dance in any well-governed nation, for their pos¬ 
tures were enough to kill one with laughing. Pome- 
nars roared, for he had lost all power of speech. I shall 
not have done with him yet; he does not take a single 
, step which is not likely to be his last; and every time 
I bid him adieu, 1 do not know but that it may be for 
ever. They all disappeared on Monday, and 1 was left 
at my case. 

M. de Vardes will be with you, when you receive this 
letter. Let me know if his patience is not quite ex¬ 
hausted, and whether he owes his firmness to philosophy 
or habit; in short, let me hear something about him. 
J have had a lettei from the marquis de C'haiot fall ot 
exprcdsions of friendship. He mentions madamc de 
lliissac, and says, he has written to you. 1 desire you 
will lay all ciuelty aside, and answ'er his Utter. You 
know he may bo managed by kindness; but not by ne- 
gket: he has all his eye-teeth about him, and W'ould 
iie\ur uiidtistand the honour of being refused an an- 
h\UM. I hear that the count d'Ayen is to marry mad. 
de Bournmiville. Mad^ dc Lutre ujust vild about li. 

You tell me, in your letter, that I should think ^;f 
some means of sending your daughter to you ; I beg 
you will not take that oflice fiom me : I shall certainly 
bring her to yoti myself, if her nurse will resign her 
to me; any other w’ay of sending her would mortify 
me. I ^hall think it the most soothing and agreeable 
amusement 1 can have this winter, to see her by my 
fite-side; let me entreat you not to deny me that 
pleasure; I shall have so many things to give me un¬ 
easiness about you, that it is but just 1 should enjoy 
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Tlii‘> ‘iiiiglc comfort^ when 1 am a littk at ea$e. I shall 
consider this pdhit as settled, and we will talk of her 
journey when I fith about to prepare for mine. 1 have 
just been taking a short one in my maze, I mean my 
wilderness, where your charming idea was my faith* 
ful companion. 1 own thil I take great pleasure in 
walking by myself; we gel, it is true, into a certain la¬ 
byrinth of thought, from which it is sometimes d}tH<* 
cult to extricate ourselves ; but then we have the liber- • 
iy of thinking on what pleases us most. Farewell, my 
dear girl. 


LLimi CXXll. 

« 

10 me SAMn. 

Tlif fix’ , S,in(liy, Au2t»!»t 2, Kifl 
V'h\i say yon to this v\e(k’s iKn\b f We wanted a little 
tmbcli’.if; bnl, ically, 1 think we Inve now rather too 
nnich of it. '1 lie death of 31. dc l\I»ius ^ has quite con¬ 
founded me; ] no more expected it thin he did him- 
stdf; and from the icgular life I used to see him lead, 
It never once cnteied my head that he could die ; but, 
however, dead he is, and of a fever, without hav¬ 

ing had time to think of hea\e.i <.r tMrth. During his 
illntss lie was in a lethargy ; it w is a tertian fevef that 
so suddenly carried him oft! Ih'ovideuce sometimes 
gues instances of its power that are not grievous to us; 
but we ought to torn them to our profit. Poor Lcnct 
too ib dead, wliieh I am really sorry for. Oh! how 
pleased should 1 have been, if the news about madame 

'*■ I’liir.lx,, r.in.n.ml d'' Ufiununoir, commandant of the lcin|'a 
lus, (l«d ik< JrdlJvil), K»7I. 
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de **■* had come by itself! I am ool u «»M i v 
for hpi; her manner of life was ho scandalous tint 1 
have Jong struck her out of th( list of mothers; all th* 
young people of the court have taken pait in het (lis> 
gi ace ; she will not see her daughtei; all her peoplt 
are taken from her, and a§ her lovers dispersed. You 
have now the great chevalier vvitli you, and the cnad 
jutor too; but pray tell the lattei, that I desire he vvill 
n not write to me, hut keep Iuh light hand to play at 
cards * not that 1 dislike his lelteis; but 1 like his fi lend 
ship much better 1 am acipiunted with his huntoui, 
and know that it is impossible for linn to write to hi«^ 
iij( nds without making tlum sufUi for it, and 1 think 
It will bepuiclMsmg a letter too diaiU, it it is to tost 
me a pan ot liisrt^aid. Wc aie all oi opinion, tli * 
if h( W(ic obliged to write twne a wed. to any oiu 
lu would soon hate tli it person i" hi' hates death 

irilLR CXXIII 

10 IHb SAMr. 

tlu Rocks, Wftfhusdaj, A ipist ift-i 
I AM very glad that '^l, de Coulaiiges has stnt you s< in 
news. \ou will heai of the death of M do Guise, 
which quite oveiwhelms me, when 1 tliink of the gi't l 
that poor madtmoiselle de Guise must sutKi You ni ly 
well suppOM, my dtat child, that it is only by font ot 
imagination, that this event atllicts me; for othnwisc 
nothing c ould give me less coni ern. You know liow 1 
drtad sdl-iepiopch: mademoistl’e He Guise has to re¬ 
proach heisdf with the death of her nephew, sne 
’ would nut suffer him to bo bled, and the blood conse¬ 
quently flew to his head, and disoidered his brain: a 
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very pleanant idea this! For my I thinks as soon 
a peison falls sfck at Paris« it is orer with him. 
Never was sacb mortality known. 

Yoti shall now ha\ e news about the States^ as a re» 
ward for youf being a Breton. M. de Chaulnes made 
bis entry on Sanday evening, with all the noise that 
Vitre could aflford; the next morning he sait me a let¬ 
ter, which I answered by going to dine with him. 
There were two tables in the same room, at one ot 
which M. de Chaulnes presided, and ins lady at 'the 
othet. There was a great deal of good cheer, whole 
dishes weie earned away untouched, and the doors 
wtie obliged to-be made bighci, to admit the pyrsfflfids 
of fiait. Our ancestois had ci itamly no notion of these 
machines, «!j|ace the^ simply imagiutd, that if a door 
Mas high enough foi themselves to enter, it was suffi¬ 
cient. A pyiamid was to nnkc its entry; one of tbose^ 
lor instance, that oblige you to h'll loo from one end 
of the table to the olhei: but so far is this from being 
an mcoiivenieiiLe in this jiart of the world, that you 
are often very well pleased ut not seeing what the} con- 
ce il. This p^ 1 amid, with about twenty or thirty pieces 
ol china on it, was so coraphtely ovortuined at the 
loor, that the noise it made silenced our violins, haut- 
bovs, and trumpets 4ftci dinner mess, de T^mana 
and Coetlogon danced some excellent jigs with two 
iheton ladiis, and minuets m a style that far exceeded 
my thing 1 haic sreii at couit; their Bohemian and 
T^ovier*lh(.toii steps were danced with a lightncsiT and 
I xaclncss that charmed mo. I thought of you mces- 
^ antU, and liad so tender a recollection of your dancing,' 
that this amusement beesune a grief to me. I am sure 
\ m viould have been delighted nith I^omaiia'sciancin^^ 
Jic iuujic and passc-fnedb at court are really sickening 
\\\ '•omparison It is 'ciy extraordinary how they can 
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make nian\ diirercnt steps and keep such exceUent 
time: I jie\n ^iw aoy ma« daiico" lln-i kind of dance 
like I>oiiiaiia. this little l»ili, \»e saw all those 

that wcie to open tin isscniiilv ol the btates crowding 
III, 'ihc next moioing the fust president, the protura- 
rois, the advocates <'eneial of the jailumcnt, eight 
hjsliops; mess de Molac, La Co'^te, aud Coetlogon the 
lather, j\J. Bonchciat* lioni Pans, and fifty or sixty 
Pa« Bietoiis laced up to the very eyes, be’^idcs a htrn- 
tlied of the coiiiinons. Madaiiu de liohan and her 
^un, and M. dc Lavaidiri, at vihich 1 was ^catly asto- 
nislud, welt c \pcf ttd the same evening here. I did not 
scf xK#* latter; lui lvia-> ic^olvedto letnin heic to sleep, 
aftd having h*.ru to the tovei of Scvignc to sec iV{. 
<V 11 inoMis ul ir,< S'.!! Ills (U I'ouicke andChcsicies, who 
\.u justanivtcl ’“oi*' d Hal roms will wiito to } ou ; 
JH i.jjuii ttninnd wuii >0111 atuiitioiis: he uceivcd 
two Ultci" tioiu \oii at Nantes, foi wlnth I am even 
luou ohli pd to v«»u thin in i" His Iioiisc is going to 
bt thi Loi M( 01 the,» nils tin ic will he -.uch play* 
su li t.muiailnneiih, ami suih htedoni 111} and night, 
js will atlidct enn cu iluio to hmi. 1 hid nevu ^un 
tile hf foie; it is a pietty sight enough I do not 

ihiiik ttiit then IS any pioviiiee w liose asscjuhij line so 
t^iaml an a 1 as this. It will be \ciy lull, 1 tancj, lor 
tlKic 11 not one oi the niembeis euhti at eoait 01 in 
c imp, except the little gindon |, who, jiuLaps, nnv 
It join them eie long. 1 am going to pn a \ "it to 
mad. dc Rohan. I sli iilcj liave a nuuihu o jAople 
heu, d J did not go to \ lilt. Ihue was a .a u- 
j( n mg to *iee me at the Stati s, as I never w is Unit o - 
foie: 1 wou'cl not be } usenl at the opening, as it s 

♦ \fSiu« •Is ilidiictllor ol I lai I c 

I MjSAmng her son, die nuiqu s. dt bei ^ t, i.bo wak gni<Io’j, •• 
ccuuct, to the lUuplun’s gtu'^-cl’ain vS 
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too early in tbo moniirn*. 'I’he sedsion not bold 
long: there is nothuiji to (b>, hot to usk what arc iho 
kmg*sconnn inds; noieply is made, ai.d the allan is over. 
A«* for tiie {^overnor, liv pn ks op, 1 know not how, near 
40,000 crowns by it. A m'lltit'uU* of ptoients, of pen¬ 
sions, of repaiis ol hi^^hwajs and towns; fifteen or 
twenty large tables; a continual lound of (lanenig an<l 
gaining ; pUys three times a week; and a great dt'al of 
show and spleoiloc; those constitute the Statei have 
tbrir itten tlp’ee or four hundred pipes of wine, which are- 
drAuk there. Bat if I omitted this trifling articlf, 
others do not, I absuiv you; it is with them the first. 
Thtse aie what you may call tales to make you sleep, 
but they run off the end of our pen when we df? in 
Britany, aud have nothing eUe to say. I have a tliou- 
sand <;ompIiments to make you fioni M. and mud. de 
ChanIneSi X w^it foi Friday, win n I am to receive your 
letters, with an impatience woithy of the e\trenn 
friendship 1 bear you. 

IJE'rTER eXXIV. 

TO THE SiME. 

4 

% 

Tl'f Htxks, Sm«i y, Atign 11#, 16; 1. 
aYou are not sincere in praising me much, at the ex¬ 
pense of your own merit. It would ill becOilie me, in 
writing to you, to make your p.megyric, and you will 
pevci^suffer me to SQ) any thing ill of myself: I shall 
thorefuic do neithei the om nor the other; but, my 
dear child, if yo^ have any complaint to make against 
► me, yo'i cannot accuse me of overlooking your good 
quabrii's, and the foundation of every virtue. You 
reason to thank God for the gifts he lus bestowed hn 
you; foi myself, 1 have not '’merit enough of my own 
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to transfer <Miy to you: hat, be that a» it yor( 
adniimbly reduce tiieory to piaclice. What you say 
relating to the inqnietude ive are so nalutally uitdet 
with respect to futurity, and bovr insensibly our inclin- 
ation changes,'and accommodates itself to iieccssity^ 
would be an excellent subject iJi such n book as Pas* 
cal’s. Nothing can he (bore solid and useful than such 
kind of meditatfioos. But howfisw youd^^C||i!^ do vie 
find capable of making them r X kitoWynof bijh; you 
Ifhve a fund of sense and courage that make'> tbO honour 
you; as for I have by no meai^ 8« rnoOh* espe¬ 
cially when my heart tato painit to a(S!^ me My 
words may be just enough, and I may inrange them 
propel ly: but ttie tenderness of my senthnents destroys 
me. Foi example, 1 have not been my gnef 

at being separated fiom you. 1 imagino^ it would be 
as severe as I have tound it. I cannot say the profetb 
has been verified with respect to mytelf, tbot ** 94 the 
cold IS, so » the garment j” foi I have no garbient 
against this chill to my heait But, however, 1 amuse 
myself, and time slides away, and this paittcular ui- 
stance does not hinder the general rule fiom being true 
We fear things as e\ ils, w'hich lose their name, bj thi 
change that takes place in our thoughts and si ntimtnts. 

I pray God to preserve youi es^elient turp of mind. 
You say you will love me bi^th tor 3 toUfae)f sui4 your i 
child. Ah I dUmf child* do not undertake sw'mnch! 
Were it even possible for you to love me as well as f 
love you, whiehf JtibweVeri is nc(t po5si|!^i^ nor ev m 
the coutse ofnatomy yet even then ijm ^Vtd-daugh* 
ter would have the advantd^ of mV Iteart, and 

it wi0i the very same tenderneal^^at I feel (hr 

yen# * 

1 nrefit pn Monday to^ime with M«4e Chaillnes, who 
hai kept the Btatea dmng Iwicpa dav, ^^vept them 
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Itom comt )g tQ 806 mo. I am ashamed tell you 
h ii honour they do me in the States; it is absolutely 
ridituioub. llowover, I have not flopt there yct> and 
no entieatiPb can prevail on me to abandon my woods 
and my ^alks. I have btien here these four days; it 
IS sotli ehanniifg weather, that 1 cannot shut myself 
up m a little dirty town. 

But, oiiild, who is to be your accoucheur, 

if yon sA Grignan ? shall you have to send for as¬ 
sistance? not forget yiwr last lymg-in, nor yet* 
what happens to yon the first time, not the.Occasion 
yon bad for aitd skfiful hand. You are somc- 

time> alra loss to know lu>w to testify your friendship; 
now is the time to give me the proof I requiic; anlf^ * 
for toy sake be pariicolai ly careful of youisclf, 

the balance of ffce obligation will be mine* Ah ’ ray 
dearest child* how easily mny you acquit yourself of all 
you owt meh Could all the riches, all the treasures on 
earth, gIVe a joy or satisfaction equal to (hat of your af¬ 
fection and iiiendshtp? And, to reverse the medal, 
what obuH be so dreadful as the contrary? 

The letter you wrote to madame de ViUars is very 
good I but 1 do not think the style quite so easy as 
that some 1 have eeen of yours t nobddyi howewer, 
^an write be^r than you; imd madame de ViHirS wtli 
he e:Ktrdm^l^ pleased. When the’ coa^ntor’H flwt h 
better, lelma beg him to answer mens, about 

the nun who (iots hts whole dioce^ in i t shaU 

take tivLt Ict^'te^y own ffife him ere* 

dit for three ^ 

But wbel*^ jpbd^Watl b^K^slyifig you have 'pains in 
^he hip ? Is fecoroc a girt ? Give yotur- 

self no concern I will help yon to eiti^osc 

on the Bhifiei, in ^ket of teeili, and 
will land wheiw her beauty wilt be- ' 
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r 

« o:n(‘ tHc XiG(bj<sct of a romance. Am I not a l den 
i\’nixotc? There are ‘«o»iie hiMiihiC ihii»,:s m v it opatit*, 
blit tlicie are some vtry beautiful ones t<o, c*in' 
Viitue has ccitainly tMablihbcd her throiu ’t'cu, T!k‘ 
fmi'-liiii" T'tSiO ha'* given U8 pleaiorc and |»a»n j for «e 
d(^ not kiiov uhat to begin m\f j we musJ wait tHl the 
Sivc^ I Tv.* p,oi.c, bttoil**vie nndeitaho any Uiing. Was 
it to you 1 sanl the oUkt day, that I tboo^hi vill tin* 
«toncs in'• itii* were mcttlnioiiihcucr into^ 
•I nevei btfoH saw *,11011 tinwii** as'embled together: 

my dear c lid-h 1 want to know what passes in your 
ni i.'dd’ourl I am quite at home in l^iovence; tiow 

ti'ily is that i. iiitiy b^'toine mine! Why was miy lies* 
fived ut such a dtstniice from you? 

t 

10 'lONSlLLR DE GlttGN/A. 

You aloncj my dear count, could hate prevailed cm me 
to give iny daughter to a Proven^t^l j this is truib, as 
('uderonsse and IMerrinviile will witness iur me; for If 
1 had liked the latter as well as yom I should have 
found so mm)y expedients to prevent a conclosimi^ and 
she had been his. Do not ciuenatn the lea^t doubt of 
my having the highest opinion of you ^ a momenta’s re¬ 
flection will convince you I am sincere. I am not nt 
all surprised that my daughter does hot mention me tc» 
you; she served me just the same by you the last year; 
believe^ thei^foro» whether she tells you $0 or not, that 
I never forget you, 1 think I hear tifr scokh aqd say. 
Ah! tins is a pieteuce qf yours to exedee yom own 
Uaincfis.” I shall leave'jou to 4tspute,this among 
youi'sclves, and assure you thut^ though you are per*^ 
baps the most happily formed* for genet .d love and 
esteem of any man in the world, ytet ji>a ncser were, 
and never will he, more smeerciy loved by any one 



than by m«, I wish for you ei^ery d^y in tny mail; 
but you aie proud; I ifoc, you u'u lo visit 

you first; you may think yourself v«iry happy that 1 
am not an old woman; but am resolved to employ the 
renaaias of life and health in taking that journey: our 
abbe seems to have a$ strong an incUnalion to go there 
as myself; that is one good thing. Adieu» my dear 
Grignun» love mO always; t|eat me with a sight of you* 
and you shall see iny woods. 


TO MAD VME DB GRJCNAN. 

I RETOEH to you, my dear child, to let you knowT'that 
moms, d’Anddii has sent me the collection he has made 
of tho letters of M. tic St. Cyiau; they are the finest 
thixigs in the^world; they are, in fact, so many max¬ 
ims and Christian sentences; but so admirably turned, 
that they are as easily retained by heart a<3 those of M, 
RochefoucauU. When thU book is published, de<iii'e 
madatne de ia Fayette, or M. d*BacqUevtlle, to ask An<> 
dtlU for a co|^ for you i he will be gra^fied by this 
mark of. donfij^ence* WbeA you refibet, that he has 
never gaiiied the smallest sum by any thing he ever 
publUhcd, you will be convinced thatjt is doing him 
4a favour to ask him finr one of hl^ boo^s. I^deiy M, 
Nicole himself to iay any thkig het^r "^bat ypu 
wiote about the change the passions t i^re is noilh^ 
word more or less than tliere ought to he. 
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l^TTEE CXXV. 
to Tils ^AMB. 

August IS, t671« 

At lengthy tn^ dear ohHd» l^am tn the inidat of the 
Statefiy otherwise the States would have been in the 
niidst of the Rooks. Last Snnday, ]ust as 1sealed 
tny letter, I -taw four coaches and 3 l^: drive into the 
^ eouYty with hfty armed men on horseback, several led 
horses, and a number of pages mounted. These weie 
ivT'^ Cnaulnes, M. dc Rohany M^de Lavardm, messrs^ 
Coeilogon, de l^marin, the barons de Guais, \he hi- 
shc^a of Rtnnes and St Mato, the mesgrs. d’Argdu|pes, 
and eight or ten more nhom 1 did not know. 1 fbt^ot 
M. d’Hartouis, who is not worth menfiolimg. I re¬ 
ceived them all. a great many compliments pasted on 
both sides; and after a walk, with which they were^aR 
very well pleased, a very good and elegant collation 
appeared at one end of the mall ; and, to crown the 
whole, there was Bargund^jr as plenty as water. They 
(.ould ttot he persuaded bat it was the work of enchant¬ 
ment, M. de Chauliles pressed me to go to Vure; ac- 
corduigty I ai Hvi d hers on Monday night. Madame de^ 
Chaulnes gave me an supper, with the comedy 

of Tartttflfe afhsr it, not badly played, I assume you, for 
a strolling company ; and then ne had a ball, whtrt 
the minuet and jigs had very neatly reduced ixk to 
tears; for the\ brought you so fresh to my remem¬ 
brance, that 1 could sraitely nsist the impuisr, and 
was obliged to s<tk something to divert my thought*., 
'they talk to me of you hci'c very freqiKiiil), and 1 do 
not study long foi an answer; for I am generally 
thinking of you at the same time, so that Isoractimts 
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faney theyi 6tay$. Yes¬ 

terday t irecenived ^all Bi^katijr say^wcr of S4v1gii4. 
I was at tbe ptay agam: it vm AndirQmache; it cost 
me above half It doaen tears | enough hi conseieitice for 
stroHjtig players. At night We had a ii(np|>f r, and a ball. 
I wish you could see the elegance of wL de hapavi^B, 
and in what style be takes ofi'eod puts on *hjs hat: he 
outdoes alt our courtiers/and might pot them to the 
i>|u%h i he has 60/K)0 livn^ a year, is just come front 
cohege, is very handsome and agreealbk^, and would 
very gladly iiave you for a w<fe, 1 would no* have yOu 
suppose that your health ie not drank constantly here. 
The obligation indeed is ttoli very great; buCSush 
St J|, you owp it.every day to ^half Britany. They be- 
gitl wjhh me, and then mddame de Gngnan comes of 
cdujbe.The civilities they show me are so ridiculous, 
and the women of this country are such fools, that >oa 
yvouHtldnk thcre^ was person of (|uality in the 

town hot myself, though iawfaU of fashionable people. 
Of ^itr'ec^uaintance Tooi^ihe^i the <count des Cha- 
petle^ Bdmcuarii, the gbhd de.llfontigni, who is bfshop 
of l|t. Paui ilh.)Uyon^ pud thousand others, am here; 
thoyitallr^of yo^ ihsd O'" little at ourpeigb- 

boor. M^ame.de Oo4^|hdn Is ^1 hpre lever: 
Chesieres,isaomewiiatb(kior| has'heen adeputit* 
tH»n of the States to cbmptiip^^ h^« as po¬ 

lite here as the polite I^vutdift hHdi^ is perfect¬ 
ly adored among them; he has a goon sliam of heavy 
merit,"like Grave wine. My abbc* goes on with his 
bnihlmg, and cannot be prevailed on to stay at Vitie ; 
he corner liowever and dines with us. I shall stay here 
till Mpiiddy, and then shall retire to my ^litude, where 
1 shall pas-, eight or ten days, after which, I shall re- 
• un to tale my leave of them all; for the end of the 
month w II •-e< the end of the whole affair. Our pre- 
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sratbasbcen m»de thi|i wefk aud the demand 

iivAb for three mdlipns ^; we imipediatelj> oBered two 
millions and a haffj; which was accepted. Over and 
abo\e this the |^vemor is to hare 50,00t) ciowns, M. 
de Jiavardin SO,000 frBne^, and the rest of the officers 
in proportioi); the whyle for two ycais. You may 
imagine; that as much wine pass^ through the bodies 
of our Bieton^ as there doc^ water under our bridges; 
,tor ^it is upon this commodity the immenw sums of 
money are |>rocur(d that ate distnbuted umoug the 
States. 

Now, thank God, you are pretty wdl instructed in 
jfthat K’«te& lo yonr qood country. But all this while 
I have no letter fi om you, and, conse(|ueiitly, nothing 
to answer: so I must of course write what I see and 
hear. Pommars is a most extraordinary cre^^ret I 
do not knowr any man to whom 1 would so readily wish 
two heads; for he will nevar be able to emry hia own 
safe off. For my part, to see the wt'eh at au 

end, tb^ 1 may repay the civititi^ I have rediived 
from the good folks here in a proper manner^ and then 
rcth^ to tuyself at the Hocks, Farewell, my 
dearejtt c1i^& I always expect yomr letters with 
iienCe^ health b a subject that concerns^ ISe 

nearly;' I believe you are peiisuadedof the truth of 
ihbi so that, without deslrf^ you to do me the jumce 
{^hdkvki^, 1 m^iDjtpot an end to my letter, and sleep 
seooroly onwhatyon think of my iViendship. 


• Of Uv«is. 
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10 TUG SAME* 

Vitrj^ Bvaa^f Av^t Jtd, 16? 1. 

WuvT, my 4ear child, you had hke toharo bteti hum- 
ed to death, and you would not have me be alatmed I 
You are t-e^bived to tie^'in at Grigiiau, and you wiOtild 
.not have mf be uneasy I Dt she me at onee to cease to 
love you ; but be assured, that while yoii.are so dear 
to my ht6,it, that is, w’hde X have existence, 1 cannot 
^look wHh iiidiOer^ce on any evil that js likeryNU>’^/^ 

• you* l^begged Device to take his rounds cvdy night, 
to i^^veot these accidents ftfftn fire* Had not M. de 
Grii^Uan fortunately rose befoie day-fight, consider 
what a situation you would have been in, and what 
would have become of yOur castle 1 am (Persuaded 
yon did not omit returning thanks to Ood for yom de^ 
iivetiknce : ht my part, X have loo great an interest in 
you to opiit item my 6lde. 

Mons. de l^ivardin makes Ibve to a little madame 
here : I think it s^^s bStn in as good stead as a fan. 

\ told mad. de Coutanges the eotxtplimems you sent her: 
she received thdm so graciously, hod leiurned them so 
*heartily, tliat t am persoafled she would ho gigd to have 
you for her hcu^Qiimii'^getkera), even at ^he expense of 
Motac and Laiardin *• Thens am* the only offices 
woitiFhaving; the king’s lieutenants are not worthy to 
hold up youi train. 1 am here sti|X ^ M*.and mad. de 
Cbauhies do all they can to retain me. These are dU- 

* iinctions wluCh make me admire the ladiekof thiscoun^ 
try; and but for these, you may very well think, X 
«liould hardly stay at Vitre, where I have no bnsincss, 

* Lfoutenanui'^oardi to the province of Blhanv. 





The players hare amuaod us, the dancetii have diverted 
us, and our walks have sufiplted the place of the Rocks. 
But all this will not hinder me fiom going there to«mor^ 
row, where 1 shall be happy to sfo no aiote feits and 
to be once more tn qmet. 1 perish with hungei m the 
midst of all their dainties; and I proposed to Pome* 
liars to order a leg of muttoo to be dressed for ds at the 
tower of S^vign^ by midnight, when we left mad. de 
Xhaulnes, In short, whether it be from want or dis¬ 
gust, I long to be once more in my mall, from whence 
I shall not stir for eight ot* days. Our abb4, La 
Mousse, and Marphise, are in gfeat want of my ptt* 
Lite two first indeed come and dine with ns 
sometimes. Madame la gootemante of Provenqp^ is 
often talked of; for you mast know it }9 by this title 
that M. dc Chaulnes alw ays calls yob* when he drinks 
your health. They were saying at supper last night, 
thkt the other day at Parts, Harlequin carried about a 
great stone under his cloak, and, upon being asked what 
he was going to dn with it, " Oh !** ttsid be» **^it is the 
sample of a house I have to sdl/* This di'Veited me 
extroinely; and 1 vowed I would Idt you knew it in my 
next letter i if you Kke the contrNmnee, my dear, you 
may make use of it to sell your estate. What think 
you of the maniage of Monsieur i This is a stroke of 
the palatiiic'i» ^ ; it is a mutual meet of bn's and the 
princess of Tm^nte. You may judge how gieatwiU be 
the joy of Monskkir io be married by proxy, and how 
charmed be will be to have a wile that cannot s^ieak a 
ivord of French. 

]\lad, de la Fayette tells me she was going to write 
to you, but was hindered by a head-acbO; she is very 
subject to it. 1 do not knov whether one had not bet- 


* Ttir puo«e«s EUxabith ( iwilotte, pftlAtHie of die Rhine. 



tut be without FAi»cal"ji> ^ 0 i 9 e uD^eivutikdingr thai^ be 
liabie to such mconiretiienoes^ You huTo dated your 
letter with admirable precision; 4be ef it is, tbat 
it brings me back to my twentieth year i yon need not 
therefore make ^urseif uneasy about nty health* since 
T have youth on my side; tini^k only of yoar own* 
The agitation which the alarm of hre occasioned you 
pained me extremely; it was a violent agitation that 
brought on your labour at Livri; be careful then, my « 
dear child, to avoid as much as possible^ livery thing 
that may cao^' you emotion. 1 am a)i;ipdly in Ipve 
with this Chamarier f of Hoehebonne: you represent 
hirn^to me from a good rock (boimc roche).**t*^^dL^ 
Grigtsan,^to wbem 1 address thi% will understand me to 
mean, that yoa place his viHues in a good point of view, 
and wiU agree witiiiii$. 1 am glad^l can be sure of 
another boose at Lyons, besides tlie intondant^s. 

As certain as one can be of any thing m this worlds ' 
so certain am 1 of myi^^hmey to Provence this next 
year. My dioar child, take great care of yourself in the 
interval^ tins h my only coht?e«*» the thing in 
wiiich you can the most oblige me. It is by this you 
caii give me the strongest proofs of your icgurd for me* 

1 suppose you sec a great number of Provencals at 
(Siignati; but yoo cMniipt conceive the quantity of Bre¬ 
tons we see bene every day it is beyond imaghiation* 
You highly delighted me in telling me you love the 
cuadjntor, and that he ieVes you. I Urn glad of this 
fru'itdshiip; for {think it ncce^ary to your welfare : 
preserve it, and take his advice in all your atikirs. Our 
abbe still adores you. JLa Mousse has one tooth less, 

* fildi&p Paspdl w<ts one of die brighttst gt niu5e« Of Ins timp, bnt 
.i's subjui ro violent pains in the licati. He died in }6b2, in die 
flowci of bis 

t Pigniui) of the cbip^er of Si. John at T/yon*j 
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and my gt*and-dau|f*ht^r ohe more : so the world. 
]My b}«*«sin^ upon Flachere fm preserving yOu from the 
fire. 1 embrace "^yon with a thousand times more ten** 
dernesit than 1 can eicpress. The noUe of the back- 
gamniou-table at M. de lUnouia’ has perfectly cured 
Chcsicres. * 


LETTER eXXVIL 

r 

10 THE 8AMF. 

f 

The RottlcSi Wedfteflslay» Aui^urt iq, JC?!* 
JSfop vlc^cribe very humorously the disoider my per* 
fumed paper occasioned you. Those wtm savif you read 
my letters must have thought 1 was dead* and could 
never imagine that they contained nothing but chit- 
eban 1 am very far from cTirrecting myself in the way 
you imagined. 1 shall always run into extremes lu 
what IS for your good* if it depends upon me. I already 
. began to think that my paper might do you harm ; but 
I did not intend to change tt till about November. 
However, 1 begin from this day; and far the futuie you 
will have nothing to guard against but the smell. 

You have a tolerable niiriiber of the Gi ignans with 
you: the Lord deliver you fiom the aunt * ; I feel her 
troublesome even hcic. The chevalter^s sleeves must 
have had a cuiious e0hct at table; but though they 
draw every thing along with them* 1 much question 
whether they would draw me ; fond as I am of fashion* 
I have a gieat aversion to blovenliness. Vitrd Would be 
a famous place for him. I think 1 never saw such prq> 
fusion before. There is not a table at court that can 
come up to the meanest of the twelve or Bftecn that 


* Ann d’Ornano, rounti^is of Hsreoun* aunt to M. dc Grigiun 
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kept up here; jaeni^^ m 8 e<K}j there u oc¬ 
casion foi all lor the^ are than throe bun¬ 

dled people to be provided tbr^ vi 4 o hai^e no^where else 
to eat. 1 left thi^ good toivn Uh Hoeday:i ailet bavjng 
made your compliments to mad, de ChhiUneSj, and mad* 
de Muiinais., Nothing could be more toidially re- 
cei\ed, or more waimly ittuTned. All Bntany was 
drunk on that day. We dined apart, Forty ^gentle¬ 
men dmed m a lower room, eacb of hom drank forty^ 
toabtb: the king's svas the Brst, and then the ghttises 
were broken. All this was done under pretence of ' 
iiemcjoy and gratitude foi a hmidrcd thousand ciowns 
which his majebly had remitted out of the the 

province had made hjoi, ia a recompense foi ihenluvt 
iiig so cheeti'ully complied vMtii his ie()utst. bo now 
thcie \j» only'two isillions tvro hundred tiiousand livies, 
instead of five hondred thousand. The king too has 
written & letter witb hta own hand, full of the knidenl 
expressions to his good province of Bntanyr 'fhis te^ 
ter the gosemor read to the States assembled, and a 
copy of it was registered. Upon this they shouted 
le rot, and immediately fell to di inking and dnnk 
they did, (?od knows! Mens, de Cbanlnes did not for¬ 
get the gouvernante of Provence 9 and a Breton genUe- 
niAO going to toast > ou by your name, and not well re- 
nicmberiiig it, got up, and, iti a loud voice, eaclaimed', 

** I-lerc is to fnadanie de Cannon,** This i idiculous mis¬ 
take mide >L,de Chaulnes laugh till tlie tears came into 
his cy The Bietons drank w, thinking it was right ; 
and, for a week to come, you Will be nothing but mad* 
de Cangakn; some cilltd ;you the counies^s of Cau- 
^nan : tbU was the si ite of things when 1 left them* 

I have shown Pomcnars what 3 'ou say of him s ba W 
h glily delightf d v\ ith ii, bttt I as<urc you, he is so 
und and impudent, that once 01 tmee in a day he 
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mak^s tho first rosidetii kava the rooni> to whom tic i- 
a mortal oiicmy» aa wall as to the procurator*geneira). 
Madame da Co^quen had jest reeei?ed the news of the 
death of her little girh and fainted away i she is in great 
affliction* and says she shall neter hate so pretty a oiao; 
her bushaoKl is quite inconsolable; he m just returned 
hrom Paris* aiier hating made matters Up with Le Bofd> 
- age* Jhis was a most mttraordmary af&ir: he bias 
^transferred all hys resentments to mens, de Turenne *. 
1 suppose you jkfiow nothing of this; but it ftll unitt- 
tontionally iVom my pen. There was a pretty ball on 
Sunday. We saw a girl of LtrWer Britany, who, they 
away the palm* She waft the most ridicalous 
creature 1 ever saw, and threw herself into IMmh atti¬ 
tudes as made us ready to die with laughing* But there 
were other dancers, both nu ii and women, that were 
really admirable. 

If you ask me how 1 like my Rocha after all this hur¬ 
ry, 1 shall tell you, that 1 am delighted to be here again. 
1 shall stay for a week or ten days at least, in spite of 
their endeavours to get me back. I want rest more than 
I can describe to yUu : I want to sleep; 1 want to eat; 
for J am starved at these f^tes ; 1 want the fresh air; 
1 want lienee; for I was attacked <m all sides, and my 
lungs were almost wo.r|i out with talking. In short, my 
dear, I found our abbe, ILa Mousse, my dog, my mah, 
Philois, and ray masons, all as I left them j and they 
are the only things that can do mo any good in my 
present condition* When I begin to ^be tired of them, 
I will take another trip to VitrS. There are some good 

among the crowd of Bretons, and some who have a to- 

• 

* Giorf, trbieh is tlw last paastpiiof the sage, not the onl} pastiod 

of Turennsf for, at die age of dsty, he nax lu love with tnadame de 
^ Cortquen. 
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im’dble share of wit, aud are not niiwoiili> of talking to 
iHc of yoa, 

1 was &< much hui t aa yoa wtih ^ 

hem\ That w^id pi0ng tlKpt^aaes me mightily; 

1 tokl you the teittnm was much Hke Tatcal% and that 
texture is so beautiliii that it always pleusfis me* NeVer 
was the human heart heUer anatomised than hy these 
t¥ro authors* If you imend to go im gtring your opl^ 
uitm of It, La Mousse nill answer you than I can; 
for 1 have not yet read twenty pag<*s nf< X am iit 
perfect despair at the loss of my packetk ;* those dear, 
those cliarmmg letters, Vftth which I am surrounded, 
which I read again and again, which 1 gaae upon,*n^d^h 
1 so much approve. Is it not a distracting thing for me 
to know, that yon write to me twice a week, and yet to ^ 
have received but one letter in four weeks i If it were a 
relief to yon, I should approve of hearing no oftencr, 
and even desire it might be so; hut you have written, 
and I cannot obtain your letter. If you keep a memo¬ 
randum of the dates, you mil find bow many are min¬ 
ing. I know you used to do it for that fellow Grignan^ 
and shall I embrace him a^r such a prefer«H^ce f Let 
me know something about mad. de Rochebonne f, and 
make my kind remeoibfances to the coadjutor, mid the 
elegant chevalier, *(rhom 1 expressly forbid to get on 
hoiStebrick in your presefice* X hear that my 
hea) 1 1 IS very well: slut 1* to he put in frocks ; 

that IS good, iny UttU kewtt in a ifrock! ^ 

If rudckmic de giinlaoe wishes to hear news hf her 

^ hnfl.urt 4tt cosm . Aa 4*preaAw used 'hf M. Nicole in hb Wo* 
ral^£ssa)ii. i 

f- I'hcf&tt Adht^ntar de aii>nt< li, mfi .wCJhsrles fVaiicis de Chafeewin' 
atnf, count de Rof^ieljaune, and deGrigiMiV 

* Mt s prutes enfraille . Thus piadaine de ined to eaU hwm* 

M ^rai d'ditugl'ti •- , rfhoiii she hui leJlaT nurse in Pint* 
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iciMischal, } ou may tell hi’t, that herself, tie 
married the wife of a laan who at last resigned hei to 
hrm, and whom he soon aitej descited foi another niai- 
ried woman, very beitucttul, whom he ran away with 
he has a biothei who h * dune the same tijing m Lower 
Bntany: o0icer« of justice aie sent to biiog him an ay 
the late of houio people makes one 1 nigh. 

Mons. d'Harioun as much >urpiiscd as yoursetf ai 
mad. de Liormc^i advontute. 'Voui way o{ reasoning is 
vetyjust: but though the husband was accustomed to 
his own disgrace, he nis not to tliat of h's son>‘in4an ) 
and It was (hai which made him bieak oat. Tiie mo- 
tliuijiMtiade was veiy sveil known. You did well m 
wilting to mid di Lavaidin: U was what X wished: 
you havt viiicitjated my desue**. Ihe abbess Ucquev, 
pi lying ju-»t now with the aniiahle Jaqnirte, threw her 
down, hioke her aim and dislocated her wrist: her 
cries are shocking ; the ccies of a Fury m the infernal 
regions on the same occasion could not e^tcccd them. 
The man is sent foi who attended St Aubin. It is sui- 
piiaing to me how accidents happen; and \et you 
would not have me be in feat of oierturnuig ' That is 
what I am most afraid of; for if any one could aasuie 
me thatl should not be liuit, I should hau no direc¬ 
tion to rolling now and then five or six in les in a tba¬ 
llot; the novelty would amuse me; hut litci i«t ! 
have just St < 11 , 1 slull bo always in tenoi of a Ik un 
aim. Farewell, my dedicst; you know low iin»v.li I 
am yours, and that matciiial tovc has ks*- it ni t 
than incluiation. 
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LLTTISE CXXVHI. 

* 

TO ta& bAMr. 

Th^ RocIh, ^tiudft)^, 6ag«^ 93 ,1671. 
\uu were mth the ptesident of Chi»rme*$ lady then 
\^heiiyou wrote to me; her hubhaiul was the intimate 
friend of mon&ieur Fouijuet; am I itf^ht in thi« ^ lu 
short, my dcai, you were not alone; and RJ.. do <»ii* 
gnan acted wsely in making you leave youi closet to en¬ 
tertain youi company ; he might howevtt have ''pared 
hts cspuchin's beard, though he did not apjieai nmeh 
the woi^e for it m your tycs, forwiun he was at Li\n, 
w th his bushy you thought him handsomer than 

Adonis. 1 oUen repeat these four versts with admir«^ 
tion It IS sin prising what an impiesston the remem* 
biaiice of any particular time makes upon tin mnid, 
w hetbet good 01 b id. Soinetmn s 1 think of tint deli¬ 
cious autumn: in I then a^^un, when 1 redcci on the 

I ittei part of it, 1 sweat with honor | . yet we ough^ 
to be thanl^ful to Providence, who delivrrcd you out of 
the dangei you wta ih. 

Youi leflections upon the di ith of M deOuiscare 
. i i^i.abk , they haic mode me plough up ni} malt with 

II > (ves ; for It IS there I medit ite with most ploasuie. 
j Kif La Mou•<^e has beenafiliefted with the tooih-ache; 
s) tint for a long liAie 1 have walked alone till night, 
ind tin u^ht of—(»od knows what 1 have not thougbt 
r Do not be under apprehensions of my growing 
c^ry of solitude : set aside the ills that arise fiom my 

>u. t< £c tl tm£ e TATt ol a lout »»?«■, f Ikd up by lOdctims cl« 

f- O j count c { JL rni c cr tl at raadvine dc Giijnaa 1 odat Livri, 
I 4 h Novtx btr, HuS 
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owti laeavt, anti an^inst which iHhiatve iftOt strength i'* 
struggle ; and to be jiSiied In any respect. I 

am of a happy.t^m^rrrcan'l^ommodate myself to, 
and be pleased 
tirement hcfe. to att ihe 

I have been here a week, ^4 tW trajiquillity 1 have cn- 
iayed ^nfe of a dreadmi coUl. I haye dra^ 

n^hinTbnt water; liave talked very little j fealrejeft 
off sappers; and by this method, without having short¬ 
ened my walks, I am well aguih, Madame dc 
Chaulnes, madaroe de Murii^is* madame FbWhO, aatd 
a very fine girl from Nantesi> came here iast Thui^ay: 
madame de Chaulne® told me, as. she cme into my 
room, that she could exist ho longer w^tliOttt|%ceih& tne; 
that she had the w eight of all Britany upbn Her shou - 
ders, and should die with fatigue. She then flung hcr- 
, self upon my bed 5 we sat round her, and she was fast 
asleep in a minute, from mere fatigue, though we con¬ 
tinued talking; at last she awoke, highly charmed with 
the ease and freedom we enjoy at the Rocks. We then 
took a walk: afterwards she and I sat down to rest our¬ 
selves in the centre of the wood, and while the rest were 
diverting themsekres at wall. I made her tell ipe .how 
she came to marry M. de Chaulnes; for.l always lovr 
to fish out something by way of ankuselUent; but in 
the midst of our entertainment thtj* came on Bust so 
treacherous a shower, lil^- the onryM may remember 
at Livri, that we were nearly,drow^vOd:. the vvatcr ran 
frpm our clothes in streams ; it came, through the trees 
in ,a moment, and Wf^ wera instantly wet U the skin. 
We ran as fast as we, could, some screaming^ others 
sliding. Other falling; at last we got in, a roaring fire 
ivus made, we changed our dross from bead to foot, I 
furnishing the whole wanirobe; wc dried our shoes, 
tnd were ready to die with laughing all the while. In 
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this manner yf^ Britany in 

her own goviferlinmnt*^ After thli;we had. a 

past, atui ihen the lelk'^us, jdnyre vexed,. 1 

dare say, atvt^ part play w 

home^ thikii at the aihr^ she h^ recmsi^'®h^ 


made me promise to relate . this-advenial, to. ydu^ vafdd 
to come and assist het to-morrow^ Id /eateri^fi^t^'^the 
States-which wiU break up in aboat a week 7 1 
to do both; of the ope I how acquit myself, andi.hl^ th$ 
other I shall acquit myself ^-oiorrow, as I caimo^ help 
shqvvtng her this civility. ' 
hladame de la Fayette wrU hare told you, how de 
la Roetmhiucault has made his son (the prince de Mar- 
sillac) a dake, and in what manner the king gave him 
a new pension. Is not the way in which it was done 
worth all the rest? We used sometimes to laugh at 
such disconrse, so common with courtiers. You have 
tl»e prince Adbeniar with you now; tell him that I re- 
eeivesd his last letter; and embrace him for me. 'You 
have, if I reckon right, five or six Origiians: it must 
be a great happiness, for yoa say they are al| agreeable 
and sociable; were it,otherwise, it would be the tor¬ 
ment of your life. , I hear that the are at Sully, 

and that my ?iunt la^goingllo taks ^enf^hoiuc 

with her: her nujr^e be very sorry; h'Jt what 
cifti be done ? Th^N.s a of necessity ; but it would 
be a mucli harder to remain in Frotence for your 
salary, when yop wfH see your neighbour, madame dc 
Sennetef^^ set Ot^ for Paril. . 1 ' should hope, my dear 
child, yon have suflicient l^ve fbf me not to p]e.y hie 
the same trick when X cOme to, see you next year. I 
could \\ish, that between this'and that, you did more 
almost than is possible in your doriiestic management. 
I think of, and torment ni^^self very much about, them. 


1 
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I nmst tliculo'e lake you away to my own house^ 
wbicii is vours. 

V 

Jionsicur de Qhesieiea is here; bo found all my trees 
finely grown, which surprised him gieatly, having seen 
them a little while ago no h^her than rkr/as M. do 
Montbaaon used to say of his chiWtcn. I am very glad 
that poor Giignau's disorder was of so shoit duration; 
I embrace him, and wish him all liralth and happiness, 
as well as his hitler half, whom I love moic than my¬ 
self; at least 1 (tel it a thousand times more. Our 
abbe is vtry muili jours. La Mousse waits for the 
letter you are composing. 


LETl'ER rXXl\ 

,0 ’IHF ‘‘AME, 

\ itii', W ( • Aitpisl 2h, U; 1, 

III n ui'ii'n de Cliauinci*? tWt 

In thf first placi, I am disind to nnke joo a thoii'^ind 
protestaiiODS of fiinKl'ilnp, love, ind esteem. Aftn '>*1 
I'Jppj a beginning, jou will doublkss look foi a vtiy 
Jigiceable letter; but Pniuth (ear you will W disap¬ 
pointed ; for in truth I have nothing to send you. ll 1 
were to enteitain you with my own thoughts, I glioull 
talk of nothing but yon, and you ire too near the suh- 
icct to render it agreeable. I came here last Sunday 
lather late ni the evening: mons. de Chaulnes, by way 
of jest, sent his guards after me, with a note to let mo 
know, that! was wanted orwhis in josty’s shvice, -nid 
that madame do Chaulnes would expect me to supj n ; 
acxordingly I went, and found a gieat r.i iii\ new iaces; 
so much the worse. Monday mons d’llauonis gave a 
dtiuiii to and invdamc de Ohauliu®, and all tl'** 
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principal magistrates and coinipis^iQ^^« > th^V 

and the abbe came to us, ^fili^nce of $i 9 eitig 
repairs I wanted to. have, done 1^-iny Tiowc# 
though he never loolc^ 

ejitertainmonts 1 cter sasvi out tiear what a i^is^tiine 
we had. A« we were getting, into the coacjh to go ther^' 
inons. de Chaulnes was 1)ftken witK a shi^^g end 
iiig; ^itwas.an attahk of fever* Madaidi^lie'€hauln^ ' 
in great afniction staid at home with him ; and nmdamo < 
de Murtnais and myself supplied their places. Moit* 
sieur d’Harrottis was very much disconcoried'; every 
bully was dull, and nothittg thought of but this 
unlucky accident. In the evening the fever qpitted 
him ; but I, believe he has it again, and that it is an 
agtic. Hdiv suddenly disorders seize us! pray take earn 
of 3^our$e1f> If you were in any other situation, I should 
desire you to walk j. but not a word of that now. 1 am 
persuaded that the greater part of our complaints arise 
from want of exercise. Pohienars sends you ten thou- 
sand compliments. He s^ys^ #at the other day, at 
Rcniies, a woman, who had heard of a 7 /^ccl^a noche, and 


who had be;;ti paying a ipaornifig visit, said, that she 
was Just come from a mec/i'a narhe witk the ^rst presi- 
dent's lady. Does not this gtve you a good idea of a 
fool desirous of assuming airs of fas^oti ? This is all 1 
b{^illl say to,you from hei^ce. Perhaps I pay find some¬ 
thing to add before I mph up my pSOiet. 1 want to 
tcir yott^of a Ji^ll we iiad last night, which, settilcig 
aside Ike gra^ pi^s we haye seen, was as pretty a 
thing as cootd be. SeviMfal l^au^ of Lower Britany 
blazed away there; and among the rest mademoiselle 
dffe L*** *, who is a'very fine girl, and dances ex¬ 
tremely well. She had an admirer with her, whom it 
is said she is engaged to marry : he stood behind her. 
But monsieur de Rohan, who for some time has thought 
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h&ttdso^e, htifig 9t her ear in so strange ^ manner^ 
aiMl she at e>(.iy iip«s rvmnng hei nose itt bis fate 
t«> hinn agan^ (hat quitted his station 

The yoimg kidy di4 npt scecrit utllie least ailcctcd w ith 
It. The fitother gi\e Her someavink^; Hut i nas to no 
jparpose: tm shorty she seeitied mad al'ei i title, which 
ttfIMed us snUnite drsetsion But is it possible that 
M. de Qfigmun ^euld lefnse me the pkasme of seeing 
you dance for a kw moments onh ? What' mgst I 
neser again »cc the dance* the graceful air, that used to 
find its way *o directly to my heait > I see it here in¬ 
deed m piecemeal; but I want to sec the whole atonci. 

1 am ready to dio sometin^s, ioi want of giving vent o 
my tears, at a b*H that remrndb me ot ^ou : and sonr - 
times I actually enjoy my tea^s unobsened. Ihcic 
are some airs and dances that almost alwa;)S produce 
that cfi'cct on me My little Loaiacia has always a 
charming an , but last night I thou^i t he was ladici 
inobtiatcd. We i*ny say thii» where we Arc, without 
giving oiknee to 'Al^y die'. 

Ll.TTEil eXXX. 

JO Tim SAM)^. 

^ The Racks, bunday, ao, ar>7/. 

It is now, my i^car ch))fl» hevoud all doubt, that 1 
lose one of you 1 letteis cirery week, or ot cvetv’ 
other week, tor, if I Have but oti!^ ym niu'-t be six 
days without wriimglo idle, which I am soie is not the 
case, and that I ou^ht to luwe received an exeelU nt one 
by this day’s post, I have only uccived the one vou 
wiote when jou were o\erwhelmed with }our Pio\cn- 
9 als, I am veiy much \e\ed at thisc blunders. If 
you kept an account of your date^ you would easily 
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1 luvp to b<*giri Ysff ^tl^«ci!itti> ^e«%ine 

subject» a fi le'beginning, ,Ati4 a very agreea^^ oi^tt 
liat now alwuft yaair bn^Uh 4 g»^ii Hty ^ om^ I^ockI* tt 
"'not; 1 am gta^ of it upon one acje^ulit> end 

Mjifv foi It Uj»on uftoiber, vvhicb la, that (iiaim la lesii 
tdiel loi \oui dt^idor> f<^> 4i^ Mte ui^A^toiki. thi*!, 

\ )u can 011 *^ retltare the likonvemenaa by changing 
pi ices n ith tlie fog^, and haamg that yovtt litad 
whM^i now rolls beneath yom feet *, but I cannot welf 
<ice how tills IS to ha done* I knoi# one pcmr^i , 
boweler, which I hop^wtlt be of m rticc to \oh whf n I 
conn to Piovcnce. It h a gteat pity that youi fine 
complexion cannot hear the afr of Proitiuc. The air 
of Nantes, winch is impiegnated ^-lightly with the sea 
air, used foimeily lo dtsti'oy mine. Bat, iny dear thdd, 
the air of the Isle of 1 lanco la the bt l: that of Vure 
kills eveij one. The nigbt-dcws m oui paiU q ute do* 
atioy me t I tl^t used, j on knos\, neve i to be afit cted 
by those at JUvii** M. do d)haulne6 is mu^h better: 
they will all tifke then depailure wrtbin avtetk: the 
company has been gbcid and agfseeabic ; but the} will 
1 c henmlv gUdto separate. I came here on bruhy, 
just to lii¥c A at my abbd> La Mousse, and my 
woods. To-day I tsxpec t M, de Bdnnes, and three o*ber 
-bishops, dinner^ I shall give dbep^^ a piece of salt 
beef. Afitdr dmacr asadhine de Cbawcs wtU take fne 
b 4 A m her ^adt fee VitiSt, to take leave of their wor¬ 
ship moAfi de^Bootherit, the chief president, and'^a 
whole ceachfuf of magi^lracyi are to come likewise. 
As they will take me along with them, and I shall ha\e 
m) time to seal my letters, 1 do it this morning. The 
coiitiact oui prosincc has made w iih the king, was sign* 


* On account rf the cittaicd attuanon of the tas.lc of Gtigpsn. 
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rd Fnday : but we previously ga^c road, do Chaul- 
«C8 two thousand louis d*or, besides several otiier pre¬ 
sents ; not that we aic very rich here, hot \\(‘ have^cou- 
rage: we are very obliging, and belvieen twelve and 
one at noon wc can never refuse any thing to our incnds. 
That is the lucky minute : the efOuvia of youi orange 
groves do not produce such fine cdects. 1 do not know 
how your health is at present; but it is drank licic 
every day by upwards of a hundred gentlemen who 
never saw you in theii li\es and in all probability never 
will. It is not those who have realiv seen you that 
diink your healtii with the greatest cuthusiasm. Lavar« 
dm and des Chapellcs have filled up some /I'ffffs nw's I 
gave them ; they are very pietiy, and I will send them 
to you. You will also be pleased to hcai, that M<. de 
Bruquenvert danced a very good jig with mademoiselle 
de Kerikinili: these arc things you ought not to be 
iiorant of. I desire you will not for ihe future attack 
roe on the head of names : you see 1 am quite at liome 
in them. Provincial splendor appears here in all its 
glory ; but M. dc Griguaii’i. post was the other day ad¬ 
mired and envied by every one^ for being destitute of 
this parade : to be alone, delights M. de JMolac, who is 
oppressed by the presence of M. de jLavardm, M. de 
Lavardin by that of M. de Chaulnts, and the king’s 
lieutenants by the^lieutenants-gencral. While the lage 
for making presents prevailed, we had a great desire to 
propose to the States to pa*si. a fiee gift of IO,CCO ciowns 
to M. and madame de Grignan: M. de Chaulnes main¬ 
tained that they would listen to thd proposal; others, 
that they w'ould actually make the present: at least, 
we all agreed to have it buzaed about, to make a few of 
the Low' Bretons murmur, then to soften them down at 
table, and make them promise to ptopose it. Hut what 
do you say of M. dc Coulangcs* paying you a visit? 
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riiarming fcUow; how liappjit he U! I fancy, wy 
clear, you will be glatl to see hini skipping aboot your 
castle; his gaiety will cominuiiicaU' itself to you: he 
.'.nr you bow kan4sotne your daughter ^ro^s. 
What I most dcsiro, and what alone will satisfy me, is, 
til u you may continue well, and that for niy saJse you 
will continue careful of your health.^ 

The philosophic and trancjuil situation pf your mind, 
in my opinion, sets you more above the fogs and thick 
vapours, than the castle of Grignan does: you have 
ill reality iIjc clouds under your feet, and appear mount¬ 
ed in the middle region: and you will neicr hinder me 
from believing that the fine appellations, which you say 
yuu give to natural qualities, are not the effect of your 
own reason and the strength pf your understanding. 
God grant you may continue in this just way of think¬ 
ing ; it will be very useful to you: but you should keep 
yourself in action too, that your philosophy may not 
turn to indolenciCf; and that you may oticc more be en¬ 
abled to revisit a country where the clouds will be over 
your head. Metbinks 1 see you wrapt up in all the in* 
dolence which arises from supposed impossibilities: do 
not, however, indulge in this, farther than is absolutely 
necessary for your repose; and not so as to depriyo 
S^ou of action and courage. I sincerely pity you in be¬ 
ing confined so much to the society of womeii; you 
k/iow how I bate f hrm; and yet your statues of men on 
pedestals are vei^* tireaomi'; you will make me prefer 
the dAilleries and amusements of pur Bretons to the per¬ 
fumed indolence pf your Ibovenpals. But where are 
^ the sprightly wits, tiie lively geniuses, the hot-headed 
sparks, >vhose imaginations take fire by being so near 
the sun ? iSurely you must have some fools, and from 
these you might find one at least that would amuse you: 
but Piovenco, and its Provencals too, are beyond, my 
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: Ikh, lio# much bctteV^o I uiKlcf^tand 

my own II 1 wei? to Qlime all that <;<nd 

thtir complinK^nts to you, a volume should i-curuly ^luf- 
fite: M. #ttd madame de Cbi^ulnr**, |)J. de La'^.w^u.* 
the cmiat das^ Chs^peHes, Tofiqv«4fic, the ehhe' de Mon- 
ligul, liid bishop pf d'H u'rouis, Fouith'^ t'lie- 

sieies, &c. hot to picuHon my abbtS vlio 1 ms not yet 
reeetveil yom* Iftii Icltet; tmd ou^ \tho is 

still itj e.\[ cctatioii of the one you ai*e c aiptniiig. 
for me, n‘y dear child, not to u^tke two bu- tu sses of 
one, I dcsiic you will embrace all your auuvlde Gngnan« 
at onec for me. 1 have seen sleeves like thv)«e of your 
chevalier. Ah' \^h4t a chaimiug figuie they make 
dancing m a mi ss of sptip, or sweeping over a salad bowl 1 
Farewell* my lovely, and infinitely dear child t I tilwll 
say nothing of thu k>vc X iiavc for you, for 1 intre nouo 
at all. 


LETTip C$3lXI. 

rofatswB, 

■* 

Vitr^, Q, i$7t» 

ftcaE is n letter tbit leomes to diffttly horn Pan’'*, 
Without passiiig tbfo$igb the hand^ of du Boh» *; and, 
what IS more, acoordmg to ilio date, t i-eOeiVed it just 
live days after W ntteo, so it js ihogothcr a 
miracnlovts one, THevel^ no need of a mi&clOto ren¬ 
der your leiton dear Iffloae. The rpmemVanoe you 
IS not to he banished by any eoAbideradiw; but itself 
banidbes ail otbcis. Our Statee and daiKe, 

atul diHiki as long a? they yd^r dear idea luak*'^ * 

its way thioagb all, and fixes itsejil in mj bcait, on it&i 

ft 

• Tlie post n^a«< r with the caraof V\ g »% Ictun, 

iS scud thci'i ihc spcecHut uay to ffiiuuy 
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proper 111 I one. Tbtre lias been altiltn grufSi^llag^ere^ 
but »t li subsiding, and i hope m days It " 

u 111 be at an end; I wlih it earnestly, not go 

a .u-Mioie to tilt Lincka; the tvay ttuiie k now too well 
knann: Sunday thtro were no less than 6ve eoecheso 
1 longto rotoin to betoti^oolitud^i whieU 
ha-> been very much admired Cotufa^urg is not be 
compared tq it. Bnt yon must not think our hd^ae$ tii 
]*iitany are like Grignati; there is a wide diilhrence be-, 
tween them. As to maii&.ieoT Lotnai ia, witimut min¬ 
cing the matter, h® h is all the Oir of a Merouiy, in his 
dineing, his bow, his manner of pulling oU and putting 
on his hat, hisfigutc, hts face; m short, the fellow is 
quite captivating. lUe Murtnet^ bt'aiity would have 
hi 01 with all her heart; but he has not the same inclin* 
ation for her> The couitt des Chapalles is charmed \s ith 
what you say of him in my lelteiv Pomensurs sends you 
worti, that he h now bolder tha^ ever, for he is sure be 
shall never be US he has estaped so long. The 

abbd comes and dines Wllh Oittomrtimes, and La Moitese 


with him* who does Aol seem at all embarrassed^ I 
have set Kioi upon such a good footing with M. hod 
madaino de Cliatd(t€8> M. Boiiehcrat, and the bishop of 
Lc«m, that he is momved by them all just like myself. 


He talks about the minute particulars i^qth tlie bishops 
who is os violent a Captesian aa kmiselC and ^st, la the 
same bieath, they maintam tlie faculty of thinking m 
*brutes*; th^se.aremy gentlamaids notions, and he 
gueS very learnedly open theof^ he is a« far gone in ddi 


* It if veil kiiaefl^rhat l«og disputes tlie ^undent, »h< tb«r hnmw 
luive a foul, cxeued, sbei ffast Defcarti n iiudaratued that they si» mete 
micUiiR<= It IB Kill fcntMrn‘*to(!i, that h^pocHWf ful HI uivotve 

ifligtou 111 this philosAphicel prohkin. To aMow a soul to hint^ Was 
itotliing moie o Ics^ than atkeistn . yet the very persons atxusfd 
1 )( scartes of bang «u adtdft, iw Uoubt, upoti equally gouvl kmiidatioas. 



2y(i •' J ’ letters of 

phit)bt^y fis a man can vsell be, imd the ]>ri!iro has 
likewise gilren into bis opinion. The irMIscussions enter* 
tain me higbljr* I bear that oor dear little one is very 
pretty j she will amuse me very much at honj^ 
winter. Farewell, my dearest child! I embrace you; 
but what will be tlH’joy of 1115’ licait, nhen I he-, once 
more the sound of your voiced I Matter myself that 
clay will come, as well as sc many others that arc not 
niched for, 

« 


LirrTEU cxxxii. 

10 I lie SAMC. 

VUf^i Siindiiy, 8«pt. A, iflyi. 

my dear child, what can be the reasoh of so 
many fin s in your neighbourhood, that put you in con« 
tinual alarm? To tell yon the truth, I fear it will be of 
serious consequence to you; remember what happened 
to you once, from the fright of seeing the cbevaber on 
horseback. I hope, at least, it will be a caution to j^ou 
to sfc that your people take great care that no .u i ident 
of file happen:! in your own house. 1 conjure Dcville, 
by all the vdlection he beais you, to be inoie ciii vnnspect 
than e\cr. So you think a cold is of no consequence to 
jou m your present situation! you may take my woul 
for it, that it i.%.and that you may not peihaps c;et iid^ 
of it tdl you, lie in. Above all things, be prudent and 
careful cf yourself in the st.\enth month of your pVeg< 
nancy^ girls me l^zy, and do not often coipe till their 
full time; hoys are on tin* alert, and sometimes step into 
the world a mouth or two sooner. I^cmember ’wliat I 
say to )ou ; inadame du Pui dii Fou heiself co*dd not 
have g»\i.n Vou better advice. After tlrs inatronlv les- 
1^011, I '^hall nuke \ou a thousand oom}diuteuts fiom d*. 

'ti 
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rikosicic*?. You have irecoltekHed very op^Vtunily M. 
<Je Gt i^naTi’s verse j you iviU base seeifliy a former Ict- 
tn*, iliat I am faj IVoito being uniamdfni of the lime. 
' I have a whole tribe of the Crignans with yon; but 
tli(\^are nil such agreeable people* that 1 am rejoiced 
liieir company. I am sut^ii^eJ to hear tha 
yun hau>M, (3e Cbate* \sith \ou. It ceilain that I 
spent three days \v\%h him at igni* and thought him 
a vtiiy good kind of a man; J thought 1 saw some faint^ 
resemblame in him (»f a certain person, which did not 
make me like him ih( less. If he tells you what hap* 
pened to me at Savigm, it will be, that I lost leather in 
st.ig hunting \Mth niadame ih Sulli, now niadame do 
\ei.icuil. Von think yon l<ll me nothing, uben you 
«ay you love tho^e who talk (>l me to you : it is so very 
natiiial n pioof of your allec'ion, that I thank ]yQu for 
ii, ami ( mbrace you with all my heart. There arc also 
ceitam m.nks of aversion v\ liich carry death with them : 

1 am too uell lead on this subject; but 1 must own that 
I have paid ileaily for my experience. What think you 
of 3 Iai‘*ii!aeks ht mg cicatt d a duke ? I greatly appros'e 
of wli it iio fiithei has dom; it was the only way to 
make him enjoy the dignity without extreme grief; 
how uould tiic honour have been embittered, if the loss 
of such a father bad iieen the price of it! 1 think 
Voo, the very niime of M. Rochefoucautt, added to its 
^Tinnt, tallies with it a dignity far superior to tiie title 
‘^fe haj> bestowed^. I^a Mhrans would liave gone to livri 
the other day vlith madame de la Fayette, but they sent 
her back without any farther ceremony. She told them 

« 

* 1 liu was tlic Clermont 4s Chate, wbrni letters wrinen in the smj* 
iitid intcrccptc<l, first mftde tho king ac<)uaintSd Mtib tbe cirounurtaqce 
ol bU intnutK! ntib the pnzie«ss of Cotrti, and even that he saciifieed 
i cr to die ngdy but artttil mademoiseUe Cbmn, who had so fiir captl* 

• d’td (be dji^pbin^ that he wea on dw point of marrjfhig her. 

o S 
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the ptK^ice bwJ been at hir house fof t^wliolc day; but 
nobody attendef tu \*hdt ‘ihe 9»i4> What a raotufica- 
tion mhst that iiare beau to a ^QlUh boasting woman! 
When I come towduH th« aoncluaion of rny 
will tell you sometbmg about the btatcs, and my Ijai/py 
return to the Rot ks. • 

* The best company must part/* i^aitl Ivl, t o Chaul- 
nes, on dtsnnssing the States. The assembly broke up 
4ibout midniglit. I w an pi^seiit w ith madame dc Ciuul- 
nes apt! other Udiea It wa^ si\eiv fine, very grande 
andh very m igmftcent asstnibly. INI . de Ch mines spoke 
to erei^ body witb ^itsl dignity, and cscpiessed him¬ 
self extremely well. Altci d nnci \^c all go which way 
wc please. I am rt jo ced at the idea of getting back to 
my Rotks. I lu\c had an oppoitunity of obliging se- 
veial pei^ons; have niadt a deputy and a pensionary: 
hare spoken for several unhappy wretches, but not a 
word for mystlf; fw I cm ad\ without a icason, I 
mu<st tell you of a droll of mine: you know 

how apt 1 am to make b'undeis. 1 was at M. do Chaul- 
nes* the other day, ind tctoie dinnei J siwamaii stand«> 
irtg at the fnthei end < f tl • room, whOni I look for the 
9Hmtre d'hotel} upon which I went up to him, and said, 

** My good Mf, do lei ns ha\e dinner; it lii almo'.t one 
o'cloik, and I am almost like to die with hunger.*’ 

" Midam/* says he, looking rery giarely at me, « 
should think myself e\tiemely happy to offer you a din¬ 
ner It m\ house my name w Picaudictc; 1 reside only 
two leagues frt la LanderiiaO.** My dear chiM, v\as 
a gentleman of Lower Bntany all the whik; y^ou will 
guess how fooh h I looked on the discovery. I cannot 
help laughing while I wwte it. M. de Ohaulnes sends * 
you a coinpositkiii which 2 believe to be one of Pdts- 
son*B: some sav j<t Despreaux'jk Let me know what 
y ou think o^ it: ha my <^phuoa h is a fiaisjbcd piece: 
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fcmI It uieh A(tcnlmn« ttq4 y<ot|B WfU Und It'fullnof wit. 

1 nm ihnl^f 4 ^fi v^iih a tJiutJ^nndl loinembramtis and codf-' 
for you. Obp btite* have gtanted 100,000 
f MW 114 *11 presents 20C^ pistofcs to M. de Lavanlin* 
tli^s \m(, sum to M* cW Motag, ti^ |loucheral» to tlie iiist 
to the hiutenants, &c. 2000 croWns to 
the roi>->t de'. Chopelies, thc%«nie to young Coctlogon, 
ami, 111 ^hort> have been rnumficence itstlf, Heie is a 
province lor yon! 

jMadnnu do la Fayette is at jhuiu fiom wbetice ^e 
mt the mo'.t entertaining letters imaginable, noU 
M ithat ludtnq all lur atiuients; de la Kochefoufiault 
Ins wiittca to me too: they both tell me they wish I 
vv(ie with thf niy but it i'> 1 that truly wish to see yoa 
theie, this hojic is the suppoit of mj life. I have cal¬ 
culated that >ou w'll hui>li the tiaiiolaiton of Pctraich 
•» 

in about filty ycais, .illowtng you to do a sonnet a 
month. It IS a work hi^iilv woiihy of jou, and will 
not 1)1 a crude pnformann. Adiru, n y dcart«>t child : 

' am going b. tk to my Rocks, tio Qvcijoyed to leave 
tins place, tint 1 am almost ashamed o( bong so easy 
m )|OU! ab«‘ince. I am alvv tenij ted to burn my let¬ 
ters uluri 1 lead tticm over, and see what tiiilmg stuff 
1 wnu to you- tell me truly, do they not exhaust your 
patience? I could \iiy well slioittn thi-m without di- 
ininuilimg the least pat tide of my affection. » 


LETFER CXXXIII. 

TO rilE SAMf. 

The Rocki, Wednesday, S^|)t* 9 , 1671. 
At length 1 am quile settled^ quite calm, and quite 
content, la my solitude. 1 b^fQ^csaslonally % rqfaaiits 



soo 




of the^tabes here. leiiiv^rd'm* stuys bchiud at 

“'Vltre to nirtko his entry ^lo Hc‘Qu<^. lie has been chief 
governor since the ueparluro of M. do Chaulties, by 
whose presence he ]S430 longer^oppressed j so that 
pets, kcttleM-drums, aa4guards, are all drawn gut. 
came in this style to pay me a visit^ with 4 reli}‘'.'je.A+ 
twenty gentlemen: the h’hole togctlier looker’'ll he a 
lutlo army. Among them were the lx>martas, the 
Coeilogons, the abbes do Feaqaieres, and several that 
have no less an opinion of themselves than the rest. 
We walked ; had a slij^t collation; and the count des 
Chapelles, whcah.I brought with, fate from Vitre, assist- 
me in doing the honours of the Itousc. I}e is still 
and looks as if hi had a great inclination to let 
ybu know himself how much we talk of you, and how 
every thing rccals you to our remembrance. We ex¬ 
perience more than ever, that the heart is the seat of 
memu^ J for when it does not come from that quarter, 
W'e have no more heart than so many hares. We have 
fountl a,iiule place in the wood, where, among several 
other pretty things which you had written, ^we saw' this, 
** Gods, how I love tigerismf !^' This is the profession of 
wits! But we wish to know whether this virtue of yours 
does not lie dormant for want of practice; for we do not 
well see on v^ hom you can exercise your taste, and have 
therefore some hope that you will soon lose it. 


FAOM MONSIEUR DES CHaPELt^IS. 

n * 

* I • 

It would be soraelKing extraordinary, madam, if you 


• licmten^t'gencral of the govenanent of’ Upper atid Lower 
Britany. ' 

f JTtev^ la figrme^* 'Ihia U a word of mad. de GrignaA’ 

vtA figmiw iftalifte 



SEVIGfji. * • 40t 

vr ' 

should find less this vtoe wlirre 570 U 

Sire, than.wlieii yoo ytmte this fine senliinent. 1 
member I wtisthen palelind dying, and you were charm- 
ir>g and iiappy; consQ^untjitly you could have no reason 
tiA^mufe your^f with this v\(s^sv I would rather re** 
df aiioth^ device which I'found near the fur- ? 
was wriften nearly*at the same timei Me^th 
morir in jxreiem^d quff viver ^m&tnza** This plejijses 
so much, thsd I believe I shall realise, the maxima and 
not quit the Rocks a second thne without dyin'|f with 
regret. , Rut, methfnks, if oneinust die* it-w'ould hav^ 
been belter to have died at first fdr, ipl'ely and chairin* 
iiig as you arc, no one has yet died in honour of youj;^ 
anfl If I had had the wit to hav% done it then, both our 
names might have been renderedjillusuious. But yon 
knovy^ madam, what is not done at one time, inay.be , 
done at another; and 1 .am of opinion, that provided yve 
can divest odr marchioness of the pait she pretends, to 
have in it, it would be more extraordinary to die upon 
this latter occasionj for tlien 11 might truly be said, 
that tiiu memory is in the heart, or the heart is in the 
menaory. Take your choice: Uiougli I greatly fear 
you experience the one nor the oilier for me, 

smcc you will nut tkkc the pains of giving-me an an* 
.swer. I am more afflicted, tioweveri than offended; for 
• I shpohl liave taken infinite pleasure in pnee mere be- 
^ holding a hand-writing for whicii I have still so great a 
»*^aste, though U was never yet employed in showing 
the ieast mark of friendship or regard fqr me. But 
w'hat am i doing? Reproaches made to a tigress are 
like pearls beforo swine. M. de Lavardin has just ho¬ 
noured the Rocks with his presence, accompanied with 
many of the npbility: he was received with the great- 

* It is belter to die in the prejciice of those wc love* then to live 
Absent iron) them. 
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. Mt polifenoss iniaginabte« and tm exceHciii and elegant 
coUailoH WAS peeparcd for him iit the vr6od ; afttr 
%Ahich we saw lum surrounrltd by his guards* So ends 
the h stotVj and so ends my letter: may l**'^*' been 
agree.ii)te to you! i can lot <>et rid of the <]uil yffid 
nKhiochuiy humour I hiue been thrown into .v ’.w. 
remembrance of having so often «et'n jou in ms \eiy 
fAace. 


rnOM MADA-ME D£ 

I HAVE taken the pen from him, tor he would never 
have done: he vras so lost in the affecting remembrance 
of having sem yon here, that M. Lavaul n found us 
both mchnicholy. This gwe ns a culpable appearatu e, 
and made us look as it w« were tiled of oiii cornpan} ; 
and so indeed wcweie, iur wi hod business m Piostnce 
when they came in: o, inoie pioperly speaking, out 
business was lure; for w is tiu iLnnmbiancc ot hav¬ 
ing seen you here, that nia<1e us regrit w( couUl see you 
no longer. I'or rpj pait, 1 tanini Kconcile in}sill to 
have mv duightei taken nua\ fiotn me b\ fiice, and 
earned tv^ such n distance; and 1 believe I should sink 
Tinder the idea, Wcmu it not toi the regard 1 have tor M. 
de (trigrian, and ail the Oiignan^, and, I may add, my 
persuasion of then ten lerness for }on. 


L1.TT1 ii CXXXlV -' 

ro li,L Cl ME. 

T’t Svndiy, ^cpt. 3 3, 167 !. 

The fright, which has obliged }eu to keep your bed, 
has alatined me more, my dear child, than you. 1 am 
persuadea that nothing can be more injurious to y ou 



nt jiIvion'. 


m 

than 4heai* tjipKtioni. they were the sole r \u5e €f yont ^ 
fni*»fortune ^ I i\ii * , and it it was the san • chcvalief 
upon the same iiorsis that occesiomd them, he sItouUl 
Feenee his death ftom no otlier hmu than mme In*- 
dtev^ \<^oiigh1fto Infe sen^ me uoi 1 occasioned > 
Tl'n*^ ^ht. toBifder, I m is^t rnw h\c a whole vreek t 
without iJiotvmcj whit jou oi ^ht to have informed mf, 
of, Oai coidtioi has written me some wondeilul 
things , but I am not at present m t huntonr to answtis 
them ^Iv light ham) is more a)|ect«id by the pani of 
my mind, than b) tin gout in iliy left haiAl, aotwnh^ 
standing tl e < leai nul dt monstWitiVc manner in which 
he €\plmis to* me the rclaiiott there is lx.tween tficth* 

I w IS dtno t tempted# aftei all his leasonin^, to m ike 
him the sinie leply as the doctoi in Mohere*" Mtd(n]$ 
mal^ic Ilf? dors to a person, Who was talking inui h ui the 
sinM sti un lhatis the pieci«e reason of )<iu daughi 
Ur’s U Mg dumb/' I saw this comedy vf ly well plajr- 
cd by a company of attollers the othci du al Vitrt ; 
e\eiy one Was leady to die with bnghin" Ycmi re¬ 
in iik in Li Murmette is extremelyju t. she i» of an 
amiable ii position, and hei bU nt diy m\ mr is tciu- 
pereil with mkIi excellent sciititm nls, ihit it it impossi¬ 
ble It siiouid displbx c 1 iin going tU send } c in letters 
toUxirouis and the count dts ("hapellt?, to liianles: 

• the htter of these lives only in ilie hopes of if; as to 
.d’fldiiouis t, yon must know he had uigiged to the 
to pay i^huiit^red fianca more i nn he bad in his 
hands, bi^t^did no| shink it i thing woitn speaking of. 
One of fns fiiends found it out, and every ci^atare was 
111 irms tril he had j^isttce (hltto him ; he it adc^ied by 
1 V' ly one, and not wflbout reason* Chio morpfrrg oiMl’, 
Sutes give piesetits to the amontit of lOO^bQO 

* A miMSmage iftidii is mentioned m Lptt* r ]16« 

t He uesMlrer to the it«te$ of Bntany 
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^ Upon uhicli a grni;l€nia*n of JLovvcr Britany humoronaly 
s*ai(l to me» that he fancied they were going to die soon, 
by making their vvill<;, and diaposing of effects in 
this manner. I wish to God they weYO as liberal in 
propurtioh in Provence. I likb oui Brefiotss rou<:h ; tt?ey 
smetl a little .of wine indeed, -but your orangd 
^ntry have not half surh honest hearts. I nfiist here 
except one, two, three, brnr, live, six, of your Grignaris, 
.whom I love, esteem, and honour, each according to his 
particular rank and dignity. You have fruits there 
which I devour in imagination ; 1 hope to eat some of 
them next yt’atf if i live so long. What happiness, my 
desirest child ! crit(;;.l as 'linio has been to me in many 
-respects, 1 cannot but love him, whei^ l think on the 
blessings he is every day heaping on me. Preserve 
,your health, ytiur beauty, and your allection, that my 
j^y may be complete, flow delighted M. d’Andilli 
must be to see M. de Pomponne become minister and 
secretary of state *! Indeed the king merits great ap- 
p1au.se for having made so excellent a choice ; he was 
in Sweden when his majesty thought of him, and gave 
him the po.st which was M. de Lionne^ and at the 
same time made him a presciit of a sum sufficient to de¬ 
fray the expensea^ attending the entranpfk^nto his new 
olBce. What great things will he not do in this place, 
and wbht a Satisfaction will it not be to all his friends! 
You know how m\|e^ I am interested in him ; and I do _ 
not know whether I may not be tempted to write an* 
ode on the occastoh iaf,prawe of hmmnje^y.. Would 
not a word or two of congratulatioli" to ,the ^ther and 

* M, de Pomponne was f antidor, i^J^we^en. at the he was 
made serrc^iyof state for fuiLi^ atTah|. lost his place in ifi/Q, 
but thti esteem of the puUii<*, und even of hihg, ettll followed him. 

He j.:avo offence by sojneilmes pitltnic^ to h^ia^. Ills great¬ 

est crUne was his liavcd of Lctnoit cad the 
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com€ extremely well from yott, who ajrc s(f much 
ht loved hy the ftamily ? Bqt, my dear, you must taxe 
tare of yourscU^ lest this fnght should have done any 
injurj’. I think you are now m your seventh month. 

I tiembly for yOh, and the more as it is a boy; at leasts 
^ave promised me it shall be*{ do not now by 
y our iK’jTiigencc let it turn to a girl. I own to you> 
that I shall open your packet on Friday with great iim* 
patience, and great emotion ; but my emotion is seldom^ 
nitcndtd AM'h any great consequence; a glass of water 
•sets all to rights again. You seem to have*a taste for 
jNicule. I do not know wheie to look for another book 
of morality to fortify your heart; and so must refer 
you to our it lends the ancients. 1 am told that M. de 
Condom has lately published one *, wherein he assures 
us, that provided we have a firm belief in the holy mys¬ 
teries, it IS sulFicient $ and condemns all the sophistries 
about the Lord's supper, which, he says, are the fruit¬ 
ful source of heresies. Notiiing they say can be bet¬ 
ter written. Tins is just the thing you want. 

La Mousse is already ptepaiing his answer to the 0ue 
piece you are composing. Surely you are laughing at 
me w lien y ou talk of my liberal presents: is it to make 
me ashamed of myself ? Alas, my dear, what trash in 
comparison of what 1 would bestow ! 1 am delighted at 
!FI. Pomponne when 1 reflect, that 1 may perlihps be 
^ble to serve you thiough him: but you want nothing 
"bfit M. de Gugq^n and yourself. However, wc coukF 
iu>t hft\e wished any one to have held the aituatipn> 
who is more tiuly our friend. M. dc CouUtiges, who 
is going to see you, will tell 3 ^.in what a handsome 
*niannc r the king confeircd tJiu nT" iif. 

* An expoddun of the catholic fslth. 
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10 THE 

* f^t Roil-t, W»dne8(*tiv, S jt u|l^J 
f'AM Wicked to cUy* luy chtld 1 am )nsl in the s in t 
tktimour as when yon U'-ed to sav# 1 ow rtrc iui.Ke * 1 dm 
Stry doll ami ^sptiitloHs* I have not hcud Iruin )on; 
** Oieat fiiendships 9rcne\Li it op'sc ** amtxviu It 
rams; ut ate quite aloiu : in slioit, I wejli >oa a pha- 
i»anlei div than I am likiJy to inte What greatly 
peiplexei the abb^. La Mons!»e^ and tlu re‘it ot inv 
party, is, Uiat there is no rtmedy iui the 1 want 

it to be Fiiday, that 1 may iuu< a letter ftom yot, 
and It 15 but Weduesilay. This pusaie^ t1 ein : th^y 
4o not know what to do for ma m this case; for 
tf# m the excess of their fncndalilp* they were to 
ttssttie me it was Friday, that would be still worse; 
for rf I had not a letter fiotn yon then, 1 should 
fost to all reason. 1 am obhged to have pa<* 
lifoitce; (hou^ patienGe> you know, is a virtue that 1 
Rot ffineb In the habit of practifing; but I shall be 
easy beiure thieO days have passed* 1 am very anxi* 
eua to know how \ou tie aftoi yotir id..rm Tbtse 
alarms foy u\cr»toti; foi though 1 an not wuU 
child myself, tiny nnvke me become so, that is, 
fhiatne in a goitdiMon that cnthcly de.ro^s rny hcalUi. 

niv udoo'* not at pKsent leich siO 
fariWi am pcuuaded you ha\e been prudent rnongh 
to keep }our b(.d, and that \mi 1 hate set all mattcis 
fight again I>o n >t till mr, that yon wdl nut kt oic 
know anything about )our health; tliat would make 
me desptiate, and harm.'no lungei any conhdinci. in 
W hat \ ou siy, I should be alw it» m the w \ 1 in > i 



•t |)i W<!$ ara, it iinJut at a fmc dittany 

iVom each other, and if cithcar of 98 had anything upon 
iniiid tluttro(|utred immadsate neitif, w« sUo^id hava 
ph nty of tune to hang OQis«dves tn. 

tUoii/it (t nac€*'»*\ry yt^terday to take a siaaH dose 
oi iiioi and I found myaoif a great deal i^e better 
ioi It; and :»tiU mote *>0 fui a hull ciitioitm ont|keB4- 
luiicc of Itaciiie, ^hitU I thought \eiy diverdn^ and; 
•Mgenious* It 1 '^ by the author ^ of the sylphs, gnontett 
aid <'d!aintndeis 'ItiLii are a fewvtords.vthich ere 
uot unite sso good as they should be, and even unbe<A 
( jiu'iig a man ifvho knows, the world; these grate thp 
lai, but, as they ocedr only hr re and there, they ought 
11 >t to {Mejudice us against the whole, which 1 assure 
you upon eaaminaiion 1 found a very wellavritten cri¬ 
tique. As i fteticied this trifle would here diverted you, 

I heartily wished 4 ot you by my sidcf m the closet, pro- 
^ided you could return again to your magnificent 
castle as soon aft had lead it; and yet I own | 
sliould have fell some pain in leithig you go so soon { 
know too well tint last pattuig cost me j it wmdd 
partake of the humouf 1 have just been complipnii^ of; 

I caimot think pf H ^voo now Withoirt shpddt^ing: hut 
you aie spfh froDi| inconrenience. 2 hope thfi 
Jer will £nd you eheeilul; if so, 1 beg you will bdrti 
ilircctfy^ fgi it would be veiy e^tiaordmary if it 

agreeable to ypUi'iCotisiderlng thOltorrid huiiKtOjr 
I wiite it irf'"*^is v«f/happy fhr lh9 <kii4|utur that 
do no? answer his letter to-day. 

1 ha\e a great locltnalion to a^U youaihouttnd c|aul^>! 
^lions by way of hiiishmi; riiw p^foimance worthily^ 
Uavo you many grkpes ? you tell me Only of figs, JI 9 ; 
the vstathcr veiy hut ? ytu* dp not say g word about ih' 


* Tilt dUbc V i]*a* , 4udiar of che C oa j* cli. C<J>34b. 



LETTERS or 


SOS 

Have you such charming cRttle as hare at Pfirjs ' 
Has your aunt fPflarcouit bcfn \^lth you long? You 
see that, having lo**t so many of yoai letters, I am cjuifc 
ignorant hoiv matters stand, and have entirely lost the 
thread of your discourse. Ah! how I long to beat 
somebody I and how ihoilIi I should be obbge'^'fo any 
Breton, iiiat would come and say something very sil)}, 
to put me in a passion I You told me the other day, that 
^ you were glad 1 w a% returned to my solitude, tliat I 
might think of you, Vciy [uclty that! as if I did not 
think sufliciently of you ui ever} other place. Fare^ 
well, ruy dear; this is the best patt of'niy letter. I fi¬ 
nish, because I think 1 talk foolishly i and 1 must pie- 
serve my credit. 


LETTER CXXXVL 

TO THE SAME. 

IHie Rocks, Sunday, Spfii 30, ifi7l. 

It was not without reason, my dear child, that}ou wcic 
concerned at llw illne*!^ of the poor chevahtr de liuous; 
it was of an extraordinary natuie. I took a fancy to 
him at Fari<t, and am theieforc the mote inclined to be¬ 
lieve the fine things you i>a\ of him. But what 1 think 
the most extraordinary, is his extieme ii'ar of death, 
llis situation, as you desciibc it to me, furnishes an ‘ 
mirablc subject for reflection. It is cefeJirt, that at Miat 
awful peiiofl we shall have much to iTpcnt: this will 
occasion us untasincss and despair: we shall then wUh 
oui-iilves iiv posseesion of the time which wo now wish 
to pass so rapidlj away ; and would wdlmtrly giie up 
ci<r\ tiling, for .1 single day that we now Ic-cwith 
itidiUeiem e. bnrii aie my meililaiions in the mall }oi) 
aie so well ac'pi tinted with. The Chr stiaii <(}stcm of 



1 f ' ■' ' 

S^VICKB. 

* 

iiiMMlity U an exceilt^ni reme«iy against all Just 
1 would have U truly Christian, otherwise it is chipty 
and uiij^ruiitahlc. I<a 'Mousse thinks I sotnettmcs rca* 
son pretty well on this snhject; but then a breath of 
air, 01 tli(^ dancing of a sun-beam* dissipates the reflac* 
*TR95ff •'falie night. We somepines talk of the opinion 
of Oiigen/and compare it w illi our own j and you would 
liave no easy ta^ilr to persuade us of the boUcf of an 
eternity of punislimrtnts, unless subinKsion to you 
slioukl induce us lo m( id. 

• m 

I am glad you au* pleaded with the Kxainination; 
thou'^h I <iin not so w'eli «»kttk(l in these matters as 
3 'ouiseif, 1 comriveil to underaUnd it. and thought it an 
excellent piece. La Mou'«sc is very pioud of having 
made sueli an excellent stliol u of you f, 

I am sorry you are going to leave Gri^man : you had 
good company there, a fine house, a eiiarming prospect, 

and wholesome air : whereas \ou will now be crammed 

« 

up in a little < lose towm J, w'here there may he many 
disorders, and a very bad air, and poor Coulanges 
sides will miss }ou ; 1 really pity him: 1 think it h not 
his fortune, to see you atCrignan, but perhaps you will 
take him to the States with you ; but that wiU be vc ry 
different, and you will certainly find this journey dis« 
agreeable in your present situation, and at this season of 
the year. When you are theie, you will see what sin¬ 
cerity th( 11 * 15 in M. de^Mai&eiiles’s protestations ; for 
Pt’^p'ut, I t hink^ him very deceitful, and very illiberal. 
'i\ie a<«uiaiices of fiieiidship 1 have sent him on my 
.side, aie nearly in the same style; he promises you his 

• * Hxiuniiiation of Amtoile's Philosopliy a^iinrc Kcasnn, Sec die 
Jl/f/ir ^fa/ \ol. i\. ‘>71, iLo Paris c iticn of 1*1 j. 

f In du philosophy of Dc^rarics. 

t I.<imbP6c, d snail io.vu hi Pio cncf, d c scat of the asseiubly of 
d.c statrs of the [rosincc. 
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3}it tCTtEBS 

* « 

lervide c^nditioiiaHy; And 1 «eaitfe. Itno of my friend* 
ship conduicjtnally too, telling hUnt tUat 1 make not the 
leaiit dq:uht of your always Hodtng fresh suhjotft of ob* 
ligation to him. ' - 

JW» de Xiavardin came here in his way fr< m Rennes 
last Thursday nigli(t> an^gave me e full acconi^f nib 
magnificent reception there: he teok the offtlis to the 
parliament, and made a very hands^nne s[)cech on the 
occaaton. 1 caniad him back to Vitre the ne^t morn* 
ifig» to resume iiis own c arrlajiro, and make the best of 
his way to Paris, 

The bishop of L4oii has been at the point of death ut 
Vitre, with a dcliriup), which rendered him very little 
diffiTent from Marphisc *; he is now mU ol' danger. I 
shall stay here till the end of Movert*ber,'then J shall 
go and fetch my fitfle heart, and carry her home with 
me I and in the spring, to rro\cnce, if God spares our 
lives. Tlic abbewi^hes It, that he may accompany me 
and bring you back with o*; you will then have been 
long enough in Pi ovence. We should never, however, 
imild too much upon any thing, for we hu'irly iiicet 
with disappoini meats in great'things as well as in those 
of less importance. But w hat is to be done ? wc should 
have this moral always in t|)C band, like asmeUmg*but- 
tle to the nose, to keep us irotn famting. I declare to 
you, my dear child, tlial my heart makes me suflfiiT w- 
trcniely: my mind and disposition tieat me mujh 
better. * , . 

It to be sure, admirable in you to talk of drawing 
pictures of me, at the beauty of which evin you your¬ 
self are siirpiised^ Do yi»o know that yon reduce me 
to the lowest standard of mediotritv when '»’ou cstimuffe 


• Matlame dt* St?\i|nrlist's ],tile 1,it,.acertilinfj to Btsrjrtc*, 

nbuM* philusopli} tlic blbUop i o more th<m a inaihiur. 



siyin^L sii 

> i 

h\ \our exagg^at^ notjoiw ? Tbfe |»ay, 
sa\oui a little of fi^litnc; fur a cotrtplimriit; but it \$ 

It ( 1 C nevcrtbclfss* »o ito moi^ that* I laughed heat t« 
d> \oui stonr of Cafpenirlrt \fhuiTi you ala* 0 y» 
lock up \Wieii )ou have atiy thing to do, piimnidtng h¥til>^ 
'“fKSl '1 u aiit^ h 8 nestn f. The degoriptton of your ia** 
ties vvtth ihvir tirtsel dresses is txoef lent r bttt eijbai 
lioind latvs I 1 ftcxei met aiih smh in my life* llvwr ^ 
pit isiiig and lo^olv does vuurs appear, in ypwr pUin 
uul simple (lies*- * 4h > would 1 could behold it, ami 
»(w »r It with rtiy kiv cs. Fot HcavenV sake, my child, 
t ike care of yoUiselt, and iboro nil things a\oid frtghts, 

1 ( innot appro\6this jaiuncv ol youis, just at this time. 

I btscccli llcaVeii to icstou tile pt>or ehetalior de 
Iluons. My service to the good-for-iVniimgs. Vou 
< 0 lid not ha\u gn en mo a mo’t insignificant idea of 
tilt pli ' r hold 111 M. dc (iiignanS htaii, than in tell¬ 
ing me. tint I possoas all tint remaihs imoocupicd by 
VO I I must be of a tery easy disposition to bo satis- 
lied With this. T)o voli know, the king lias ucciVidK. 
(i’4iidiiji '' ^ on or I should hue done ^ Biavo! t*Ut 

u-^ I) \v It a\ M. de Pompon ic to cstubi di himself ii» 
his g'oiious pi uc. 


LLTnSil LXXXMI. 




Tti SIME. 


• Thf Hacks, Wrdoeida^ f'rpt 83, IfiTi 

V, j 1 11^ 'gam, my deal child, the mo^t homd \n.atht*i* 
^oM 4 in imi^ino. It has betn onu coiitinuid stonii for 
thest fo'n d)\s past, kll our Wtilks aie unilci watery 


+ 1 I l *if ji t ( j r r , 1 (r> tr il 1 •'ortip min 

•f* An 1 ns 1 nil cu tOTi ii all hjt countries. 
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O^r nmsons and 

€8i|»etyt«r3 lcee)»'4il(Mfe wilHn" doqU'l ^ 1 detest 

th^tcduntf^A mod am €if4^ ittom^ yidljlli!^ ibr your 
suu<»8hToe, Whjie'ycwi, Wlin*1ft much formy 

TO). WeJarc folh • 

Itle floor abbe Mo^ott^gtii, bisb^ of X^eon/iS at 
Yi»^? h»n6i$cm I believe, to-day for a^'toore plea-*^ 
sant ClcilijMiy'ihan thfs: m a tvord» ftfaving been 
tina^s bandied between Hie abd death, an in- 
Ciai|ee of fhrer his at length decided in favour of the 
Hi^er: be is un^rtio concalrii about it^ for he ta pei - 
fcctly deUriotie; tint it is a gteat shock to his brother 
tiie advocate-general ** We often woof) fd^ether, for I 
Ifiehtttantly Visit htia, and am indeed his <miy comfurl: 
it is on such occasions ^ these tliat we should exert 
ourselve*;. 1 am^ at present reading in my chamber, 
without dainig to dhew my (bee out <ff doors: my heart, 
however, is at ease, in the belief that you are well, and 
that makes me fftpof against tfimpesb; f^r wo faa^ e no¬ 
thing else here : were it not for repose m which my 
Ihnnt indulges, I should not very patiently submit to 
the affronts I have received from this month of Septem¬ 
ber : al this time of the year, and in the midst of all 
ime’s w|irkmen, it is downright treachery. Oh f I could 
m^e k fine noise ! S^}^^^s ego. 

I slMl go on with Kheole, who delights me; 1 have 
not yet met with any’lessona against rain; but expect 
to find some in eveiy page, for nfthiiig ki>/.tt/iiing ; and 
that conformity will of God, which he «o adini- 

t^y Inculcates, WOfild be sufj|dlbt to make me easy 
on this head, did I not stand in need of a specific. In 
short, Z think it an excellent book: no one has as yet 
come up to these authors, for 1 give Pascal ciedit for 


* To dw perUameot of Rennes. 
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heart) 

there cannot be 
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oursel»eanpo|fi^h,t^^^^.^,^.^- ,, 

plca^iiig-.. his up of the 

^<cxp»fi«iii#, Word ^:feJc||;ribe 
'^rio and ranilj^^ o^^e hWan hearty which is' 
bttl^wind: ^nd a better if you*’can, |pi|l in t|)e mean 
while 1 wiU. ^fdsl| my perusal of ttie book. Vi[e ^ 
likewise readi>^^^ho history of France^ from the r^i 
of kin^ John ; .'l wish to be ns/well acquainted wifhi 
history of my own country as 1 am with that of Bbtner 
where I have neither relations nor friends : here we find 
names familiar to us; and while we can get books« we 
arc ill no danger of hanging ourselves. You may easily 
suppose that) as bug as 1 hold in this humour, I cannot 
fail of being very agreeable to La Mousse* Fur our 
devotions, we have the collection of letters of M, de 


St. Cyran ; M. d^Andilli will send them to you, and yon 
will find them admirable, ,1s not this, my dear child, 
in the language of a true recluse } 

I am told that Madame dc Vernueil is very ill. Thti( 
king talked a whole hour with thia worthy d’^Andilli iu 
as free, as gracious,., and as pleasant a manner as {mssi- 
ble: he took pains to show himself to the good old 
man, vtM obtain hisjnst admiration: .^he exprca*)ect j^at 
pltasn^ in having made, choice of rM. de Pothpoune'; 
adding, tha^;he expected his arrival'with Impatience, 
uncPsttCTfW-wkeJilj? care of his fortune upoii bimseif, as 
he knew he was not very.rich. . lid told d’Andllli, 
it w as downright in him to mention in ilie 
face to his Joseph, w®* dfjghty years of age ; it 

vfas a perfect sin ; in shprt,’ they were very gay, and 
* witty. His majesty Sidd besides, that he must not ex^ 
pect he would suffer him to remain shut up in his de* 
sert, for he should very freo^uently send for bm to couit» 

VOL. I, P . 



who had i^lilo rntn^ iHo^frf* 

ous. When the goad d9d^KhlfiS^aiitti^^ df f(M f)de^ 
Uty and attacbiiteil^ ^ killg mt he had hdt 

least doaht of fhr he who hhf God treli, 

deald not fldl of tei^vin^ hb hihg aWtto. In ahof^ it 
was a most oxtfaerdinaiy interview. His mtyesly tOok 
earn te iiavc his dinner bent from hm eWn table; add 
ordered one of liis own coaches to tehe him an airing. 
Hid talked of him the whole day with greatest §d^ 
Ihiratioa. As for M. d'AndiUi, he was so transported, 
Ihat he cried out every moment, ** I must beinbie my* 
Sdf finding how much he !»tood in need of it You 
tnay guess the pleasure this has given me, and the in¬ 
terest I take in it 1 ^^ish niy letters may ofibrd you as 
much pleasure as youis give me. 

if 

LETTER CXXXVni. 

TO THE smE. 

The Ewb, Sun^, Sslfd. Sfs 1671. 
Well, my dear child, be it so j We wi^ say no more ol 
the loss of our letters $ it is, indoi!tl,'*& disagreeable and 
diesome subject; t can non easily dispense with it, as 
have, thank G<A fi>r thib month past, received them 
as regnldjly as l^COuid desire; and yow niay write a 
lltUe^UKlire j|bHy to me than to the mio has pil- 
Ibr^ th^i aiid wiitt whom yw^ jabta^fS thbik'you are 
^^JlverSing when you WTitb tO fw J^wever, you were 
determined to let ttlA^gMrwVe me; you do 

imt t^fboeeal your afibetloa, sanit seem to speak of it as a 
dbiing yoa Wish all the world to know. What you say 
to toe on that subject fills my heart; yes, 1 own tbat^, 
tHeliere yooi that this belief »the gieatestjOy and caui^ 

ft V ? 








510 


XfiTtERS OP 


turnetl fft)m banii>hiucnt4 but I ain taking tVHatqoe- 
vill't’s business out of his hands; he has been for a fort¬ 
night by the marshal de Oramont’s ^ bedside, and has, 
without doubt, told you every thing, ^Irid of the king** 
visit to him live or six days ago. 1.fancy it,will not be 
liiiig before Vardes rt (fives the same favour as the 
count. 1 tliink their misfonunes are |)rptty much 
alike 'I ; but 1 must learn fiorn you what is thought of 
this affair in vour country, f enclose a kiuir to vo«»‘ 
bishop, read it.; you will judge belter than J, if it is to 
the purpose : 1 think it not bad ; init I am not tlie pro¬ 
per judge. You know I write olf-iiand, '.o that my let¬ 
ters are very careless ; but it i.s iny styh, and, pe rhaps, 
niav have as much elfcet as a more studied one. If I 
were w’ithin.,peach of consul!ing you, you^ know what 
dtdcr< nee I should pay to your opinion, ;uu! how often 
I have improved by it: but. \vc arc at the tv(o c'vtrcmi- 
tics of France, so that there is no tcaoince left but to 
see if iny letter will do or not, and accordingly to deli- 
vt r it or burn it as you think fit. I am of your opinion 
as to the dates, and 1 think it shows a fickleness to be 
clivniuine every dav; if the tweiitv-sixth or the stMeenth 
will do, V hy change it ? Theiy is evt n something in it 
disobliging to those who informed us qf it. A maif of 
honour atul integrity t» 11s v.< a tthing plainly and 
Jvul V* as it is, and, we hi lirve him for a day; the luvt 
day anoiher person tells us a different story, and w'e 
believe him : wtc ivic always on the side o** ’ Iso 

apeak last; this is tiic way to create as many e,iicmie)k 
as there are days in the year. Xk> not therefore act in 
this manner; but keep to the’^twoniy^^iKth, or to the 

♦ Tlic tatlier of the count de GwieW . ' 

'Hte count de Guichc and ti e inarc|Ttis de Verdes uer*' bo<h 
nisked about the suine fuuc; but the lauei was notrecaU'iii.*/'* the ■ 

• -ta V 

wGaa, >. .. 
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^ MAD4MG t>B sivAGNE. 

sixteenth, when you do npt follow jiiy 

ft sample, and that of a bad worldi to folloiv flu* turns, 
and eliaiif^e with them; keep your ground, ami be; as- 
■Mirod that 1 am so far fh»n dcs^iring to subject you to 
-ujy calendar, that I will very readily u^mform to yours: 

I leave the coaelj'utor, or lUad. dc KocluL'onne, t;b judge 
jf I uuj jK)t in the right, I want much to know if you 
hayc. seen, {><*f)r Coulunges ; it is a bard thing for him 
to ha\c tx*c*« «,t the pain^ of gojjsg so far, to get a sight 
^■! you^ and then piihip; Ui mUs .seeing you after all. 
i he poor bishop of Leon has continued in agonies evtr 
^..ice I wrote you word ihut he was dying; he is, if 
possible, worse, artd will soon know better than yon, 
whether matter cati reason or not. The death of this 
poor little bishop will be a great lo^s to the world. Ibi 
had, as our friends say, a brilliant turn for philosophy ; 
so have you : your letters arc iny hi'--. 1 shull nut toll 

you halt; nor the fourth part, of the aiVection 1 have for 
you. 


LirrTKR CXXXIX. 

v 

TO Tnr, SAME. 

The RivIl-, \V«chir*;'Uy, 30, 16? I. 
1‘rtELiEVE the T/conic opinion is now the most at^ertaui* 
fd. lie understands the subject (^)niptetely, can:tell 
whetitef ucttUer reasons or not, what kind of intelligence 
tiod bfts given to tire brute creation, with other subject* 
that occupied his thoughts, ‘ You may perceive by this 
that I suppose hWifl' EeaVen, Oc/ic spero*/ he died oo 
•.Monday mornings 1 was then at Vitre and saw him, 
but I wish 1 had iiot^eu him-: his brother seems in¬ 
consolable : I invited him to my woods, that ,ho might 


• Of how I fri«U it I 
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ilieted to s^k cem^atbn* , p<Mr was only 

five and thirty years of ^r, 

and' had an admirable.,.^te ^ this was in 

fact ihe cause of his death, asit he wom.^ 

hims^f out with study., ifou are not i^iuch interested 
in this detail; butit js the news of the place^ and you 
must th^fel^e bear with it; de$tlr>ih!)^y <^«inn, is Uio 
concern of erery'6ne» and its consequi^ces strike home 
to our bosoms. 

I read M. Nicole wj'tl^ a de|^ of pleasure that iHVs 
me abOire the «^rth : I am particularly charmed with 
his third treatise, on the means df pi^servtng peace knd 
harmony aihong mankind : read tt> I beseech yod, and 
with attention ; you will see how clearly he developes 
the intricacies of the human heart, in which every sect 
is alike included, philosophers, Jansenists, Molinists, in 
short, all mankind : this may traAy he called searching 
to the bottom of the heart with a lantern: he disco* 
vers to us sensations that we fetel which w« 

have neither t;he wit to compieh€nd,^<»' the sincerity 
to acknowte]^ : in a word, 1 never read any thing like 
it, esre^pt Were it not for the amusement of 

our books, "we should be moped to death for want of 
employment. It rains mcessaiil}y... I need say no 
vpno^e to mtdce.ypu ,yoncmye how daft our situation is. 

you who ^joy u iunihmo whidfi is. so much ^th® 
yhjei'i df my envy, how do I pity you to ne* torn from 
tbp"weatj^r.i* deliginlul, in the**middle 
of autumn, and from an and, ail this 

to be ^dt np.in a little dirty low|l] ^cannot bear 
idet^ Oould'hol .M. de pi^gnan put^^'oflUhe 
Isly a bide ^iciger ? is he' noi; mMter m -this respect ? 
imd poor Cbulahges, wHat wjll'lbtmomeof htir " Our re¬ 
cluse mode of life has so ~tuFli^^Our b|iins, that wc 
make matteva ot .qoosecmency yrery thin^ . — 

/ ‘ I ^ ^ f'\S f'i- ' ' ' 



ing atid ftaMrermg portion f| our 

tuna iitdead s ^ we hate alwayt^eifoiigh le^ tipon owr 
hands. You oOr proud by the kind things 
you say of him ip your letterfit I am satisfied nith hint 
on your account. At for Ia lie catacbiaet 

Sundays and iudidaya; he i« resolved to go to i^veiu 
1 tell him it is only out of curiosity, to see whether tl|e 
sun IS a heap ofHust^ continually in motion* of n globe 
of fire. The other day be assembled all th^ children '• 
of the village about him, and was cAtechlaitig them; 
but alter several questUnis, they had so xunfouiukd 
things, that when he asked them who the Blessed \'ii- 
gin was, they all with one accord answered, the Creator 
of heaven and earth: his faith was not shaken by the 
children; but finding the men and womrni, and even 
the old people, all m the same story, he began to doubt 
and at length joined ia the opinion: in shoit, he did not 
know what he was ab^nt > and tf 1 had not luckily conan 
to his aid, be would never have got out of the scrape. 
This new opudOq WQptd certainly have been {Woductive 
of more mischief than that of the motion of atoSss. 

) arewell, my dear cbitd# you see we tickle pufffdvas in 
order to l^b * ^ ^ W au tbb aie we reduced. 

tBTTKH CXL. 

fo Tps mtt, 

1 

The ftocH San(b7,Ocwh«r4* IS 71 . 

So you arc at }e|t goMn yoor assembly. I t)[dd you in 
my last how wrong I ihoegbi »t m ¥. de OHgnan, In 
oiitnve Its meettpg just at Oiti time, to deprive you of 
the pleasures of the cguqitfy, and the gooil society yon 
had there. You have lefi; poor ( oulaiigrs tooj he wr^ 
to me from Lyons | he iafull of complamtf gl his dis- 
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appoiittmen^ and tliinks of notliing but icturning tr> 
Pariti; that is, to Autu, which he would nevu ha\e 
quitted, hut foi the I ope of «»eemgyou: all the coniioit 
he ha<i iiov' If i s » talktng of you lo the thumarm ^ 
Uuchf bonne, \ ho s nevet stient on youi petltcuoris, 
I| 1 fhd not th niv iL Jk nlous to ikCiid 30 U all the letUrs 

I receive, I wouici hi\e cii * id {u», together witii one 
bom thefount Je< Cbdpf |ic:>. but you ha\e the answet 

■^to It, which will be sufioicnt, with two otlicis 1 send 
voo, om from M leC’imus, and ^hi oihei iioni JM de 

II iiiouis I think, in oidci to give \ ou lime to icatl all 
iin.st=*, 1 miuht, in tomnion ci\»l , to put an end to my 
own hut I wi.»}> Gist to know, it ^ou did not liugh at 
lov hlundfi at \ i , mdtwnn^the i:jtn*lcnian ot Lowei 
Ihifaiiy to gu di nr riadv is boon ab possible: did it 
not put }ou m nrimd oi 1 Siintl ii one at Mtrci, when I 
desued a ck k to one (I the kiii,,’s seen tains to set my 
8 lee\ i s right foi tne ^ Wli u voii observe about the sun 
and the moon, with n pud to M de Chauliu s ind M. 
de Lavardiii, isvmj j^oud, foi ybuiself, you aie rilwa^s 
above the botuon It i<> tiuc, my child^ \ou are 
never at rest, you air alw i^s in motion, and 1 ticinble 
aometimes when I think on your sttuatlom ^nd how 
much your spiritb evccid joui strength. 1 agice with 

that when yon would wish to be still, it will no 
longer he in yoin power, and tnat ^ ou v»iH have no u -* 
auaJCce tar jour lari fatigues. Ihis idiaociu] le^ nic in¬ 
cessantly and pitnlull> , fin, in slioit, it is inc tn i 
step but the last, it js bieach upon briach ibv'is lipon 
ab}ss. The abbe and I olteo talk upon tfi subject, 
though we know bttU* about it: but wi can juciei bow 
far it may ei^Unl; thii is wf nhv yemr aUcniion, toi 
it is not a tnlbtig loss tint i« at siake. W i in a walk a 


• \a«£^eor 'ig > ’ oliftjiurof St J(dn^’&l^ a 
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great W'ay' even wht^n we are itred^ as the saving is j 
but when ow Ieg« a»c brohtn* we cannot wa)k*at aih 
1 hope vott Will leflitt upon ihis, and conwlt the coatl-* 
jutoi, uhois very capable ut fining \ou piopcrwlvtce j 
for he is^a man of e\< client uhtUist )ndin)E7/ of fine sensd^j 
an I po'tsesscs a gieatnean of sonl worthy the natne ho 
bears, and all these are rp<jinsitc to decide propeHy in an 
affair of thi^ nature Our abhc is g) ni you dn not de* 
spise Ins counsel $ be only destres life and health t(^ 
adv «?» wirh >oii in ptrson This ktter ini> not, pei* 
haps, b( a set} t_, «< able one ^ but, my d^ai chihl, we 
niu>>tsun Mousing sf nt to things of impottanu* tha| 
hang upon the hcait htMdts, you know, as lomc said 
to you ill I sfng ” Mtiih w not forcveiV hout.” lar 
fiom It, h vM\cf, td%< ( in and do not give into low* 
ntss of spiiits, think of i jthfiig hii' \iMtrh6alth, ifyotk 
htse tin i( gild lor mine, ami bt ts>,urid, that aS soon 
IS 1 II ,11 )S( at 1 isi^ei, I siudl think only of cohfinig to 
^ef jou, iiid doing all ti it lies in luy power fo render 
\oui i( Man with mi ft '.ihh What si}s Adhernar to 
thi letuni oi coont da Ouieiic ? 


LErmiH c \ij. 

10 rUE S\ME. 

f * 1 ^ till, V\ 11 J *'1 \,0 trti 

Vuow 1 am am i> s a liftfr opinionaitd with respect 
M> I ^ reading; so tint it »» foi iht nitertst of those 1 
convnst With, that 1 shouM leid none but tiu bt t 
liooks 1 can think of ilOth ug at pic sent hot M« >i 4 «> 
eoleN Mil d Hi lections llii> ticatise on tbe rnegtm of 
presemiig peace nmong uivDi dcligh s me 1; lermcl 
th an\ thing so truly practical, }ct so lull of (iie and 

F 5 
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If you have not yet mad it, 1 beg yon will. 

If you h«ive read it, mad it a^r^in with additional alien* 
tioh; for jny part, 1 think all mankind are incladed in it. 

1 9in persuaded it na<i made ioi me, and ho|>e to piofit 
by it; at least I &)ia)} endeavour to do so. You know 
I could never bear to hoar the old say, I am too old 
to mend: 1 could nmeh sooner pardon the young for 
saying, 1 am too young. Youth is in itself so amiable^ 
*hat were the soul as perfect as the body, we could not 
forbear adoring it; but when youth is past, it i'* then 
tve ought to think of improvementand endeavour to 
ttupply the loss of personal charms hy the giaces and 
perfei'tions of the mind. 1 h?\e long made this the 
subject ofmedUaticn, and am detdinimd to wotk every 
dfty at my mihd, my soul} my lioarf,, and m v s< nliinents. 

I am full of, this at present, and tluKfoie fill my letter 
with it#slmving besides nothing <»f gieatei const quence 
io tell yOo.' 

1 suppose you are at Lam lx -.c; bbt 1 cannot see 3 'ou 
clearly from hence: then is a mist ubout m\ itnagi* 
nation, that conceals you from my sigblk I had fotmed 
an idea of Grigns^, 1 saw your apartment, used to walk 
upon your terra(;e, and went to mass at your beautiful 
church; but now 1 am quite at a loss: 1 . wait, with 
great impatfence, for intelligence from your new qnar* 
fers. 1 will write no more to-day, though I have 
gn^t deal of time upon my hands; for 1 have nothing 
but trifles to tell y'cn, which would be an 
lady-ht utenant of 4 province, who is holding the i^ta^cs, 
and, counquentlj', has weighty aflairs upon hei hands; 
it may do well enough w hen you are in year little palace 
of Apollo. Ourabbe and our La Mousse are very.rouch , 
^ours; ami 1, m\ dear child, need i tell you what 1 
am, or what you are to me? The omuit de Guiche is 
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at court so singular In his air and that huP js 

^uite the hero of a romance, and scarcely re$e£hl^ thh*, 
rest of monltBidi at Ica-it so they tell me# 


VETrm CXLII. 

TO THE "same. 

The Rocks, Suodeji.October kl, Wl* 
You were sorry to leaveXirignan; well yon migiht-i 
have been alinost as grieved for i| os y.O^i.and felt your 
removal twenty leagues faither ofT, as 1 sbooiil 
change of cltmute. Nothing can comfort me but the 
safety vou will be in at Aix in regard ta vour heelth*'' 
Y^ou will he-in about the close of the present year. My ; 
days arc all employed in thitlhing on those I passed w'itb 
you Iasi year, • Certainly no one can hov« mode, more 
of the time thon you have done; but if, afbsr this ly«* 
ing-in, M. de Grii^on does not allow you rest,,as hi 
would to a piece of ^pod ground, I shall be so far from 
believing in hi^a^^ton for y^u, that I shall imagine, 
cn the contrary, be wtshea^o ||[et rid. of yog. HowJs 
it possible yon can bear np^ against snob repeated fa¬ 
tigues? Yoor youth and beauty will b^lh be d«»troyed* 
Jn short, | cK#pect this proof of his temlerneiis aod^/ai^. 
^plaisance far you. I will not have you with a|^d;wh«a ^ 
I come: 1 shall want you to walk about with.tbel|itbe 
fieht-., as^you promised, and to eat of thbso 4e1t- 
ciouf grapes w'itb me without being unc]<>r appreheasitms 
of the colic. '.We think of nothing else but obr jour¬ 
ney ; aiM if our abhe jpatr be of any service to you, he 
will have gained the sutomit of his atohtcioti./^On 
wish us to be with yfou^t there wanted not tbat to mOke 
us fly to you: weshaj| ^ve the,Rocks the fatter end 
of next month: that seems to me the hrst step towards 
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you. I fcej real joy in the and that joy wiH 

be increased, wivcn 1 Ihmc- y'n -. vt* amvod at Aix in 
good ijealtb. • I cwnrfot >hink it piMdent in you to have 
taken this jourtu-y to l.unljr'^c m ^cnr m viiiih month. 
But what folJy in |>t-o|)lc li» call thcin'-flves mon- 

siew' and wadame de Or;^nd%^ and thf chrvuiur tk 
gnan*f and to think ol' peyini; their re^pccU to you ! 
Who are tliese (irignaiis? W hy are vou not sole in voui* 
^Ivind? Voiir scorpion* terrify me; for J suppose ilieir 
bite to be tnorta). As you have building* constructed 
to guard you agains^he heat, So you are not surely 
without oil of scorpion- to serve as a counter-poison. 

] know Provence only by its pou i n^iiates, its orange- 
trees, and its jessamine ; fur rims it (h-crihed to us: 
for Ofir own couiiiiy, chcsuuts are the gicaic.st orna- 
menu we boast, 'i'lie other day I v^us surinunded by 
four or five large baskets full of them; some 1 b"ilcd, 
some I roasted, and with others filled my pockets: they 
■Ere served up at mhle, and tin y arc trodden underfoot: 
this is Brit.my in all its glory. 

ATonsieur d’L'.sez is at his abbey near^tAngers. He ha.s 
sent an express, Jto let me know that he intends to |.ay 
flne a visit: I do not believe a word of it. He savs vou 
are adcrrable, and arc accordingly adored by all the 
Gwgnansthat ! most tinnly brdicve : yotvare as much, 
aohere; no otlence to axiy ('iie. I\Iy uncle tliinks of^ 
you just as J o< uld wish him to do: (iod preserve him 
to Us. La Mousse s ighl\ itpj iowd v'ur l('tth*g«your 
letter rest for a while : time i.* ntKformmg a judgejpent 
*if productic,;- cf ii)is kind at first sight; he would 
tlieiefore advise* y(«i3 to shoiv it to some of yonr filends, 
who will judge better of It than evt can do, and in the 


•' 'Fliev ( m aiicient Uowseictdcxl at SJoii iuProvti.U', and 
{.I yc ’he luune of Gi'ipiwi, 
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tistiean xvhile iio remains whc lly yours. \V1Ba* alkali 1 say* 
>^o our CJrigniins? You are very widced to make tlietn « 
acquainted with my foUies: it is impossrbte to hide them 
from you, who know tJieni so well; but for others, with 
whom ijiave my honour, and reputatioi^ to maintaiti, 

.Adieu, my dear child, 1 commend iny life to ^ 

vour cave: you know the onlv wa\ lo iireverve it. 


IKTlim CXLIIL 


TO THE SAMI’,. 


Tlie Rocl^, Wall'.Cl,(Iny, Octobef 14, 

I .\M going to let you into a little .secret: do not say a 
word of It to an^ one, 1 bescecli yon, if you have not 
been told of it already. Our poor d’HacquevlIk * has 
so WQiricd himself in tiie service of his friends, that he 
is fallen sick: .some people will have it Unit, it is the 
snialhpQX; for he wctit cvciy day lo sec M. df t’die- 
vreuse, wdto lies ill oi' the disorder; bui this 1 <io not 
believe. The truth of tlic iiiaucr is this; he has had a 
letter sent him in an nnknow'n hand, in v\ij:t !i he is de- 
.sired to ;^ive his atten.iancc lor an iioui at a iiMiltation 
which was to be held the next mornin;.’. r.t ciidi'iid tie 
Ketz's: every hour of the day i > lin n mc. iMnn d in the 
manner in which he ^('ncnii'y U'' d loeinjilojj; them : he 
is desired to h ■ at M. de (iranioni’s Ijy live i/c.lotk, to 
see a clysti r .ulniinistrretl; tlieii to tiikc liis t hariot and 
convey M. Br<i\* r to the little Monaco's; then to sentf; 
and inquire after the several sick puson-, whose names 
are in a 1 i.st enclosed; and the wi itcixbcgs of all things 
he will not omit being at iiiadaTiic do Ch.ss^ijn's in'.the 
evening, as .she is extremely ill, being inotlu r-si( k. js ’ 

♦ Hem-irkahle for bU gi'eat offlciyusness and rcaJiU'.'s* »o sr.vc lUs 
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correapondencf m Pio\nic(;^ and all tht coantjits m 
Europtef is mentioned, aiul the whole conclude'' witlv 
Doimez, dorm^f vous ne s^uuret mveua fain i>lup, 
iltept^ou cannot do better^ In short, he haN sh )on this 
letter about ^tih sac b vc xatioii, that 1 am appu lu mi\ e 
of itis increasing his icier. Do nut bring niy oaint tn 
quc'^tion upon ui\ aecounl;; you will }>rc bably lieai tlio 
tircuiii‘>t'inn tioiiiothci qu-iricrs 

lilt ibbc l^tu IS ^om hick lo Tounaine, not btin^ 
able to stay anj longc i m Pans, and, for the ^ ike of a 
little change, In') t k<ii the Hicheiicus mth him in this 
second journey You would crTtauily be pioud, if you 
could believe it was u| n your iccount Pans had be¬ 
come insupportable to him , but y on would be the only 
one that thonghi so Theit is i dilietence in the Gra- 
tnont ftituU between th. tiso btothers^: our friend 
cPHacii I \ lie i» deeply cngi^cd m it. l/)u\ignt has 
nut nmit} enough to piiuh-ise hts postf: 1 do not 
know wiuihci you have heird these paitieulars fioin 
any oilu i m isoii, I was > t sti td ly m a little walk on 
the kit f i tl rn I wli cn v i \iiy shady; 1 thought 
It so hr .111 i) h 1 I tiniiitdi it* U had tliu> written upon 
one of tic tut') / di mez > for rare esce il d luio. 

4nd /ro i i*it m (i f of nom i tpitn^s dehfrfit li jVJ de 

Coulani^cs js still with i rnihriee him for me, and 

assuie bun th it 1 i n i 11 a paasctl with him. And the 

|>Our Gitgiiiiis, nu ih v to have nothin.;'' And you, 
ipy dear chi d, wo t* net one kind vvoid ‘oi you? 

* The « unt ke auu 1 1 . co nt d* la>uvi^tu, sfurwards tlAt 
ef Grun mt 

f Of cok iicl of tbl I cLQcli gvuudi^ 
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LETIEE CXUV. 

TO Tlir SAME, 

* 

.4 , Sunday,Oct*^<r IP, ifi?!. 

I CAKNOT help Uogbing at ^{our itka oi sending \<>ur 
first letter to ane to v>iue othrr person, that it might 
not be tost. It puts me in uimkI of a Bit ton hcdy, who 
desired she might have the pleadings that gaintd me b 
law*suit, as the infallible means of gaming; her*** 

You are aiLambe'^c mv child, but with your 
size increased to your eiiin I am frightened at yorxr 
Piovenct fashion; so rhuik nothing of it, it seems, 
when there is only one child <u a hulh; a girl would 
not daie coniplaiu of so ttifling a < trt umataiice, and 
the mauicd women of that country have genet ally two or 
three at a time. I do not like your hi mg bo iiimiciise; 
it must, at Jeaigt, be very lioublosome to \ou. 

Attend, Mr. Count, it is to you 1 am iiow cpfakitig; 
you shall meet \mmi nothing hut ihu‘,e horn mo for all 
your civilities: } uu ilelnrht so miu h in yout own works, 
that instead of having pity oa niv pooi i h Id, you do 
nothing but laugh at h«r; this plaiiilv sliows that yoo 
do'uot know what it is to bic r (hiidiiti but hear 
1 have sometliiuc' eisi to sa^ to \ u this: 

that if, after this hoy, you do lu t in r d Httle 
1 shall not think ^ou have tht lea^t f t dc itHer £Ekr’lM|f 
or for me, and 1 will not rome to Piomn •* yourswal* 
lows may twittci as long aa they pic i e, 1 shall ttot 
heed them: and more than that, i have to tell 
that 1 shall take yoar wt^ from you. lio y ou thildt 1 
gave hei to you to lie killed; toh ive her health, yoath, 
and beauty, all destroyed^ once" 'I ms is noyest: I shall 
ask the favour of you on my knees, in proper time and 
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place: in llic mean nn.e you may admire my assurance, 

' in tinpaifnifig you wiib not cumuig to Piovence. Y^o- 
see by tbi.-, that your friendi^bip and are not 

lost uporj rijr. Both the abbe and mv^t If are persuaded 
you vMi'l lu'Vjglad to see us. We shaH brinj; you La 
iSIousM', wbt* sends yo-i for }• •”* kind re¬ 

in ciub ranee; and proMded 1 do niMt Hnd this woman 
evtrl.i.vtingly with child, you shall see if wc are not 
. persons of oof word: meanwhile be. c^feM of tier; and 
mind that she does not lie-in at Lamb^. My clear 
count, farewell* 

Now, nay love, I return to you* and assure you tiiat 
I greatly pity you. Pray lake care not to liupin at 
Lambcsc. .When you me p.ist your eighth inuntb, you 
have not an hour ctrlatn. You have M. Conlanges 
with you liow. llovi.^ happy is be in belio)dln <4 you! 
He did well to take courage, and you to pies»s him to 
it : cnibiace him for me, and all your Grignans like¬ 
wise; for tiuMT ih no rt frainmg from loving ibein. My 
aunt ti lls mr, that jour llitlo girl pinches just as you 
used to do: she n a grcit rogi t*; 1 long to see her. 
Alas! I shall stand in great iietd <,!' your black man to 
ia.ke mo n jonmey through the air; that by land is lior- 
riblc to think of. I am ahsohucly afraid of being stir- 
tonnded in tins jdace hj wati-i. Indeed, after seeing 
\you set out for ihovciua* tl»rnu;.;’i unfathomable depths, 
I may think nothing i^)pa<^lhlu. 

But, to return to your story; I made a jest of La 
Mousse*s, but 1 do not do so by yours; for indeedji is 
very well told, and so wx-ll, that it made me stiudch r in 
reading it; uiy heart flotured; ind^d it is the most 
extraordinary thing that cah^be. But this Atiger 1 have 
certainly seen, and sliall take an <4^ortuniiy of talking 
to huui and the person that ^ells this so naturally can 
certainly be no other than a .sylph. After the promise 
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■ 4 :;',;* ^5'iadc mf!, I do not doubt but ihcr^will liyu 
i1ispute«>lo shall bring you here. The fe\Val^ 
'?|;''v ortiiy of being disputed j <:rul if I do not see yo«' 
^ shall fancy u ww isr^ bioUn\ out 
^^ngstryonr champioiis. It will lie a \\\\v vn y jiHily 
tdunded^ ami, if »phs could die, they cooid inn die 


on a more noble occasion. *In .short, my dear, 1 
you many thanks for your agreeable mVhtter of 


this original story: ii ilie first of the kind ttmt 1 would^*’ 
answer for ibc trutli of. ** 


’riifiv is something very droll in the prctemlctl mr* 
racles fd" vour hermit: but if he believes the truth of- 
them Inmself, J am much mistaken. dc Urignan W 
very right to give him a lecture nuvv and ilicn, or his 
vanity nfight load him from the mid?t of his desert into 
the midst of purgatory. A fine jaunt truly ! If h® i* 
bound no hirlher, he need not be at so much patus: 
there are a great many roads thither. I shall he in great 
fi-ar fur his .salvation, till I am tusured by you that it 
is secure. 1 can give credit to you; f'oi I know that 
j'ou are not to be imposed upon i)y appearances. CJod 
is alt-powcrful; no one doubts it: but we in no wisu 
merit that he should make his powtr known to us. 

1 am very glad jSI. de Griguan made so good u speech j; 
this must be pleasant to him; others are out of the qiiCf- 
o tion. M. de Chauhies spoke very wi li toiij a little 
heavily, but that w'as not amiss in a governor. M. Ia- 
vardui lias a happy^ way of expressing himself. 1 haPiU'l 
■ toh^Corbinelb that Ins packet must certainly have binEii^ 
lost with the letters I so deepl 3 ' regret. Adieu.,- roy- 
dear child; 1 love you so passionately, that 1 hid<i ft' 
great part of my loye, not to oppress 3 ou with it. I- 
thank 3*011 for yotir'^cares, your affection, and 3 'otir le&> 
ters : my life bangs on these. 
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LETTER CXLV, 

TO Tnt •AMV. 

The Ewliii, WediieideT'^OeiQhv 9 i» 1671. 
Hoat 1 ioel ib^ your bnnleiir my jSoar child i 

J|et are tLs only one tkik% h in dang^ir 

of heiag ehoKkad: if I ttr^re with yoi4 the interert 1 
ha^e iti yotfr health would make me very ikilfal m what 
lebtea to you. The advice I have given JDeviUe'a wife 
wtli make mad. Moreau fancy that I must haie had 
tdiihlreai indeed I have learned a ^reat deal within 
Ibeve three yeart. 2 must own that, at first, modesty, 
and the natural Jirudtsham of a long widowhood, had 
left me !n profound ignorance; hot, when it is neces* 
sary, I become the muJtron in an instant. 

^ulaogcs is with you stiil; he most have contri* 
billed greatly to raise your i^irits; but when you re* 
ceive this Icttei, you will have lost him. 1 shall love him 
aaiong as I live foi bis courage ui going so far as Lamheec 
|o see yuu. i want sadly to hear someibgig about that 
country. I am wearied to death with thoeontinual re* 
petition of the same ihmg over and over again from 
IPans, especially the marnage of Monsieur; it drives me 
almost mad; and, what is worse than all, these wlm * 
imver wrote to me befiwe, begin now, unlortunateh, 
Ipeonee themselves, that 1 mn^Ut not he ignorant of this 
Hewa* I have just written to the abbd de Poatci.rre, 
An entreat ht»‘’iiot to fill my head W 4 th any more of 
Hill, nor of the Palatihe, Wjbo is gope to tetefa home Hie 
princois; nor of the marshaf 4u j^eesis, who is going 
fie Meta to merry her; npi'of Mt^Hieui*! gemg to Cha¬ 
pins to coDsommata Ins naptialt; nof of tbt« kitigV go¬ 
ing to jme them at Villere-Cotterehi: m a word, 1 tell 



If ADAME Ml iiviOitL 


i 

I Will DDl hear a syllable more aliout h9bi% 
they have slept together agent and 

at Pans* to be out of the ll#lirh||(( 

tm if I had any way of rerengu Otytelf M| 
4fbr ^hat my friends make me 
old Have a degi^ of patience, but for six montha 
together they tend the same pt^ey of hewt, in diStreUt 
simpcs; that, far my part^^ 1 lunm^etdi^OOixHi^little 
mains of fashion about me, wbioh may, perhi^f^tpnden 
me nice and quickly tired of steh^tliings. Ad 4 ibis 
is true; for 1 immediately fly from letters that | thkl|[. 
have any new s m them, to those of busmesar I teefi 
great pleasure yesterday iq reading a irtter from dm 
good La Maisoo, who 1 was eery sore would not malp^; 
itoti a word of this marriage to me, and whoatiitialatei 
my lady countess wHb all homiliiy, in the same mantoet 
as if she were dose at my elbow. Alas! 1 do not wiinl 
to be asked to weep just flow; a turn or two in the mail 
will do It presently. 

A-piopos, my woods are kdesied with wolves: I 
have two or three guards following me every night with 
their muskets on Uicir sbottlders; Beaulieu is their capi^< 
taint we have lor these two ddyf honoured the tnoOH 
with our pmsence betMren eleven and twelve at fught, 
The mghe befhire but, we saw a black man cwnmg toiv, 
wards as: I thoaghloii Auger, and was ready to re 

* • » s . i. - 





be La Mousse, Going a ht^e fatshcr, waspuLa 
wNIte body extended upon Uie grounds we iMkdo^ 
tbu too; aud beholiL ^ was a tree thM 1 hwdoot 4 

^ . .« a ..A . . a Ik Ji 


1 wish y^ mayiM|Jtm ^hssnof at them in yoi|f 
sent ooiidlim^f ^hdm a gbus of wamvlW 

H wf a fsw xylphs at our oommand 
ssig^t fars^ out a $ibory to direit yon wiljib t 
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xtmiBt a'jouriiex to Provence, it it were only 
f|heak Ur ti> ii Augei. Ihe huioi} both c(cii| 4 e(l and 
Amused oi^i^iiaily* I ha\'9^&cnt a copy oi t« my 
(mtAt^ tbmkiil, you had not coutage enough ^o %vrite U 
(iivKe over, a\id in so collect a Qiaunor. G^d knows 
how diUcicntly I taste th ^ kind of thiugb to what 1 
do the Renaudots ^ that employ their pens at n>}^ e\« 
pense Faiewell, mv sweet love ; 1 see you and iluok 
ot yuy incessantly^ A thousand kind things to all the 
(•ngnsnis in pio{>oition to tiic degree of lose \vu think 
they bcai me. i cntiiely tiust to you ui this. 


LFITER CXhVh 

iO 1HB SAME. 


The Rocks, bunJaj, October 25 , 1 S 7 I* 

1 AM a.. IIn returned to my lamentations oi Jeremiah. 
1 have had but ont packet tins week, and i linceieason 
to believe ihi olbt i lost ^ ou can lies it lia\e betn 
seven da>s without wiiting to me. .Some demon ecr- 
taiiiiy sUaU your letters, and diverts hinis«;U with them. 
It is Augci’s s\ iph. be It as it may, I am inconsolable 
about It. Hue Is a letter tor youi bishop. \c>u 
c|uiU light to opt It liih It Is crammed with love, I ts&ee 
'him at his word, and shall reckon moio upon it, 1 iaiM^t, 
^hao he would liave ine^ but it is nerving him 

i hat bmuint,^ has be to make such protestafions > I 
ink my anawer is mn bad. the coneluMon is p9iir, 
klid comtsoa ; I had ai nost given into the justice to he» 
but It is qtiiitc mdtllerent to me. 1 am told, t|M 
has given a reguaeiit to.. the chevalier d^ Gngiian; 
”1 sup)H>&e It IS Adbeiftar’s; if it it wbnh having, i am 


* Meiuiiiig die nev9 mongem 

inBk|f die t«o Hiotudou. 


the inrenticm of acws>p«|Msrt was the 
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■I p^p cly 1(1 But n hat shall n e «:ay of * 

he thi tU\ei<*st fellow in tlie woild^ I liairiBi 
; anJ, as yon ms ready to 

^ughiiig all theuhilo it is m\ es[c<‘Ueiil;| 
luKrn-^ v^’^his division into chapters' Good Ood * hoir 
sec and cmbia(( him, and talk about you 
to h (u' He IS chaiimd niih eveiy thing smi do, 
and not without t< ison <tne cannot Hn(hticntly 
admiie \ou. I could nut do you those honours 
n)>s«.lf, but 1 am a't si nsthle of iheni as anv other 
])cison, and perlectly igiit with my good titends, 
without doing like the laciyol M. piestdmt Tanm; do 
^ ou I (member t at stoi} ^ In short, in} child, what 
mill can yon obtain ^ \ oui hoiioiiis e\cn exci < d M. 

de INimponne’s Li tin uiubt ol mv niirtli, I hive felt 
an oppression of tlie he ait, which ought not to t\ist, 
and which I am ti u apt to chtrish l>er} loal leads 
to Roiiic, th iL is, eccry lUin_, f/ocs straight toiny heart* 
Mons. dc ( oulinges wiitis i(iy agnci'd^, and made 
ns lau ,li viiy In ariilv is }ou foHsavc, and I dtiii siy 
it tin M rv same passiires 1 piopost ( \amiiiing all the 
cluputs with him tins wtniti ispicudly that of the 
heod-dresb, it sicins to h< much ol the sime kind with 
that ol Aiistotlc cm hats. But wiut shad we say of 
chocolatei* Vie you under no appn la nsion ot heating 
*^oui blood with It ^ May not all its boastnil efiecta 
( 5 >n 4 (;^l some Utent iirc at tlie bottom ? M ike me easy 
upon this subject, my dear; lor m your present condi« 
tion^ fear esery thing. You know 1 was very fond of 
choco'ate; but 1 thought it heitcd me; and, besides, 
I was told Jt was a bad thing; but from your account 
of It, and the wonders that } ou say it has wrought in 
you, 1 know not what to think That part of Coq- 
laniges’s letter is veiy droll; but indeed it is all so. 
Farewell, tny dearest and best-beloved; I shall take 
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0reat |»fta9nv*l» in reading the chapter of yoiir lore for ^ 

liie: rpnmise you 1 am steadfast in this opinion; but 

to make it n^rc sure, be steadfast yourself in^i|^gme ( 

always suct^roofs of it as you now do. 40ur little 

friend's letters are far from being agreeable ; me is too 

prolix; I wi$h he would carry his cifilitiea elsewhere. 

* • 

LETTER CXLVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Bocl»y Wcdnesdsy^ October 96 , 1^71. 

ScoErioMS, my dear! they are certainly worthy a cbap> 
ter in M. de Coulanges’s book. The surprise of your 
bowels at the ice and chocolate is a matter 1 am re¬ 
solved to sift to the bottom with him, or rather with 
you, and ask yon seriously if your bowels were not of¬ 
fended with it; 'and if they did not give you hrte colics, 

CO teach you how to give tliem such antipmstam* ; there 
is a grand woi d for you. 1 had a mind to be friends again 
with chocolate, and so took some the day befoic yester¬ 
day, by way of digesting my dinner, that 1 might make 
the belter supper; and yesterday took some again by 
way of nourishincnt, to enable me to fast till supper¬ 
time: it had every way the desired effect; and what 1 
think very extraordmai y is, that it acted according to 
tny wishes. 1 do not know what you may liave beenf* 
loing this morning; but 1 bate been half-way u;vr./ 
legs in dew, laying lines fer some walks that t am mak- 
ng round my park, which will be very beautiful when 
anished. If my son is fond of woods ami of walks, lie 
will have ^son to bless my memory. 1 fancy this 
irother of yours is at Paris: lie chooses to wait for me * 

* A teim in philosophy bmtowod (irom'the Greek, end signifj’ing the 
ietlon oi any two o^ipunte queUties, that arotoallj incieaie the vigour 
ita activity of each other. 
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* than come back here; and(IhijlLheII 

tii'the ri£(ht. But what think you of my huwfd itM 
ibbe d^lhat^ 1 am very unfoituoate m mwCusbUtdll 
ne IS on tl^ |>oiRt of marrying a young n^ph of 
Uien *, daughter to M. and Mad do U vaziniere $ % 
complete piece of affictatioii and coquetry. The msi¥i» 
riage is to take place in i'ouraine; he baa giren igp 

40,000 hvies pei annum iii benefices foi. €k )4 

grant he may be happy with her; but it is much doubts 
ed by eveiy one, aud most people thuik he bad beUtt 
have kept to me. 

Mona. d’Harroats writes to me as follows:, ^ |4il 
madame de Girigaan f know that 1 adoie her» SISb il 
nith her little states; they are not such folks aawe if% 
that give 100,000 crowns at a time; but 1 hope they 
will, at least, gue her as much as we did to mad. d# 
Chauliips by way of welcome” He may wish, and 1 
may wish too, but )our folks are too dry and close* 
fisud. the sun sucks up ill thui moisture, which is the 
only souicc of goodness and afit ction. 1 am still griev¬ 
ing fui the packet 1 lost last wc*ek. Provence is become 
my native country, lioni t! cncc spring all my joys and 
all my soriows. 1 always wait with impatience for 
Iiiday It IS the d.y 1 reciivi httirs from you. St. 
Pavni I some time ago made an ipigram upon Friday, 
> 

\fMats Viin Ikrtrand dt la Ba/iiiiiit was mamid to tlw abW d'Bk 
hatjlSMic rtjxirt then went, but was luamcd alierwurdi to the count 
dc Ndiurd. 

•j* Lcupr S2 

t Dll* was a jcnul abhd, of who n DeiprcdUX that apeaki, St Pavtn 
dtvOl, AX ilr passed, like Desljarruux and IVophilus, for an aihput | 
but ht was not tl»e leas ere lulou. He was <onven«i by neam of » 
Vision The very iii^ht Fhcophilus hu matter and hit iriend died, Im 
’ 'Urd hit name pronounced hv him in a <ni;htful voice Hit valet liav- 
t Msartii hta he heud the swe voict, be wat connneed. He ro» 
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lUie da|[ ^sed to see me at the ahbf^’s; he addeetsod 
luomelf o the gods, and finished viith the tvio foilowini;! 
lintit 


Muldpliet t«« Vendud h, 
\uiuquttte tout le nsto *• 


A V^phcQZione, Signora. M, d'Angers*! wntes me 
WOttders concerning you; he has been fiequtntly with 
M. d^Uisezit' tv ho cannot speak sudictentiy m your 
|Miute: you are much obliged to him foi the great le- 
Mtfd he expresses for ;^ou ; he set ms brimful of uftec* 
dilates itsel<f into a thousand piaibcs, that 
ttialtB you much adnnrtd. My abbe ^too loves ^you 
perfectly well^ la Moubst honour** souf# and 1 leave 
ynu to yourself. Cruel step-mother' a woid to the 
dear Gngaans. 


neuDfcd the UTipunis oj^inioos bp Iw 1 j <.!< sto1. oi i tt! i iht mci ^loui 
MultuJuituoitslitf be Ivl 

* I It c\<'r) do lit Trul ), 

Icinrwttor l icst 

Uu)i> Amu'll, Imlti of \npns. 

% dinivs Adb Diir (It Motittuil, bid tp f L t 


END OF I HE URST \OLtM£ 
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